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636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
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PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 pm (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

TUE & THURS 
5:30 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 

                   JUNE 19, 2016|  12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR  

A SPECIAL MASS 

IN HONOR OF  

ST. THOMAS MORE ON  

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 2016 

We will join local Catholic attorneys in  
celebrating the Feast of St. Thomas More 
with a special, “all-parish” Mass on 
Wednesday, June 22, at 7pm in the main 
church.  Fr. Pat Earl will preside. 

In order to encourage parishioners to  
attend this special Mass and no other 
that day, the regular 5:30pm weekday 
Mass will be cancelled that day. 

 

 

THANK YOU ANN DUGAN! 
 
All of us at St. Thomas More wish to thank Ann Dugan for 
her service. We encourage all parishioners to consider  
arranging a short retreat at Ignatius House. 
 
As many of you know, I am retiring again at the end of 
this month. It would seem that I have spent my adult life 
in the service of St. Thomas More…..16 years as a  
teacher in the school, 11 years as associate to two  
pastors and now 6 years on the Stewardship  
Committee….what a pleasure it has been but it is now 
time to read more, play more bridge and enjoy my  
wonderful family. 

I was given one last opportunity or gift as I see it, before retiring from active ministry. 

A silent retreat was offered at Ignatius House June 2-5…a three day silent retreat…no 
talking for three days! I signed up and drove out to Riverside Drive where the retreat 
house is located (somewhat apprehensively) but excited about the experience. Upon 
arrival my apprehension vanished with the warmth and welcoming that we received 
from the staff. (continued on page 7) 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the 
people of St. Thomas More will remember the following 
persons along with all the living and dead.  We encour-
age parishioners to say the names of deceased loved 
ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited 
to do so by the presider.  
 
MONDAY, June 20, 2016 
5:30 PM Father’s Day Novena 
  
TUESDAY, June 21, 2016 
5:30 PM Father’s Day Novena 
  
WEDNESDAY, June 22, 2016 
7:00 PM Father’s Day Novena 
  
THURSDAY, June 23, 2016 
5:30 PM Father’s Day Novena 
  
FRIDAY, June 24, 2016 
5:30 PM Father’s Day Novena 
 
SATURDAY, June 25, 2016 
5:30 PM Father’s Day Novena 
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Jane Fry, grandmother of Jillian Fry  
Reverend Monsignor Frank Giusta 
Charleen Klister, St Pius X teacher 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Anna Chambers  
Anna Cospelich  
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact  
Charlotte Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  In order to add a name to these 
lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, 
an immediate relative of the one to be remembered, 
or have the express permission of the one to be  
remembered. 
  
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will 
be mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the 
General Intercessions and will be published in the 
parish eLetter and bulletin as  soon as  possible  
after we receive the request. 
  
In addition, you may add names or special  
intentions in the Book of Remembrance that is kept 
in the narthex.  Parishioners will remember these 
each time we gather for Eucharist.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Carol Palmer, Financial A dminist rator  
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Religious Education Coordinators 
Ms. Elaine Phillips 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Michele McHale Pickard 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Joe Messina, Director of Music  & Liturgy 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Ann Dugan, Stewardship Coordinator 
adugan@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Shelly and Mr. Shon Stafford, Communicat ions  
news@stmga.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

KEEP IN MIND 

SUNDAY BULLETIN 
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to  
bulletin@stmga.org.  

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  
We invite you to join our parish.  We will be richer for your 
presence and participation.   
On-line registration is available at: www.stmga.org.  
For more information about membership and  
registration, Contact Marie Diebold at: 
mdiebold@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 

PARKING AT STM 
Plentiful off-street parking is available behind the church 
with access from W. Trinity Place.  Limited off-street  
parking is available in front of the church with access from 
W. Ponce de Leon Ave. 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mdiebold@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

Many of you knew Fr. Frank Giusta.  
Fr. Frank had been serving as the 
chaplain at Emory Medical Center and 
other local hospitals and at Georgia 
State University for a number of years. 
For the past several weeks, Fr. Frank 
had been on sick leave, and just this 
past Monday, we learned that Fr. 
Frank has died. This is a great loss to 
the many people, both Catholic and non-Catholic, who 
benefitted from his attention and care. Now we give Fr. 
Frank up to God for God’s care and protection. 

Since Fr. Frank took sick, Archbishop Gregory has asked 
the clergy and parishioners at St. Thomas More to attend 
to the sick at Emory and other local hospitals, at least for 
the foreseeable future. Accordingly, Fr. Pat and I are now 
taking all the emergency calls for anointings at Emory, at 
Eggleston Children’s Hospital, at Dekalb Medical Center, 
and Decatur Medical Center. In addition, our parishioners 
who are trained as Extraordinary Ministers of Holy  
Communion, or Eucharistic Ministers (EMs) as they are 
more commonly known, regularly visit the sick in some of 
these hospitals. Our EMs also visit a number of  
homebound persons in their private homes and  
apartments and in senior and assisted living  
communities. We try to serve whoever asks for a visit. 

In light of our increased responsibility to the sick and 
homebound, we are seeking additional volunteers to 
serve in this ministry. If you are interested but are afraid 
that the time commitment may be too much, we can 
have you serve as often or as infrequently as your  
schedule allows. Some of our ministers visit the hospital 
as often as twice each week; others visit just one or two 
persons in their homes once a month. Regardless of how 
often our ministers visit them, the sick and homebound 
are always grateful. Suddenly, these persons who might 
otherwise feel separated from our community, or worse, 
neglected by our community, now feel connected, for 
they are now able to share Eucharist with us. 

If you are concerned that you wouldn’t know what to do 
or what to say to a sick person, we will provide the  
necessary training and background checks to qualify you 
for this service. In addition, the hospitals will provide 
whatever additional training you may need to meet their 
own requirements. We will have you accompany an  
experienced minister for the first visit or two before we 
send you out on your own. You will have the information 
and training that you need to assure the safety of the 

people you visit and to minister sensitively and prayerfully 
on behalf of the parish. In the end, it is not your following 
any particular ritual or saying any particular prayer with 
the one you visit that matters most (since most any  
prayer will do if it comes from a kind, caring heart); rather, 
it is your willingness to let the love of Jesus for the sick 
and homebound be alive and at work within you. 

And while I am on the subject of Eucharistic Ministers, let 
this be a more general request for parishioners to serve 
as EMs at Sunday Eucharist. Beginning a couple months 
ago, we began assigning two more ministers at each  
Sunday Mass to help with Communion. This has the  
practical benefit of making the Communion procession 
move more smoothly, but it also allows more  
parishioners to serve the parish in this most important 
way. Our EMs tell me that they enjoy doing this ministry, 
and how profoundly moving it is to be able to be part of 
Jesus’ giving himself to us for our transformation. I  
encourage parishioners to let us know if they would like 
to become EMs. We will provide the training you need – it 
really is quite simple. 

A good many parishioners responded to our request for 
volunteers for this ministry a few weeks ago. I renew that 
same request now. Male or female, young or old – please 
consider becoming an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion, certainly at Sunday Masses. And if you are 
able, give service to the sick and homebound, perhaps in 
memory of Fr. Frank. 

Let me or Joe Messina (jmessina@stmga.org) know if you 
can help. 

Fr. Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Alex Brown at 912-713-2518 or Kirsten Wehner at  
404-579-0130, or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com  
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A CATHOLIC? 
If you are interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a 
Catholic, contact Fr. Pat Earl at: pearl@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  For more information on the process of becoming 
a Catholic, go to: www.stmga.org, and click on “Religious Education 
and Faith Formation.” 

SUMMER INSTITUTE OF CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY  
Spring Hill College is offering its annual Summer Institute of  
Christian Spirituality in June. This year’s Summer Institute is  
inspired by the Year of Mercy and the Encyclical, Laudato Si’.  We 
have titled this summer’s theme “Rejoicing in the God of Mercy.” 
The courses this summer will revolve broadly around the two foci 
of the environment and mercy.  The format of this institute is two 
one-week sessions in Mobile, Alabama; and one one-week session 
and two intensive weekend sessions in Atlanta. Each offers a  
variety of courses for participants to choose from.  For more  
information, visit www.shc.edu/theology or call 1-877-857-6742.  

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Sun June 19 Youth Choir Practice 4:00 PM Church 

Wed June 22 St. Thomas More Feast Day Mass 7:00 PM 

Wed June 22 Tattoos on the Heart  7:00 PM St. Julie Room 

Thu June 23 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Sat June 25 Merton Group 11:00 AM St. Julie Room 

Sun June 26 Youth Choir Practice 4:00 PM Church 

Tue  June 28   S FACTOR Aquarium  
Wed June 29 Tattoos on the Heart  7:00 PM St. Julie Room 

Thu June 30 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Wed July 6 Tattoos on the Heart  7:00 PM St. Julie Room 

Wed July 13 Tattoos on the Heart  7:00 PM St. Julie Room 

 
 

Vacation Bible School June 27th—July 1st 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home 
or in the hospital. The sacrament is not only for 
those close to death, but also for those who are 
seriously ill or infirm and in need of the  
community’s prayers and support. The anointing 
can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele  
McHale-Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons presenting a child 
for baptism may be required to participate in a 
short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST  

EUCHARIST, AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the  
Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation for the 
first time, or to be confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips 
at ephillips@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-
Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be  
married at St. Thomas More will be required to  
participate in a marriage preparation program.  
For more information on the sacraments at STM 
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

LITURGY NOTES 
Ordinarily, we begin our worship with an opening 
song.  This song is an important ritual action 
….  Singing together is itself a unifying act, and the 
entrance song calls the whole assembly to enter 
into our common act of worship….  If the entrance 
song is to serve its unifying function, it needs to be 
a song that everyone can sing wholeheartedly 
….  To use an opening song that people find  
difficult (and thus unpleasant) to sing is a sure way 
to discourage the enthusiasm that should mark the 
beginning of our common worship.”    
From Worshiping Well, by Lawrence E. Mick.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:pearl@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


DONUTS & COFFEE IN MULHERN AFTER THE 8:00 & 9:30 AM MASSES 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

     TEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  

  Lifeteen Mission Trip  —  June 19th-25th Nashville, TN 
  Vacation Bible School  — June 27th-July 1st — WE STILL NEED TEEN HELPERS! 
  Steubenville Atlanta — July 8-10th — this is an awesome experience for all high schoolers!  There’s great praise & 

 worship, music, dynamic speakers and break-out sessions to help you grow in your faith. Last year they had 3500 
 teens from all over the country come to join in this!  Check it out here:  
 http://lifeteen.com/events/steubenville-atlanta/   Cost is $185.    

  Lifeteen Summer Camp —  July 11th-16th — Camp Hidden Lake, Dahlonega, GA 

 

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 
  EDGE Mission Trip —  July 17-22  
  STM in-house mission — SAVE the Date!  July 26th & 27th! Details to follow.  

 

  

PARISH FINANCES 
In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
Parish Offertory Goal $30,288.00  
JUNE 4-5, 2016 Offertory  $19,607.48    
Online       $7,503.00  
Total    $27,110.48  
 
SECOND COLLECTION NOTICE 
On June 25-26, the second collection will be for the  
Peter’s Pence Collection, which provides the Holy Father 
with the funds he needs to carry out his most important  
charitable works. The proceeds benefit the most  
disadvantaged: victims of war, oppression, and disasters. 
Your gift makes you a pilgrim of charity around the world. 

Happy Father’s Day: Make a gift in honor of or in memory of 
your father. 
Online Giving available for Your Parish  
Endowment Fund on The Catholic  
Foundation website at www.cfnga.org Click 
on “Donate Now” and then on “My parish 
endowment” to find your parish. Make a 
Lasting Legacy that will continue in  
perpetuity. For more information, please 
contact Juliet Greco at the Catholic  
Foundation: jgreco@cfnga.org or  
404-497-9440. 
 

http://www.cfnga.org/
mailto:jgreco@cfnga.org


PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

ATTENTION SENIOR ADULTS 
If you ride the STM bus to Mass on Saturday 
evenings, on Saturday June 25th the bus WILL NOT BE 
PICKING YOU UP FOR THE 5:30 PM MASS. 
The bus WILL PICK YOU UP SUNDAY, June 26th FOR THE 
5:30 PM MASS. 
 

MEN’S CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH 

Take a break away from the busy summer schedule and  
attend a CRHP weekend on July 23rd & 24th. Come spend 
some quality time with other men of the parish and draw 
closer to your faith. Registrations are in the narthex (bright 
orange so you can’t miss them) and also available on the 
STM web site under Adult Faith and then click on CRHP. If 
you would like to register or need more information  
contact Meril at merilmathews84@yahoo.com or  
408-623-6272 
 

TATTOOS ON THE HEART 

The 2nd session of Tattoos on the Heart will be starting 
June 22nd at 7 pm in the St Julie Room, for more info  
contact Michele at mcp@stmga.org  
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE REMINDER  

The masses are now on the summer schedule. During the 
months of June, July and August the only scheduled mass will 
be Monday thru Friday at 5:30 PM. There will not be a 9:00 
AM mass on Saturday morning.  

COMING TO ST THOMAS MORE 

The STM theatre ministry 
will be presenting the  
musical comedy “Sister 
Act”.  The play will be  
presented the weekends 
of Oct 7th, 8th & 9th and 
Oct 14th, 15th & 16th. 
There is still time to volunteer to help behind the 
scenes.  Contact Joe Messina 404-378-4588 X 120 or  
jmessina@stmga.org. 

SIGN UP FOR THE STM PARISH EMAIL NEWSLETTER 

Join our weekly email newsletter today to stay informed 
about parish news and events. Visit www.stmgaparish.org 
for more information. 

FIRST COMMUNION PICTURES 
If you have not picked up your First Communion Pictures 
they are available in the parish office on Monday thru  
Friday from 9 am to 4 pm. 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOUL OF MONSIGNOR FRANK J. GIUSTA 
Monsignor Frank J. Giusta passed away on the morning of Monday, June 13th. Funeral arrangements will be shared as 
soon as they are available. 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have  
eternal life.  John 3:16 
 

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT 
Do you live with the self -condemnation of abortion? Do you think there is no forgiveness? Do you live with anxiety, fear, 
panic, and depression? Good News! God desires you to be healed and whole. He wants you to be joyful again. Good 
News! We can help. Come to our next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat, JUNE 24, 25, 26, 2016.  PATH (Post Abortion Treatment 
and Healing) will be facilitating a weekend long retreat where broken hearts can be rebuilt, renewed, redeemed. Give 
yourself the gift of Freedom. For more information visit our website at www.healingafterabortion.org Or call:  
404-717-5557 

FATHER FRANK RICHARDSON RETIREMENT MASS 
Saturday, June 25 at 5:00 PM; Good Shepherd Church, 3740 Holtzclaw Road, Cumming. The Celtic Mass of Sending and 
reception afterward will celebrate the retirement of Father Francis X. Richardson, pastor of Good Shepherd Church. The 
reception will include many presentations on his devoted life to Christ and the church. Contact: 770-887-9861 or email 
TDuffey@gsrcc.net for directions or information.  

mailto:merilmathews84@yahoo.com


PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTIONS 

Every month Pope Francis announces his monthly prayer 
intentions, and requests that we include his  
intentions in our personal prayers. Please consider  
remembering the following intention during the month of 
June:  “For human solidarity. That the aged,  
marginalized, and those who have no one may  
find–even within the huge cities of the world–opportunities 
for encounter and solidarity.” 

IGNATIUS HOUSE RETREATS 
Have you thought of attending a retreat. The Ignatius House 
is offering STM Parishioners a discount for any 2 or 3 night 
retreat. From June 1st through August 31st you will receive 
$75.00 off of your retreat fee. The coupons are available on 
the table in the narthex. For more information go to 
www.ignatiushouse.org or call us at 404-255-0503. 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES 

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED   

We need parishioners to visit the sick and homebound 
and offer them Communion in their homes and in  
Decatur-area hospitals.  We will provide the necessary 
training and background checks.  For more information, 
email Richard White at: rwhite7072@mindspring.com.  

2016 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS RECAP 
Given Pope Francis’ declaration 
of this year as a Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, it was fitting that the 
theme of the 2016 Eucharistic 
Congress was “Be Merciful Just 
as Your Father is Merci-
ful”.  Thousands of Catholics 
from the Archdiocese of Atlanta,  
including a number of STM pa-
rishioners,  joined together on 
Friday, June 3 and Saturday, June 4 to celebrate together at 
the Georgia International Convention Center in a display 
that demonstrated the incredible diversity of Catholics in 
the Archdiocese of Atlanta.  The Eucharistic Congress  
started with an Opening Mass and Healing Service on Friday 
night and concluded with a Closing Mass on Saturday  
afternoon. In between, a number of dynamic and  
inspirational speakers, singers and musicians entertained 
the participants during the event.  Speakers included Father 
Donald Calloway, who told about his incredible journey to 
the priesthood after being in drug rehabilitation twice, being 
arrested, and being kicked out of Japan because he worked 
for the Japanese mob; Jennifer Fulwiler, a radio host on  
Sirius XM’s The Catholic Channel, who explained how she 
came to the Catholic Church after being a full-fledged,  
militant atheist; Allen Hunt, the former pastor of a 
Protestant mega church who converted to Catholicism; and 
insights about Pope Francis from John Allen, Jr., a journalist 
who has travelled extensively with Saint Pope John Paul II, 
Pope Benedict and Pope Francis. 
 
The 2017 Eucharist Congress will be held next year on June 
16-17 and the theme is “As For Me and My House We Will 
Serve the Lord”.  It is hard to describe in words how unique 
it is to see the magnitude of the event – there are throngs 
of Catholics of several nationalities celebrating their faith 
together.  It is well worth the short trip to the GICC, even if 
you only can make it for a couple of hours. 

OF SPECIAL NOTE 

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

 

WELCOME TO THE PARISH 

Rich & Sarah Barbour & Family 
Ian & Emily Vanderkley & Family 

Pete & Tess Rohleder 
John & Elise Beltrami & Family 

Phillip & Christy Prater & Family 
Jimmy & Jaime Moore & Family 

Preston & Amy Etheridge 
Tom & Betsy Buckley & Family 

Jillian Madden 

ANNE DUGAN (continued from cover) 
Three days of reflection on our good God, communally and 
privately, and just the restfulness of the weekend was  
outstanding. The beauty of the grounds, the spiritual  
guidance, and the peacefulness of Ignatius House has truly 
been a gift to me. 

On reflecting on my retreat experience, I realize a stronger 
desire to serve our God in a more profound and  
meaningful way. I only wish that all of you at St. Thomas 
More could receive this wondrous gift. It as an incredible 
experience that I shall cherish forever. 

Take care, my friends, (the best in the diocese!!!) I’m not  
saying good-bye because I am not going anywhere! 

Ann Dugan 


