
 

 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
www.stmgaparish.org 

 
PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY 9:00 AM 

5:30 pm (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON, WED, FRI 

12:15 PM 
5:30 PM 

 
TUE & THURS 

5:30 PM 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  

or by appointment 
 

                   MAY 29, 2016  |  Feast of Corpus Christi 



 

 

 At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people 
of St. Thomas More will remember the following  
persons along with all the living and dead.  We  
encourage parishioners to say the names of deceased 
loved ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if 
invited to do so by the presider.  
 
MONDAY, May 30, 2016 
10:00 AM Mary Catherine Havely † 
  
TUESDAY, May 31, 2016 
5:30 PM Hubert Janicek † 
  
WEDNESDAY, June 1, 2016 
12:15 PM Edith Sloan † 
5:30 PM Michelle Bischoff 
  
THURSDAY, June 2, 2016 
5:30 PM Justine Wajda † 
  
FRIDAY, June 3, 2016 
12:15 PM Michelle Bischoff 
5:30 PM Mason Cruz Villagran † 
  
SATURDAY, June 4, 2016 
9:00 AM Patricia Chopo † 
5:30 PM John Ulteig † 
 
SUNDAY, June 5, 2016 
9:30 AM Tony Stanton † 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Aubrey Morgan 
Ricky Brinkley 
Patti Wilson  
 
Pray for those who have died: 
John Munagian  
Richard Doyal Benson, Sr  
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Char-
lotte Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-
4588.  In order to add a name to these lists, you 
must be either the person seeking prayers, an im-
mediate relative of the one to be remembered, or 
have the express permission of the one to be re-
membered. 
  
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will 
be mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the 
General Intercessions and will be published in the 
parish eLetter and bulletin as  soon as  possible af-
ter we receive the request. 
  
In addition, you may add names or special inten-
tions in the Book of Remembrance that is kept in 
the narthex.  Parishioners will remember these 
each time we gather for Eucharist.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Carol Palmer, Financial A dminist rator  
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Religious Education Coordinators 
Ms. Elaine Phillips 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Michele McHale Pickard 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Joe Messina, Director of Music  & Liturgy 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Ann Dugan, Stewardship Coordinator 
adugan@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

KEEP IN MIND 
SUNDAY BULLETIN 

Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to  
bulletin@stmga.org.  

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  

We invite you to join our parish.  We will be richer for 
your presence and participation.   
On-line registration is available at: www.stmga.org.  
For more information about membership and  
registration, Contact Marie Diebold at: 
mdiebold@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 

PARKING AT STM 

Plentiful off-street parking is available behind the church 
with access from W. Trinity Place.  Limited off-street  
parking is available in front of the church with access 
from W. Ponce de Leon Ave. 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mdiebold@stmga.org


 

 

FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

Beginning next week, parishioners will 
notice a change in the way we do the 
procession of the gifts to the altar and 
the way we take up the collection at 
Sunday Eucharist. 

At present, the ushers take up the  
collection, including any “second  
collection,” immediately after the  
General Intercessions, or Prayers of 
the Faithful. The ushers use the small baskets, one white 
(for the weekly gift to the parish) and one black (for the 
second collection). While the two collections are taken up, 
persons process up the center aisle, preceded by an aco-
lyte, carrying the bread and wine to be used in the Mass. 

From my vantage point, there are several problems with 
this practice. First, some parishioners clearly get  
confused by the two baskets, forgetting which basket is 
for which purpose. I know this is true, because I can see 
the confused looks on many parishioners’ faces as the 
baskets are handed to them, and I see some parishioners 
putting their weekly offering to the parish and their  
offering to the second collection into the wrong baskets. 
Those parishioners who count the collections on Monday 
mornings have confirmed for me that clearly the two col-
lections get mixed up, for they find parishioners’ weekly 
offering to the parish in both baskets. 

More problematic is that the procession of the gifts  
happens while the ushers are standing in the center aisle 
taking up the collections. Liturgically, it is never good 
practice to do two different things at once. Aesthetically, 
there is always some awkwardness as the people in the 
procession try to maneuver past the ushers. Both the 
collection of parishioners’ monetary gifts for the support 
of the parish community and the procession of gifts to 
the table are distinct and important parts of the Mass. 
When the actions take place, each should have the full 
attention of members of the Assembly; parishioners 
should be able to participate in each action as it happens. 
But when the procession occurs in the midst of the col-
lection, the Assembly’s attention is divided, the signifi-
cance and distinctiveness of each action significance is 
compromised, and the procession in particular loses 
much of the grace, reverence, and gravitas that it  
deserves. 

So, after consulting with the ushers and others involved 
in planning our Sunday liturgies, I have decided to initiate 
the following changes next weekend, June 4 and 5. First, 

the ushers will take up only the collection for the benefit 
of the parish after the General Intercessions. Anytime 
there is a second collection, the ushers will take up that 
collection after Communion while the announcements 
are being made. In other words, the first and second col-
lection will be taken up at different times. Separating the 
two collections in time should eliminate any confusion in 
parishioners’ minds about which is which, and the  
different offerings will no longer be accidently  
co-mingled. 

Second, the procession of the gifts will not take place  
until the first collection is completed. Since only one ritual 
action will be happening at a time, the people in the pews 
can be fully engaged in whichever action calls for their 
attention. With this change, the procession with the gifts 
will stand on its own and can proceed with grace and 
with the full attention of the Assembly, and any conflict 
with the ushers taking up the collection will be  
eliminated. 

Third, in order to speed up the collection process, the 
ushers will use long-handled baskets rather than passing 
the small baskets that parishioners now hand from one 
to another down the row. 

I believe that this change makes good sense both  
practically and liturgically, and I hope that the meaning of 
each distinctive action will be clearer to parishioners. 

Fr. Mark 

 

 

 



 

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Alex Brown at 912-713-2518 or Kirsten Wehner at  
404-579-0130, or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com  
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A CATHOLIC? 
If you are interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a 
Catholic, contact Fr. Pat Earl at: pearl@stmga.org, or 404-378-
4588.  For more information on the process of becoming a Catho-
lic, go to: www.stmga.org, and click on “Religious Education and 
Faith Formation.” 

JESUIT EDUCATION 
While the excerpt below refers specifically to Jesuit higher educa-
tion, it is not without relevance to any Jesuit-sponsored education, 
including elementary education.  
“What is different about Jesuit higher education?” Two questions 
will help focus this consideration.  How does the idea that reality is 
suffused with the presence of God, or the idea that the way to  
become more like God is to be as fully human as we can, find  
expression in Jesuit higher education? And does Jesuit higher  
education aspire to provide for its students something more than 
superior academic training? 
“Well-done education at a Jesuit university transforms a student 
and prepares him or her for work that promotes the common 
good, while allowing that student to discern his or her vocation in 
life and, in the long run, to flourish as a human being.  This is the 
transforming power of education on a Jesuit campus rightly  
understood: personal transformation that leads to societal  
transformation through the ongoing dialectic of personal freedom 
and social responsibility.”  
From “Teaching That Transforms,” by Kevin P. Quinn, in America Maga-
zine, a Jesuit periodical, May 9, 2016. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sun May 29        Rosary for Life 10:45 AM Adoration Chapel 

Tue May 31 Holy Hour 6:15 PM Adoration Chapel 

Wed June 1 Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library 

Thu June 2 Cancer Sewing Group 9:00 AM St. Julie Room 

  NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Sat June 4 Baptism Class 10:00 AM St. Julie Room  

  Eucharistic Congress 8:00 AM GA Convention Center  

Sun June 5 St Vincent de Paul 9:30 AM Teacher’s Lounge  

  Rosary for Life 10:45 AM Adoration Chapel 

Mon Jun 6 Welcome Committee Meeting 7:00 PMParish Library 

Tue  June 7 Holy Hour 6:15 PM Adoration Chapel 

Thu June 9 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Sat June 11 Play Auditions 9:00 AM Music Room 

Sun June 12 Rosary for Life 10:45 AM Adoration Chapel 

Mon June 13 Knights of Columbus Knight’s Hall 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by  
appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home 
or in the hospital. 
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-
Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons presenting a child 
for baptism may be required to participate in a 
short preparation program.   
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST  

EUCHARIST, AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the  
Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation for 
the first time, or to be confirmed, contact Elaine 
Phillips at ephillips@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele  
McHale-Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be  
married at St. Thomas More will be required to 
participate in a marriage preparation program.  
 
For more information on the sacraments at STM 
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on 
“Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

LITURGY NOTES 
“We Catholics have been very aware of Christ’s 
presence under the form of bread and wine.  …
But the first and most fundamental presence, the 
presence of Christ in the assembly itself, is all too 
often overlooked.  We do not seem to be very 
good at recognizing Christ in one another.” 
  
“Our failure to easily see Christ really present in 
the people gathered for Eucharist may simply be 
the result of past training which focused almost 
exclusively on the presence of Christ in the form 
of bread and wine, often even concentrating 
more on the presence of Christ in the tabernacle 
than on his presence during the Mass itself.  But 
part of the problem also seems to be a lack of 
awareness among many of the faithful of the  
dignity of their own status as baptized members 
of the Body of Christ.  …We need to help all  
members of our assemblies to claim their rightful 
dignity.  They form the Body of Christ. Christ has 
chosen to be present in the world through 
them.  …Helping our brothers and sisters to  
reclaim their status in the Church may be the 
most important step we can take in renewing our 
liturgical life.”  From Worshiping Well, by  
Lawrence E. Mick. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:pearl@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


 

 

DONUTS & COFFEE IN MULHERN AFTER THE 8:00 & 9:30 AM MASSES 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

     TEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  

       VBS Helpers—We have a different format this year and we need Lifeteen folks to help in all areas, especially with the 6th & 7th 
graders who will be participating.  6th & 7th grade VBS will be in an Edge meeting format, so we need high schoolers who can lead 
small groups and help with presentations.          

        Small Group Sundays —Alex, Paul & Kirsten have started a small discussion group before youth mass on Sundays in the  

parish library.  We will meet between 4:00 PM and 4:15 PM in the library and talk until 5:15 PM.  Come for all or as much as you 
can! Also feel free to email Alex any particular topics you want (foonab@gmail.com) 
 

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 
 Movie Morals Summer Camp—Rising 6th-8th graders are invited to the Movie Morals summer camp from June 14-17 from  

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM in the STM Youth Room. Come explore Hollywood through the eyes of your Christian faith! Please visit 
www.stmgaparish.org for more information. 
 

 EDGE and Lifeteen meetings are over for this school year. We’ll pick back up in the fall. 

PARISH GIVING 
In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
Parish Offertory Goal $30,288.00  
May 14-15 Offertory $15,546.21    
Online     $  7,610.00     
Total    $23,156.21    

 

 

A man stood  at the Pearly Gates wringing his hands 

and biting his lip.  

St. Peter said to him, “No, no. That’s not a sin either. 

My goodness! You must have worried yourself to 

death!” 

KEEP STM IN MIND DURING YOUR SUMMER TRAVELS 

Have fun on your summer vacations! We know you’ll be out 
of town for a few Sundays this summer.  But that doesn’t 
mean you can’t participate through your regular tithes. You 
are more than welcome to either mail or bring your  
offertory by the parish office.  Or you can use an Online 
Giving account.  You can contribute from wherever you are 
or you can even set up payments in advance if you 
like!  And when you give online, it helps us make our  
budget, even when attendance is low. Visit our website at 
www.stmgaparish.org and click on the green icon for the 
Online Giving link. Any questions, contact Marie Diebold at 
404-378-4588 x112 or mdiebold@stmga.org. 

 



 

 

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

ATTENTION SENIOR ADULTS 

If you ride the STM bus to Mass on Saturday evenings, on 
Saturday June 4th the bus WILL NOT BE PICKING YOU UP 
FOR THE 5:30 PM MASS. 
The bus WILL PICK YOU UP SUNDAY, June 5th FOR THE 
5:30 PM MASS. 
 

NEED A RIDE TO THE EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS? 

If you need a ride to the Eucharistic Congress on June 4th, 
the STM bus will be available.  Departure is at 8:00 AM and 
the bus will be parked on the rectory drive.  Seating is  
limited to 14 passengers.   Please email 
mdiebold@stmga.org or call 404-378-4588 x112 to reserve  
a seat. 
 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE 

The mass schedule for June, July and August will not be 
changed.  
Monday, Wednesday & Friday Masses will be offered at 
12:15 PM and 5:30 PM 
Tuesday & Thursdays Masses will be offered at 5:30 PM 
Saturday Mass will be offered at 9:00 AM 
 

NEW CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The Church office is now open Sunday mornings from  
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM.  

SUMMERTIME BASKETBALL  

This clinic is for rising 3rd graders through 8th graders (kids 
who will be in 3rd grade through 8th grade this coming  
August).  With a couple of exceptions, we will have sessions 
on most Wednesdays and Saturdays during the  
summer.  We will probably start the weekend of June 4 or 
June 11 depending on how many registrations we  
receive.  The cost is $65.00 for one child and $35.00 for 
each additional child.  Please feel free to contact Mark  
Phillips at mphillips@iammorrison.com or at 404 664 4459 
if you have any questions.   
 

CHANGE IN MASS SCHEDULE 

On Monday, May 30th (Memorial Day) the only daily mass 
will be offered at 10:00 AM. 

SUNDAY NURSERY 

Our Sunday Nursery for ages 3 months - preschool is open 
every Sunday throughout the summer during our 9:30 AM 
and 12:00 noon masses.  We open 15 minutes before each 
mass.  Please have your child(ren) join us this summer.  You 
can focus on mass while they have fun and play in a safe 
place! Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator:  Mary 
Ann Brock  404-520-9915  dmabrock@bellsouth.net . 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

ARCHDIOCESE OF ATLANTA EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 2016  

Archbishop Gregory, along with Bishop Talley and Bishop Zarama, ask that you join 
them for this year's Eucharistic Congress at the Georgia International Convention Cen-
ter, June 3rd and 4th. The theme comes from the Gospel of Luke, "Be Merciful Just As 
Your Father Is Merciful". For more information, visit http://congress.archatl.com. Watch 
a video about the Eucharistic Congress, https://vimeo.com/166414807 
 

THE MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY 

The Missionaries of Charity are seeking host families during the months of June and July 
for their summer camp program's visiting volunteers from Augusta's “Alleluia” commu-
nity.  Emails of interest may be sent to Sr. Dominga via parishioner Jen Dalmy at:   
jengossett@gmail.com.  Phone inquiries can be made to: 404-892-5111.  For more  
information on the “Alleluia” community, please visit:  www.yeslord.com.  

 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES ATLANTA LEADERSHIP CLASS 
We are now accepting nominations for the 2016 Catholic Charities Atlanta  
Leadership Class.  If you or someone you know is interested in participating in the 
2016 class, you can find nomination forms and sponsorship information on CCA’s  
website. For additional information, contact Julia Bacce-Moseley at 404-920-7757 or 
jbacce@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org. 



 

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

CALL TO FAMILY, COMMUNITY, AND  

PARTICIPATION 

The person is not only sacred but also social. How we  
organize our society -- in economics and politics, in law and 
policy -- directly affects human dignity and the capacity of 
individuals to grow in community. Marriage and the  
family are the central social institutions that must be  
supported and strengthened, not undermined. We believe 
people have a right and a duty to participate in society,  
seeking together the common good and well-being of all, 
especially the poor and vulnerable. 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING  

Traffickers are opportunistic hunters and see major sporting 
events, and the thousands of people who flock to sports 
venues, as an opportunity for huge profits with little risk of 
penalty or punishment. Human trafficking is a business, and 
traffickers will take advantage of what they perceive to be 
good business opportunities – including national and  
international sporting events.   For more information, please 
visit the U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking at  
sistersagainsttrafficking.org.  

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES 

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

   IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY 

“Ignatian spirituality is grounded in the conviction that 
God is active in our world. As the great Jesuit paleontol-
ogist Pierre Teilhard de Chardin wrote: "God is not  
remote from us. He is at the point of my pen, my pick, 
my paintbrush, my needle — and my heart and my 
thoughts." The spiritual path laid out by Ignatius is a 
way of discerning God's presence in our everyday lives. 
And doing something about it.”   
From www.jesuits.org/spirituality.  

IGNATIAN SILENT RETREATS  

Come join us for one or both of Fr. Brent’s last retreats 
at Ignatius House and encounter our merciful God, 
who will speak to you in the quiet, and draw you to 
drink from the well-spring of life.  
 
Two Inspirational Retreats 
3 Night Silent Retreat June 2-5 
2 Night Silent Retreat (Feast Day Retreat) July 29-31 
 
To register: Please go to www.ignatiushouse.org or call 
us at 404-255-0503. 

  

STM would like to thank Fr. Bruce Maivlett, S.J.  

for the wonderful Parish Mission.  
The three nights of Ignatian Spirituality gave us all a wonderful 
insight into this rich heritage.  
One of the insightful prayers he shared was the Patient Trust.  

 
Patient Trust 
Above all, trust in the slow work of God. 
We are quite naturally impatient in everything 
to reach the end without delay. 
We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 
We are impatient of being on the way to something 
unknown, something new. 
And yet it is the law of all progress 
that it is made by passing through 
some stages of instability— 
and that it may take a very long time. 
And so I think it is with you; 
your ideas mature gradually—let them grow, 
let them shape themselves, without undue haste. 
Don’t try to force them on, 
as though you could be today what time 
(that is to say, grace and circumstances 
acting on your own good will) 
will make of you tomorrow. 
Only God could say what this new spirit 
gradually forming within you will be. 
Give Our Lord the benefit of believing 
that his hand is leading you, 
and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself 
in suspense and incomplete. 

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, SJ  

SUMMER DRESS 

Now that the warm weather is here everyone likes to 
get casual about their dress. Please do not be too 
casual about how you dress for Mass. It is important 
that we dress appropriately for the celebration of 
the Mass no matter where we are or what we are 
doing. We should try to avoid being dressed as if we 
are coming or going to the tennis court or swimming 
pool. 


