July 1, 2018—13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org

YOUTH MISSION TRIP 2018
The youth of our parish braved the scorching heat in Hardeeville, SC
at their latest Catholic Heart Workcamp.

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES

SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM

“Be imitators of God and walk in love, as Christ loved us…”
(Ephesians 5:1-2)

STM R.C.I.A. IS IN NEED OF SPONSORS

Exciting things are happening in R.C.I.A. at St. Thomas More! The R.C.I.A. team
will be available in the St. Julie Room after the 9:30 AM Mass on July 1, July 15
and July 29. We would love to meet anyone who has a willingness to sponsor.
See page 7 of the bulletin for more information.

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

We hope you have a happy and safe Independence
Day. Please note there will only be one mass on July 4th
at 10:00 AM.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. Thomas More will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.

Monday, July 2

Franz Seldte †

Tuesday, July 3

Gordon Walsh

Wednesday, July 4

Shola Aina †

Thursday, July 5

Louise Holland †

Friday, July 6

Deceased members of Horan
Family †

Pray for those who are sick:
Annie Jeter Phinessee
Gene Stelton, Father of Sue Shaw and Will Stelten

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN
youth@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish
offices during normal business hours.

Patricia Weaver, Receptionist

pweaver@stmga.org

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., July 2

STM Grief Support Group—7:00 PM—Family Room

Thurs., July 5

Cancer Sewing Group—8:30 AM—St. Julie Room
Men’s Basketball—8:00 PM—Gym

Fri., July 6

S Factor Red, White & Blue Party—12:00 PM—Parish Library

Mon. July 9-13

Vacation Bible School—9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

FROM THE PASTOR
Good-bye

and lasting relationships.

(This article was first published in
the June 24th bulletin.)

Good priests are not produced from classrooms or study
alone; they are made through encounters with Godʼs
people. It has been your kind and loving feedback that has
helped me. I especially appreciate the parish staff, those
parishioners at daily mass, and those that have invited me
into their homes — to them, I am the most grateful for
their feedback has been the most honest.

Leaving the people and places
you love is the occupational
hazard of life as a Jesuit.
However, I was surprised to be
leaving so soon, and at how
deeply connected I would
become to the parishioners,
family, and students at STM.
Before arriving to Atlanta, I had
enjoyed work at prisons and
hospitals throughout my training as a Jesuit. Yet, I had very
little experience working in a parish. But in no time, your
warm welcome and southern hospitality helped alleviate
any anxiety about this new work. No one could ask for a
better start as a newly-ordained priest.

One of the greatest joys in my life is celebrating Mass.
School masses have been a special treat. The students at
STM Elementary School have reminded me to not just pray
to God, but also play with God. Their energy and curiosity
bring out in me an enthusiasm and goofiness that I barely
recognize. The teachers have also helped keep this work
fun.

As I take my leave, I ask for your prayers for me in my new
job. The gospel of Mark tells us that “Jesus went up on a
mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they
came to him (3^13).” These next few years, I will look to
I also came to STM with the hope of having time for the
know who Jesus is calling to be a Jesuit. I will be working
familiar ministry I loved. I am grateful that the parish, and
with young men that have heard “something,” some
Fr. Mark, gave me the time to work at Emory University
Hospital. It was a special privilege to return to the bedside small-stirring in their heart that has led them to the
Society of Jesus. I hope to join them in coming to know
with patients — this time as a priest. Now, I could hear
confessions, provide absolution, lay hands on their heads, more about their desires, but also Jesusʼs desires. This
anoint them with oil, and offer Communion—in many ways, work, if done correctly, is nothing more than a journey,
I had already been doing this work, but now I got to do it in ever-deeper, into the heart of Jesus.
a more explicit and formal way. My time at Emory and
We are blessed that Jesus continues to call men to become
Egleston Childrenʼs Hospital also gave me a chance to meet
Jesuits. But it takes a great deal of courage and strength to
many of you where you work. I saw the gospel clearly
respond generously to the call of Jesus. This is only
lived-out in the operating rooms, hospital floors, dietary
possible with the support of a community. I have a feeling
kitchens, and administrative offices of the hospital. I even
that there are several vocations to the Society of Jesus at
felt a bit of STM pride in knowing that so many
STM. These vocations need to be encouraged and
parishioners were involved in this healing ministry.
nurtured. The Society is always on the lookout for men
I had the chance to share my love of hospital ministry with willing and able to do this hazardous work of falling in
deeply in love, not just with one person in a lasting and
the many Eucharistic Ministers in the parish. This team of
final way, but repeatedly and with many people. If you
men and women, organized by Richard White and David
know someone who fits this description, please send them
Pilliod, deliver Holy Communion to over 30 Catholics in
my way.
hospitals, nursing homes, assisted living facilities, hospice
centers, and individual homes. They perform their weekly
visits with little fanfare or recognition, trusting the Spirit to
guide and sustain them. The Spirit has also been at work
through the men and women of the Social Justice group.
Their careful discernment, and work with the poor has an
Ignatian characteristic to it, which resonated with my heart
and prayer. I am grateful to have played an ancillary role in
their ministry to the parish and the poor of Decatur.
Similarly, it has been a pleasure getting to know the
members of S-factor, cancer sewing group, Knights of
Columbus. I leave with happy memories of these groups

Rest assured of my prayers for you and the success of the
school and parish. While I am sure that I will return, now
and then, for a visit, this time of dedicated ministry with
you will not come again, and that saddens me. Yet, I am
consoled that we will remain united by Christ through
prayer.
Peace and blessings,
Fr. Rudy Casals, SJ

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

SOCIAL JUSTICE
MISSIONARIES THANK STM PARISHIONERS

In a letter to STM parishioners, Fr. Richard Ho Lung, MOP,
Founder of the Missionaries of the Poor, thanked parishioners
for their recent gift of nearly $4,400.00. This gift came from the
special collection taken up at the Good Friday Service this past
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
spring. Fr. Lung wrote: "I give thanks to God for you and your
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to gift because you have given to the poor who so desperately are
in need of your love, prayers, and support."
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The Missionaries operate several centers that provide for the
The anointing can be given multiple times.
poor and homeless in Kingston, Jamaica. STM has supported
these for several years.
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life.

MEALS NEEDED AT HAGAR'S HOUSE EMERGENCY
SHELTER

There is an urgent request for volunteers to sign up to provide
the dinner meal at Hagar’s House Emergency Shelter
To prepare for meal service, you can call the Hagar's House
Hotline, and get a count of the number of persons residing in
the emergency shelter on any given evening. Hagar's House
Hotline: 404.377.5365 (select option 2)
Please visit the link below to make your commitment to serve
on any of the open meal service dates, as this will help reduce
duplicate sign ups.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4DAFAB28A3FD0-hagars
Contact Anne Carlton at Anne@decaturcooperativeministry.org
with questions.

IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY PROGRAM

The Ignatian Spirituality Program, ISP, is a nationwide ministry
sponsored by the Jesuits to give spiritual retreats to homeless
men and women in recovery. This is an active ministry in the
Archdiocese of Atlanta carried out by volunteers and in
collaboration with Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center.
Volunteers are needed for days of reflection, overnight retreats,
drivers and other tasks. Contact: Marian Monahan at
mcmonahan@gmail.com for information on serving as a volunteer.

CCA TUTORS/MENTORS NEEDED

Catholic Charities Atlanta needs volunteer mentors and tutors
for refugees. CCA launched a family literacy program, which
needs volunteers to serve as in-home tutors and mentors to
Catholic Charities’ clients. The time commitment is a weekly two
-hour visit for a minimum of four months. All clients live in the
Clarkston area. Contact: Chelsea Driver at
CDriver@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org or 678-222-3953 for
information.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—JULY 9-13
Register online www.stmgaparish.org
The theme is "Marvelous Mystery: The Mass Comes Alive!"
We are looking for a few more adult and teen volunteers.
Visit the parish website to volunteer.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
IGNATIAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM
St Thomas More is pleased to debut a new marriage preparation program called Fall In Love, Stay In Love. The title is
inspired by a prayer attributed to former Jesuit Superior General Pedro Arrupe SJ. Beginning in September, and offered
three times per year, this 4-week program will be available to any couple preparing for marriage. Drawing from the
wisdom of the Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius, the program will invite couples to consider their own relationship
together with the person of Jesus who is calling them to an ever deeper friendship and the mission to share God’s love
with the world. Through presentations by witness couples and in-class and at-home couple exercises, weekly evening
sessions will emphasize communication, intimacy, commitment, discernment, and values, as well as tools, rituals, and
practices that will aid couples in their marriage together. For more information and to register please contact Andy and
Sarah Otto at aotto@stmga.org.

PRAYING WITH THE SAINTS AND MYSTICS: NURTURING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

Thurs., July 19, 2018 - Sun., July 22, 2018 6 PM - 1:30 PM ; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center
Directed by Carl McColman
How can we experience God? How does silence nurture prayer? Can meditation and contemplation transform our
lives? These are the kinds of questions that the great saints and mystics of the past two thousand years address in their
visionary writings on prayer and the spiritual life. This retreat will celebrate some of the greatest spiritual teachers,
including Julian of Norwich, Teresa of Avila, John of the Cross, and (of course) Ignatius of Loyola. We'll balance our time
exploring their wisdom with the deep and restful silence of Ignatius House, to explore how their ancient wisdom can make
a difference in our lives today.
This is a silent retreat. Retreatants are expected to maintain a sacred silence throughout the retreat, including at meals,
unless otherwise noted. Visit ignatiushouse .org to register and get more information.

PARISH LIFE
STM PARISH IS HIRING

We are seeking a full time youth minister who can bring
vibrancy and creativity to our youth faith formation
programs. The Director of Youth Faith Formation is
responsible for designing and developing a comprehensive
faith formation and youth ministry program, rooted in the
Ignatian and Jesuit tradition, for children from kindergarten
through high school. This role reports to the Pastoral
Associate for Faith Formation. Visit
www.stmgaparish.org/job-opportunity for more information.

ARTICLE IN NATIONAL MAGAZINE DETAILS STM
PARISHIONER'S SPIRITUAL JOURNEY
The June issue of the Knights of
Columbus magazine, Columbia,
features an article about STM's
own Michael Cebulski. (You may
recognize Michael with his drum
kit at some masses.)

The piece covers his journey on
the Camino in Spain, following
S FACTOR SUMMER UPDATES
the route traditionally held to be
The S Factor will hold it's annual Red, White & Blue party on the path of St. James.
Friday, July 6, in the parish library at 12:30 PM. Please
signup with Cass at ccassie cat@aol.com or 404-377-6944.
Read the online version of the
article here:
https://www.kofc.org/en/columbia/
SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE AND DONUTS
detail/walk-500-miles.html
Please note, there will be no coffee and donuts on July 1.
We are looking for a few parishioners to help with the
Sunday morning donut service. Visit the parish website to
MORE EATS
sign up.
There will be no More Eats in July.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTION
July 1—Peter’s Pence—Contributions to this collection support the Holy Father as he reaches out to those suffering the
effects of war, violence, natural disasters and religious persecution.
July 15—STM St. Vincent de Paul

KEEP STM IN MIND DURING YOUR SUMMER TRAVELS
Have fun on your summer vacations! We know you’ll be out of town for a few Sundays this summer. But that doesn’t mean
you can’t participate through your regular tithes. You are more than welcome to either mail or bring your offertory by the
parish office. Or you can use an Online Giving account. You can contribute from wherever you are or you can even set up
payments in advance if you like! And when you give online, it helps us make our budget, even when attendance is low. Visit
our website at www.stmgaparish.org and click on the green icon for the Online Giving link. Any questions, contact Carol
Palmer at 404-378-4588 x145 or cpalme r@stmga.org.

SCHOOL NEWS
STM SCHOOL IS HIRING

St. Thomas More Catholic School, a Blue Ribbon School of Excellence, is seeking part time Teacher Assistants for the
2018-2019 school year. Qualified applicants should have experience and enjoy working with children. Send resume
to jraymond@stmga.org. No phone calls please.

STM SCHOOL OFFICE SUMMER HOURS
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Monday – Thursday

CAMP INVENTION

Camp Invention was so much fun for all of our
campers. We can’t wait for next year!

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)
UPCOMING EVENTS






July 1: YAM Brunch after the 9:30 AM Mass
July 16: YAM Leadership Meeting (all are welcome to attend). 7 PM
July 18: A Modern Nun: Living Religious Life in 2018 with Sister
Mary Priniski
July 28: Habitat for Humanity Build Day from 8:00 AM –4:00 PM.
Email kathrynwedwards@gmail.com to sign up.
Young Adult Fall Day Retreat—Our YAM fall retreat will be on
Saturday, September 22 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Ignatius
House Jesuit Retreat Center in Sandy Springs. The cost is just $10
per person and includes a light breakfast and lunch. To register
please contact Andy Otto: aotto@stmga.org

COMMUNTIY NEWS
PLAY ST. PIUS JR. LIONS FLAG FOOTBALL

Mark your calendars now for another fun-filled "Sunday afternoons only" season coming this August! Coach Paul
Standard and the St. Pius X Junior Golden Lions organization are excited to offer a Flag Football program for the fall of
2018. The Jr. Lions program is a great venue for the child to learn the game of football in a safe and fun environment.
The program is for rising 1st through 6th graders and is intended to be a fun way to introduce players to football without
the pads and contact while giving the players experience in all the skill positions. We will utilize a fast paced, 5-against-5 or
6-against-6 format where all positions are eligible to handle the ball.
The registration deadline is July 30, 2018. To register, please complete your registration form online using www.spx.org/
JuniorLionsFlagFootball. Any other questions or comments can be addressed quickly by sending an e-mail to JrLionsFlagFootball@gmail.com.

WITNESSES FOR JESUS CHRIST

Sat., August 18th at the Renaissance Atlanta Waverly Hotel & Convention Center
We invite all catechists (and those interested in teaching in the future) to this great opportunity to hear from national
speakers about teaching the Catholic faith to others. For more information and to register, visit atlcatechistconference.com.

STM BENEFACTORS INVITED TO DEO GRATIAS MASS

Archbishop Gregory invites those who have made a major gift or bequest to the Catholic Foundation of North Georgia,
the Archdiocese, or any Archdiocesan parish or school to join him in a Mass of Thanksgiving at the Cathedral of Christ the
King on August 25 at 10:00 AM. A brunch will follow. For more information, call 404-497-9440.

TOWARD FULL COMMUNION: HOPES, ACHIEVEMENTS, OBSTACLES, AND CHALLENGES

Tues., Sept. 18, 2018 from 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM ; Glenn Memorial at Emory University
Join the Aquinas Center at Emory University for a lecture event featuring Cardinal Kurt Koch of the Vatican as he examines
interfaith and ecumenical efforts in our world today. Cardinal Koch serves as President of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity and President of the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews. His lecture will
elaborate on his Vatican positions, discuss his commitment to ecumenical dialogue, and provide insights from Pope
Francis on interfaith endeavors. Tickets are free. Registration required. Reserve your seats at aquinas.emory.edu.

RCIA NEWS
WE NEED SPONSORS

Exciting things are happening in R.C.I.A. at St. Thomas More. We anticipate welcoming a number of new inquirers in the
coming months and we would like to have an available pool of sponsors. Sponsorship is a rewarding experience and the
sponsor’s role is very important to the success of our program. If you are interested in being a sponsor or if you have
questions about the role of the sponsor please contact our R.C.I.A. co-directors, Carl and Fran McColman by emailing them
at RCIA@stmga.org. Also, you may contact Richard Joseph by calling 404-502-0770 or emailing Richard at
richardjohnjoseph@comcast.net. Finally, the R.C.I.A. team will be available in the St. Julie Room after the 9:30 AM Mass on July 1,
July 15 and July 29. We would love to meet anyone who has a willingness to sponsor.

SUMMER RCIA CLASSES

Would you like to become a Catholic? Or simply learn more about the Catholic faith? Come ot our RCIA Inquirer Classes July
1, July 8 and July 15 in the St. Julie Room from 10:45 to 11:45 AM.

