
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

9:00 AM, 11:30 AM,  
& 5:30 PM 
MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         June 14, 2020—Corpus Christi 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 

 JUNE FOOD DRIVE 
 

Open through June 
15 at STM 

See page 4 for details. 

NEW MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Monday through Friday – 12:15 PM (only) 

Saturday – 5:30 PM (vigil for Sunday) 

Sunday – 9:00 AM, 11:30 AM, 5:30 PM  

All Masses will be in the Main Church  

 

The Archbishop’s dispensation of the obligation 

to attend Sunday Mass has been extended through June 28.  

 

Make a Mass reservation online:  

stmgaparish.org/reopening 

 

Or call the parish office at: 404-378-4588.  

 

We will continue to livestream all Masses, weekend and weekday, 

through June 28. Thereafter we will stream only the Sunday 9am.  

Join in live,  
every 3rd Thurs. 
of the month at 

7:30 PM  
 

See page 5 for  
details. 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
June 15               Alekutty Karivelil † 
  Mathai Karivelil † 
June 16               Robert Gentile † 
June 17               Michelle Bishoff 
June 18               Alice Hall † 
June 19               Rick McNeese † 
 

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Christina Allen  
Kim Andrews  
Margaretha Darmawan  
Ceara Hughes 
Carol Neese  
Lisa O'Toole  
 

Please play for those who have died: 
Mark Haddad, brother of parishioner Jim Haddad  
 

If you would like to schedule an intercession, please contact 
the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift 
in return for praying for someone by name during the inter-
cessions at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you 
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate 
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express 
permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 New Parishioner Registration can be found here: www.stmgaparish.org/register   

 Join our weekly e-newsletter list to stay informed: www.stmgaparish.org/enews 

 Find us on Facebook @StThomasMoreDecaturGA 

 The Parish Office is closed. Please contact parish staff members by e-mail for  
assistance.  

 Sacramental Emergency, please call 678-337-8910.  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  

Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
Parish Reopening: 
 
This past weekend we welcomed back parishioners to  
Sunday and daily Eucharist.  For the first time in weeks, STM 
parishioners gathered subject to restrictions designed to 
minimize the possibility of infection.  Things seemed to go 
pretty well.  Our volunteer guides managed the “traffic,” and 
parishioners were cooperative and understanding.  We are 
making some adjustments to our protocols on the basis of 
our experience this past week as we try to find the right  
balance between assuring participants’ safety and  
respecting the ritual of Eucharist.  We welcome your  
suggestions, and we ask for your patience. 
 
We remind you that the Archbishop’s dispensation from the 
traditional Sunday Mass obligation runs through the end of 
June.  No one is obliged to attend Mass, and we certainly 
urge those who are at “high risk” of infection to stay home 
until it is safe for you to return.  We will continue to 
livestream daily Mass and every Sunday Mass at least 
through the end of this month. 
 
Social Justice Survey:  
 
Thanks to those parishioners who completed the survey 
prepared by our Social Justice Committee.  The Committee 
will use the survey results to discern the direction our 
parish’s social justice activities should take in the coming 
year.  I fully expect that we will direct a good portion of our 
parish effort to better understanding and remedying racial 
injustice. 
 
Parish Finances: 
 
As I reported a couple weeks ago, the revenue we normally 
receive in the Offertory collection (which is about 60% of all 
parishioner contributions) is down significantly since  
mid-March when public Mass was suspended and all other 
parish activities were canceled.  Now that we have invited 
parishioners back to Mass, Offertory revenue may increase 
a bit.  However, we expect that it will be several months  
before we return to “normal.”  Accordingly, on the advice of 
our STM Finance Council, we have adopted a budget for the 
next fiscal year that projects a 10% decline in parish  
revenue and that similarly reduces planned expenditures.  
To balance the budget, we deferred several measures that 
would have enhanced our parish life, and we cut funds from 
other activities.  Indeed, every area of parish ministry except 
those which we cannot control, was cut.  The result is a  
balanced budget for FY2021, but one that is more modest 
than many of us would have liked. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The complete FY2021 budget is available for your review in 
the parish offices, and a summary of the budget will soon be 
published in the parish newsletter and bulletin.  You are 
always welcome to make inquiries to me, Fr. Tim, or Carol 
Palmer, our parish Business Manager.  We are committed to 
financial transparency and accountability.   
 
Improvements to Parish Facilities: 
 
Using funds already in hand and consistent with the current 
budget, we are proceeding with several improvements to 
parish facilities.  We have made improvements to the turf on 
our athletic field in anticipation of expanded athletic  
programs in the coming year; we made major repairs to the 
HVAC systems in the chapel and Mulhern Hall; we are  
installing improved audio-visual equipment in the hall; and 
we are continuing the project to renovate the kitchen and 
assembly area in the hall that we began this past spring.   
 
Federal PPP Loan: 
 
Finally, we received some good economic news.  STM has 
received a loan of slightly more than $100,000 through the 
federal Payroll Protection Program.  Congress enacted this 
program to help small businesses, including non-profits, 
retain their employees through the recession brought about 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.  Under the terms of the  
program, we need not repay the loan as long as we use at 
least 60% of the loan to cover the salaries and wages of our 
employees.  This we fully intend to do.  Indeed, we have  
always been committed to retaining our employees through 
this crisis, but this loan/grant makes it likely that we can do 
that without suffering severe damage to our parish  
ministries. 
 
Stay safe.  I hope to see you back in church soon. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream all Masses, weekend and 
weekday, through June 28 for parishioners who do not 
wish to or who are not able to return to Mass.   
Thereafter we will stream only the Sunday 9:00 AM.  
www.stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 
 

 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS SOCIAL JUSTICE 

DONATE TO STM  
Visit www.stmgaparish.org/giving to sign up for online giving, 
donate via PayPal or mail your check to: 
 
STM Catholic Church 
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, GA 30030-2951 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
June 14—STM St. Vincent de Paul 
June 28—Peter's Pence  

St Thomas More is grateful for your financial support of our 
Parish.  

PARISH FINANCES 

YOUTH NEW 

JUNE FOOD DRIVE AT STM 
The food drive at STM will run from June 8-15. 
Drop off non-perishable food, household  
products and toiletries in the narthex between 
9:00 AM and 4:00 PM for the SVdP Food Pantry. 
 
There are many local families in need during this 
Pandemic and you can be an enormous source of 
welcome assistance.  Thank You!  

 

RACIAL INJUSTICE RESOURCES  
Visit the Ignatius Solidarity Network website to view racial  
injustice resources: ignatiansolidarity.net 
 

FR. BRYAN MASSINGALE SPEAKS OUT ON RACISM IN 

THE US 
In an interview with America Magazine, Fr. Bryan Massingale, an 
African-American and a Catholic priest who teaches at Fordham 
University, shares his experience and offers his thoughts on the 
persistent racism in the United States. To listen to the interview, 
go here: www.americamagazine.org 

URGENT NEED FOR BLOOD  
There is always a demand for blood donations and we  
encourage people to give frequently. Visit redcross.org to find a 
drive near you.  
 
You are also invited to join a virtual blood drive for St. Thomas 
More Catholic School alum, Ceara Hughes. To learn more visit: 
https://sleevesup.redcrossblood.org/campaign/ceara-strong/  
 

GATEWAY CENTER THANKS STM & THE S FACTOR 

The S Factor recently collected donations for a service project 
that benefitted the Gateway Center to help in their fight against 
homelessness. Raphael Holloway, CEO of the Gateway Center, 
wrote a letter with their thanks. “On behalf of Gateway Center’s 
Board of Directors, staff and clients, we thank you for your  
generous contribution of 15 bags gently used men’s items, 200 
new washcloths, 200 new socks, 100 short sleeve shirts, 150 
snacks, and 150 deodorants, toothbrushes, shampoo, Kleenex 
tissue received on 5/18/2020. With your support, Gateway  
Center is raising much-needed resources to expand our  
services throughout the year.” 

 

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/
https://stmgaparish.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=662eb07fab8d8e3cc433c4cdf&id=46b34f129d&e=c2998c806e
https://stmgaparish.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=662eb07fab8d8e3cc433c4cdf&id=1289aacb1b&e=c2998c806e
https://sleevesup.redcrossblood.org/campaign/ceara-strong/


SCHOOLNEWS 

ADULT FAITH 

WEEKLY GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION (GUIDED PRAYER) 
Thursdays, 12:00 PM on Zoom  
Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming Sunday gospel reading. Every Thursday from 12-12:30 PM Andy Otto 
will lead you through a live guided prayer, via Zoom, using the Ignatian tradition of contemplation, engaging your  
imagination. We will conclude with optional sharing. The guided prayer portion will be available later that day as an audio 
download. See the parish website (look under “Latest News” on the home page) for links. 
 
 

SUMMER BOOK STUDY AT STM 
Participants should order the book in advance and the facilitator will be in touch prior to the first  
session about initial reading. Sign up at bit.ly/stmadult20 
 
Life of the Beloved 
July 7 - August 11, Tuesdays, 7:30 PM 
How do we try to replace the love God is offering us? Initially written for a Jewish friend, Life of the  
Beloved has become Henri Nouwen’s greatest legacy to Christians around the world. This sincere  
testimony of the power and invitation of Christ is indeed a great guide to a truly uplifting spiritual life  
in today’s world.  
 
 

SABBATH DAY OF REST AT IGNATIUS HOUSE 
 
 
Wednesdays in June at Ignatius House 
Each Wednesday in June, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM, enjoy a “Sabbath Day of Rest” at Ignatius 
House with a prayer guide for 20 acres of natural forest along the Chattahoochee River. 
$20 per person, includes a boxed lunch plus 4 meals donated to frontline workers at  
MercyCare. All ages welcome. Minors must be accompanied by an adult.  Visit 
IgnatiusHouse.org/registration for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“PEOPLE OF HOPE: FINDING JOY IN ALL THINGS” 
 
 
Facilitated by Andy Otto. Join in live, every third Thursday of the month at 7:30 
PM (EDT), on Facebook for interactive conversation about how to find joy in all 
things. Ask a question, find joy in others. Featuring host Andy Otto with the  
Jesuits and pastoral friends of Ignatius House. Or subscribe to the podcast on 
your favorite podcasting app. Tune in at facebook.com/IgnatiusHouse 

 

 

VIRTUAL RETREAT: PRAYING WITH THE SPANISH MYSTICS: DARK NIGHT AND INTERIOR CASTLE 

 
 
 
July 21-23 - Choose one date; 2:00 PM 
Offered by Carl McColman, STM parishioner and RCIA coordinator.  
This retreat includes reflections on the spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola, St. Teresa of Ávila, 
and St. John of the Cross. Learn more and register  
https://holycrossmonastery.com/events/spanish-mystics/ 

 
 

https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/people-of-hope/2020-06-18/


PARISH LIFE 
KEYPAD ACCESS TO THE CHURCH DISABLED 

In order to assure the safety of all parishioners, the keypad 
access to the church will be disabled until further notice.  
Since our hospital ministry and ministry to the homebound 
has been discontinued due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
since the chapel is closed for private prayer, there should be 
no reason for parishioners to access the church building. 
 

E-MAIL SCAM MAKING THE ROUNDS  

 
Several STM parishioners and staff have  
reported receiving what seems to be  
e-mailed requests from Fr. Mark and others 
for money or other assistance. These are 
not legitimate! Please ignore and  
immediately delete. 

 

 

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS 

If you are not registered, but attend Mass at STM, please 
register today on our parish website or call the parish office.  

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

THINKING ABOUT APPLYING TO STM SCHOOL?  

THESE WELCOME GRANTS COULD HELP YOUR 

WALLET. 

Exciting news from the Archdiocese of Atlanta!  They are 
offering two Welcome Grants for Catholic prospective  
students who apply to STM School between May 15 –  
July 15.  The Welcome Grants will be awarded on a first-
come, first-served base as administered by the program’s 
website at welcomegrantsatl.com.  Each grant provides a 
tuition reduction for the student’s first two years:  $2,500  
in year 1 and $1,500 in year 2.  See the website for the  
grant policy and procedures.  If you are interested in  
joining our STM School family or need more information, 
please contact Eileen at Admissions@stmga.org. 
 
 

 

 

SEARCHING FOR A PART-TIME ASSISTANT  

TEACHER AT SAINT THOMAS MORE SCHOOL 

Do you love working with children? St. Thomas More School 
is searching for a part-time Assistant Teacher.  Training  
sessions at the Archdiocese and at the school are required.  
For more information, please contact Kim Kissell at  
404-373-8456, ext. 101 or at kkissell@stmga.org. 

For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeffrey & Natalie Androla 
Jacob Armijo 
Elizabeth Bertasi 
Amy Bowman 
Cathy Carter 
Kevin & Elena Corrigan 
Victoria Dean 
Sherine Dorfeuille 
Karen Effinger 
Jeramey Friedman 
Katheryn Furman 
Laura Greco 
Kelly Guilmette 
Andrew & Shannon Hastings 

Chris & Molly Hazzis 
Stephanie Jennings 
Victor Leslie & Raynusha  
Pillai 
Matthew & Rachel McConnell 
Trent McGugin & Alejandra 
Lopez 
Stephen & Ansley Sharp 
Margaret Shaw 
Christina Skowronek 
Michael & Margaret Stubbs 
Elizabeth Taylor 
Rosera Tegra 
Jessica Walsh O'Sullivan 

https://archatl.com/schools/ocs-welcome-grants/
mailto:Admissions@stmga.org
mailto:kkissell@stmga.org
https://www.stmga.org/news/


YOUTH NEWS 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
“And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.’” Let the Holy Spirit infuse 
your marriage with increased trust and intimacy by participating in a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend on June 26-
28 or August 28-30 in Atlanta. You can get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling  
678-242-WWME.  
 

HEALTHCARE WORK AS VOCATION: SERVICE IN A TIME OF PANDEMIC  
Tuesday, June 30, 2020, 1 – 2:00 PM  
This engaging online program will feature a panel of healthcare professionals who will reflect on their personal experience 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and consider how it has challenged or strengthened their sense of vocation, or mission.  
Attendees will be encouraged to participate throughout the program by submitting questions for the panelists to consider 
and offering additional reflections and perspectives. https://aquinas.emory.edu/  
 

ST PIUS X SUMMER CAMPS 
Visit the St. Pius website to register now for summer camps. www.spx.org/athletics/summer-camps Email camps@spx.org 
if you have any issues with registration or if you have any questions. Thank you for your interest in our camps!   
 

MARIST SCHOOL VIRTUAL SUMMER CAMPS REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 
Virtual summer camp sessions are offered throughout the month of June for children ages 5-17 and include: Cheerleading 
Camp; Where in the World Travel Camp; Craft Camp; Making Natural Dyes, Paints, & Prints; Stress, Sleep, & Self-care for 
Girls; Introduction to C++ Programming Language; Java Jump Start (Introduction to Java Computer Programming); Art and 
Music Programming with Python; Keyboarding; The American Experiment – The 1960s –Then & Now; Understanding the 
Holocaust; Personal Essay Start-Up; and SAT/ACT Boot Camp. 

Visit marist.com/summercamps for more details and to register. Questions? Email us at summercamps@marist.com. 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (GRADES PK-5 
Fee is $75 per child, $50 each additional child 
St. Thomas More’s Religious Education program provides catechetical instruction for children 
(grades PK-5) not enrolled in a parochial school. Two sections of PK-5 will alternate meeting 
dates; each section will convene on Sundays after the 9:30AM Mass. Please contact Stewart 
Voegtlin for more information: svoegtlin@stmga.org. Visit the parish website to register. 

 

ATHLETIC NEWS 

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!  

The 2020 STM 5th-8th Girls Volleyball Season Registration is now open! Due to the current  
pandemic, the possibility of a volleyball season occurring is unknown. However, when you  
register your daughter, you will immediately be put on a waitlist, and no registration fee will be 
required. If the volleyball season does take place, you will receive a reminder to login to Sports 
Connect and immediately pay your outstanding registration/uniform fee. 

Season Key Dates: 
• Registration: May 8th through July 13th 
• League Season COVID Decision date: August 1st 
• First match: August 15th 
• Last regular season match: September 26th 
• End of Season Tournament: October 3rd and 4th 
• Practices will begin before school starts. Emails will be sent to those that registered with start dates and times. 

For detailed information in regards to the CMVL League, please visit clubs.bluesombrero.com/catholicmetrosports 
Registration will be $140 and Uniform Fee is $20. www.stmgaparish.org/girls-volleyball 

If you have any questions, please email Kristy Heller at krichheller@gmail.com or Rob Aldrich at  
raldrich@catholicmetrosports.com. 

https://wwmeatlanta.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce68f9c02a9d73715929042a7&id=f362894d18&e=be07a95996
https://aquinas.emory.edu/
https://www.spx.org/athletics/summer-camps

