June 10, 2018—10th Sunday in Ordinary Time
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES

SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

EDGE SUMMER CAMP 2018
Our EDGE youth group travelled to Camp Hidden Lake this past week.
Hidden Lake is a community of Catholics committed to facilitating an
encounter with Christ and parish-based discipleship.

FEAST OF ST THOMAS MORE SPECIAL MASS
June 22 is the Feast of St. Thomas More,
our parish patron. Our parish will host a
special mass for the feast day at 5:30 PM in
the main Church. Please join members of
the St. Thomas More Society at the Marlay
House after mass for an informal
gathering.

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

SUMMER RCIA CLASSES STARTING SOON
See page 7 of the bulletin for information about our next round of
RCIA Inquirer sessions that will take place starting on June 17.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
Monday, June 11
Tuesday, June 12
Wednesday, June 13
Thursday, June 14
Friday, June 15

Christopher Swanson †
Jef Murray †
Kay Nadicksbernd † and
Anthony Samuel Tumpson †
Anna Goins †
Franz Pfeffer von Salomon †

Please pray for those who have died:
Geraldine Chavez, mother of parishioner Susana Chavez

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN youth@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

Please pray for those who are sick:
Anthony Civitello

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org

Please pray for those who received their First Eucharist:
Katy Hatcher
April Kamau

Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org

Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish
offices during normal business hours.

Patricia Weaver, Receptionist

pweaver@stmga.org

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., June 11

Baptism Class—7:00 PM—Parish Library
Knights of Columbus—7:00 PM—Youth Room
YAM Leadership Meeting—7:00 PM—Family Room

Thurs, June 14

Cancer Sewing Luncheon—9:00 AM—St. Julie Room
Men’s Basketball—8:00 PM—Gym

Fri., June 15

S Factor Tai Chi New Season—10:30 AM—Church

Sun., June 17

RCIA—10:00 AM—St. Julie Room
Croatian Mass—2:00 PM—Church
Croatian Celebration—3:00 PM—Mulhern Hall

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
This past week, I approved the
budget for STM parish
operations (excluding the
parish school) for the fiscal
year beginning July 1, 2018,
and ending June 30, 2019.
Several weeks ago, parish staff
and those parishioners who
manage certain parish programs prepared the initial
budget proposals based on their assessment of the
effectiveness and appeal of present programs and
their plans for future programs. Carol Palmer, the
parish Business Manager, and I met with these staff
and parishioners to review their proposals. After
making adjustments to these proposals, Carol and I
presented the draft budget to the STM Finance
Council at its May 9 meeting. After considerable
discussion and some minor changes, the Finance
Council recommended approval of the FY19 budget.
After the Parish Council reviewed the recommended
budget, I approved it.
The approved budget is a balanced budget without
significant increases in projected revenue or
expenditures. The approved budget anticipates
“Offertory” revenue of slightly more than $1.8 million
for the year. This includes both the “in pew”
collections taken each Sunday and the contributions
parishioners make “online.” The proportion of total
revenue collected through online giving has been
steadily increasing in recent years. This is a welcome
development as more parishioners shift to online
giving.
We project total parish revenue, including interest on
several parish investment accounts, fees for certain
parish programs, e.g., basketball and volleyball and
youth faith formation, to be almost $2.1 million. This
projected total revenue is essentially the same in
FY19 as it was in FY18.
Total anticipated expenditures for parish operations
for FY19 are slightly more than $2.0 million, up
roughly 1% from FY18. Although total expenditures
will not significantly increase, expenditures will shift a
bit among ministry categories. For example,
expenditures for youth and adult education and faith
formation and for social justice/outreach will increase
slightly (we will be continuing our parish policy of
tithing for social justice, i.e., setting aside 10% of total
revenue for social justice activities), while
expenditures for parish administration and

archdiocesan support will decrease slightly. Parish
staff will receive a 2% salary increase.
The budget for FY19 does not anticipate any
additional staff.
The Finance Council and I intend to be totally
transparent and open with regard to parish finances.
STM finances are reviewed each year by the
Archdiocese. Any parishioner who has questions
about parish finances or who would like to view the
parish or school budget is welcome to do so. Simply
call or email me, Carol Palmer, or a member of the
Finance Council and we will respond to you quickly
and completely.
I am very grateful to parish staff, particularly Carol
Palmer, and the members of the STM Finance Council
for their good work to help me use STM resources
prudently and responsibly. Of course, I also thank
you, the parishioners of STM, for your generous
support of our parish. We could not serve you and
our other brothers and sisters without your support.

Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

SOCIAL JUSTICE
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL REPORTS ON FINANCES

The STM Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society (St. VdP)
is the beneficiary of monthly second collections at STM over the
course of each year. The proceeds from these second
collections go directly to the STM Conference and represent
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
nearly 100% of its annual budget. The funds finance St. VdP’s
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to charitable work for the poor and other needy, most of whom
reside in the poorer neighborhoods outside Decatur. Jim
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
O’Callahan, the STM Conference treasure and STM
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
parishioner, recently submitted a report of the Conference
The anointing can be given multiple times.
finances.
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

Conference revenues for the past three full fiscal years were:
FY15 -- $54, 292
FY16 -- $54,091
FY17 -- $59,402
Receipts for the current fiscal year as of 4/30/18 are $38,584.
Expenses for these same years, virtually all of them for direct

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND aid to clients, including payments on behalf of clients for rent
and mortgages, temporary lodging, utilities, and food and groCONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life.

ceries, were:
FY15 -- $62,356
FY16 -- $54,927
FY17 -- $53,693

Expenses for the current fiscal year as of 4/30 are $34,386.
Deficits in any year are funded out of the bank balance of the
STM Conference of St. VdP. The St. VdP bank balance as of
4/30/19 was $8,282.
We thank the STM Conference of St. VdP for their work on
behalf of the poor and other needy in our local community. We
also thank parishioners who have supported the work of St.
VdP through their contributions to the monthly St. VdP second
collection. Please be generous to these collections.

COVENANT HOUSE THANKS STM FOR GIFT

Dr. Alie Redd, Executive Director of Covenant House Georgia,
Inc., a non-profit that is part of a national network that helps
homeless youth stabilize and take advantage of academic and
employment opportunities, thanks STM parishioners for a
major gift that will serve as seed money for a new vocational
training program for "at risk" teens. In a letter to Fr. Mark, Dr.
Redd stated: "Your donation will help us deliver critical services
to young people who need unconditional love, support, and
respect to attain their full potential...."
For more information about Covenant House Georgia, go to:
www.covenanthousega.org.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

ATTENTION PARENTS OF RISING COLLEGE FRESHMAN

Got a newly minted rising college freshman? STM MORE youth wants to know where they are going to school in the fall.
We plan to send them some goodies before their first college fall semester finals. Visit the parish website (under Youth
News on the home page) to let us know.

THANK YOU TO OUR CORE LEADERS

As the '17-'18 school year comes to a close, I wanted to take the opportunity to thank some of the very important people
that made this year's youth ministry possible.
We are blest with an amazing couple of CORE adults for both EDGE and Lifeteen. Some of these folks also did double
duty for the Confirmation CORE. They are the dedicated adults who volunteer their time, week after week for the entire
school year to help facilitate meetings and service projects and everything that involves helping our middle and high
school youth experience the love of Christ, and opportunities to experience a relationship with Him.
Unending thanks to adults who help with EDGE, Lifeteen, youth dinners, T-shirt designs, fundraising chairs, adult
chaperones for summer camp and CHWC mission trips! You make it all possible.
His peace,
Michele McHale-Pickard ( Mrs. McP)

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—JULY 9-13

Registration is now open for STM’s 2018 Vacation Bible School. Children participate each day from
9:00 AM-12:00 PM. Activities will take place on the STM grounds both inside and outside. Camp is
open to all children entering K - 7th grade in the fall. Registrants do not have to be parishioners. Visit
the parish website to register your children or to volunteer.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
FAITH FORMATION COMMITTEE
We are looking for some additional membership on the Faith Formation Committee. If you are interested in offering your
input on youth and adult formation offerings please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org. The committee meets about
every two months.

IGNATIAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM
We are pleased to announce that the Catholic Foundation of North
Georgia has granted our parish $1,000 in support of our new Ignatian
marriage preparation program, Fall In Love, Stay In Love. This program will
begin in September and is open to any couple preparing for marriage.
Contact Andy Otto (aotto@stmga.org) for more information and to
register.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTIONS
June 10 STM St Vincent de Paul
June 17 Mission Cooperative

KEEP STM IN MIND DURING YOUR SUMMER TRAVELS
Have fun on your summer vacations! We know you’ll be out of town for a few Sundays this summer. But that doesn’t
mean you can’t participate through your regular tithes. You are more than welcome to either mail or bring your offertory
by the parish office. Or you can use an Online Giving account. You can contribute from wherever you are or you can even
set up payments in advance if you like! And when you give online, it helps us make our budget, even when attendance is
low. Visit our website at www.stmgaparish.org and click on the green icon for the Online Giving link. Any questions,
contact Carol Palmer at 404-378-4588 x145 or cpalmer@stmga.org.

PARISH LIFE
CANCER SEWING GROUP

The Cancer Sewing luncheon will be held on June 14th.

WELCOME TO STM!

All new parishioners who have not received a welcome gift are invited to ask anyone wearing a red “Welcome” name tag
or an usher for one! You are also welcome to pick one up in the church office 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM, Monday - Friday.

JUNE FOOD DRIVE

The June food collection will be for St. Vincent de Paul. Thank you for your generosity.

ASL SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER MAY BE AVAILABLE FOR STM PARISHIONERS

With assistance from the Archdiocese, STM may be able to provide an ASL sign language interpreter at certain Sunday
Masses for parishioners who are deaf or seriously hearing impaired. If you yourself or someone you know might be interested in this service, please contact the parish offices.

SUNDAY NURSERY

Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months – preschool (including all 4 yr olds,
some of whom may be enrolled in Religious Educ., held between the 9:30 & noon masses). Questions? Contact our
Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)
UPCOMING EVENTS




June 24: Wine & Cheese—Meet other young
adults from our parish.
July 18: A Modern Nun: Living Religious Life
in 2018 with Sister Mary Priniski
July 28: Habitat for Humanity Build Day from
8:00 AM –4:00 PM.
Email kathrynwedwards@gmail.com to sign
up.

SCHOOL NEWS
STM SCHOOL OFFICE SUMMER HOURS
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Monday – Thursday

VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION

Just a reminder that STM volleyball registration will be open through June 14, 2018.
Visit, http://leagues.bluesombrero.com/stmga, to register. Please encourage fellow parishioners and classmates to
participate! Grade levels are 5th/6th and 7th/8th. Please contact Kristy Heller at krichheller@gmail.com for more
information.

STM SCHOOL'S SPRING AWARDS CEREMONY

The “Blessed Stanley Rother Scholarship” Award is given in memory of Stanley Rother who was
martyred in Guatemala in 1981. This year the award was given to an 8th grader for his/her
commitment to the service of others. The winner was Ana Pichanick (center). The award was
presented by STM students, Lawson Hardin and Carolyn Hardin, who are relatives of Blessed
Stanley.

RCIA NEWS
RCIA INQUIRER SESSIONS
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic? Or simply would like to learn more about the Catholic faith? RCIA
may be right for you! RCIA Inquirer sessions take place on June 17, July 1, July 15, and July 29, at 10:45 AM in the
St. Julie Room. If you have any questions, please contact the RCIA Directors at rcia@stmga.org.

COMMUNITY NEWS
LIVING OUT OUR DEEPEST DESIRES

Monastery Retreat June 22-22, 2018
Life can become a mechanized routine, enslaving us to various demands and
expectations. Many of us feel we are not living the life we are meant to live,
while others struggle with burnout.
This retreat provides tools for recognizing and responding to our deepest
desires. These desires are instilled by God and lead us to Him and the
Wellspring of Life and Love within, enabling us to live from the heart.
Contact Patti at the Monastery in Conyers for a reservation: 770-760-0959
or retreat@trappist.net

NEED A LIFT FOR YOUR HEART, MIND, AND SOUL?

On July 10 at 7:00p.m., L'Arche Atlanta and the Emory Aquinas Center are
co-hosting a screening of Summe r in the Fore st, a documentary on the
incredible story of L'Arche's founder, Jean Vanier. The film draws us into the
lives of some of L'Arche's residents, both in France and Bethlehem. Vanier's
philosophy of love, peace, and friendship driving out fear permeates the film.
Where: Emory Center for Ethics, Room 102, 1531 Dickey Drive, Atlanta, GA
30322
Parking on campus is free; park in the Peavine lot.
The event is free; popcorn and soda will also be provided. Perfect for people 12 and older.
For more information, the movie's trailer, & to register, visit: www.larcheatlanta.org/community-events

WITNESSES FOR JESUS CHRIST

Saturday, August 18 from 8:00 AM — 5:00 PM at the Renaissance Atlanta
Waverly Hotel and Convention Center. Hosted by the Archdiocese of Atlanta and the
Metro Deaneries
Workshops Include:
The Grand Narrative of Scripture
Effective Catechesis for Children
Care and Feeding of Teen Leaders
Preparing Rites for the Catechumenate (RCIA)
Plus over 40 additional workshop choices!
Registration $25 (Lunch included). Contact your PCL for payment options. For
Information and to Register: www.atlcate chistconfe rence.com #Atlantacc

COUPLES CELEBRATING 50TH & 60TH ANNIVERSARIES IN 2018

Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory would like to honor couples married in 1968 and 1958 with an invitation to a Golden /
Diamond Wedding Anniversary Mass on Saturday, October 6th, 2018 at noon at St. Brigid Catholic Church. A reception
will follow the Mass for the anniversary couples and their families. Space is limited. Please visit
http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass to RSVP.

