June 25, 2017/The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910

Since its founding in
1969, the volunteers at
Birthright of Atlanta,
the country’s ﬁrst crisis
pregnancy center, have
been helping women with challenging pregnancies gain the conﬁdence
to choose life for their babies by making a workable plan for the
future.
The STM parish family plays a remarkable and enduring role in
Birthright’s history, starting with its pledge to cover the rent for
Birthright’s ﬁrst oﬃce all those years ago. Nearly ﬁve decades later,
the children—and even some grandchildren!--of those ﬁrst supporters
have embraced the mission of Birthright and continue to aid its lifechanging, life-saving eﬀorts. (continued on Page 5)

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)

STM

SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM

OPEN
GYM

MON—FRI
5:30 PM

See Page 6 for

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

More
information

Nursery Available after
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

ARE YOU RECEIVING THE GEORGIA BULLETIN?
STM picks up the cost of the Georgia Bulletin newspaper that is sent
to many parishioners. If you do not want to receive the paper it or
are content to read it on-line (www.georgiabulletin.org), let Marie
Diebold, the parish secretary, know (mdiebold@stmga.org), and she
will remove you from the mailing list.
If you do not receive the paper and would like a copy delivered to
your home, also let Marie know.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to
say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.
MONDAY, June 26 John Godfrey †
TUESDAY, June 27 Tom Sullivan †
WEDNESDAY, June 28 St. Expedito †

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

THURSDAY, June 29 Thomas Mathews †

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

FRIDAY, June 30 Holy Souls †

Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org

Pray for those who are sick:

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds

Baby Ryan Alexander Graham
Susie Lawrence
Joseph Fogerty

Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org

Pray for those who have died:

Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org

Thomas Adamson

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org

Pray for those recently baptized and their families:

Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org

Pierce Magner
Gerard O’Donoghue
William Little
Samuel Chavis
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order
to add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to
be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter and
bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in the
Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex.
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
June 30

S Factor Movie Night
20th Century Women
6:30 PM St Julie Room

Shelly and Shon Staﬀord, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

Emails for STM Business Only

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as possible, by participating in our parish programs and ministries,
by doing service in your neighborhood, and by ﬁnancially
supporting the parish as much as your means allow. By
registering, you also enable us to be of greater service to
you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Oﬀertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish oﬃces during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
This is a reprint of the ‘From the Pastor’ ﬁrst published on
June 11
From the Pastor…
Elsewhere in this issue of the
parish bulletin, we inform parishioners that I recently approved
the STM operating budget for
ﬁscal year 2018, as recommended
by the STM Finance Council.
The budget anticipates total
revenue of nearly $2.1 million
during FY2018. This includes $1.8
million of revenue from the Sunday Oﬀertory collections, both the collection taken up
during Mass and on-line donations. Interestingly, as the
years have passed, the portion of STM revenue from
on-line giving has steadily increased, while the portion from
the “in pew” collection has steadily decreased. We
encourage this shift.
Total revenue has varied widely from year to year since
2011. We have seen an annual increase of as much as
14% and as little as .5%. Because revenue is ﬂat this year,
we are projecting only a very slight increase in parish
revenue in FY2018.
Projecting revenue is always a risky business. There are
many factors that can aﬀect a family’s ability and
willingness to give to their parish, and absent extensive
analysis, it is nearly impossible to guess which factors are
at work in our particular case. The Finance Council, Carol
Palmer (the STM Business Manager), and I have spent
considerable time trying to understand what is happening
here and how to address it. We know that several other
parishes that are similar to STM are also seeing ﬂat
revenues. One local pastor has told me that he is not
meeting his expenses for the ﬁrst time in recent memory.
Likewise, more than one fundraising professional has told
me that non-proﬁt organizations are generally struggling to
meet their development goals. It would seem, therefore,
that the factors aﬀecting STM are also at work elsewhere.
This would suggest that local, if not national, economic
factors are discouraging charitable giving.
We also know that STM is growing. According to our parish
records, the number of registered families has increased
from 1,134 in 2014 to slightly more than 1,500 currently.
To be sure, we have lost some families, but I am sure that
we have gained many more families than we have lost. My
observation is that families that have registered more
recently tend to be families with young children. This is
wonderful for our parish’s energy and life, and it is good for
the larger Church, but families with young children still at
home are less likely to be big givers, and
understandably so.
We know that the number of STM families that give little or
no ﬁnancial support to the parish is quite high. To be sure,
we can only track the contributions of those parishioners
who use
oﬀertory envelopes, who give by personal check, or who do

on-line giving, but according to our records, nearly 30% of
registered households made no ﬁnancial contribution to
the parish in calendar year 2016. This high percentage is
not atypical of other Catholic parishes, but it is nonetheless
discouraging. It is hard to accept that a family that considers itself part of this parish community cannot give even a
few dollars in support of parish ministries over the course
of a year.
Our records also indicate that we have about 1,100
families who made ﬁnancial gifts to STM in each of the
three years 2014, 2015, and 2016. Of these 1,100 families,
57% either maintained their gift or increased it between
2015 and 2016. Thank you for this!
On the other hand, nearly one-third of these 1,110 families
decreased their gift by at least 10% from 2015 to 2016.
How to explain this decrease? I see several possibilities.
A family may have moved away from STM; a family may be
experiencing a diﬃcult circumstance, e.g., lost employment,
retirement, the death of a wage-earner, or greatly
increased family expenses, like tuition expenses. These
situations would fully explain a decreased annual gift in
2016.
Perhaps some families who have cut back on their annual
gift to STM think that STM has suﬃcient resources and
doesn’t need their contribution. Yes, it is true that we are
paying our bills on time, and we are in fact increasing
spending in critical parish ministries (more on this in the
coming weeks). Furthermore, we are continuing Msgr.
Paul’s prudent practice of setting a substantial sum of
money aside each year in anticipation of making
major improvements to parish facilities. We have
deposited this money in investment accounts where it is
earning interest until it is needed, perhaps as early as a
year from now. But for every increase in spending in one
area, we have had to cut back in another area. We are not
“ﬂush with cash.”
Or perhaps a family is unhappy with the direction the
parish is taking under the Jesuits. Again, I understand that
some parishioners are unhappy, and I am sorry that this is
so. I simply encourage you who may be unhappy to sit
down with me or Fr. Pat and share your concerns with us.
Perhaps we can allay them.
STM parishioners have always been very generous. Since
we Jesuits have come to STM, we have said very little about
raising money, and this is as it should be. But every so
often, we must remind parishioners that we cannot serve
you and the larger community as we would like without
your ﬁnancial support.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up for
classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are
available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more information on the sacraments at STM
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and
Sacraments.”

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
RCIA NOTES
For those wishing more information on the RCIA process,
those returning to the practice of the Catholic faith, those
currently in another Christian denomination and thinking
about coming into the Catholic Church and those not currently active in any faith tradition ( Christian or not), these
informal information sessions are for you!
Do you feel called to journey along with those who have
expressed a desire to join the Catholic Church? Please
consider a role as a RCIA sponsor. Come to a meeting and
learn more.
RCIA information sessions:
Sunday June 25th 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday July 23rd 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday August 27th 10:30-11:45 AM
All sessions will meet in the St. Julie room in the parish
oﬃces.

IT’S RCIA CLASS REUNION TIME!
If you’ve been through the RCIA process or acted as a
Sponsor (or both!) in the past, come join us to celebrate
and discuss where you are now, how we can continue to
walk with you and ideas you may have about the process.
Sunday August 13th 3 PM-5 PM
We’ll meet in the St. Julie Room & STM parish library.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

LITURGY NOTES—
I often second-guess myself in my work. Am I smart
enough or talented enough? Surely there’s someone else
who could do this better. Am I being true to the tradition
of the church, or am I just doing what I like? Am I picking
the right songs or saying the right thing? Maybe I’m too
old for this someone younger should take my place.
What if I’m just doing this for my ego?
In our dark moments, these whispers crowd around us
and trap us in our own insecurity so that we shrink back,
avoid taking risks, and withhold our most authentic
selves from the community. In our even darker moments,
we might contribute to another’s self-doubt by our gossip or discouragement. Human whispering, unless
shared in the intimacy of a loving embrace, usually leads
only to fear.
Thankfully, our God embraces us and whispers to us,
“Fear no one.” Public ministry is a vulnerable yet courageous act of trust that God has put us exactly where we
need to be, doing what God needs us to do. Therefore,
do not be afraid, What God has whispered to you, proclaim on the housetops! In the words attributed to W. H.
Auden, “You owe it to all of us to get on with what you’re
good at.”
Diana Macalintal — GIA Quarterly

Catch up with friends and meet new
ones! Join us for dinner after the
5:30 PM mass on Saturday, July 8.
Email stthomasmoreyam@gmail.com
for questions.

JULY SERVICE
Global Growers serves the
refugee and immigrant
communities via sustainable
farming. If you've ever been to
the Decatur Farmer's Market on
Wednesday or Saturday, you
have seen them! For more
information, email us at
stthomasmoreyam@gmail.com.

YOUTH AND TEEN MINISTRY
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org

EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

SUNDAY DONUTS AT STM
• Money raised goes to fund chaperones and bus costs for mission trips and summer camps, or you can use this as a
way to get a jump start on service hours for next school year! Please sign up for at least one time to host—there
will be someone there to help get things started, so don’t worry if you haven’t done it before.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094cadad23a02-summer
LIFETEEN
• VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 1010-14
Rising 8th graders and older can sign up on the parish website to volunteer at VBS this summer.
EDGE
• SIGN UP FOR INHOUSEI MISSION: hp://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-2annual1
• Registration for 20172017-18 Edge will open on July 1st.

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
BIRTHRIGHT (cont. from cover)

PARISH FINANCE
MAY OFFERTORY

If you have a special place in your heart for the vulnerable
unborn and for helping their panicked, overwhelmed
moms ﬁnd their way to conﬁdently choose life, Birthright
welcomes whatever time, talent or treasure that you feel
God calls you to share!
To learn more about Birthright, explore volunteer
opportunities, or make a contribution to its work, visit
birthrightofatlanta.com or call 770-451-2273. Your reward
will be tiny—but dressed in pink or blue—and inﬁnitely
precious!

MARTINGOU FAMILY INTRODUCED TO STM
PARISHIONERS
The Martingou family – Jean, Kaltouma, Moravie (11), Cedicia
(8), Odelie (6), and Merline (13) – was introduced to STM
parishioners at the
9:30 AM Sunday
Mass on June 11.
STM is partnering
withAFTER
Catholic
Charities of Atlanta to
resettle the
Martingous who were
driven from their
homeland of Central
African Republic by
civil unrest. Under
the terms of the
resettlement agreement between
Catholic Charities and the United States government, the
family is expected to be self-suﬃcient within 6 months of
their arrival in the United States. Both parents, Jean and
Kaltouma, are doing shift work at a local poultry processing
plant, and the daughters are in school in the Clarkston area.

STEWARDSHIP
ARCHBISHOP’S
ANNUAL APPEAL
CLOSER TO OUR
GOAL
The chart indicates the
goal and the current
amount paid.
After the goal has been
reached, 100% of the
overage will be returned
to STM.
We encourage those who have pledged to continue to make
or complete you payments.
If you would like to donate, commitment envelopes are
available in the parish oﬃce or the wall pockets in the
narthex. To donate securely online please go to
appeal.archatl.com.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
NEW HOURS
The Parish Oﬃce will be closed between 12:00 and
12:30 PM for lunch.
For the summer, the oﬃce will be closed on Sundays. We
will reopen Sunday, August 6th.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 1ST DEADLINE
The deadline to register for Vacation Bible School is
July 1st. For information, contact Elaine Phillips at
ephillips@stmga.org.

SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, twelve months a year,
year our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool (including 3 yr. olds no
longer enrolled in Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open
15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child(ren)
join us each week. You can focus on mass while they have
fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available. Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

S FACTOR RED, WHITE AND BLUE PARTY

STM OPEN GYM IS A SUCCESS!! – SUMMER 2017
The STM Open Gym continues to be a great success with
participants from all grades. This is a great opportunity for
STM students and parishioner students to play basketball
this summer. Teams will be divided into intermediate (3rd
– 5th) and middle school (6th – 8th) age groups for 3v3,
4v4 and/or 5v5.
Note – All participants must have a parent/guardian
signed registration and waiver form completed and on ﬁle
in order to participate. The form can be turned in on the
morning of an Open Gym.
For additional questions – Tony Mossing,
678-644-3648, tmossing@yahoo.com
Save the dates: Saturdays, July 1, July 8, August 5
Time: 9 AM – 11 AM

MARY POPPINS
THE BROADWAY MUSICAL
PRESENTED BY THE MORE
PLAYERS
Mary Poppins is coming to STM! The
More Player’s fall production of
Mary Poppins runs October 6-8 and
13-15.
Would you like to be part of the
production crew?

The annual S Factor 4th of July party will take place
Thursday, July 6th 12:30 PM in the Parish Library.
For more information, contact Cass Catroppa at
ccassiecat@aol.com.

We need “Practically Perfect”
people to help with set
construction, backstage help, ad
sales, costumes and more. Contact Patty Guenthner
(director) at mole 118@att.ne t.

THANKS TO THE KNIGHTS FOR THE PENTECOST
RECEPTION

PICTORIAL DIRECTORIES

Thanks to the local chapter of the Knights of Columbus,
the Fr. Thomas O'Reilly Council Nº 4358, for hosting the
reception after the 9:30 AM Mass on Pentecost Sunday to
honor the persons just received into the Catholic
Church. This show of hospitality helped to connect
longstanding parishioners with our newest members.

STM FAMILIES/MORE MOMS

If you had your picture taken, the pictorial directories are
in. Stop by the parish oﬃce to pick yours up.
We are a group of STM Moms who encourage each other
in our calling as parents while closer to Christ and his
Church. Please check us out on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MoreMoms/

SCHOOL NEWS
SCHOOL AND LIBRARY SUMMER HOURS:
STM School oﬃce hours during the summer months are 9:00 AM -1:00 PM Monday through Thursday. The oﬃce will be
closed July 3 through July 7.
This summer the library will be open 9 AMAM-2 PM on the following days: Wed. July 19 and Wed. July 26
The Dekalb County library does have our reading list so you can also get your required summer reading from there.

SUMMER USED UNIFORM SALES:
Wed July 12 9-1 PM and Wed Aug 2 9-1 PM
Sun Aug 6 3:30-5:30 PM (Wed Aug 9 school starts) and Fri Aug 11 8 AM -3 PM
Sales take place in the front entrance area of the gym.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
11TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE “LIVING AS MISSIONARY DISCIPLES”
Saturday, August 5th 8:00 AM—4:30 PM at Marist High School, 3790 Ashford Dunwoody RD.
Sponsored by the N Metro, NW and NE Metro & Central Deaneries of Atlanta. Registration now
open at https://cate chistconfe re nce .wordpre ss.com/

COLUMBARIUM AT IGNATIUS HOUSE
For more information about Niches, please call 404-255-0503 or email columbarium@ignatiushouse.org.

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND IN JANUARY 2018
Educational Opportunities Catholic Tours is hosting a pilgrimage to the Holy Land January 23-30, 2018.
Destinations include Bethlehem, Galilee, Jerusalem and more!
You’re invited to walk the land of Jesus, deepen your understanding of the Bible, inspire your faith and transform your
life.
For more information, visit http://www.e ocatholic.com/#e otours.

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
Children's Liturgy of the Word needs volunteers on Sunday mornings during the 9:30 AM Mass. Volunteers will be
divided into rotating teams-- this is a three week on, 6 week oﬀ time commitment, September-May. All volunteers must
complete background check and VIRTUS training. For more information, please email Jen Dalmy, je ngosse tt@gmail.com

MEN’S PRAYER/SUPPORT GROUP FORMING
STM adult men who are interested in being part of a small Prayer/support group (6-10 persons) that is presently
forming should email Fr. Mark at: mhorak@stmga.org. At an initial organizational meeting at the church, the participants
will themselves determine how frequently the group will meet, where the group will meet, when the group will meet,
and other logistics.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in the STM chapel Monday through Saturday from 9:00 AM
till 5:30 PM.

POPE FRANCIS’ JUNE PRAYER INTENTIONS
National Leaders—
Leaders—That national leaders may ﬁrmly commit themselves to ending the arms trade, which victimizes so
many innocent people.

COMMUNION SERVICE AT CLAIRMONT PLACE ON MONDAYS
Dr. Chuck Ward will conduct a short communion service at Clairmont Place on Mondays at 2:30 PM. The service will
include prayer, songs, scripture and Eucharist.

SUMMER – A TIME TO REST AND RETREAT WITH GOD, THE ONE WHO LOVES YOU MOST.
Come away to Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center for a weekend retreat. Encounter God
and Experience Comfort, Integrity, Peace and Stillness. Summer 2017 Weekend Retreats
include:

“Come to the River & Be Replenished” Recovery11th Step with Fr. Steve Yander
July 7-9
“The Path of Centering Prayer” Led by Rusty Weitzel & Roberta White July 21-23
“A God with Skin” with Retreat Director Andy Otto August 4-6
“My Soul Magniﬁes the Lord ~ A Retreat about Mary” with Fr. Peter E. Fink, SJ
August 10-13
“At the Edge of Waiting: A Contemplative Retreat” Director Carl McColman
August 18-20

Register by Website www.ignatiushouse.org

