
SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
www.stmgaparish.org 

 
PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

9:00 AM 
5:30 pm (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON, WED, FRI 

12:15 PM 
5:30 PM 

 
TUE & THURS 

5:30 PM 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  

or by appointment 
 

                   JUNE 5, 2016|  10th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Yes, You Are In There!” 
Our Pastoral Plan calls for the active participation of all our parishes and institutions 
in pursuing these four themes as faith goals for this local Church over the next five 
years: 

 Knowing Our Faith  

 Living Our Faith  

 Sharing/Keeping Our Faith  

 The Evolution of Our Parishes 

 

“As the Church in north and central Georgia has continued to  
expand, It became more and more apparent that together we  
needed to understand more clearly and address the very real  
challenges and, equally, the incredible opportunities before our 
faith communities. Such assessments lead to what is generally 
called a Pastoral Plan which is the Archbishop’s vision of how we 
can meet the pastoral needs of the Archdiocese for the next five 
years. This document focuses on “what” we must do. There are 
many details that will be worked out regarding “how” we will move forward as we  
continue to communicate our expectations of and our commitments to one another 
as members of this unique and remarkable family of faith.” 

+Wilton D. Gregory  
Archbishop of Atlanta  

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disci-
ples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age [Matthew 28:18-20].”  

http://pastoralplan.archatl.com 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of 
St. Thomas More will remember the following  
persons along with all the living and dead.  We  
encourage parishioners to say the names of deceased 
loved ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if 
invited to do so by the presider.  
 
MONDAY, June 6, 2016 
5:30 PM Magri Family † 
  
TUESDAY, June 7, 2016 
5:30 PM Rosalie Dowty † 
  
WEDNESDAY, June 8, 2016 
5:30 PM Anto & Ivka Maric † 
  
THURSDAY, June 9, 2016 
5:30 PM Margaret Muller † 
  
FRIDAY, June 10, 2016 
5:30 PM Jef Murray † 
  
SUNDAY, June 12, 2016 
8:00 AM Unborn 
9:30 AM Michele, Angelina & David Florentina † 
5:30 PM Robert A O’Malley † 
 
Pray for those who have died: 
John Matthews, father of Cathy Gable 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact  
Charlotte Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  In order to add a name to these 
lists, you must be either the person seeking  
prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be re-
membered, or have the express permission of the 
one to be remembered. 
  
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will 
be mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the 
General Intercessions and will be published in the 
parish eLetter and bulletin as  soon as  possible af-
ter we receive the request. 
  
In addition, you may add names or special  
intentions in the Book of Remembrance that is kept 
in the narthex.  Parishioners will remember these 
each time we gather for Eucharist.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Carol Palmer, Financial A dminist rator  
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Religious Education Coordinators 
Ms. Elaine Phillips 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Michele McHale Pickard 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Joe Messina, Director of Music  & Liturgy 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Ann Dugan, Stewardship Coordinator 
adugan@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

KEEP IN MIND 
SUNDAY BULLETIN 

Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to  
bulletin@stmga.org.  

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  

We invite you to join our parish.  We will be richer for 
your presence and participation.   
On-line registration is available at: www.stmga.org.  
For more information about membership and  
registration, Contact Marie Diebold at: 
mdiebold@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 

PARKING AT STM 

Plentiful off-street parking is available behind the church 
with access from W. Trinity Place.  Limited off-street  
parking is available in front of the church with access 
from W. Ponce de Leon Ave. 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mdiebold@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

This past week I attended a luncheon 
at Druid Hills Country Club in honor of 
the teachers in our parish school. The 
students had just been dismissed for 
the summer, and Jerry Raymond, the 
principal at the school, and the STM 
Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO) 
arranged the luncheon as a way to 
express their gratitude to the teachers 
and staff for their role in a very successful school year, 
and to say “good-bye” to three teachers who were leaving 
for new positions elsewhere next year (including Kelly 
DesOrmeaux, who will be the new principal at  
Immaculate Heart of Mary next school year). 

It was not my event, but Jerry invited me to say a few 
words. I thanked the teachers and staff for their service 
to the children of the parish. I noted that Jesus, by all  
accounts, spent most of his time encouraging people in 
need and teaching everyone who would listen to the  
meaning of the “Kingdom of God.” If we are true disciples, 
we will do the same thing in our own place and time. 
Therefore, I said, teachers and others who educate 
children (indeed, all teachers) are doing the work of Jesus. 

So I extend the same thanks to our STM catechists and 
others who teach and otherwise form the children in our 
School of Religion, our Edge program, and our Life Teen 
program. These catechists are doing the work of Jesus no 
less than the teachers and administrators in our parish 
school. 

I also want to express my appreciation to Ann Dugan and 
the parishioners who make up our STM Stewardship 
Committee. The Stewardship Committee coordinates and 
encourages many of the parishioners who are engaged in 
our parish’s outreach to the poor and other  
disadvantaged. Ann leads the Committee. Ann is retiring 
from paid service to the parish this summer (she will 
surely remain active in the parish as a volunteer), and I 
want her and the rest of the parish to know how much I 
have valued her service. And I publicly thank the  
members of the Stewardship Committee and those many 
other parishioners who care for those in need in the 
name of our parish. You do this in Jesus’ name. 

And while I am at it, I want to recognize and thank the 
members of the Parish Pastoral Council and Finance 
Council. They have been busy these last several weeks. 
The Parish Pastoral Council provides a valuable service to 
the parish by advising me regarding the mission and  

religious identity of STM and helps me to know whether 
we are being faithful to the Gospel. Over the next several 
months, the Parish Pastoral Council will take on the task 
of doing some pastoral planning for the parish so that we 
are clear on who we want to be and what we want to ac-
complish in the next five to ten years. (Parishioners will 
be asked to participate in this process.) This will require 
more of them than the parish has asked in recent years, 
so I thank them in advance for their service. 

The Finance Council advises me regarding the parish’s 
financial policies and practices and help assure that the 
parish is financially sound and able to carry on its work. 
The Finance Council has just completed its part in  
preparing the parish budget for the coming fiscal year. 

Let me also thank those staff and parents who planned 
and organized the First Eucharist celebrations this past 
month. These are important celebrations in the life of the 
parish. 

Finally, I thank all those other parishioners who work in 
our liturgical ministries, including our music ministry, our 
ministry to the sick and homebound, our adult education 
and RCIA programs, and our social outreach and parish 
life activities. 

You are the life of our parish. 

Fr. Mark 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Alex Brown at 912-713-2518 or Kirsten Wehner at  
404-579-0130, or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com  
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A CATHOLIC? 
If you are interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a 
Catholic, contact Fr. Pat Earl at: pearl@stmga.org, or 404-378-
4588.  For more information on the process of becoming a Catho-
lic, go to: www.stmga.org, and click on “Religious Education and 
Faith Formation.” 

SUMMER INSTITUTE OF CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY  
Spring Hill College is offering its annual Summer Institute of  
Christian Spirituality in June. This year’s Summer Institute is  
inspired by the Year of Mercy and the Encyclical, Laudato Si’.  We 
have titled this summer’s theme “Rejoicing in the God of Mercy.” 
The courses this summer will revolve broadly around the two foci 
of the environment and mercy.  The format of this institute is two 
one-week sessions in Mobile, Alabama; and one one-week session 
and two intensive weekend sessions in Atlanta. Each offers a  
variety of courses for participants to choose from.  For more  
information, visit www.shc.edu/theology or call 1-877-857-6742.  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Mon Jun 6 Welcome Committee Meeting 7:00 PM Parish Library 

Tue  June 7 Holy Hour 6:15 PM Adoration Chapel 

Thu June 9 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Sat June 11 Play Auditions 9:00 AM Music Room 

Sun June 12 Rosary for Life 10:45 AM Adoration Chapel 

Mon June 13 Knights of Columbus  7:00 PM Knight’s Hall 

Wed June 15 Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library 

Thurs June 16    NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Fri June 17 S Factor Movie Night 6:30 PM  St. Julie Room 

Sun June 19 Youth Chior Practice 4:00 PM Church 

Wed June 22 Tatoos on the Heart  7:00 PM St. Julie Room 

Thu June 23 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Sat June 25 Merton Group 11:00 AM St. Julie Room 

Sun June 26 Youth Chior Practice 4:00 PM Church 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by  
appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home 
or in the hospital. 
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-
Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons presenting a child 
for baptism may be required to participate in a 
short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST  

EUCHARIST, AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the  
Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation for 
the first time, or to be confirmed, contact Elaine 
Phillips at ephillips@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele  
McHale-Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be  
married at St. Thomas More will be required to 
participate in a marriage preparation program.  
 
For more information on the sacraments at STM 
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on 
“Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

LITURGY NOTES 
The Eucharist is a communal act of worship, not a  
private or individual act, and to celebrate it properly, 
those who gather must enter into an organic unity 
that enables them to function as the one Body of 
Christ, united with Christ their head in offering the 
sacrifice of praise to the Father. 
“This fact, which is so fundamental to proper  
celebration of the Eucharist, is unfortunately largely 
unrecognized by many, if not most, of those who  
assemble each Sunday for worship. This is not  
surprising when we consider our recent (pre-Vatican 
II) worship experience.  The celebration of the Mass 
for centuries prior to the Second Vatican Council was 
a ‘spectator sport,’ at best.  All that was really  
expected of the assembly is that they be physically  
present….  It was a very individualistic experience, at 
least as far as external participation is concerned. 
“The reform of the liturgy following the Second  
Vatican Council presumes a strong community  
identity and communal engagement in woship… .  The 
new liturgy required some radically new attitudes and  
approaches to worship.  We were shifting from an 
individual to a communal form of worship…. To enter 
into one corporate act of sacrifice and praise requires 
a willingness to surrender some of our  
independence.  We have to be willing to become part 
of something larger than ourselves, and that means 
we must be willing to give up many of our personal 
preferences.”   
From Worshiping Well, by Lawrence E. Mick. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:pearl@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


DONUTS & COFFEE IN MULHERN AFTER THE 8:00 & 9:30 AM MASSES 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

     TEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  

  Lifeteen Mission Trip —  June 19th-25th Nashville, TN 
  Vacation Bible School — June 27th-July 1st — WE NEED TEEN HELPERS! 
  Steubenville Atlanta — put on by Lifeteen — July 8th-10th Atlanta, GA 
  Lifeteen Summer Camp —  July 11th-16th — Camp Hidden Lake, Dahlonega, GA 

 

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 
  EDGE Summer Camp — June 6th–11th — Camp Hidden Lake, Dahlonega, GA 
  Movie Morals Summer Camp—Rising 6th-8th graders are invited to the Movie Morals summer camp from June 14-17 from  

 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM in the STM Youth Room. Come explore Hollywood through the eyes of your Christian faith! Please visit 
 www.stmgaparish.org for more information. 

  EDGE Mission Trip—June 19th-25th 
 

  

PARISH FINANCES 
In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
Parish Offertory Goal $30,288.00  
May 21-22 Offertory  $19,448.71    
Online       $7,105.00   
Total    $26,553.71  
 
Second collection for June 12th – St. Vincent de Paul  
Society 

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES GIVE YOU  

ADDITIONAL INCOME: 
If you are over 65 and have $10,000 or more 
to invest, possibly from a CD that is coming 
due, you may want a Charitable Gift Annuity 
which will give you higher rates than a CD. 
This will give you a large tax deduction and 
provide you with quarterly fixed payments for 
the rest of your life. Here are some  
sample rates based on your age: Age  
65 – 4.7%; Age 70 – 5.1%; Age 75 – 5.8%;  
Age 80 – 6.8%; Age 85 7.8%; Age 90 and  
older 9%. Upon your passing, the remainder 
of the Gift Annuity can go to your parish en-
dowment fund and other charities. Please contact Juliet Greco 
at The Catholic Foundation of North Georgia: jgreco@cfnga.org 
or 404-497-9440. www.cfnga.org 



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

THE S FACTOR SUMMER ACTIVITIES  

Wed   June 8   Lunch at SPRIG  
Tue    June 14  Fernbank Museum & IMAX    
Fri      June 17  Movie Night "Lady in the Van"   
Tue    June 28  Aquarium  
Wed   July 6    3rd annual Red, White & Blue picnic  
Thu    July 14  DSO Summer Pops concert  
Fri     July 29   Movie Night    
Contact Cass Catroppa 404 377 6944 or 
ccassiecat@aol.com   
 

SUMMERTIME BASKETBALL  

This clinic is for rising 3rd graders through 8th graders (kids 
who will be in 3rd grade through 8th grade this coming  
August). The cost is $65.00 for one child and $35.00 for 
each additional child.  Please feel free to contact Mark  
Phillips at mphillips@iammorrison.com or at 404 664 4459 
if you have any questions.   
 

CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH WEEKEND 

Mark your calendars for the Men’s CHRP scheduled for July 
23rd and 24th.  More information and registrations to 
come soon! 

ATTENTION SENIOR ADULTS 
If you ride the STM bus to Mass on Saturday evenings, on 
Saturday June 11th the bus WILL NOT BE PICKING YOU UP 
FOR THE 5:30 PM MASS. The bus WILL PICK YOU UP  
SUNDAY, June 12th FOR THE 5:30 PM MASS. 

 

 

 

ON SECOND THOUGHT! 

What, an April fool’s joke in May?  The masses this summer 
will change after all. 
During the months of June, July and August the only  
scheduled mass will be Monday thru Friday at  
5:30 PM. There will not be a 9:00 AM mass on Saturday 
morning.  Sorry if this causes any confusion.  
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  

Our Sunday Nursery for ages 3 months - preschool is open 
every Sunday throughout the summer during our 9:30 AM 
and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes before each 
mass. Please have your child(ren) join us this summer. You 
can focus on mass while they have fun and play in a safe 
place! Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary 
Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  

MONTHLY FOOD COLLECTION 
The monthly STM food collection will be the weekend of June 
11-12. Please bring canned & non-perishable food items, 
including baby food, cereal, formula, etc. and place in the 
boxes located in the narthex. The proceeds of this  
collection will go to the St Vincent de Paul Society. 

FEAST DAY ST THOMAS MORE SPECIAL MASS  

The parish community will hold a special mass to honor our 
patron saint on the Feast Day of Saints Thomas More and 
John Fisher on Wednesday, June 22 beginning at 7:00 p.m.  At 
the mass, the parish community will be joined by members of 
the St. Thomas More Society, an organization of Catholic  
lawyers in the Archdiocese of Atlanta.   Father Mark Horak, 
S.J. will be the principal celebrant.  For more information  
contact Hart, Daniel P at DHart@seyfarth.com.  

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT 
Do you live with the self -condemnation of abortion? Do you think there is no forgiveness? Do you live with anxiety, fear, 
panic, and depression? Good News! God desires you to be healed and whole. He wants you to be joyful again. Good News! 
We can help. Come to our next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat, JUNE 24, 25, 26, 2016.  PATH (Post Abortion Treatment and  
Healing) will be facilitating a weekend long retreat where broken hearts can be rebuilt, renewed, redeemed. Give yourself 
the gift of Freedom. For more information visit our website at: www.healingafterabortion.org Or call: 404-717-5557 
 

THE MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY 

The Missionaries of Charity are seeking host families during the months of June and July for their summer camp program's 
visiting volunteers from Augusta's “Alleluia” community.  Emails of interest may be sent to Sr. Dominga via parishioner Jen 
Dalmy at:  jengossett@gmail.com.  Phone inquiries can be made to: 404-892-5111.  For more information on the “Alleluia” 
community, please visit:  www.yeslord.com.  

 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES ATLANTA LEADERSHIP CLASS 
We are now accepting nominations for the 2016 Catholic Charities Atlanta  
Leadership Class.  If you or someone you know is interested in participating in the 
2016 class, you can find nomination forms and sponsorship information on CCA’s  
website. For additional information, contact Julia Bacce-Moseley at 404-920-7757 or 
jbacce@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org. 



SOCIAL CONCERNS 

ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME 

On June 18, 2015, Pope Francis released his  
Encyclical “Laudato Si: On Care for Our Common Home.” In it, 
he challenges us to reflect on the ways we use our  
resources and care for God’s creation. In support of this  
Encyclical, The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Atlanta  
introduces our “Refresh” campaign, which encourages Pope 
Francis’ message and engages our community to look at new 
and exciting ways we can “Care for Our Common Home.”  
http://archatl.com/catholic-life/refreshatl/ 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING  

Traffickers are opportunistic hunters and see major sporting 
events, and the thousands of people who flock to sports ven-
ues, as an opportunity for huge profits with little risk of pen-
alty or punishment. Human trafficking is a business, and 
traffickers will take advantage of what they perceive to be 
good business opportunities – including national and  
international sporting events.   For more information, please 
visit the U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking at  
sistersagainsttrafficking.org.  

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES 

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

   IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY 

“Ignatian Spirituality, and the Spiritual Exercises,  
provided both then and now, a way to pray, an 
 approach to making decisions and a practical guide to 
everyday life.  With its focus on individual and personal 
experience, Ignatian Spirituality continues to be  
relevant and well suited for today’s men and women 
navigating their way in an increasingly active and ever 
changing world.”  From www.ignatiushouse.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IGNATIAN SILENT RETREATS  

Come join us for one of Fr. Brent’s last retreats at  
Ignatius House and encounter our merciful God, who 
will speak to you in the quiet, and draw you to drink 
from the well-spring of life.  
 
2 Night Silent Retreat (Feast Day Retreat) July 29-31  
 
Please go to www.ignatiushouse.org or call us at 404-
255-0503 for more information. 

“Our weekend retreats, based on the Spiritual  
Exercises of St. Ignatius, provide retreatants the  
opportunity through a variety of types of prayer (silent, 
communal, guided, reconciliation service, faith sharing, 
the Ignatian Examen and liturgy) to quiet down and 
examine where God is at work in the world and their 
lives. Retreatants are free to attend whichever of these 
exercises that are helpful to them, or they may use 
their time profitably as they see fit. Time in the  
schedule and physical settings of the retreat center 
offer one solitude, nature trails, reflection/prayer areas 
and numerous opportunities to be alone with yourself 
and God.” 

KEEP STM IN MIND DURING SUMMER TRAVELS 

Have fun on your summer vacations! We know you’ll be out 
of town for a few Sundays this summer.  But that doesn’t 
mean you can’t participate through your regular tithes. You 
are more than welcome to either mail or bring your  
offertory by the parish office.  Or you can use an Online  
Giving account.  You can contribute from wherever you are 
or you can even set up payments in advance if you like!  And 
when you give online, it helps us make our budget, even 
when attendance is low. Visit our website at 
www.stmgaparish.org and click on the green icon for the Online 
Giving link. Any questions, contact Marie Diebold at  
404-378-4588 x112 or mdiebold@stmga.org. 

SUMMER DRESS 

Now that the warm weather is here everyone likes to get 
casual about their dress. Please do not be too casual about 
how you dress for Mass. It is important that we dress  
appropriately for the celebration of the Mass no matter 
where we are or what we are doing. We should try to avoid 
being dressed as if we are coming or going to the tennis 
court or swimming pool. 

SUMMER REMINDERS 


