
SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Closed for Lunch  
12:00-12:30 PM  

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
10:00 AM 

 
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

9:00 AM (School Mass) 
12:15 PM 
6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 
 
 

         June 3, 2018—Corpus Christi 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

ATTENTION: BUS SCHEDULE 
There will be no bus on Saturday, 
June 9th.  However, it will run 
on Sunday, June 10th for the 5:30  
PM Mass.  

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
The new Grief Support Group will 
start on Monday, June 4th at 7:00 PM 
and will meet in the Family Room. See 
page 6 of the bulletin for details. 

MORE EATS 
 

June 6th 6:00 – 7:30 PM, Mulhern Hall Adults $5.00 Children $2.50 
 

Chicken, Green Beans, Potatoes, Salad, Rolls and Pudding.  New families and  
individuals are invited to enjoy a complimentary meal!! 
 

RSVP via phone 404-378-4588, sign up in the narthex or email 
ccollins@stmga.org. 

 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Mon., June 4                 Franz Hofer † 
                                                                      
Tues., June 5 Murray Burton † and Aubrey Morgan † 
                                                                       
Wed.,  June 6            Jim Honecamp † 

Thurs., June 7           Holden Viers †  

Fri., June 8           Edward Catalano † 
 
 
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Ann Berry  
 

Please pray for those who received their First Eucharist: 
Catalina Chowell  
Julian Phillips  
 
 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an 
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the 
express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 

JOIN STM PARISH  

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory  
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish 
offices during normal business hours.  

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
Mon. June 4-8 EDGE Summer Camp 
 
Wed, June 6  Knights of Columbus 4th Degree Meeting—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room  
 
Thurs., June 7 Men’s Basketball—8:00 PM—Gym  
    
Fri., June 8  Tai Chi New Session—10:30 AM—Church  
 

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 

Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
rcasals@stmga.org 
 

Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 

Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation  
mcp@stmga.org 
EDGE  and LIFETEEN   youth@stmga.org 
 

Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator 
Rdelvalle@stmga.org 
 

Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 

Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 

Aaron Daniecki,  Building Maintenance Technician 
adaniecki@stmga.org 
 

Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 

Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 

Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 

Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators  
rcia@stmga.org 
 

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 

Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 

 

Emails for STM Business Only 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor…  
 
St. Ignatius insisted from the  
beginning that Jesuits be free and 
willing to be sent wherever his 
religious superior wanted him to 
go.  This is one reason why Jesuits 
historically avoided service in  
parishes; Ignatius feared that, if 
Jesuits took up parish duties, they 
would be inclined to settle in and 
get comfortable and would be 
less free to “be sent.”  
 
No Jesuit moves more often than Jesuit novices.  During my 
own two-year novitiate, I lived in no fewer than five  
different cities for at least six weeks, and I was assigned to 
do ten different works, including ministry as a prison  
chaplain, a nurses’ aide in a cancer hospital, a law clerk for 
a Philadelphia trial court judge, an attorney with the  
Philadelphia Public Defender’s Office, and a teacher’s aide 
in a school for children with special needs.  Even when we 
were living in the novitiate house for several months, we 
novices were ordered to move from one room to another 
three times. The idea in all this was that we were to get 
used to moving, since that was how we would be expected 
to live the rest of our Jesuit lives. 
 
So parishioners shouldn’t be surprised when they see  
Jesuits coming and going from St. Thomas More. 
 
As you have heard, Fr. Rudy will leave STM on June 21 to 
take up a new assignment in New York City.  He will be part 
of a team of Jesuits and support staff who will promote  
vocations to the Society of Jesus.  Fr. Rudy has been here a 
little less than one year, but he has become a favorite of 
many STM parishioners.  We will miss him. 
 
Rudy will be replaced temporarily by Fr. Paul Rourke, a 
(relatively) young Jesuit who was ordained eight years ago.  
Most recently, Paul has served as the Director of Campus 
Ministry at Georgetown Law Center in Washington DC.  
Paul will arrive in early September and will stay through 
December when he will take up another assignment. 
 
In January, Paul will be replaced by Fr. Tim Stephens.  Tim 
has been a Jesuit since 1989.  He has served as the  
Treasurer of the Maryland Province of the Society of Jesus 
for the past ten years.  Tim has been assigned to serve at 
STM indefinitely. Consider him to be a “permanent”  
replacement for Fr. Rudy. 
 
Fr. Pat is due back in mid-July after a long recovery from 
foot surgery.  He will have limited duties. 
 
Between Rudy’s departure in mid-June and Fr. Paul’s arrival 
in early September, I’ll get some short-term help from a 
Jamaican Jesuit, Fr. Lester Orville Shields.  Lester Orville has 
been a Jesuit since 1981.  Lester Orville and I studied  
theology together in Boston in the early ‘90s.  He currently 

works as a mental health counselor at the University of the 
West Indies Health Centre in Kingston, Jamaica.  He will 
help out at STM during the month of July. 
 
Arriving in early January is Fr. Joe Lingan, a Jesuit since 
1979.  Joe will do full time work at Ignatius House Jesuit 
Retreat Center in Sandy Springs.  His previous assignment 
was as religious superior of the Jesuit Community at 
Georgetown University in Washington DC. 
 
When the dust settles shortly after the first of the year,  
seven Jesuits (six priests and one scholastic) will be living in 
the STM rectory:  Fr. Pat, Fr. Tim Stephens, and I will be 
working at STM parish; Fr. Peter Fink and Fr. Joe Lingan will 
be working at Ignatius House; and Fr. Todd Kenny and  
Steve Nicholson will be working at Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit 
High School. 
 
Please make the new men welcome. 
 
Fr. Mark  
 
P.S.  I remind parishioners that we are starting a Grief  
Support Group for the benefit of persons who have 
suffered a serious loss of some kind and who might benefit 
from sharing their own experience with others.  Mary 
Delany, a professional therapist/counselor with offices in 
Decatur, has graciously agreed to lead the group.  The 
group will meet the first Monday of each month in the 
Family Room in the church narthex.  The group is a 
“reincarnation” of the Grief Support Group that Ann Dugan 
chaired for so long. 
 
I hope that this group will prove to be helpful to  
parishioners who are grieving.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign 
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information 
form are available under Baptisms on the website.  
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at  
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 
 
MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 
FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 
HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed  
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from  
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.  
 
HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS PARISH FINANCES 
SECOND COLLECTION  

June 10 STM St Vincent de Paul  
June 17 Mission Cooperative  

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
STM SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE  
The STM Social Justice Committee is seeking new members.  The 
Committee is charged with developing the parish’s annual social 
justice program, including education and advocacy activities, and 
recommending the dispersal of the parish’s social justice 
tithe.  Interested persons should email Fr. Mark at: 
mhorak@stmga.org.  
 

CRISTO REY ATLANTA STUDENTS THANK STM 

The four Cristo Rey Atlanta students whom STM has been  
supporting the past two years have all sent notes to STM  
thanking parishioners for their generous gift.  Two of the  
four - Amber Jefferson and Tanya Mbugua - graduated this past 
week.  Amber will be attending Georgia State University, and 
Tanya will be attending Georgia Tech.  Tanya wrote: "Thank you 
so much for your support.  It is greatly appreciated." STM  
intends to continue supporting four Cristo Rey students in the 
coming year, thanks to the generosity of STM parishioners. 
 

STM IS COMMITTED TO IMPLEMENTING LAUDATO SI’ 
Complying with Pope Francis' teaching in his encyclical, Laudato 
Si, and the Archdiocese of Atlanta's Action Plan for Implementing 
Laudato Si’, STM remains committed to protecting the natural 
environment, including reducing carbon emissions that  
contribute to global warming.  As the US Bishops have declared:   
"[A]t its core, global climate change is not about economic  
theory or political platforms, nor about partisan advantage or 
interest group pressures. It is about the future of God's creation 
and the one human family. It is about protecting both 'the  
human environment' and the natural environment. It is about 
our human stewardship of God's creation and our responsibility 
to those who come after us" (U.S. Conference of Catholic  
Bishops, Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence, 
and the Common Good, 2001).  Fr. Mark has asked the STM  
Social Justice Committee to propose ways for our parish to  
accomplish this, including designing and building  
environmentally-sustainable parish buildings and facilities. 

RCIA NEWS 
RCIA INQUIRER SESSIONS  

Are you interested in becoming a Catholic? Or simply would like 
to learn more about the Catholic faith? RCIA may be right for 
you! RCIA Inquirer sessions take place on June 17, July 1, July 15, 
and July 29, at 10:45 AM in the St. Julie Room. If you have any 
questions, please contact the RCIA Directors at rcia@stmga.org. 
 

mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
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For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact Mrs. McP  404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle— 
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

ATTENTION PARENTS OF RISING COLLEGE FRESHMAN 
Got a newly minted rising college freshman?  STM MORE youth wants to know where they are going to school in the fall.  
We plan to send them some goodies before their first college fall semester finals.  Visit the parish website (under Youth 
News on the home page) to let us know. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—JULY 9-13 
Registration is now open for STM’s 2018 Vacation Bible School. Children participate 
each day from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM. Activities will take place on the STM grounds both 
inside and outside. Camp is open to all children entering K - 7th grade in the fall. Regis-
trants do not have to be parishioners. Visit the parish website to register your children 
or to volunteer.  
 

We need teen and adult helpers to make this camp a success. Email: 
rdelvalle@stmga.org with any questions.  
 
The theme this year is "Marvelous Mystery: The Mass Comes Alive!" 

This program has been especially designed to help the Mass come alive for your child
(ren)! During the week, your children will come to better understand the Catholic Mass 
and deepen their love and appreciation for Jesus in the Eucharist. 
 

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 June 10: El Refugio Service Event. El Refugio, a local non-
profit that serves the families of men detained at the 
Stewart Detention Center. YAM will help prepare meals 
to serve visiting families. Email 
kathrynwedwards@gmail.com to reserve your spot.  

 June 24: Wine & Cheese—Meet other young adults from 
our parish. 

 July 18: A Modern Nun: Living Religious Life in 2018 with 
Sister Mary Priniski 

 July 28: Habitat for Humanity Build Day from 8:00 AM –
4:00 PM. Email kathrynwedwards@gmail.com to sign up.  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

FALL IN LOVE, STAY IN LOVE - A NEW IGNATIAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM  

St Thomas More is pleased to debut a new marriage 
preparation program called Fall In Love, Stay In Love . 
The title is inspired by a prayer attributed to former 
Jesuit superior general Pedro Arrupe SJ. Beginning in 
September, and offered three times per year, this  
4-week program will be available to any couple  
preparing for marriage. Drawing from the wisdom of 
the Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius, the program 
will invite couples to consider their own relationship  
together with the person of Jesus who is calling them 
to an ever deeper friendship and the mission to share 
God’s love with the world. For more information and to 
register please contact Andy and Sarah Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org.  

mailto:kathrynwedwards@gmail.com


PARISH LIFE 

SCHOOL NEWS 
STM OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Monday – Thursday 
 

VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION 
Registration is now open for rising 5th-8th graders that either attend STM school or who are parishioners of STM parish. 
STM competes in the Catholic Metro Volleyball League (CMVL), and the season runs from August through early October, 
with two practices per week and matches on Saturday mornings. No experience is needed!  We will hold open gyms over 
the summer to give players ample time to get acquainted with the sport if they aren ’t already.  
Registration will run until June 14th.  Register online at the STM athletics website:  
leagues.bluesombrero.com/stmga (registration tab). 
We are looking for assistant coaches - no experience is needed.  If you are interested, please contact Kristy Heller at  
krichheller@gmail.com. We will provide training and support. 
 
 
 

CONGRATULAITONS TO OUR YOUTH 
STM School recently held a Spring Awards Ceremony.  The 
"Christian Service Award" was given to 8th graders who were  
exceptional in their commitment to he care of others outside of the 
regular school day.  
 
Left to right: Enoch Woldu, Devin Smith, Jack McIlvaine, Mary Freeman, 
and Joseph Bonnie. 

 
 
 
 
 

CANCER SEWING GROUP 
The Cancer Sewing luncheon will be held on June 14th. 

 

FEAST OF ST THOMAS MORE SPECIAL MASS 
June 22 is the Feast of St. Thomas More, our parish patron. 
Our parish will host a special mass for the feast day at 5:30 
PM in the main Church. Please join members of the St. 
Thomas More Society at the Marlay House after mass for 
an informal gathering. 
 

ASL SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER MAY BE 

AVAILABLE FOR STM PARISHIONERS  
With assistance from the Archdiocese, STM may be able to 
provide an ASL sign language interpreter at certain Sunday 
Masses for parishioners who are deaf or seriously hearing 
impaired. If you yourself or someone you know might be 
interested in this service, please contact the parish offices.  
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  
Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is 
open for ages 3 months – preschool (including all 4 yr olds, 
some of whom may be enrolled in Religious Educ., held be-
tween the 9:30 & noon masses). Questions? Contact our 
Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 
dmabrock@bellsouth.net  

 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP STARTING SOON 
STM will offer a new grief support group with the purpose 
of providing mutual support to persons who have suffered 
some sort of significant loss in their lives and who are  
grieving that loss.  The group will be open to STM  
parishioners, both male and female. The group will meet 
once a month on the first Monday of every month in the 
Family Room at STM beginning on June 4, 2018.  Meetings 
will be held from 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM. The meeting will be led 
by parishioner, Mary Delaney, MS, LPC,  a professional  
counselor/therapist with a specialty in individual and  
couples therapy. 

 
 

http://leagues.bluesombrero.com/stmga
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

NEED A LIFT FOR YOUR HEART, MIND, AND SOUL?  
On July 10 at 7:00p.m., L'Arche Atlanta and the Emory 
Aquinas Center are co-hosting a screening of Summer in 
the Forest, a documentary on the incredible story of L'Arche's 
founder, Jean Vanier. The film draws us into the lives of 
some of L'Arche's residents, both in France and Bethle-
hem. Vanier's philosophy of love, peace, and friendship 
driving out fear permeates the film. 
 
Where: Emory Center for Ethics, Room 102, 1531 Dickey 
Drive, Atlanta, GA 30322 
 
Parking on campus is free; park in the Peavine lot. 
The event is free; popcorn and soda will also be provid-
ed.  Perfect for people 12 and older. 
 
For more information, the movie's trailer, & to register, visit: www.larcheatlanta.org/community-events 
 
 

CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST. ANN TO BE SET ON “FIRE”  
The Catholic Church of St. Ann in Marietta, Ga. will be set 
ablaze when they host Jesus ’ Fire!, a retreat on Receiving 
and Living the Full Anointing of the Holy Spirit, presented by 
“Catholics Living in The Spirit”, June 22-24.  Four speakers 
will include international evangelist and healing ministers 
Fathers Peter Mary Minh Bui and Father James Blount 
SOLT.  Jesus’ Fire! is open to the public and begins Friday 
evening at 7:00 PM through 1:00 PM Sunday. The entire 
weekend is only $35 per person, or an entire family for 
only $69.  Special hotel rates have been arranged for out 
of town travelers. 
 
A special Mass followed by a Healing and Miracle Service  
Saturday night from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and is OPEN AND FREE. For more details contact the website at 
www.atlccr.org or contact Marlene Lee-Seaton, Event Coordinator.  
 
 

WITNESSES FOR JESUS CHRIST  
Saturday, August 18 from 8:00 AM — 5:00 PM at the Renaissance Atlanta  
Waverly Hotel and Convention Center. Hosted by the Archdiocese of Atlanta and 
the Metro Deaneries 
 
Workshops Include: 
The Grand Narrative of Scripture 
Effective Catechesis for Children 
Care and Feeding of Teen Leaders 
Preparing Rites for the Catechumenate (RCIA) 
Plus over 40 additional workshop choices! 

Opening Prayer—Archbishop Wilton Gregory 

Vigil Mass, 4:00 pm— Bishop Ned Shlesinger 
 
Keynote address by: 
Stephen Binz (English)  
Padre Pedro Poloche (Spanish) 
Fr. Tan Robert Pham (Vietnamese) 

Registration $25 (Lunch included). Contact your PCL for payment options. For 
Information and to Register:  www.atlcatechistconference.com #Atlantacc 
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