
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Closed for Lunch  
12:00-12:30 PM  

 
CHAPEL HOURS 

Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 
except on holidays. 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  

12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 
 

MON—FRI 
5:30 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
9:00 AM  

12:15 PM 
6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         June 16, 2019—The Most Holy Trinity 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

CATECHESIS OF THE  

GOOD SHEPHERD  

Coming to STM this Fall!  
See page 7 for details. 

JUNE 22, 2019 

FEAST DAY OF ST 

THOMAS MORE, 

OUR PATRON SAINT 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Mon., June 17             Helen E. O’Leary †   
Tues., June 18  Clay Piersall † 
Wed., June 19  Intentions of STM 
Thurs., June 20  Intentions of STM   
Fri., June 21  Alice Hall † 
 
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Michael Torpy 
 
Please pray for those who have recently received their  
First Eucharist: 
Lynley Trulock and Morgan Reed 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
 

Mon., June 17-21 STM Youth at Camp Covecrest 
 
Wed., June 19  Centering Prayer Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—St. Julie Room 
    
Fri., June 21  Knights of Columbus Trivia Night—7:00 PM to 9:00 PM—Mulhern Hall  
 
Sat., June 22  Merton Book Group—11:00 AM to 1:00 PM—St. Julie Room  
 
Sun., June 23  Crisis Committee—1:00 PM to 2:30 PM—Parish Library      
   

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Rey Del Valle, Religious Education Coordinator 
Rdelvalle@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti  
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie  
Whitcomb 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket 
during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices  
during normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
(This was originally printed in the June 
8 bulletin.) 
 
Each year, the Archbishop makes 
an appeal to Catholics throughout 
the Archdiocese of Atlanta to  
contribute to the support of several 
Archdiocesan ministries, including 
campus ministries at local colleges 
and high schools, Archdiocesan 
schools, Respect Life and other  
justice and peace ministries, the education of  
Archdiocesan seminarians, and priests’ retirement. Local 
pastors, including myself, make this appeal on behalf of the  
Archbishop just before Lent. Parishioners can get  
additional information about the Archbishop’s Appeal,  
including all the ministries it funds, at: appeal.archatl.com.  
 
The Archdiocese sets a goal for each parish. STM’s goal for 
this year is $155,700. STM has a very good record in  
reaching our parish goal. In fact, I cannot recall when we 
failed to reach our goal. Reaching our goal is important for 
several reasons. First, the funds raised through the Appeal 
finance many Archdiocesan ministries that serve  
thousands and thousands of our brothers and sisters.  
 
Second, according to Archdiocesan policy, any amount a 
parish contributes in excess of its goal is returned 100% to 
the parish. For example, when STM exceeded its  
Archbishop’s Appeal goal last year by nearly $135,000, all 
that came back to us for our use and benefit.  
 
However, if a parish does not reach its Appeal goal, that 
parish must make up the shortfall from its ordinary  
revenue. In other words, one way or another, either 
through parishioner contributions or a special assessment 
on the parish, the Archdiocese gets the funds it needs to 
finance its work.  
 
At this point in the Appeal campaign, STM is well behind 
the pace we set last year. As of the middle of May, STM was 
only two-thirds of the way to our goal. I am getting a bit 
nervous. If we fall short of our goal and are obliged to 
make up the shortfall from our ordinary revenue, our own 
parish-sponsored ministries will almost certainly suffer.  
 
I strongly encourage parishioners who have not yet  
contributed to the Archbishop’s Appeal to do so soon. I 
encourage parishioners who have already contributed to 
consider making an additional contribution. You can make 
contributions by going online to: appeal.archatl.com.  
Alternatively, you can use an Appeal envelope from the 
pamphlet racks in the narthex or from the parish offices. 
Provide the requested information and return the  
envelope to the parish office or place it in the Sunday  
collection basket.  
 
 

 
The activities that the Archbishop’s Appeal funds are  
worthy. These Archdiocesan activities do not duplicate 
what we do here at STM; they are over and above what we 
do. In other words, they serve people whom we do not or 
cannot serve. Please be generous.  
 
On another topic, the Volunteer Appreciation BBQ last  
Saturday evening was a great success by all accounts. I  
estimate that there were approximately 250 persons  
present, and all seemed to have a good time. I noted that 
many persons went to the buffet table more than once.  
 
The parish staff conceived the event as a way to show  
gratitude to the hundreds of parishioners who have  
contributed their time and talent in the support of parish 
ministries over the past year. I hope that you felt our  
appreciation for all that you do. In addition, the event 
brought parishioners together in a purely social setting for 
fellowship around a common table. Few things contribute 
more to the upbuilding of the parish community than a 
meal and music. I hope to repeat this event each year.  
 
Finally, thanks to Sarah Otto, Robert Weaver, and Tanya 
Frazee for leading us in the examen prayer at all the  
Masses this past week. The idea was to get feedback from 
parishioners about where the parish should be going in its 
social justice ministry in the coming year. We got many  
responses from participants, and the Social Justice  
Committee will incorporate them into its conversations 
over the next couple months.  
 
Enjoy the summer! Be safe!  
 
Fr. Mark  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

SECOND COLLECTION 
June 29-30—the second collection will be for the Peter’s 
Pence Collection, which provides the Holy Father with 
the funds he needs to carry out his most important 
charitable works. The proceeds benefit the most  
disadvantaged: victims of war, oppression, and  
disasters. Your gift makes you a pilgrim of charity 
around the world.  

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION OF NORTH GEORGIA 
We are grateful to have received a generous $1,000 grant from 
the Catholic Foundation of North Georgia, which will help fund 
our faith formation initiatives including Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd and the As One Family program.  
 

FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY 
Drop non-perishable food items in the parish 
offices on weekdays and in the church  
narthex on weekends.  We will share your  
donations with local organizations that feed 
the hungry.  
 
The June food collection is for the STM St. Vincent de Paul  
chapter.   
 

IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY PROGRAM  
The Ignatian Spirituality Program, ISP, is a nationwide ministry 
sponsored by the Jesuits to give spiritual retreats to homeless 
men and women in recovery. This is an active ministry in the 
Archdiocese of Atlanta carried out by volunteers and in  
collaboration with Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center.  
Volunteers are needed for days of reflection, overnight retreats, 
drivers and other tasks. Contact: Sarah Otto at 
sotto@ignatiushouse.org for information on volunteering.  
 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC?  
Would you like to become a  
Catholic? Or simply learn more 
about the Catholic faith? 

If so, then come to our RCIA  
Inquirer Meetings. Each meeting 
we will have a friendly and honest conversation about a  
different aspect of Catholic Christianity.  

There is no cost, no obligation, and refreshments will be served! 

We'll meet on July 7,  August 4, August 18, and September 8. 
You may start attending at any time. 

We meet in the St. Julie Room, behind the parish library, from 
10:45 to 11:45 AM. 

For more information about these meetings or general  
questions about RCIA, please email Fran and Carl McColman, 
RCIA coordinators at rcia@stmga.org. 

PARISH FINANCES 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

2019 ARCHBISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL  

We are grateful to all who have already pledged or donated to 
the 2019 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. We are currently short of 
our goal, so if you have not already pledged or contributed, 
please do so. To make a pledge to this year’s Appeal, please visit 
donate.archatl.com. Be sure to designate St. Thomas More as 
your parish.  

RCIA NEWS 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:sotto@ignatiushouse.org


YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—EARTHKEEPERS 
July 8-12, 2019 from 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 
The theme for 2019 is "Earthkeepers! - Caring for Our Common Home.” This program 
helps kids explore how to care for all of God’s creation. It is based on Pope Francis’  
encyclical "Laudato Si" and it includes engaging Bible stories, catchy songs, fun games,  
creative activities, yummy snacks, compelling stories, and more.  
 

STM VBS is open to all children entering K - 7th grade in the fall. Registrants do not have to 
be parishioners. We welcome all children!  
 

We invite 35 youth and 15 cleared adults to volunteer at VBS. Visit the parish website for more info. 
 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR RELIGIOUS ED, STM YOUTH AND AS ONE FAMILY 
Registration for Religious Education/Faith Formation is open for all ages, including our new As One Family program. Visit 
the parish website to register your family and make the registration payment (required at the time of registration). Start 
dates are TBD. Please contact Stewart Voegtlin at svoegtlin@stmga.org if you have questions.  
 

Religious Education (Grades Pre-K - Grade 5)  
Fee is $75 for the first child, $50 each additional. Meets Sundays after the 9:30 AM Mass  
 

STM Youth (Grades 6-12)  
Fee is $75 per youth. Meets on Sundays twice per month (3:30-5:15 PM for grades 6-8; 6:30-8:15 PM for grades 9-12). 
Dinner served from 5:30-6:30 PM.  
 

As One Family (Adults and Children of all ages)  
Fee is $35 per person aged 5 and older. Meets every other Sunday after the 5:30 PM Mass. Includes a meal.  
Our new whole family catechesis program invites families and individuals of all ages to share a meal while reflecting together on 
the Sunday readings. You can even register if you don’t have young children! For children, this is an alternative option to the  
traditional RE program.  
 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD - COMING TO STM!  
This September we are launching Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, a Montessori-based catechesis model that respects 
the dignity of the child. CGS believes there is an innate desire in the child for God, and that they simply need the right en-
vironment to discover that. Children in CGS encounter Jesus and the God of salvation history through biblical stories pre-
sented with materials in the atrium (the CGS term for the gathering space) and make natural connections with liturgy and 
sacraments, making Mass relevant and connected to our story in Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd.  
 

We are implementing a Level I atrium. And while this level is designed for ages 3-6, as we slowly introduce this to our par-
ish we will begin with children aged three. Limiting the cohort by age eases the children into the unique environment with-
out the catechists having to manage different age developments at once. The result next year will be four year olds famil-
iar with the environment and the CGS way who can model things for the next round of three year olds. It ’s a slow process 
but CGS will hopefully become an important part of the STM faith formation ethos. We ’re grateful to Patricia Weaver and 
Katie Edelstein who have begun training to become catechists.  
 

If you have a child who will be three as of September and are interested in enrolling them in Catechesis of the Good Shep-
herd or if you are interested in becoming a catechist or assistant, please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org.  
To learn more about CGS, watch this short video: https://youtu.be/ccshOGQOneA  

 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Join us for our next Holy Happy Hour on July 31, the Feast  
of St Ignatius. 7:00 PM at Big Tex.  

https://youtu.be/ccshOGQOneA


SCHOOL NEWS 

PARISH LIFE 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS TRIVIA NIGHT  
Friday, June 21, 2019; 7:00 PM in Mulhern Hall 
Admission $10 per person or $75 for table of 8. Food and 
drink will be available for purchase. Door prizes given.  
Portion of door proceeds to benefit Alzheimer’s research. 
This is a joint endeavor with K of C Council #4358 and  
Assembly #172  
 

THE S FACTOR UPCOMING ACTIVITIES  
Wed., June 19—Tour of WSB. Bus leaves at 10:15 AM  
Wed., July 3—"Red, White & Blue" party 12:30 PM  
Fri., July 12—Movie Night "Beale Street" 6:30 PM  
Wed., July 24—Art Station production of "Tenderly". Bus 
leaves at 9:30 AM  
 

ATTENTION SENIORS WHO RIDE THE BUS 
The bus will not be picking up on Saturday, June 15th.  
Instead the bus will pick up Sunday, June 16th for the 5:30 
PM Sunday Mass. Also, the next week, the bus will not be 
picking up on Saturday, June 22nd. Instead the bus will pick 
up Sunday, June 23th for the 5:30 PM Sunday Mass.  
 

IMMACULATA SHOP TO CLOSE  
The Immaculata Shop will permanently close the end of 
June. Everything in the shop is currently on sale for half 
price. 
 

KEEP STM IN MIND DURING YOUR SUMMER TRAVELS  
Have fun on your summer vacations! We know you’ll be  
out of town for a few Sundays this summer. But that 
doesn’t mean you can’t participate through your regular 
tithes. You are more than welcome to either mail or bring 
your offertory by the parish office. Or you can use an Online 
Giving account. You can contribute from wherever you are 
or you can even set up payments in advance if you like! And 
when you give online, it helps us make our budget, even 
when attendance is low. Visit www.stmgaparish.org and 
click on the green icon for the Online Giving link. Any  
questions, contact Carol Palmer at 404-378-4588 x145  
or cpalmer@stmga.org.  

IMPROVEMENTS PLANNED FOR MULHERN HALL 
We will be making significant improvements to Mulhern Hall 
this summer and next summer.  This summer, the  
bathrooms will be renovated, the Hall’s interior will be  
repainted, and drainage around the doorways will be  
improved to keep water out of the Hall.  Next summer we 
will renovate the kitchen and install a new floor.  These  
improvements should make Muhern Hall serve our parish 
needs for several years to come. 

 

 

 

STM SCHOOL OFFICE SUMMER HOURS:   

MONDAY—THURSDAY 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

 

OFFICE CLOSED JULY 1-5th 

mailto:cpalmer@stmga.org


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

IGNATIAN RETREATS AT STM  
In collaboration with Ignatius House, St. Thomas More will begin offering Ignatian style directed retreats beginning this 
fall. These retreats will occur “in everyday life”, meaning retreatants will commit to at least 30 minutes of prayer time each 
day at home and meet periodically with a spiritual director with whom they will share their prayer and receive suggestions 
for prayer. The next 8-day retreat will be Sept. 29-Oct. 5 ($75). We will also be offering the full Spiritual Exercises of St. 
Ignatius, done over the course of 8 months (has specific prerequisites and requires an application). Learn more at  
stmgaparish.org/ignatianretreats  

MORE THEOLOGY CLASSES FOR FALL—REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 
Each semester MORE Theology offers classes on theology, history, and spirituality. Visit the parish website to register. 
 

CELTIC SPIRITUALITY DAY OF REFLECTION  
Wed., June 19; 9:00 AM-3:00 PM; Ignatius House Retreat Center, 6700 Riverside Drive, NE, Atlanta. Hear the stories of Pat-
ty Wheeler Smitherman and Kathy Dyer Michaud, contemplate in silence the original watercolor paintings and poems 
birthed from a pilgrimage to west Ireland and participate with creation by walking the beautiful Ignatius House property 
with  
refreshed, prayerful intention. Contact: 404-255-0503 or ignatiushouse.org.  
 

2 NIGHT RETREAT: AN EXPLORATION OF ST. IGNATIUS LOYOLA AND IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY   
Friday, July 26, 2019 to Sunday, July 28 at Ignatius House 
Directed by Fr. Joe Lingan, SJ. A Retreat which highlights and celebrates the life and spirituality of St. Ignatius Loyola. This 
is a silent retreat. Retreatants are expected to maintain a sacred silence throughout the retreat, including at meals, un-
less otherwise noted. ignatiushouse.org 
 

DAY OF REFLECTION: FEAST DAY OF ST. IGNATIUS  
Wednesday, July 31 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Ignatius House 
Directed by Fr. Joe Lingan, SJ. Come away to Ignatius House for a day of prayer and reflection. Refreshment awaits you for 
your body, mind, and spirit. 

A director leads prayer and contemplation for this Day of Reflection on the Feast Day of Saint Ignatius, and will present 
you with sacred words to ponder and pray.  You will have times of silence and rest, a satisfying meal, and beautiful 
grounds to wander as you allow God to dwell deeply and speak tenderly to you. ignatiushouse.org 
 
We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered parishion-
ers. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire.  

ANNUAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 

Friday - Saturday, June 21-22 at the Georgia International Convention Center  
Archbishop Gregory, Bishop Shlesinger, and Bishop Konzen invite you to join them at this year ’s 
Eucharistic Congress. This year’s event features a Middle School track, dynamic speakers and 
lots of opportunities for spiritual enrichment, including Eucharistic Adoration and Confession. 
 

Be energized by music, inspired by dynamic speakers and fellowship with other Catholics 
around the archdiocese! For more information, please visit congress.archatl.com. 
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  
Married Couples: Happy Father’s Day! Wives, give your husbands the greatest gift of all, the gift of your love. Participate in 
one of the next Marriage Encounter Weekends on August 9-11 or September 27-29. Husbands, accept the gift! You can 
get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME.  
 
 

A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY TO PORTUGAL  
The Maryland and USA Northeast Provinces of the Society of Jesus are excited to announce that they will be sponsoring 
an 11-day pilgrimage to Portugal from October 21-31. The pilgrimage will visit sites including Fatima, Coimbra, Braga, Lis-
bon and more. Fr. Rudy Casals, SJ, will serve as the spiritual director for the pilgrimage. Learn more about this upcom-
ing with those you think may be interested by visiting bit.ly/casalsportugal 

https://ignatiushouse.org/

