
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

9:00 AM, 11:30 AM,  
& 5:30 PM 
MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         June 21, 2020—12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

HAPPY FATHER'S DAY 
“I ask that you have the grace 
to be very close to your  
children, letting them grow, 
but being by their side. They 
need you, your presence, to 
be there, your love!”  
- Pope Francis to Fathers 

STM PARISHIONERS MARCH FOR JUSTICE 

As many as 25 STM parishioners joined hundreds of 
other Catholics from the Archdiocese of Atlanta in a 
hastily organized "March for Justice" in center city  
Atlanta on June 11. Continued on page 6.   

SUNDAY BAPTISMS 
Baptisms will be held on the 
1st and 3rd Sunday of each 
month in the main Church.  
Visit stmgaparish.org/baptism 
to schedule a baptism, read 
the safety protocols and fill 
out the registration form. 

https://diocesan.com/app-messages/fathers-day


At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
June 22  Sharon Ann Goertz Coniglio †  
June 23  Susan M Gorry †  
June 24  John O"Leary †  
June 25  Intentions of Bibi Mathews 
June 26  Donald Moon and Ronald Moon †  

 
Please pray for those who received their First Eucharist: 
Helina Befikir Astil 
Mac Welch 
Sophia Vasay Faulk  
Riley Brennan  
 
 

If you would like to schedule an intercession, please contact 
the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift 
in return for praying for someone by name during the  
intercessions at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 New Parishioner Registration can be found here: www.stmgaparish.org/register   

 Join our weekly e-newsletter list to stay informed: www.stmgaparish.org/enews 

 Find us on Facebook @StThomasMoreDecaturGA 

 The Parish Office is closed. Please contact parish staff members by e-mail for  
assistance.  

 Sacramental Emergency, please call 678-337-8910.  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  
Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
It has been wonderful to see many of you returning to 
Mass after being turned away for nearly three months 
because of concern for spreading the coronavirus.  
Now we are back together—under strict limitations, to 
be sure—but it is great to see you again. 
 
This past weekend, more people, including families 
with young children, ventured out to come to Mass 
than did the previous week.  Nevertheless, I  
understand that most of you still do not feel that it is 
safe for you and your families to return.  Many of you 
will not feel safe for many months to come, and rightly 
so.  I don’t want any of you to do anything that  
jeopardizes your health, the health of your family, or 
the health of persons in your care.   
 
Because of a continuing concern for infection, we are 
requiring persons who come for Mass to wear face 
masks throughout the Mass, to maintain strict “social 
distancing” at all times, to avoid physical contact with 
persons outside of your household, and to follow the 
instructions of parishioner guides.  In addition, we 
have altered the ritual of Eucharist to minimize the risk 
of infection.  For example, we no longer offer the  
common cup at Communion time, we are discouraging 
congregational singing, and we have eliminated the 
exchange of a physical sign of peace.  We are even  
discouraging parishioners from gathering before or 
after Mass to socialize.   
 
We do all this to better protect you and me from  
serious illness.  I understand all this; I get it.  But  
there is something sad about it all. 
 
Celebrating Eucharist is fundamentally about  
gathering and sharing in hopes of becoming one  
with Jesus and each other.  The ritual is designed  
to express our communion and to enable it.   
Unfortunately, those parts of the ritual that express 
most clearly and enable most effectively our  
communion are precisely the parts that we have had 
to eliminate.  My fear is that, the longer we celebrate 
under these restrictions, the more we will feel that this 
is the way Eucharist must be.  Passive presence—or 
worse, watching a livestream—rather than active  
participation, may come to be seen as normative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I find myself wondering what long term “damage” this 
pandemic will cause to our understanding of Eucharist 
specifically and our experience as a parish more  
generally.  The best part of being a parish is the  
experience of coming together as a true community.  
We do this, of course, when we gather for Eucharist.  
But we also experience ourselves as parish when we 
gather for pot luck suppers, join others in a book club, 
share coffee and donuts on Sunday morning,  
participate with our kids in parish-sponsored athletic 
activities, and come together for Scripture study and 
prayer.  To be parish—at least as we have come to  
understand it—is to be in community with our  
brothers and sisters, confident that Jesus is in our 
midst.  Sadly, in order to deal with this pandemic, we 
have been obliged to stay away from one another.   
 
To see this happening has been the hardest thing for 
me as pastor. 
 
Let us be confident that the Spirit of Jesus, who has 
called us together, is especially active these days.  It is 
for us to cooperate with the Spirit’s urgings by  
renewing our efforts to find other ways to be parish, 
that is, to make a community of faith with each other.  
Stay in touch with each other; reach out to the isolated 
parishioners; participate in ZOOM meetings; make 
cookies and drop them at the door of your neighbor; 
send a note to a friend; smile and intentionally greet 
people on the street and at the store.  Above all, find 
new ways of praying as a family and as friends and 
neighbors.  We cannot allow this pandemic to lead to a 
culture of self-reliant individuals. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit.  Make us one.   
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 or visit  
stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: Baptism classes are  
suspended for now. Links to the registration form and the 
safety protocols are available under Baptisms on the  
website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream all Masses, weekend and 
weekday, through June 28 for parishioners who do not 
wish to or who are not able to return to Mass.   
Thereafter we will stream only the Sunday 9:00 AM.  
www.stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 
 

 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS SOCIAL JUSTICE 

DONATE TO STM  
Visit www.stmgaparish.org/giving to sign up for online giving, 
donate via PayPal or mail your check to: 
 
STM Catholic Church 
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, GA 30030-2951 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
June 28—Peter's Pence  
July 12—Mission Cooperative Program  

St Thomas More is grateful for your financial support of our 
Parish.  

PARISH FINANCES 

YOUTH NEW 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY  
Thank you so much to all those who donated food and  
household items to the SVdP food pantry this past week!  Once 
again, our generous parishioners have ensured that our Pantry 
is well stocked and we can help as many families as possible. 
THANK YOU!  
 
Are you an Amazon shopper?  Who isn’t these days?  Did you 
know that you can identify the Society of St. Vincent dePaul as 
your Smile.Amazon charity?  Simply log in to your Amazon  
account, go to “Accounts & Lists”.  Under Your Account, there is 
an option called “Your AmazonSmile”.  Click on that option and 
you will be directed to Add or Change your chosen charity.  Be 
sure to scroll down to St. Vincent dePaul Society of Atlanta, 
GA.  See how easy it is to help your neighbors in need?  
 

BIRTHRIGHT THANKS STM 

Lisa Olwine, Executive Director of Birthright of Atlanta, recently 
wrote to thank STM parishioners for our gift of $2,500 to  
support Birthright operations.  Lisa wrote: "What a blessing to 
receive this wonderful support of our work - an especially  
sacrificial gift at this time, I'm sure.  May the good people of STM 
be blessed as well." 
 

ST. EMMANUEL ORPHANAGE SCHOOL THANKS STM 

Fr. Robert Kisitu, the Director of the St. Emmanuel Orphanage 
School in Uganda, wrote to thank STM parishioners for a gift of 
$1,000 to purchase food for the 329 children who live and study 
there.   Fr. Robert wrote:  "Your commitment to support these 
needy children is a reply to their prayers to whom they pray  
daily for food, shelter, and good health.  Now they see you as 
their earthly parent to them, because you care for their  
well-being whenever the need arises. You have put food on 
their plates." 

 

RACIAL INJUSTICE RESOURCES  

 
Visit the Ignatius Solidarity Network website to view 
racial injustice resources: ignatiansolidarity.net 
 
 

 
 
 

 

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/
https://stmgaparish.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=662eb07fab8d8e3cc433c4cdf&id=46b34f129d&e=c2998c806e
https://stmgaparish.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=662eb07fab8d8e3cc433c4cdf&id=1289aacb1b&e=c2998c806e


SCHOOLNEWS 

ADULT FAITH 

CENTERING PRAYER WEEKLY “ZOOM” MEETINGS 
Centering Prayer meets each week via Zoom. Email mccolman@anamchara.com to sign up.  
 

WEEKLY GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION (GUIDED PRAYER) 
Thursdays, 12:00 PM on Zoom  
Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming Sunday gospel reading. Every Thursday from 12-12:30 PM Andy Otto 
will lead you through a live guided prayer, via Zoom, using the Ignatian tradition of contemplation, engaging your  
imagination. We will conclude with optional sharing. The guided prayer portion will be available later 
that day as an audio download. See the parish website (look under “Latest News” on the home page) 
for links. 
 
 

SUMMER BOOK STUDY AT STM 
Participants should order the book in advance and the facilitator will be in touch prior to the first  
session about initial reading. Sign up at bit.ly/stmadult20 
 
Life of the Beloved 
July 7 - August 11, Tuesdays, 7:30 PM 
How do we try to replace the love God is offering us? Initially written for a Jewish friend, Life  of the  
Beloved has become Henri Nouwen’s greatest legacy to Christians around the world. This sincere  
testimony of the power and invitation of Christ is indeed a great guide to a truly uplifting spiritual life  
in today’s world.  
 
 

JUNE AT IGNATIUS HOUSE 
Sabbath Day of Rest at Ignatius House 
Wednesdays in June at Ignatius House 
Each Wednesday in June, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM, enjoy a “Sabbath Day of Rest” at Ignatius 
House with a prayer guide for 20 acres of natural forest along the Chattahoochee River. 
$20 per person, includes a boxed lunch plus 4 meals donated to frontline workers at  
MercyCare. All ages welcome. Minors must be accompanied by an adult.   
 
Weekend Retreat: “Recovery Steps 1-3 – The Miracle of a Higher Power” 
Join adults for a silent two-night retreat, June 26-28, at Ignatius House. Find fellowship in  
a new way of mutual support and see the presence of one higher than yourself, who will bring you to a free and sober life. 
Limited to the first 22 registrants. $200 per person, includes private room and bath, and all meals.  
 
5-Night or 8-Night Silent Retreat 
Adults are invited to spend five or eight nights in silence July 5-10 (or July 5-13) at Ignatius House. Meet daily with a spiritual 
director, customize a prayer schedule and participate in daily liturgy. Limited to the first 22 registrants. See application to 
be matched with a spiritual director.  
 
Visit IgnatiusHouse.org/registration for more information. 
 

“PEOPLE OF HOPE: FINDING JOY IN ALL THINGS” 
Facilitated by Andy Otto. Join in live, every third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM 
(EDT), on Facebook for interactive conversation about how to find joy in all things. Ask a 
question, find joy in others. Featuring host Andy Otto with the Jesuits and pastoral  
friends of Ignatius House. Or subscribe to the podcast on your favorite podcasting app. 
Tune in at facebook.com/IgnatiusHouse 

 

VIRTUAL RETREAT: PRAYING WITH THE SPANISH MYSTICS: DARK NIGHT 

AND INTERIOR CASTLE 

July 21-23 - Choose one date; 2:00 PM 
Offered by Carl McColman, STM parishioner and RCIA coordinator.  
 
This retreat includes reflections on the spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola, St. Teresa of Ávila, and St. 
John of the Cross.  
 
Learn more and register https://holycrossmonastery.com/events/spanish-mystics/ 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/5-night-individually-directed-retreat-2/
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/people-of-hope/2020-06-18/


PARISH LIFE 
MARCH FOR JUSTICE 
Continued from cover...  
Catholics gathered at the Shrine of the Immaculate  
Conception in Atlanta, heard remarks by Archbishop  
Hartmayer, and marched past City Hall and the State Capitol 
to Centennial Park where they knelt in silence for 8 minutes 
and 46 seconds, recalling the length of time a Minneapolis 
police officer knelt on the neck of George Floyd, killing 
him.  The very peaceful march was marked by periodic  
Scripture readings and prayers for racial justice and an end 
to the abuse by police of their power. 
Photos by STM parishioner David Metzger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S 

S FACTOR UPDATE 
The S Factor prays the rosary monthly, via ZOOM, for the 
intention of an end to racism. The next rosary will be  
Monday, July 20th, at 2:30pm.   In addition, the S Factor 
meets  on the first Monday of each month at 2:30pm.   
Patricia Hamilton will give the reflection on July 6th.  Since 
the S Factor cannot meet in person, they are utilizing  
technology to gather virally to offer prayer, praise and  
connect with each other.  For more information contact 
Cass Catroppa, ccassiecat@aol.com. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
First Communion 
of Helina Befikir 
Astil on June 9. 
Shown with her 
parents, Mesrak 
and Befikir, her 
brothers, and  
other family and 
friends.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

We encourage parents of First Communion kids to schedule 
this event at any weekday or weekend Mass. call the parish 
office. 
 

HAPPY 93rd BIRTHDAY!  
Margaretha Darmawan recently  
celebrated her 93rd birthday. She  
is the mother of parishioner,  
Myrna Hardjono. Please join us in 
praying for her health and safety. 

SCHOOL NEWS 
HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 
Happy Father’s Day to all the dads and dad-like men who 
color their child’s world more beautiful! May God bless you! 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS  

During the summer, our school office will be open Mondays 
through Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  The office will be 
closed from Monday, June 29, through Friday, July 3rd. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news. 

https://www.stmga.org/news/


YOUTH NEWS 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
Happy Father’s Day. Why not give your husband a gift of a lifetime by spending a special weekend away with each other. 
Learn how to have a great marriage by participating in a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend on August 28-30 in  
Atlanta. You can get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME.  
 

HEALTHCARE WORK AS VOCATION: SERVICE IN A TIME OF PANDEMIC  
Tuesday, June 30, 2020, 1 – 2:00 PM  
This engaging online program will feature a panel of healthcare professionals who will reflect on their personal experience 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and consider how it has challenged or strengthened their sense of vocation, or mission.  
Attendees will be encouraged to participate throughout the program by submitting questions for the panelists to consider 
and offering additional reflections and perspectives. https://aquinas.emory.edu/  
 

ST PIUS X SUMMER CAMPS 
Visit the St. Pius website to register now for summer camps. www.spx.org/athletics/summer-camps Email camps@spx.org 
if you have any issues with registration or if you have any questions. Thank you for your interest in our camps!   
 

MARIST SCHOOL VIRTUAL SUMMER CAMPS REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 
Virtual summer camp sessions are offered throughout the month of June for children ages 5-17 and include: Cheerleading 
Camp; Where in the World Travel Camp; Craft Camp; Making Natural Dyes, Paints, & Prints; Stress, Sleep, & Self-care for 
Girls; Introduction to C++ Programming Language; Java Jump Start (Introduction to Java Computer Programming); Art and 
Music Programming with Python; Keyboarding; The American Experiment – The 1960s –Then & Now; Understanding the 
Holocaust; Personal Essay Start-Up; and SAT/ACT Boot Camp. 

Visit marist.com/summercamps for more details and to register. Questions? Email us at summercamps@marist.com. 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
Registration is open for STM Youth, Youth Religious Education, Youth Confirmation, As One 
Family (Adults and Children of all ages) and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. 

Please contact Stewart Voegtlin for more information: svoegtlin@stmga.org. Visit the parish 
website to register. 

 

ATHLETIC NEWS 

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!  

The 2020 STM 5th-8th Girls Volleyball Season Registration is now open! Due to the current  
pandemic, the possibility of a volleyball season occurring is unknown. However, when you  
register your daughter, you will immediately be put on a waitlist, and no registration fee will be 
required. If the volleyball season does take place, you will receive a reminder to login to Sports 
Connect and immediately pay your outstanding registration/uniform fee. 

Season Key Dates: 
• Registration: May 8th through July 13th 
• League Season COVID Decision date: August 1st 
• First match: August 15th 
• Last regular season match: September 26th 
• End of Season Tournament: October 3rd and 4th 
• Practices will begin before school starts. Emails will be sent to those that registered with start dates and times. 

For detailed information in regards to the CMVL League, please visit clubs.bluesombrero.com/catholicmetrosports 
Registration will be $140 and Uniform Fee is $20. www.stmgaparish.org/girls-volleyball 

If you have any questions, please email Kristy Heller at krichheller@gmail.com or Rob Aldrich at  
raldrich@catholicmetrosports.com. 

https://wwmeatlanta.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce68f9c02a9d73715929042a7&id=872b7c616e&e=be07a95996
https://aquinas.emory.edu/
https://www.spx.org/athletics/summer-camps

