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CALL TO ACTION
On June 13, 2017, representatives of Jesuit parishes throughout the
Maryland Province will gather in Washington, DC in support of Bread
for the World. Bread for the World is a collective Christian voice urging
our nation's decision makers to end hunger at home and abroad.
The United States and many other countries have made substantial
progress in recent decades toward ending hunger and poverty. In the
past 30 years, the number of persons worldwide who are living in extreme poverty — living on less than $1.90 a day — has been cut in
half. But more needs to be done. Nearly 800 million people in the
world live each day hungry. In the United States alone, 1 in 6 children
lives in a family that struggles with hunger.
This will be a particularly challenging year. Programs that help families
alleviate hunger and rise out of poverty are threatened with deep
funding cuts. What can you do to help? Let your voice be heard.
Your persistent advocacy on behalf of the poor and hungry will promote their interests.
Write, call, and/or email your representative in Congress before June
13 urging them to make decisions that will put our country and the
world on track to ending hunger by 2030.
(continued on page 5 under Social Justice)

GEORGIA BULLETIN AVAILABLE TO PARISHIONERS
Several

hundred STM families receive a “hard copy” of the Archdiocesan newspaper, the Georgia Bulletin, at parish expense. If you are presently receiving the
Georgia Bulletin but do not want it, please call or email Marie Diebold in the
parish oﬃces (404-378-4588; (mdiebold@stmga.org) and ask her to remove you
from the subscription list.
If you are not receiving the “hard copy” of the Georgia Bulletin and would like to
receive it, please call or email Marie. She will put you on the subscription list.
Parishioners can access the Georgia Bulletin on-line at:
https://georgiabulletin.org/

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to
say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.
MONDAY, June 5 Claira Stepho †
TUESDAY, June 6 Michele Bishoﬀ
WEDNESDAY, June 7 Margaretha Darmawan
THURSDAY, June 8 Thomas Mathews †
FRIDAY, June 9 Andrew Rau †
CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE WHO HAVE
RECENTLY MADE THEIR FIRST EUCHARIST
Molly Houchins
Andrew Pawloski
Ava Pyron
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to
be remembered, or have the express permission of the one
to be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter and
bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in the
Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Staﬀord, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Wed June 7 Knights of Columbus 4th Degree
6:30 PM Mulhern Hall
Sun June 11 Baptisms
2:00 PM Church
Mon June 12 Baptism Class
7:00 PM Parish Library
Knights of Columbus Meeting
7:00 PM Youth Room

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
ﬁnancially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Oﬀertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish oﬃces during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
On the second page of the parish
bulletin, directly opposite this
pastor’s piece, is a section called
“prayer requests.” In this section,
we list the names of those
persons whom parishioners have
asked us to remember when we
pray. The list includes those who
are sick, who have recently died,
and who have been recently
married or baptized
Also listed are the names of persons whom parishioners
have asked to be remembered at one of the weekday
Masses. This continues a long tradition in the Church in
which persons ask the priest to remember a loved one,
usually deceased, at a particular Mass. By tradition, the
one requesting the priest’s prayers normally gives the
priest a sum of money. Sometimes, at the beginning of
Mass, you’ll hear the priest say, “This Mass is being oﬀered
for so-and-so,” as if the Mass is being oﬀered for that
person alone. This is not permitted, and in fact is not true.
And while we are happy to honor your requests to
remember your loved ones at Mass, we don’t take money
in exchange. Let me explain why.

Canons 945 to 958 (1973). Under the new law, it is still
permissible and perfectly proper for one to ask a priest to
remember a particular intention at Mass, but the priest
may not demand a monetary payment in exchange. No
priest’s prayer – certainly not a Mass - is for sale. To be
sure, the new law permits one to make a free will oﬀering
to the priest, but this is a gift, not a quid pro quo. And if
one does freely choose to make such a gift, it is called an
“oﬀering,” not a “stipend.”
The new provisions in canon law also make it clear that
when one arranges a “special intention” for a Mass, one
does not thereby gain some special beneﬁt, or fruit, that is
not available to others. Further, the priest is not precluded
from remembering other intentions. Indeed, basic Catholic
teaching is that e ve ry Mass is oﬀered for many intentions.
No one – living or dead - is excluded from the community’s
prayer at Mass. A careful reading of any of the Eucharistic
Prayers conﬁrms this.

At St. Thomas More we go even further than canon law
requires in this matter. At STM, we will not accept even a
free will oﬀering of money at the time a parishioner
requests that the priest remember a loved one or other
intention at Mass. We tell the parishioner that Fr. Pat or I
will be happy to remember the parishioner’s intention at
Mass, and that we will do this gratuitously. We tell the
parishioner that, by printing this intention in the parish
bulletin, we are asking all parishioners to also pray for this
intention. If the parishioner still wishes to make a gift, we
From the earliest days of the Church, the faithful have
tell the parishioner that we are grateful for the gift, and
brought gifts to Sunday Eucharist. These gifts, presented
that the parishioner should simply place the gift in the
during an “oﬀertory” procession, included not only the
collection basket at Sunday Mass. The gift, when received,
bread and wine used in the Mass, but also a variety of
will be deposited into the general parish fund, and will not
other items for the support of the poor and the clergy.
These items might be money, but often they were food and go to Fr. Pat or me.
clothing and other material goods. Eventually, giving
Conﬁdent that you understand the meaning of this practice
monetary gifts for the support of the Church community
of arranging for a “special intention” at Mass, we invite you
became the usual practice. (We still do this, of course.)
to continue to ask us to remember your loved ones at
weekday Masses. The easiest way to do this is to simply
In addition to supporting the Church by placing money in
the collection basket at the oﬀertory of the Mass, persons call the parish oﬃces and ask the receptionist to add a
sometimes paid an additional sum of money directly to the name to the prayer list. Alternatively, and equally eﬀective,
is to mention aloud the name of your loved one during the
priest in exchange for his promise to remember the
General Intercessions when the community prays for the
donor’s intentions at Mass. These payments were called
sick and the dead.
“stipends.” In times past when the clergy did not receive
adequate compensation from the local bishop, priests
Fr. Mark
often became dependent on these stipends for their
livelihood.
Understandably, many in the Church were uncomfortable
with this practice. It seemed as if one was purchasing the
priest’s prayer. Also, as an inducement to potential donors,
persons were sometimes led to believe that, by giving the
priest a Mass stipend, the donor would obtain some
special spiritual beneﬁt that was not available to others.
Finally, in 1973, in hopes of eliminating these and other
misunderstandings, the Church revised the provisions in
canon law relating to the practice of paying stipends in
return for Mass intentions. See Code of Canon Law,

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
RCIA NOTES
For those wishing more information on the RCIA process,
those returning to the practice of the Catholic faith, those
currently in another Christian denomination and thinking
about coming into the Catholic Church and those not
currently active in any faith tradition ( Christian or not),
these informal information sessions are for you!
Do you feel called to journey along with those who have
expressed a desire to join the Catholic Church? Please
consider a role as a RCIA sponsor. Come to a meeting and
learn more.
RCIA information sessions:
Sunday June 25th 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday July 23rd 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday August 27th 10:30-11:45 AM
All sessions will meet in the St. Julie room in the parish
oﬃces.

IT’S RCIA CLASS REUNION TIME!
If you’ve been through the RCIA process or acted as a
Sponsor (or both!) in the past, come join us to celebrate
and discuss where you are now, how we can continue to
walk with you and ideas you may have about the process.
Sunday August 13th 3 PM-5 PM
We’ll meet in the St. Julie Room & STM parish library.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

LITURGICAL NOTES
We end the Easter Season where we began, with the
disciples locked in an upper room and the risen Christ
oﬀering a sign of peace. Yet today’s scene from Acts is
anything but peaceful with the coming of a sudden noise,
a driving wind, and ﬁre upon each person, followed by
the frenzy of people speaking all at once in diﬀerent
languages. No wonder many who witnessed these events
thought the disciples had just a bit too much to drink!
When the Spirit comes, the gift of peace is not a
guarantee of ease, serenity and calm. From the day of
Pentecost, the disciples would be, at best, dismissed as
drunk and, at worst, put to death. Why should we believe
we would not be given the same destiny as those ﬁrst
Christians when we ask the Spirit to come into our lives?
The gifts of the Holy Spirit are these: wisdom; understanding; counsel; fortitude; knowledge; piety; awe,
wonder, and fear of the Lord. These are given to
strengthen us for the road of discipleship, which will not
always be easy, but it will be joyful and peaceful because
we will not be alone. Today, when we invite the Spirit to
come, let us know what we are asking for.
Diana Macalintal………...GIA Quarterly

Thank you all for your survey responses for our service day
this summer. Mark your calendars for Saturday, July 15 for
our next big STM YAM service event!
event More details to follow
closer to the day.
Questions?
Contact Kathryn Edwards: kathryn.w.edwards@gmail.com
EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS—REVIVE!
Join young adults across the diocese at the Archdiocese of
Atlanta Eucharistic Congress. This year's congress will be held
from June 16-17, and STM YAM will be bringing a group to
the young adult track: Revive!
Friday, June 16th - 7:30 PM Contact Thomas Idzik for more
details:: thomas.idzik@gmail.com

YOUTH AND TEEN MINISTRY
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 1010-14
• Rising 8th graders and older can sign up on the parish website to volunteer at VBS this summer.
LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)
• Mrs. McP is looking for help with the in-house mission on July 25th & 26th. Signup link is below—get a jump on those
service hours for school! http://www.signupge nius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-2annual1
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade)
• June 17th Eucharistic Congress www.SignUpGe nius.com/go/20F0D4AA8AC2CA46-middle4

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

CALL TO ACTION (CONT.)

Several parishioners who are particularly committed to
doing social justice work within the parish serve on the
parish's Social Justice Committee. This Committee is responsible for developing and overseeing a coherent social
justice program for the parish that includes four elements:
1) direct service, 2) advocacy, 3) ﬁnancial support, and
4) parishioner education.

Call/Email:
U.S. Senator Johnny Isakson
202-224- 3643
https://www.isakson.senate.gov/
U.S. Senator David Perdue
202-224-3521
https://www.perdue.senate.gov/

Current members of this parish committee are: Greg
Amoroso, Jen Dalmy, Tanya Frazee, Jim O'Callahan, Gigi
O'Shea, and Robert Weaver.

Congressman Hank Johnson, Jr (4th District)
202-225-1605
https://hankjohnson.house.gov/contact-me
Congressman John Lewis (6th District)
202-225-3801
https://johnlewis.house.gov/contact-me/email
For more information, please go to:

they would not have been able to obtain were it not for the
generosity of STM parishioners.

www.bre ad.org.

RESOURCES ON REFUGEE CARE
STM is deeply involved in resettling a refugee family from
the Central African Republic. Parishioners may want to
volunteer to help with this service. If so, contact Bryn
Murphy at bryne lise murphy@gmail.com or Jen Dalmy at
jen.gossett@gmail.com.

If parishioners simply want to learn more about this issue
and how they might help in other ways, go to the Jesuit Refugee Service (North America) website at: www.jrsusa.org,
Catholic Charities needs volunteers to drive refugee clients or the Jesuit Refugee Service (International) website at:
to healthcare appointments. Volunteer drivers typically pick en.jrs.net.
up clients at their homes, drive them to the appointment,
and help them complete paperwork. Most appointments
are on weekdays in DeKalb County.
If any minor child at least 14 years old will be present with
STEWARDSHIP
you when assist a refugee family member, you must complete a Minor Volunteer Application and School Reference.
ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
For more information, contact Bryn Murphy at
A special Thank You to the families and individuals who have
brynelisemurphy@gmail.com.
sent in their pledges in support of the Archbishop’s Annual
Appeal. STM has met and exceeded its goal!!! Every donaFor information on Volunteer screening, contact
tion to the Appeal over our goal of $127,300 will be returned
cpagoria@stmga.org.
100% to STM. We ask for your continued support. To
donate online securely please go to appeal.archatl.com.
CRISTO REY STUDENTS THANK

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR REFUGEE ASSISTANCE

STM PARISHIONERS
Amber Jeﬀerson, Tanya Mbougua, Nishimwe Vincent, and
Nala Bishop, Cristo Rey Atlanta students whom STM parishioners supports through a major gift, each sent Fr. Mark a
“thank you” note at the close of their school year. In their
notes, these students thank STM parishioners for making it
possible for them to attend school at Cristo Rey, something

YOUR ASSISTANCE PLEASE
When you write a check to donate for a second collection
please don’t combine your donations in one check
(oﬀertory and 2nd collection or diﬀerent 2nd collections). It
is helpful if you write a separate check for each donation
(especially for the SVDP Society). It is ﬁne to write one
check to cover multiple weeks of oﬀertory.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
JUNE FOOD DRIVE
The weekend of June 10-11 is the monthly food drive.
Please bring canned & non-perishable food items and
place in the bins located in the narthex. The proceeds of
this collection will go to the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

FEAST DAY ST. THOMAS MORE SPECIAL MASS
JUNE 22nd
Please join our parish community for a special mass to
honor our patron saint on the Feast Day of Saints Thomas
More and John Fisher on June 22, 2017 at 7:00 PM. During
the feast day mass, we will be joined by members of the
St. Thomas More Society, an organization of Catholic
lawyers in the Archdiocese of Atlanta. Following the mass,
we will gather informally at the Marley House pub to continue the feast day celebration.

S FACTOR JUNE ACTIVITIES
Wed
Fri
Wed
Fri

June 14 Atlantic Station
June 16 Movie Night "Hidden Figures"
June 21 Lunch at Sprig
June 30 Movie Night "20th Century Women"

SPRING SERVICE PROJECT FOR THE S FACTOR
Twenty Six persons participated in The S Factor annual
Spring Visitation to shut ins. They brought with them
cheerful smiles, a small gift, a specially designed greeting
card and lots of love. A total of 46 persons received the
comfort and joy of Jesus through these visitors during the
month of May.

NEW HOURS
The Parish Oﬃce will be closed between 12:00 and
12:30 PM for lunch.
For the summer, the oﬃce will be closed on Sundays. We
will reopen Sunday, August 6th.

SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, twelve months a year,
year our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool (including 3 yr olds no
longer enrolled in Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open
15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child(ren)
join us each week. You can focus on mass while they have
fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available. Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION
St. Thomas More invites girls currently in grades 4-7 (rising
5th-8th graders) that attend STM School or are members of

STM parish to play volleyball. STM competes in the Catholic
Metro Volleyball League, and the season runs from mid-July
through early October, with 2 practices/week and matches
on Saturday mornings. No experience needed!
Registration until June 18 and is online at the STM athletics
website: http://leagues.bluesombrero.com/stmga
(registration tab). Please contact Mary Wagner
(mbwags@gmail.com) with any questions.
We are looking for coaches, no experience needed, if you
are interested, please contact Mary. We provide training
and support! The adults must have a background check
and attend a Virtues class. If they need to have a screening
done or if they have done one previously and need to
check that it has not expired they can contact Corky Pagoria
at 404-378-4588 or cpagoria@stmga.org.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to
Printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

WELCOME TO THE PARISH
Wes & Brigid Chavis & Family
David & Danielle Buckner
Mary Foley
Kevin Greaney
Joe & Amy Hagan & Family
Leigh & Patty Bullen
John & Colleen Dutko & Family
Michael & Morgan Bertozzi & Family
Scott Green
Wes & Kristin Sargent

STM OPEN GYM – SUMMER 2017
A great opportunity for STM students and parishioner students to play basketball this summer. Teams will be divided into intermediate (3rd – 5th) and middle school (6th
– 8th) age groups for 3v3, 4v4 and/or 5v5.
Note – All participants must have a parent/guardian
signed registration and waiver form completed and on ﬁle
in order to participate. The form can be turned in on the
morning of an Open Gym.
For additional questions – Tony Mossing, 678-644-3648,
tmossing@yahoo.com
Save the dates: Saturday, June 17; Time: 9am – 11am
Saturday, June 24; Time: 9am – 11am
Saturday, July 1; Time: 9am – 11am
Saturday, July 8; Time: 9am – 11am
Saturday, August 5; Time: 9am – 11am

SCHOOL NEWS
STM SCHOOL THIS SUMMER
During the summer months there will be lots of work being done in STM School. There are repairs to be made, classrooms to be painted, ﬂoors to be waxed, carpets to be cleaned, etc. Principal Jerry Raymond will be in the school oﬃces
most days during the months of June and July preparing for the opening of the 2017-18 school year. STM School oﬃce
hours during the summer months are 9:00 AM -1:00 PM Monday through Thursday. The oﬃce will be closed July 3
through July 7.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
2017 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
The Archdiocesan Eucharistic Congress will be held June 16-17, 2017 at the Georgia International Convention Center.
Altar servers are still needed for the closing Mass on Saturday, June 17, at 5pm. If you are an STM server and would like
to help, please contact Patricia DeJarnett, Oﬃce for Divine Worship at pdejarnett@archatl.com.
For more information about the Congress, please visit http://congress.archatl.com/ or call 404-920-7340.
Processions for the First Communicants at this year’s Eucharistic Congress are Saturday, June 16th at the morning
Benediction and Saturday evening Mass. Children in their First Communion attire should be dropped oﬀ by a parent or
guardian in the hallway between Hall A and the Spanish Suite, between 8:00 – 8:25 AM for the morning and between
4:30 – 4:55 PM for the evening. For more information, please visit https://congress.archatl.com/coordinators/ﬁrstcommunicants/ or call 404-920-6800.
We are seeking a volunteer(s) to design and make a banner that the STM delegation can carry in the processions that
will be the highlight of the Congress. For information regarding the banner speciﬁcations, go to:
http://congress.archatl.com/coordinators/procession-and-banner-speciﬁcations/. If you can help with this, please let
Marie Diebold know: mdiebold@stmga.org.
C. S. LEWIS ONSTAGE THE MOST RELUCTANT CONVERT
Friday, June 23 at 8 PM and Saturday, June 24 at 2 PM Georgia Tech Ferst Center for the Arts
Award-winning actor Max McLean brings to life one of the most engaging personalities of our age. Adapted from Lewis’
own writings, the story takes audiences on his fascinating journey from atheist to the most vibrant and inﬂuential Christian intellectual of the 20th century.
Ticket information at https://fpatheatre.com/production/the-most-reluctant-convert/

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
MEN’S PRAYER/SUPPORT GROUP FORMING
STM adult men who are interested in being part of a
prayer/support group that is presently forming should
email Fr. Mark at: mhorak@stmga.org. At an initial
organizational meeting at the church, the participants will
themselves determine how frequently the group will meet,
where the group will meet, when the group will meet, and
other logistics.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Monday through Saturday
from 9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.

POPE FRANCIS’ JUNE PRAYER INTENTIONS
National Leaders
That national leaders may ﬁrmly commit themselves to
ending the arms trade, which victimizes so many innocent
people.

