June 18, 2017/The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910

SPECIAL MASS JUNE 22nd
FEAST DAY OF ST. THOMAS MORE
Please join our parish community for a special mass to
honor our patron saint on the Feast Day of
Saints Thomas More and John Fisher on
June 22, 2017 at 7:00 PM. During the feast day mass,
we will be joined by members of the St. Thomas More
Society, an organization of Catholic lawyers in the
Archdiocese of Atlanta. Following the mass, we will
gather informally at the Marley House pub to
continue the feast day celebration.

EDGE SUMMER CAMP

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
Nursery Available after
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

GEORGIA BULLETIN AVAILABLE TO PARISHIONERS
Several hundred STM families receive a “hard copy” of the
Archdiocesan newspaper, the Georgia Bulletin, at parish expense.
(continued on Page 6)

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to
say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.
MONDAY, June 19 Mae Smith †
TUESDAY, June 20 Steven Miller †
WEDNESDAY, June 21 Alice Hall †
Hubert Janicek †
THURSDAY, June 22 Katherine Alvarado †
FRIDAY, June 23 Johannes Darmawan †

Pray for those recently baptized and their families:
Isabel Waters
Charlotte Strauss
Conner Thourani
Ashlyn Byrne
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order
to add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to
be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter and
bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the request.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Staﬀord, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

Emails for STM Business Only

In addition, you may add names or special intentions in the
Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex.
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

JOIN STM PARISH
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
June 19

June 21
June 22
June 24
June 25

Walking With Purpose
7:00 PM Youth Room
Social Justice Comm.
7:00 PM Parish Library
S Factor Day Trip
Mass to honor St. Thomas More
7:00 PM Church
Merton Group
11:00 AM St Julie Room
Croatian Mass
2:00 PM Church

We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as possible, by participating in our parish programs and ministries,
by doing service in your neighborhood, and by ﬁnancially
supporting the parish as much as your means allow. By
registering, you also enable us to be of greater service to
you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Oﬀertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish oﬃces during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
Last weekend I reported in this
space that I had approved the
parish’s operating budget for the
coming ﬁscal year beginning
July 1. That budget anticipates
total parish revenue of nearly
$2.1 million during FY2018. This
includes $1.8 million of revenue
from the Sunday Oﬀertory collections, both the collection taken up
during Mass and on-line donations. The remaining $300,000 in
parish revenue includes interest income on several parish
investment accounts, fees paid for religious education/
Edge/LifeTeen activities, and fees paid by participants in
parish basketball and volleyball programs.
We anticipate expenses this next ﬁscal year of just shy of
$2 million, leaving a budgeted cushion of $100,000.
In preparing the FY18 budget, the Finance Council and
parish staﬀ worked hard to make sure that we are good
stewards of your gifts. At the very beginning of the budget
process, we asked staﬀ to prepare their program budgets
not simply by adding a small percentage to last year’s
ﬁgures, but by closely reviewing what we did last year and
carefully planning what we want to do diﬀerently this next
year. In this way, the budget becomes more than an
account of parish revenue and expenditures; it becomes a
statement about what ministries and programs are most
important to the parish.

education of four disadvantaged students($20,000); to
Catholic Charities Atlanta to support the resettlement of a
refugee family in the Clarkston area ($10,000); to
co-sponsor the construction of a Habitat for Humanity
home for a low income family in Lithonia ($50,000); to
purchase medical equipment for a ServeHaiti health clinic
in Haiti ($10,000); to provide emergency relief to the Loyola
Wau Secondary School in South Sudan, including measures
designed to enhance the security of the students who
attend school in a conﬂict zone ($15,000); and to replace
the roof at the Good Shepherd Orphanage run by the
Missionaries of the Poor in Uganda ($40,000). All of these
gifts were recommended by the parishioners who serve on
our STM Social Justice Committee. We hope to continue
this same sort of assistance at a comparable level this next
year, but whether we can do so will depend on your
continued generosity.
In anticipation of major improvements to parish facilities in
the next two to ﬁve years, we intend to contribute as much
as $100,000 to our capital reserve fund.
Certain expenditures that we cannot control will also
increase, including expenditures for staﬀ salaries and
beneﬁts and utilities. By far the largest increase of this sort
was our mandated payments to the Archdiocese of Atlanta
for the support of Catholic schools (up more than $30%
over the previous year) and for various Archdiocesan
ministries (up nearly 30% over the previous ﬁscal year).
The parish budget for FY18 includes more than $490,000
for these two assessments alone.

I repeat my thanks to the STM Finance Council for recommending a budget that is not only responsive to the
Given that Sunday worship is the most important thing we changing needs of the parish but which also does so
responsibly. I also thank Carol Palmer, our parish Business
do at STM, we continue our strong investment in our
parish’s liturgical life, especially the liturgical music program Manager. Carol has done a wonderful job tracking
revenues and expenses and identifying ways in which we
which we want to stabilize and improve. Accordingly, we
can be more accountable to parishioners.
have allocated substantial funds for a choir director,
professional accompanists, singers, and cantors. We make
this investment with the overriding goal of assuring the full, Finally, I thank you STM parishioners for your generous
conscious, and active participation of you, our parishioners, support of the parish over the years. I encourage you to
remain generous, for our ability to serve you well depends
in our worship.
in large part on your willingness to contribute ﬁnancially to
the parish.
In the coming year, we will increase our spending on our
parish faith formation programs, including youth ministry.
As we have done in the past, we will publish an end-of-year
Speciﬁcally, in collaboration with Ignatius House Retreat
ﬁnancial report to the parish as soon as possible after the
Center, we have hired an additional full time staﬀ person
ﬁnal numbers are in. In the meantime, if any parishioner
and a part time staﬀ person to work with present staﬀ to
has questions regarding parish ﬁnances, he or she can
enhance this eﬀort. I will say more about these hires in a
speak directly to me or Carol or to any of the members of
future bulletin.
the Finance Council. Their names are listed on the parish
website under “About STM,” and “Parish
We also intend to continue our increased commitment to
Governance.”
social justice and outreach ministries. This past year,
because of your generous gifts to STM, we were able to
Fr. Mark
increase our spending on care for the poor and other
disadvantaged persons by more than $150,000 over the
previous year when there was virtually nothing in the
budget for outreach. Speciﬁcally, we were able to make
major gifts to Cristo Rey Atlanta High School to support the

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up for
classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are
available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more information on the sacraments at STM
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and
Sacraments.”

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
RCIA NOTES
For those wishing more information on the RCIA process,
those returning to the practice of the Catholic faith, those
currently in another Christian denomination and thinking
about coming into the Catholic Church and those not currently active in any faith tradition ( Christian or not), these
informal information sessions are for you!
Do you feel called to journey along with those who have
expressed a desire to join the Catholic Church? Please
consider a role as a RCIA sponsor. Come to a meeting and
learn more.
RCIA information sessions:
Sunday June 25th 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday July 23rd 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday August 27th 10:30-11:45 AM
All sessions will meet in the St. Julie room in the parish
oﬃces.

IT’S RCIA CLASS REUNION TIME!
If you’ve been through the RCIA process or acted as a
Sponsor (or both!) in the past, come join us to celebrate
and discuss where you are now, how we can continue to
walk with you and ideas you may have about the process.
Sunday August 13th 3 PM-5 PM
We’ll meet in the St. Julie Room & STM parish library.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

LITURGY NOTES—
Unlike the Easter and Pentecost sequences, today’s
sequence, Lauda Sion, is optional. Even if you omit the
sequence, its poetry can still enrich the liturgy in the
homily or in other prayers. Below are intercessions that
use parts of the sequence and are inspired by it.
For the Church and all God’s children, for the
blessed and broken, for those who take and those
who share, we pray…
For all who claim the Christ as Lord, for the cup of
justice poured, for the bread of life and unity, we
pray…
For the parched and the thirsty, for the barren and
the weary, for a taste of the fruit of the vine, we
pray…
For all who travel to foreign lands, for welcoming
tables and open hands, for safe return to home
again, we pray..
Very bread, Good Shepherd, tend us, Jesus, of
your love befriend us. You refresh us, you defend
us. Your eternal goodness send us and heal our
sick and mend our broken. We pray…
We ask all this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Diana Macalintal — GIA Quarterly

JULY SERVICE
Thank you all for your survey responses for our service day
this summer. Mark your calendars for Saturday, July 15 for
our next big STM YAM service event! More details to follow
closer to the day. Questions?
Contact Kathryn Edwards: kathryn.w.edwards@gmail.com
AUGUST SOCIAL
We're in the midst of planning an awesome hiking trip this
August at Panther Creek Falls. Friends, partners, and kids are
all welcome to attend! We'll be sending out more info about
date, time, and logistics but in the meantime, email Chad with
questions at cgpe ltie r@gmail.com.

YOUTH AND TEEN MINISTRY
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org

EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

SUNDAY DONUTS AT STM
• Money raised goes to fund chaperones and bus costs for mission trips and summer camps, or you can use this as a
way to get a jump start on service hours for next school year! Please sign up for at least one time to host—there
will be someone there to help get things started, so don’t worry if you haven’t done it before.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094cadad23a02-summer
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 1010-14
• Rising 8th graders and older can sign up on the parish
website to volunteer at VBS this summer.

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
For more info on HIV, go to: https://www.hiv.gov and for
MISSIONARIES OF THE POOR
information on how to help within our local community,
Just in time for the rainy season!! A new dry, mold-free,
termite-free roof for the Missionaries of the Poor orphanage please contact STM's AIDS Ministry through Paul Blackstone
at sebbrane@aol.com, or Jen Dalmy, jengossett@gmail.com.
in Uganda.
They send their thanks and prayers to St Thomas More
parish for making a new roof for the boy’s dorm possible.
Please keep them in your prayers.

STM HABITAT PROJECT
UPDATE
STM volunteers continue to work
on the construction of a new
home for a low-income family in
Lithonia.
Here parishioner Gigi O’Shea
does some waterprooﬁng.

BEFORE

STEWARDSHIP
THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT

AFTER

The chart indicates
the goal and the
current amount paid.
After the goal has
been reached, 100%
of the overage
will be returned to
STM. We encourage
those who have
pledged to continue
to make or complete

HIV EDUCATION AND AIDS MINISTRY AT STM
This year marks the 36th anniversary of the ﬁrst documented report of what would become known as AIDS in the
United States. The US Department of Health and Human
Services has oﬃcially changed the address of its website for
information about HIV from “AIDS.gov” to “HIV.gov.” This
change reﬂects the progress we have made to transform
the disease from being almost always fatal to a controlled,
chronic condition, provided it is diagnosed early.
(continued)

you payments.
If you would like to donate, commitment envelopes are
available in the parish oﬃce or the wall pockets in the
narthex. To donate securely online please go to
appeal.archatl.com.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
STM MAKES FINANCIAL GIFT TO OLPH HOME
We have made a gift of $1,600 to the Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Home to support its care for cancer
patients. This gift is made from general parish funds in
lieu of a second collection.

For additional questions – Tony Mossing,
678-644-3648, tmossing@yahoo.com
Save the dates: Saturdays, June 24; July 1, July 8,
August 5 Time: 9 AM – 11 AM

PENTECOST POTLUCK

Thank you for your ﬁnancial support. Your gifts enable
STM to minister to many people.
We encourage parishioners to supplement the parish gift
with personal gifts sent directly to Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Home, 760 Pollard Blvd. SW, Atlanta 30315.

NEW HOURS
The Parish Oﬃce will be closed between 12:00 and
12:30 PM for lunch.
For the summer, the oﬃce will be closed on Sundays. We
will reopen Sunday, August 6th.

A special thank you to
everyone who worked
so hard to make STM’s
Annual Pentecost
Potluck a success!!

SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, twelve months a year,
year our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool (including 3 yr. olds no
longer enrolled in Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open
15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child(ren)
join us each week. You can focus on mass while they have
fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available. Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

PICTORIAL DIRECTORIES
If you had your picture taken, the pictorial directories are
in. Stop by the parish oﬃce to pick yours up.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

STM OPEN GYM IS A SUCCESS!! – SUMMER 2017
The ﬁrst STM Open Gym Saturday was a great success
with participants from all grades. It is a great opportunity
for STM students and parishioner students to play basketball this summer. Teams will be divided into intermediate
(3rd – 5th) and middle school (6th – 8th) age groups for
3v3, 4v4 and/or 5v5.
Note – All participants must have a parent/guardian
signed registration and waiver form completed and on ﬁle
in order to participate. The form can be turned in on the
morning of an Open Gym. (continued)

MARY POPPINS
THE BROADWAY MUSICAL
PRESENTED BY THE MORE PLAYERS
Mary Poppins is coming to STM! The More Player’s fall
production of Mary Poppins runs October 6-8 and 13-15.
Would you like to be part
of the production crew?
We need “Practically
Perfect” people to help
with set construction,
backstage help, ad sales,
costumes and more. Contact Patty Guenthner
(director) at mole 118@att.ne t.

GEORGIA BULLETIN (cont. from cover)
If you are presently receiving the Georgia Bulletin but do
not want it, please call or email Marie Diebold in the
parish oﬃces (404-378-4588; (mdiebold@stmga.org) and
ask her to remove you from the subscription list.
If you are not receiving the “hard copy” of the Georgia Bulletin and would like to receive it, please call or email Marie. She will put you on the subscription list.
Parishioners can access the Georgia Bulletin on-line at:
https://georgiabulletin.org/

SCHOOL NEWS
STM SCHOOL THIS SUMMER
During the summer months there will be lots of work being done in STM School. There are repairs to be made, classrooms to be painted, ﬂoors to be waxed, carpets to be cleaned, etc. Principal Jerry Raymond will be in the school oﬃces
most days during the months of June and July preparing for the opening of the 2017-18 school year. STM School oﬃce
hours during the summer months are 9:00 AM -1:00 PM Monday through Thursday. The oﬃce will be closed July 3
through July 7.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
C. S. LEWIS ONSTAGE THE MOST RELUCTANT CONVERT
Friday, June 23 at 8 PM and Saturday, June 24 at 2 PM Georgia Tech Ferst Center for the Arts Award-winning actor Max
McLean brings to life one of the most engaging personalities of our age. Adapted from Lewis’ own writings, the story
takes audiences on his fascinating journey from atheist to the most vibrant and inﬂuential Christian intellectual of the
20th century. Ticke t information at https://fpathe atre .com/production/the -most-reluctant-convert/

11TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE “LIVING AS MISSIONARY DISCIPLES”
Saturday, August 5th 8:00 AM—4:30 PM at Marist High School, 3790 Ashford Dunwoody RD.
Sponsored by the N Metro, NW and NE Metro & Central Deaneries of Atlanta. Registration now
open at https://cate chistconfe re nce .wordpre ss.com/

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
MEN’S PRAYER/SUPPORT GROUP FORMING
STM adult men who are interested in being part of a small Prayer/support group (6-10 persons) that is presently
forming should email Fr. Mark at: mhorak@stmga.org. At an initial organizational meeting at the church, the participants
will themselves determine how frequently the group will meet, where the group will meet, when the group will meet,
and other logistics.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in the STM chapel Monday through Saturday from 9:00 AM
till 5:30 PM.

POPE FRANCIS’ JUNE PRAYER INTENTIONS
National Leaders—
Leaders—That national leaders may ﬁrmly commit themselves to ending the arms trade, which victimizes so
many innocent people.

SUMMER – A TIME TO REST AND RETREAT WITH GOD, THE ONE WHO LOVES
YOU MOST.
Come away to Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center for a weekend retreat. Encounter God
and Experience Comfort,
Integrity, Peace and Stillness. Summer 2017 Weekend Retreats include:
“Come to the River & Be Replenished” Recovery11th Step with Fr. Steve Yander July 7-9
“The Path of Centering Prayer” Led by Rusty Weitzel & Roberta White July 21-23
“A God with Skin” with Retreat Director Andy Otto August 4-6
“My Soul Magniﬁes the Lord ~ A Retreat about Mary” with Fr. Peter E. Fink, SJ August 1013
“At the Edge of Waiting: A Contemplative Retreat” Director Carl McColman August 1820

Register by Website www.ignatiushouse.org
EAST COAST JESUIT NOVICES PROFESS VOWS
The Maryland and USA Northeast Provinces of the Society of Jesus announce the
profession of perpetual vows by:
John J. Braithwaite, n.S.J. (UNE)
Brendan G. Coﬀey, n.S.J. (MAR)
John P. Pignone, n.S.J. (MAR)
Melvin Thomas Rayappa, n.S.J. (UNE)
Christopher V. Smith, n.S.J. (MAR)
Kenneth W. Tompkins, n.S.J (UNE)
Christian A. Verghese, n.S.J. (UNE)
on Saturday, August 12, 2017, at Holy Cross Church in DeWitt, New York. Please remember these men in your prayers.

