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PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 pm (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

TUE & THURS 
5:30 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 

                   JUNE 26, 2016 | 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

EDGE SUMMER CAMP 

EDGE summer camp is a very special opportunity for our middle school youth to 
have a great week at their beautiful facility near Dahlonega, GA.  This year we joined  
seven other churches, some 200 + kids  (some from FL and OH & TX) as well as us 
locals from Christ The King and Holy Trinity. EDGE summer camp is a wonderful 
combination of faith building and team building.  Each parish is assigned college 
aged "summer missionaries" to help us get the most out of the camp experience. 
During the week our theme was 'Unfinished'.  We explored how we as God's people 
are unfinished and need to look deeper into our relationship with God, our friends, 
and our wider community. We did team building trust falls, got 'blobbed' on the lake 
and experienced beautiful Liturgies and other worship opportunities to explore 
growing our relationship with Christ. I could go on, but the teens speak from their 
hearts so well: read on…(continued on page 7) 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the 
people of St. Thomas More will remember the following 
persons along with all the living and dead.  We encour-
age parishioners to say the names of deceased loved 
ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited 
to do so by the presider.  
 
MONDAY, June 27, 2016 
5:30 PM Father’s Day Novena 
  
TUESDAY, June 28, 2016 
5:30 PM Patricia Chopo † 
  
WEDNESDAY, June 29, 2016 
7:00 PM Thomas K Mathews † 
  
THURSDAY, June 30, 2016 
5:30 PM Paul Turcotte † 
  
FRIDAY, July 1, 2016 
5:30 PM Candido Rodrigues † 
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Parishioner Jody Harrison 
Philomena Levicki, mother of parishioner  
Diane Burns 
Mary Ann Oprish, mother of Mark Oprish 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Lucile Fink  
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact  
Charlotte Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or 
have the express permission of the one to be  
remembered. 
  
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
  
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the  
narthex.  Parishioners will remember these each time 
we gather for Eucharist.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Carol Palmer, Financial A dminist rator  
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Religious Education Coordinators 
Ms. Elaine Phillips 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Michele McHale Pickard 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Joe Messina, Director of Music  & Liturgy 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Ann Dugan, Stewardship Coordinator 
adugan@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Shelly and Mr. Shon Stafford, Communicat ions  
news@stmga.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

KEEP IN MIND 

SUNDAY BULLETIN 
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to  
bulletin@stmga.org.  

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  
We invite you to join our parish.  We will be richer for your 
presence and participation.   
On-line registration is available at: www.stmga.org.  
For more information about membership and  
registration, Contact Marie Diebold at: 
mdiebold@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 

PARKING AT STM 
Plentiful off-street parking is available behind the church 
with access from W. Trinity Place.  Limited off-street  
parking is available in front of the church with access from 
W. Ponce de Leon Ave. 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mdiebold@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

A couple weeks ago, a parishioner 
sent me an email saying that “we (STM) 
are in egregious violation of the rules 
for perpetual adoration” since we do 
not have people present in prayer at 
all times when the sacrament is  
exposed. He suggested that, if  
persons cannot be present before the 
sacrament every hour of every day, as 
the rules require, we should either revise our practice so 
that we are in compliance with the Church’s rules, or we 
should cease the practice of 24/7 adoration altogether. 
 
It is indeed true that we are not in compliance with the 
norms the Church gives us for worship of the Eucharist 
outside of Mass. In fact, we are non-compliant with  
several rules and have been so for a very long time. See 
http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Resources/HCW/HCWE-
Introduction.pdf 

Let me say, first of all, that the Church strongly  
encourages prayer before the Eucharist outside of Mass; 
it is a good and laudable practice. However, the Church 
encourages this practice “only if it is done according to 
the regulations of lawful authority.” 

To understand and apply the Church’s norms for worship 
of Eucharist outside of Mass, we must keep in mind the 
important distinction the Church makes between 
“adoration” and “exposition.” As the Church uses the 
term, “adoration” refers to worship of the sacrament  
reserved in the tabernacle . “Perpetual adoration” refers 
to prayer before the sacrament enclosed in the  
tabernacle for extended periods of time. The Church  
considers adoration of the sacrament held within the  
tabernacle to be “normative and sufficient,” and because 
adoration is understood to be private prayer, it may be 
done at any time and without special regulation. 

“Exposition,” on the other hand, is the display of the  
sacrament in the ciborium or monstrance outside of the  
tabernacle, normally for a limited period of time.  
Exposition is part of the public prayer of the Church, and 
because it is public prayer, participants are expected to 
follow an approved liturgical ritual which includes hymns, 
Scripture readings, vocal prayer recited in common, and, 
if desired, periods of silent prayer while the Eucharist is 
exposed. Also, the rules are quite clear: the exposed  
sacrament should never be left alone; indeed, at least 
one person, preferably two, should be present whenever 
the sacrament is exposed. If no one is to be present, the 

sacrament must be “reposed,” that is, returned to the 
tabernacle, and the sacrament should be reposed no 
more than twice a day. Finally, “perpetual exposition,” or 
adoration of the sacrament exposed to view in a  
monstrance or ciborium for extended periods of time, is 
permitted only with the permission of the local bishop 
“for grave and general necessity,” and only if done  
according to the Church’s norms. 

The point of these strict rules for exposition (as opposed 
to adoration) of the Blessed Sacrament is not because 
the Church does not value Eucharist or wants to  
discourage prayer before the exposed sacrament; rather, 
the purpose of the rules is precisely to assure that due 
reverence is given to the Eucharist at all times. In other 
words, the rules exist because the Church holds  
Eucharist in such high regard and doesn’t want the  
sacrament to be treated casually. Moreover, the Church 
wants to be confident that the people appreciate that the 
nature of Eucharist is fundamentally communal and  
active, and that its fullest meaning is found in a  
Eucharistic celebration, i.e., the Mass, that culminates in 
the Communion rite. 

Based on the Church’s understanding, what we have 
called “24/7 adoration” at STM is more really “perpetual 
exposition,” and we have been doing it for a very long time in 
violation of at least three Church norms: we do not have 
at least one person present at all times; we do not  
repose the sacrament when no one is present; and we 
do not do exposition as public, common prayer, but as  
private, individual prayer. 

The parishioner who brought this situation to my  
attention is right: either 1) we modify our practice so that 
we do perpetual (24/7) exposition properly, or 2) we stop 
doing perpetual exposition in favor of either a more  
limited exposition or adoration. 

I encourage parishioners, especially those parishioners 
who are devoted to the practice of private prayer before 
the sacrament, to give this situation careful  
consideration. Let me know what you think. I will be  
coming to a decision in this regard in the next couple 
weeks. 

Fr. Mark 

 

 

 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Alex Brown at 912-713-2518 or Kirsten Wehner at  
404-579-0130, or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com  
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A CATHOLIC? 
If you are interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a 
Catholic, contact Fr. Pat Earl at: pearl@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  For more information on the process of becoming 
a Catholic, go to: www.stmga.org, and click on “Religious Education 
and Faith Formation.” 

SUMMER INSTITUTE OF CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY  
Spring Hill College is offering its annual Summer Institute of  
Christian Spirituality in June. This year’s Summer Institute is  
inspired by the Year of Mercy and the Encyclical, Laudato Si’.  We 
have titled this summer’s theme “Rejoicing in the God of Mercy.” 
The courses this summer will revolve broadly around the two foci 
of the environment and mercy.  The format of this institute is two 
one-week sessions in Mobile, Alabama; and one one-week session 
and two intensive weekend sessions in Atlanta. Each offers a  
variety of courses for participants to choose from.  For more  
information, visit www.shc.edu/theology or call 1-877-857-6742.  

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Tue  June 28   S FACTOR Aquarium  
 

Wed June 29 Tattoos on the Heart  7:00 PM St. Julie Room 

Thu June 30 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Sun July 3 Lifeteen Music Practice   4:00 PM Church   

Wed July 6 STM Basketball Camp  7:00 PM Gym 

Wed July 6 Lifeteen Music Practice   7:00 PM Church   

Wed July 6 Tattoos on the Heart  7:00 PM St. Julie Room 

Thu July 7 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Sat July 9 STM Basketball Camp  9:00 AM Gym 

Sun July 10 Lifeteen Music Practice   4:00 PM Church   

Wed July 13 Bridge   2:00 PM Parish Library  

Wed July 13 Lifeteen Music Practice   7:00 PM Church   

Wed July 13 Tattoos on the Heart  7:00 PM St. Julie Room 

 

Vacation Bible School June 27th—July 1st 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home 
or in the hospital. The sacrament is not only for 
those close to death, but also for those who are 
seriously ill or infirm and in need of the  
community’s prayers and support. The anointing 
can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele  
McHale-Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons presenting a child 
for baptism may be required to participate in a 
short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST  

EUCHARIST, AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the  
Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation for the 
first time, or to be confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips 
at ephillips@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-
Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be  
married at St. Thomas More will be required to  
participate in a marriage preparation program.  
For more information on the sacraments at STM 
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

LITURGY NOTES 
“The entrance procession sometimes seems to be 
carried out on a purely functional basis. Those in 
the procession move quickly, and often rather 
carelessly, bunched together so that they almost 
step on one another’s heels.  A procession is really 
a form of simple dance, a choreographed  
movement.  Taking the procession seriously might 
mean slowing the movement down, beginning only 
after the first verse of the entrance song is partially 
or completely sung, leaving ample space between 
the various ministers, and moving with a measured 
gracefulness that speaks the importance and 
prayerful nature of the ritual act.”    
From Worshiping Well, by Lawrence E. Mick.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:pearl@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

     TEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  

  Vacation Bible School  — June 27th-July 1st — WE STILL NEED TEEN HELPERS! 
  Steubenville Atlanta — July 8-10th — this is an awesome experience for all high schoolers!  There’s great praise & 

 worship, music, dynamic speakers and break-out sessions to help you grow in your faith. Last year they had 3500 
 teens from all over the country come to join in this!  Check it out here:  
 http://lifeteen.com/events/steubenville-atlanta/   Cost is $185.    

  Lifeteen Summer Camp —  July 11th-16th — Camp Hidden Lake, Dahlonega, GA 

 

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 
  EDGE Mission Trip —  July 17-22  
  STM in-house mission — SAVE the Date!  July 26th & 27th! Details to follow.  

 

  

PARISH FINANCES 
In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
Parish Offertory Goal $30,288.00  
June 11-12 Offertory  $17,724.42   
Online    $  8,140.00      
Total    $25,864.42  
  
 
 

Using Insurance to Help Your Parish 
Some people have old insurance policies they 
no longer need. These can be donated to 
help grow the parish endowment fund for 
the future generations of parishioners. If you 
need assistance about how to make a gift of 
insurance please contact Juliet Greco at the 
Catholic Foundation. jgreco@cfnga.org or 
404-497-9440. Please visit our website: 
www.cfnga.org for other methods of making 
gifts of assets to your parish. 
 



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

MASS REMINDER 

Daily Mass on Monday, July 4th will be at 10:00 AM 
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  

Our Sunday Nursery for ages 3 months - preschool is open 
every Sunday throughout the summer during our 9:30 AM 
and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes before each 
mass. Please have your child(ren) join us this summer. You 
can focus on mass while they have fun and play in a safe 
place! Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary 
Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  

 

MEN’S CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH 

Take a break away from the busy summer schedule and  
attend a CRHP weekend on July 23rd & 24th. Come spend 
some quality time with other men of the parish and draw 
closer to your faith. Registrations are in the narthex (bright 
orange so you can’t miss them) and also available on the 
STM web site under Adult Faith and then click on CRHP. If 
you would like to register or need more information  
contact Meril at merilmathew84@yahoo.com or  
408-623-6272 
 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 

The parish office hours are Monday thru Friday from 9:00 
AM to 4:00 PM and Sundays from 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon.  

COMING TO ST THOMAS MORE 

The STM theatre ministry 
will be presenting the  
musical comedy “Sister 
Act”.  The play will be  
presented the weekends 
of Oct 7th, 8th & 9th and 
Oct 14th, 15th & 16th. 
There is still time to volunteer to help behind the 
scenes.  Contact Joe Messina 404-378-4588 X 120 or  
jmessina@stmga.org. 

 

FIRST COMMUNION PICTURES 
If you have not picked up your First Communion Pictures 
they are available in the parish office on Monday thru  
Friday from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

Please join us Sunday, June 26th in  
Mulhern Hall after the 12:00 noon  
Mass for an Ice Cream Social to  
honor Ann Dugan.  

 
DONUTS & COFFEE 

Donuts and coffee are available in Mulhern Hall after the 
8:00 AM & 9:30 AM masses. 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

WALKING THE WAY OF THE CROSS 
Walking the Way of the Cross With the Holy Family: Accepting Hardships as the Pathway to Peace is a 1-day retreat of 
healing for parents and adult caregivers of the abused offered by the Archdiocese of Atlanta’s Victim Assistance Program. 
This retreat will be Saturday, July 9, 2016 from 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. at the Chancery Offices in Smyrna, Georgia. The  
registration deadline is July 1, 2016. Please contact Sue Stubbs at 404-920-7554 or sstubbs@archatl.com for more  
information.  

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS  
“Catholic schools work wonders for young people in preparing them well for life. Our schools provide both a strong faith 
tradition and excellent academic training… All of our schools, parish, regional, diocesan, and private, work long and hard 
to form our youngsters in the faith and with the highest academic standards, and they regularly succeed beyond their 
expectations…. We produce excellent students. Their excellence begins first and foremost in their homes with families 
who encourage and support them as they grow in faith and in wisdom. That excellence is enhanced in the schools where 
they develop as youngsters of integrity and insight.” From The Georgia Bulletin, “Thankful for the Wonders of Catholic  
Education,” Archbishop Wilton Gregory, May 26, 2016.  
 

DEO GRATIAS MASS AT HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH  
On August 27 at 10am at Holy Spirit Church, Archbishop Gregory will preside at the annual Deo Gratias Mass for persons 
who have remembered their parish or the Archdiocese through a bequest or other estate gift. A luncheon will follow 
Mass. For more information, call The Catholic Foundation at 404-497-9440.  
 

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS STARTING TO FADE?  
Start again now with a renewed commitment to your spouse. What better way to celebrate the gift of your unique love 
than to make time to focus on each other and your marriage? Consider making a Worldwide Marriage Encounter  
Weekend to renew those feelings you had during your first few years together. The next Weekend is scheduled for  
August 12-14 at the Atlanta Marriott Peachtree Corners. You can get more information or register online at  
GATN-wwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME.  

mailto:merilmathew84@yahoo.com


PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTIONS 

Every month Pope Francis announces his monthly prayer 
intentions, and requests that we include his  
intentions in our personal prayers. Please consider  
remembering the following intention during the month of 
June:  “For human solidarity. That the aged,  
marginalized, and those who have no one may  
find–even within the huge cities of the world–opportunities 
for encounter and solidarity.” 

IGNATIUS HOUSE RETREATS 
Have you thought of attending a retreat. The Ignatius House 
is offering STM Parishioners a discount for any 2 or 3 night 
retreat. From June 1st through August 31st you will receive 
$75.00 off of your retreat fee. The coupons are available on 
the table in the narthex. For more information go to 
www.ignatiushouse.org or call us at 404-255-0503. 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES 

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED   

We need parishioners to visit the sick and homebound 
and offer them Communion in their homes and in  
Decatur-area hospitals.  We will provide the necessary 
training and background checks.  For more information, 
email Richard White at: rwhite7072@mindspring.com.  

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be 
protected and a healthy community can be achieved only 
if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met. 
Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to 
life and a right to those things required for human  
decency. Corresponding to these rights are duties and 
responsibilities–to one another, to our families, and to the 
larger society. 
For more information, please visit The United States  
Conference of Catholic Bishops: www.usccb.org 

 

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

EDGE SUMMER CAMP 
(continued from cover) 

STM Camper Sarah Pina said: 
 “If you want to deepen your relationship with God, you 
should go to this camp!  And its really fun!” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

STM Campers Theodore and Sophie Jobson said:  
“The messy games were a great way to end camp. Camp 
made me reflect on my spiritual life. #bestcampever." and 
"The team trust exercises helped me grow closer to my 
brothers. Adoration at camp was the first time I felt God's 
presence." 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
STM Camper Jake Newman said:  
"This was one of the greatest weeks of my life." 

STM Camper Olivia House said: 
“It's the best thing our youth group has ever done. Will come 
back for my 3rd time next summer. The rock wall is the 
best and I love the messy games, too! The worship  
music is great!” 

STM Camper Sophia Stafford said: 
“The activities helped me be more courageous and trust in 
my friends and God.” 
 
STM Parent Jenny Jobson said: 
“The kids loved the week! I wish they did this camp for parents.” 


