
SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
www.stmgaparish.org 

 
PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 pm (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

TUE & THURS 
5:30 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 

                   JULY 3, 2016 | 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

LIFETEEN CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP 

For the past 7 years, STM has been going to Catholic Heart Workcamp 
(CHWC) for middle and high school mission trips.  CHWC runs workcamps in 
46 different cities over 8 weeks in the summer.  Their motto is "Love, Serve, 
Connect" and they really instill that in all that they do. You can find out more 
information about them on their website www.heartworkcamp.com; but the 
reason we continue to do this trip is because of what it means to our teens:
(continued on page 7) 

http://www.heartworkcamp.com


At the weekday Masses this coming week, the 
people of St. Thomas More will remember the following 
persons along with all the living and dead.  We encour-
age parishioners to say the names of deceased loved 
ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited 
to do so by the presider.  
 
MONDAY, July 4, 2016 
10:00 AM George Lyle  † 
 
TUESDAY, July 5, 2016 
5:30 PM Lisa Murray † 
  
WEDNESDAY, July 6, 2016 
7:00 PM Dr. Tracy Maloney † 
  
THURSDAY, July 7, 2016 
5:30 PM Bernice L. Jones † 
  
FRIDAY, July 8, 2016 
5:30 PM Holy Souls † 
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Richard McNeece, father of Pam Mottram 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Karen Blackmon  
Cecelia Romano 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact  
Charlotte Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or 
have the express permission of the one to be  
remembered. 
  
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
  
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the  
narthex.  Parishioners will remember these each time 
we gather for Eucharist.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Carol Palmer, Financial Administrator 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Joe Messina, Director of Music  & Liturgy 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Shelly and Mr. Shon Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

KEEP IN MIND 

SUNDAY BULLETIN 
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to  
bulletin@stmga.org.  

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  
We invite you to join our parish.  We will be richer for your 
presence and participation.   
On-line registration is available at: www.stmga.org.  
For more information about membership and  
registration, Contact Marie Diebold at: 
mdiebold@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 

PARKING AT STM 
Plentiful off-street parking is available behind the church 
with access from W. Trinity Place.  Limited off-street  
parking is available in front of the church with access from 
W. Ponce de Leon Ave. 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mdiebold@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

When summer arrives and school 
is out, many St. Thomas More  
parents shift their thoughts from 
getting the kids to school on time 
to keeping kids entertained and 
active during the summer months. 
Many parents no doubt spend 
considerable time pondering 
where to go and what to do for the family vacation. 

All of us, whether parents or not, surely have  
memories of our own family vacations: Mom and 
Dad packing us and all our gear into the family  
station wagon (not an SUV, but a real station wagon; 
and not a Volvo or Honda or Toyota, but a Ford or 
Chevy); trekking to the beach or the mountains or 
Grandma’s for a week or two; stopping far too often 
along the way for bathroom breaks at gas stations 
(Dad steaming more than the car’s radiator);  
eating a real sit-down lunch at a roadside diner or, 
more likely, a picnic of tuna salad sandwiches and 
apples and lemonade under a tree in some farmer’s 
pasture; vying with siblings for the treasured spot 
on the front seat (bench-style, not individual seats) 
between Mom and Dad; playing endless games of “I 
Spy” and singing “100 Bottles of Beer on the Wall” or 
“Found a Peanut” at the top of our lungs. 

As I think about it now, getting to the beach or 
Grandma’s was half the fun – at least for me. I’m not 
so sure my Mom or Dad would say the same thing. 
In fact, I am realizing now that the family vacation 
was probably not much of a break for my parents. 
There was little about the vacation routine that was 
different for them. For my Mom, anyway, vacation 
with the kids meant more of the usual chores, just in 
a different location. In my childish self-centeredness, 
I took for granted that Mom and Dad were there to 
take care of me. 

Though they never let on, I doubt my parents came 
home from our family vacations renewed and  
refreshed. 

Things have changed in many respects, but moms 
and dads still spend themselves caring for their  
children; children still learn from their parents more 

than from anyone else how to love and relate to 
others; and family vacations continue to be a  
wonderful source of childhood memories. 

As we remember summers from long ago, we are 
grateful to God for our mothers and fathers,  
grandmas, and brothers and sisters. 

May all of you who travel this summer to be with 
family and friends be restored, and may you grow 
closer to one another as a result of your time  
together. May you experience God’s love welling up 
inside of you. And may you allow that love to spill 
out of your hearts and onto your families. 

Enjoy your vacations. Return home refreshed and 
ready to share that same love with your extended 
family here at St. Thomas More. 

 

 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Alex Brown at 912-713-2518 or Kirsten Wehner at  
404-579-0130, or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com  
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A CATHOLIC? 
If you are interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a 
Catholic, contact Fr. Pat Earl at: pearl@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  For more information on the process of becoming 
a Catholic, go to: www.stmga.org, and click on “Religious Education 
and Faith Formation.” 

ON THE DECK DOES ALPHA 
Tuesdays, June 14-Aug. 2; 7 p.m.; Chancery of the Archdiocese of 
Atlanta, 2401 Lake Park Drive, SE, Smyrna. On the Deck is a free 
program for college students ages 18 to 25 that includes a meal, 
talk, and praise and worship. Alpha is a chance to explore life and 
the Christian faith in a friendly, open and informal environment. 
Alpha explores several questions, including “Is there more to life 
than this?”; “Who is Jesus?”; and “How can I be filled with the Holy 
Spirit?” Alpha is being used in more than 70 countries to introduce 
people to the message of Jesus. Contact: Damellys Sacriste at  
404-920-7642 or alpha@archatl.com for information.  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Wed July 6 STM Basketball Camp  7:00 PM Gym 

Wed July 6 Lifeteen Music Practice   7:00 PM Church   

Wed July 6 Tattoos on the Heart  7:00 PM St. Julie Room 

Thu July 7 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Sat July 9 STM Basketball Camp  9:00 AM Gym 

Sun July 10 Lifeteen Music Practice   4:00 PM Church   

Wed July 13 Bridge   2:00 PM Parish Library  

Wed July 13 Lifeteen Music Practice   7:00 PM Church   

Wed July 13 Tattoos on the Heart  7:00 PM St. Julie Room 

Wed July 13 STM Basketball Camp  9:00 AM Gym 

Thu July 14 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Sat July 16 STM Basketball Camp  9:00 AM Gym 

Sun July 17 Lifeteen Music Practice   4:00 PM Church   

Wed July 20 Lifeteen Music Practice   7:00 PM Church   

Wed July 20 STM Basketball Camp  9:00 AM Gym 

Wed July 20 Book Club 7:00 PM Ann Dugan’s House 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home 
or in the hospital. The sacrament is not only for 
those close to death, but also for those who are 
seriously ill or infirm and in need of the  
community’s prayers and support. The anointing 
can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele  
McHale-Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons presenting a child 
for baptism may be required to participate in a 
short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST  

EUCHARIST, AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the  
Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation for the 
first time, or to be confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips 
at ephillips@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-
Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be  
married at St. Thomas More will be required to  
participate in a marriage preparation program.  
For more information on the sacraments at STM 
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

LITURGY NOTES 
“At any Sunday Mass, the penitential rite may be 
replaced by the blessing and sprinkling of  
water.  This rite is designed as a reminder of  
baptism, which is the very basis of our  
assembly.  Our identity as the Body of Christ  
enables us to offer the sacrifice of Christ, and our 
baptism is the basis of that identity.  While the use 
of this rite is especially appropriate during the 50 
days of Easter, it can be used anytime the  
community would benefit from reaffirming its  
identity as the baptized people of God.”   From 
Worshiping Well, by Lawrence E. Mick.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:pearl@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

     TEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  

  Steubenville Atlanta — July 8-10th — this is an awesome experience for all high schoolers!  There’s great praise & 
 worship, music, dynamic speakers and break-out sessions to help you grow in your faith. Last year they had 3500 
 teens from all over the country come to join in this!  Check it out here:  
 http://lifeteen.com/events/steubenville-atlanta/   Cost is $185.    

  Lifeteen Summer Camp —  July 11th-16th — Camp Hidden Lake, Dahlonega, GA 

 

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 
  EDGE Mission Trip —  July 17-22  
  STM in-house mission — SAVE the Date!  July 26th & 27th! Visit www.stmgaparish.org to sign up. 
 

  

PARISH FINANCES 

In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
Parish Offertory Goal $30,288.00  
Offertory June 18-19  $19,193.38   
Online    $  6,932.00     
Total    $26,125.38   
     
 
 

2016 MISSIONARY COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 
Each year Archbishop Gregory receives over 150  
requests for financial assistance from dioceses,  
missionary groups and religious orders from around the 
world. 
  
This year, the following have been chosen to participate 
in the 2016 Missionary Cooperative Program: 
  
Archdiocese of Capiz, Philippines 
Archdiocese of Verapoly, India 
Diocese of Hue, Vietnam 
Diocese of Montego Bay, West Indies 
Diocese of Keren, Eritrea 
Prelatura de Juli, Perú Missionary 
Fraternity of Mary 
Diocese of Machakos, Kenya 
Diocese of Kurnool, India 

Gifts of Remainders of Estates: 
When one passes away, there is usually an  
estate sale to sell assets that no one in the 
family wanted. Did you know you can leave all  
remaining assets to The Catholic Foundation 
of North Georgia for the benefit of the parish  
endowment fund? The Foundation will handle 
the estate sale and place the proceeds of the 
sale into the parish endowment fund. For  
information on how to include this idea in 
your will, please contact: Juliet Greco at The 
Catholic Foundation of North Georgia: 
jgreco@cfnga.org or 404-497-9440. 



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

MASS REMINDER 

Daily Mass on Monday, July 4th will be at 10:00 AM. 
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  

Our Sunday Nursery for ages 3 months - preschool is open 
every Sunday throughout the summer during our 9:30 AM 
and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes before each 
mass. Please have your child(ren) join us this summer. You 
can focus on mass while they have fun and play in a safe 
place! Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary 
Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  

 

MEN’S CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH 

Take a break away from the busy summer schedule and  
attend a CRHP weekend on July 23rd & 24th. Come spend 
some quality time with other men of the parish and draw 
closer to your faith. Registrations are in the narthex (bright 
orange so you can’t miss them) and also available on the 
STM web site under Adult Faith and then click on CRHP. If 
you would like to register or need more information  
contact Meril at merilmathew84@yahoo.com or  
408-623-6272 
 

CANCER SEWING MEETING  

Reminder that July 7th is the last Cancer Sewing meeting 
until November.  

 

COMING TO ST THOMAS MORE 

Jesuit Father Gregory J. Boyle, founder 
and executive director of Homeboy 
Industries in Los Angeles, will preside 
over the 5:30 PM mass on August 21st 
and will then speak and answer  
questions. For more information 
about Fr. Boyle, please visit  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I49XhAjCC_o   

 

THE S FACTOR JULY ACTIVITIES 
Wed   July 6  12 noon 3rd Annual Red, White & Blue Picnic 
Wed   July 20 12 noon Lunch at Sapori de Napoli 
Fri      July 29  7:00 PM  Movie Night - Double Feature  
"The Scarlet & The Black" & "Assisi Underground" 
Contact Cass Catroppa 404 377 6944 or 
ccassiecat@aol.com  
 

CATECHISTS NEEDED  

We are looking for catechists for our Religious Education 
program starting this fall. We specifically need lead  
teachers for the 3 yr. old and 4 yr. old classes, a  
kindergarten lead teacher and a few assistant  
teachers.  Please email ephillips@stmga.org if you are  
interested. 
   

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

A KINDERGARTEN CLASS MAKES THE LEAP TO COLLEGE 
In 2004 Michael Alexander photographed a group of kindergarten students from St. Thomas More School, Decatur,  
during the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Youth & Young Adult Celebration at the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception,  
Atlanta. Eight years later he photographed some of the same students for the very first Then And NOW piece, an  
occasional series in The Georgia Bulletin that features people whose photograph appeared in the newspaper nearly a  
decade before, along with current news about them. For the rest of the story, visit georgiabulletin.org/blog  

 

JEFFREY DURMER '17 OLYMPIC TRIALS BOUND 
Jeffrey Durmer, rising senior at SPX (STM class of 2013!), is bound for the Olympic Trials in Omaha next 
week. He swims for St. Pius as well as Dynamo Swim Club in Chamblee. Durmer made his trial's cut by  
winning the 400 IM (Individual Medley) at the Nashville Sectionals Swim Meet back in March with a time of 
4:30.93. He will compete in Omaha next week in this event; he will swim on Sunday, June 26th.  
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY WITH CATHOLIC CHARITIES ATLANTA 
The CCA office of Refugee Resettlement Services helps refugee families from all over the world to rebuild their lives here 
in the Atlanta area. Resettlement services include finding and furnishing a home for the new arrivals, enrolling children in 
school, helping adults find employment, and so much more. Within their first six months, most refugees have become 
completely self-sufficient. To help with this process, we are looking for new volunteers to become Family Friends. 
Family Friends are volunteers who provide friendly encouragement to a family of refugees as they become familiar with 
life in the U.S. They support newly-arrived refugees by helping them learn and adapt to American culture and become 
familiar with the local community. They will also help refugees with basic life skills such as managing household affairs, 
going through their mail, and practicing English and language skills, as well as other related activities according to need 
and interest. Family friends must commit to a minimum of 2 hours per week for 4 months and will meet with refugees 
based on their individual schedules. 
If you are interested, please contact Anne Sodipo at 404.920.7742 or asodipo@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org. 

mailto:merilmathew84@yahoo.com


DAILY IGNATIAN PRAYER 

For help with daily Ignatian-style prayer, go to: 
www.sacredspace.ie or  
http://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-
prayer.htm. 

PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTIONS 

Every month Pope Francis announces his monthly prayer 
intentions, and requests that we include his  
intentions in our personal prayers. Please consider  
remembering the following intention during the month of 
June:  “For human solidarity. That the aged,  
marginalized, and those who have no one may  
find–even within the huge cities of the world–opportunities 
for encounter and solidarity.” 

IGNATIUS HOUSE RETREATS 
Have you thought of attending a retreat. The Ignatius 
House is offering STM Parishioners a discount for any 2 or 
3 night retreat. From June 1st through August 31st you will 
receive $75.00 off of your retreat fee. The coupons are 
available on the table in the narthex. For more information 
go to www.ignatiushouse.org or call us at 404-255-0503. 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES 

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED   

We need parishioners to visit the sick and homebound 
and offer them Communion in their homes and in  
Decatur-area hospitals.  We will provide the necessary 
training and background checks.  For more information, 
email Richard White at: rwhite7072@mindspring.com.  

OPTION FOR THE POOR AND VULNERABLE 

A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members 
are faring. In a society marred by deepening divisions  
between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of 
the Last Judgment (Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put 
the needs of the poor and vulnerable first.  
For more information, please visit The United States  
Conference of Catholic Bishops: www.usccb.org 

 

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

LIFETEEN CHWC 

(continued from cover…) 
 

"I'm not exaggerating when I say that CHWC changed my 
life 7 years ago. I discovered my love for service and I know 
that I will spend the rest of my life in service to others.  
Every year I experience God's real presence, love and  
mercy at CHWC while spending time in service with other 
teens from across the country like me. CHWC is opening 
hearts and changing lives and I believe that every teen 
should be a part of this amazing organization."  
- Hannah Harvey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
"CHWC is an amazing week spent with my friends in Christ. 
It's a time where we get to go into a community and help 
do things for them that they could not get done on their 
own. We paint, build, garden, weed, clean and do it all in 
the hot weather and with smiles on our faces because we 
are serving others. 
We spend the week with teenagers and adults from 
churches all over the country. Together we share our faith 
with each other and with the families and people who we 
are helping in the community. I look forward to this trip all 
year!" - Sarah Marshall 

"Catholic Heart is one of the best weeks of my summer  
because of all of the friends I make and people I meet who 
are all giving up their own time to serve as the hands of 
Christ. It is a week of fun and work and I plan to go again!"  
- Peter Schumaker 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


