
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

9:00 AM, 11:30 AM,  
& 5:30 PM 
MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         July 5, 2020—14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

SUMMER BOOK STUDY  
 

It’s not too late to sign up  
for the next book study. 

 
Life of the Beloved 
July 7 - August 11 

Tuesdays, 7:30 PM 
 

   GET THE LATEST  
Find us on Facebook 

@StThomasMoreDecaturGa  
 

Follow us on Twitter 
@STMGAParish  

 

Get our weekly e-newsletter 
www.stmgaparish.org/enews  

STM ANTICIPATES DROP IN REVENUES/EXPENDITURES IN FY2021 
 

Fr. Mark has approved the FY2021 parish budget as recommended by 
the Finance Council.  The budget anticipates a 12% decline in parish  
total revenue through the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020.  Parish  
expenses have been reduced comparably to assure a balanced budget. 
 

The anticipated decline in parish revenue reflects our parish experience 
since the COVID-19 shutdown.  Before the lockdown, our revenue was 
running 6.4% above budget; now, with one month left in the fiscal year, 
our revenue is barely 1% over budget.  While on-line giving has 
increased over the last three months, other income, particularly the  
revenue we would normally get from in-pew collection, has fallen  
drastically, as one might expect when parishioners are not  putting 
weekly offerings in the basket at Sunday Mass.  The good news is that 
parish expenses have also dropped significantly. Continued on page 7. 

           See page 5 for details. 

http://www.stmgaparish.org/enews


At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

July 6 Margaret Watkins †  
July 7 Ellen Dixon †  
July 8 Bridget O’Leary †  
July 9 Tim Donehoo †  
July 10 Jef Murray †  
 
 

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Charlotte Collins, parish staff 
Christina Allen, parishioner  
 

Please pray for those who were recently Baptized: 
Maximilian Cameron Hill  
Ronan Nguyen-Foley  
 
 

If you would like to schedule an intercession, please contact 
the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift 
in return for praying for someone by name during the  
intercessions at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 New Parishioner Registration can be found here: www.stmgaparish.org/register   

 Join our weekly e-newsletter list to stay informed: www.stmgaparish.org/enews 

 Find us on Facebook @StThomasMoreDecaturGA 

 The Parish Office is closed. Please contact parish staff members by e-mail for  
assistance.  

 Sacramental Emergency, please call 678-337-8910.  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  

Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
(This piece was originally printed in 
the June 28, 2020 bulletin.) 
 
We continue to listen to our 
brothers and sisters of color in 
these difficult times when recent 
killings of several Black men and 
women have brought systemic 
racism and violence against  
Africa-Americans generally into 
brighter light. Part of that  
listening involved an evening prayer service in the 
church two weeks ago.  
 
The service was planned by staff members Sarah and 
Andy Otto and parishioners Tina Guyden and Mesrak 
Nadew. It involved readings from Scripture; several 
hymns from the African-American tradition; a reading 
from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s, 1963 letter to white 
clergy in Birmingham, Alabama; a reading from  
published remarks by Fr. Bryan Massingale, an African-
American Catholic priest who teaches at Fordham  
University; and testimonies by Mesrak and Kunle 
Oguneye.  
 
It was a powerful, moving ceremony that I hope will 
help us grow in love and respect for one another.  
 
Tina Guyden quoted Dr. King: “…(O)ver the past few 
years, I have been gravely disappointed with the white 
moderate. I have almost reached the regrettable  
conclusion that the Negro’s great stumbling block in 
his stride toward freedom is not the White Citizen’s 
Council or the Ku Klux Klan, but the white moderate 
who is more devoted to ‘order’ than to justice; who 
prefers a negative peace, which is the absence of  
tension, to a positive peace, which is the presence of 
justice; who constantly says ‘I agree with you in the 
goal you seek, but I cannot agree with your methods of 
direct action;’ who paternalistically believes he can set 
the timetable for another man’s freedom; who lives by 
a mythical concept of time and who advises the Negro 
to wait for a ‘more convenient season.’ Shallow  
understanding from people of good will is more  
frustrating than absolute misunderstanding from  
people of ill will. Lukewarm acceptance is much more 
bewildering than outright rejection.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tina continued by quoting Fr. Massingale: “There is no 
way to tell the truth about race in this country without 
white people becoming uncomfortable. The plain truth 
is that, if it were up to people of color, racism would 
have been resolved, over and done, a long time ago. 
The only reason for racism’s persistence is that white 
people continue to benefit from it.”  
 
Kunle, a recent immigrant to the US from Nigeria, 
spoke passionately of his daily fears for the well-
being—even the physical safety—of his two young 
black sons. He cried out, “I don’t ask you to like me; I 
only ask for justice.”  
 
The service ended with the prayer:  
 God, in your mercy  
 Show me my own complicity in injustice.  
 Convict me for my indifference.  
 Forgive me when I have remained silent.  
 Equip me with a zeal for righteousness.  
 Never let me grow accustomed or  
 acclimated to unrighteousness.  
 
My sincere thanks to those who organized and led the 
service. It was an overdue action for justice. I look  
forward to hearing the Social Justice Committee’s plans 
for programs in the coming year that will open our 
eyes to racism in our community and our hearts to 
reconciliation and healing.  
 
Fr. Mark  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 or visit  
stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: Baptism classes are  
suspended for now. Links to the registration form and the 
safety protocols are available under Baptisms on the  
website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream all Masses, weekend and 
weekday, through June 28 for parishioners who do not 
wish to or who are not able to return to Mass.   
Thereafter we will stream the Sunday 9:00 AM and the 
daily 12:15 PM Mass (Monday through Friday).  
www.stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 
 

 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS SOCIAL JUSTICE 

PRISH FINANCES 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY  

Are you an Amazon shopper?  Who isn’t these days?  Did you 
know that you can identify the Society of St. Vincent dePaul as 
your Amazon Smile charity?  Simply log in to your Amazon  
account, go to “Accounts & Lists”.  Under Your Account, there is 
an option called “Your AmazonSmile”.  Click on that option and 
you will be directed to Add or Change your chosen charity.  Be 
sure to scroll down to St. Vincent dePaul Society of Atlanta, 
GA.  See how easy it is to help your neighbors in need?  
 

JESUIT PARISH ADVOCACY DAY 

On June 23rd members from our Social Justice ministry  
participated in the national Jesuit Parish Advocacy Day.  This 
year's focus was to make U.S. Senators aware of the serious 
danger of the Covid-19 pandemic for people in detention.  We 
met virtually with a staff member from both Senator Perdue 
and Loeffler's offices.  We focused on Stewart Detention Center 
and talked about the challenges faced by people there.  We 
called for detained immigrants to be released to their families in 
the U.S., while at the same time ensuring that every  
incarcerated person has access to proper hygiene products and 
free calls to lawyers, family members, and friends until they are 
released.  The staff members appreciated our input and agreed 
to meet with us again next month.  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

COUPLES CELEBRATING THEIR 50TH AND 60TH ANNI-

VERSARY IN 2020  

The Archdiocese of Atlanta will honor couples married in 1970 
and 1960 with a golden/diamond Marriage Anniversary Mass 
on Saturday, October 3, at noon, at Saint Brigid Catholic 
Church. Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer, OFM Conv., will  
preside at the Mass. Due to precautionary measures related to 
COVID-19, jubilarian couples are asked to attend without  
additional guests. Family members and friends may watch the 
celebration via a livestream video instead. The archdiocese will 
provide updates if it becomes possible to bring additional 
guests, or if circumstances require additional changes. A  
reception, for the anniversary couples, will follow the Mass. 
Please go to http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass to RSVP for this 
event and for additional information.  

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


SCHOOLNEWS 

ADULT FAITH 

CENTERING PRAYER WEEKLY “ZOOM” MEETINGS 
Centering Prayer meets each week via Zoom. Email mccolman@anamchara.com to sign up.  
 

THURSDAY IGNATIAN GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION—NOW ON FACEBOOK LIVE 
Thursdays, 12:00 PM (Live on Facebook) 
The Thursday Gospel contemplations are moving to Facebook Live. Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming 
Sunday gospel reading. Every Thursday at 12pm, Andy Otto will lead you through a live guided prayer using the Ignatian 
tradition of contemplation, engaging your imagination. Tune in live this Thursday at 12:00 PM  
www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/. You can also access past recordings in the videos section of our Facebook 
page.  
 

SUMMER BOOK STUDY AT STM 
Participants should order the book in advance and the facilitator will be in touch prior to the first  
session about initial reading. Sign up at bit.ly/stmadult20 
 
Life of the Beloved 
July 7 - August 11, Tuesdays, 7:30 PM via Zoom 
How do we try to replace the love God is offering us? Initially written for a Jewish friend, Life of the  
Beloved has become Henri Nouwen’s greatest legacy to Christians around the world. This sincere  
testimony of the power and invitation of Christ is indeed a great guide to a truly uplifting spiritual life  
in today’s world.  
 

THE CONTEMPLATIO 
Each Wednesday, Ignatius House brings you scripture to pray and with a video 
commentary by  Jesuits and spiritual directors. Together, we’ll breathe life into 
God's Word, drawing from the Ignatian tradition of contemplative prayer, which is 
simply “a long, loving look at the real.” You’ll discover that “real” to be God breaking into our reality, gazing upon us with 
love. Scripture selections reflect timely themes or liturgical seasons with a prayer format that is distinctly Ignatian.  
Sign up here: bit.ly/thecontemplatio  
 

2-NIGHT RETREAT: LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY  
July 17 @ 6:00 PM - July 19 @ 12:00 PM, Directed by Sarah Otto, M.Div  
How do you stay spiritually connected in a socially distant world? Although our  
experience of church has been greatly impacted by this pandemic, we’ve also been 
given an invitation to meet God precisely where we are – in our home, in the  
solitude, in the questions and longings of our heart. As St. Ignatius reminds us, “the 
Creator deals directly with the creature.” On this retreat, reflect on the ways God 
invites you into your own inner chapel, the sacred space where you can encounter 
God, and discover new and creative ways of connecting with God and praying with 
your life. www.ignatiushouse.org 

 
 

“PEOPLE OF HOPE: FINDING JOY IN ALL THINGS” 
Facilitated by Andy Otto. Join in live, every third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM 
(EDT), on Facebook for interactive conversation about how to find joy in all things. 
Ask a question, find joy in others. Featuring host Andy Otto with the Jesuits and  
pastoral friends of Ignatius House. Or subscribe to the podcast on your favorite  
podcasting app. Tune in at facebook.com/IgnatiusHouse 

 

 

 

VIRTUAL RETREAT: PRAYING WITH THE SPANISH MYSTICS:  

DARK NIGHT AND INTERIOR CASTLE 

July 21-23 - Choose one date; 2:00 PM 
Offered by Carl McColman, STM parishioner and RCIA coordinator.  
This retreat includes reflections on the spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola, St. Teresa of Ávila, and St. 
John of the Cross. Learn more and register https://holycrossmonastery.com/events/spanish-mystics/ 

 
 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/videos/
http://bit.ly/thecontemplatio
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/2-night-retreat-lord-teach-us-to-pray/
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/people-of-hope/2020-06-18/


PARISH LIFE       YOUTH FORMATION 
MASS RESERVATIONS 
Visit our website to make a reservation for our weekend 
Masses. Reservations are available beginning every Monday. 
You do not need a reservation for our daily 12:15 PM Mass. 
 
By special dispensation from the Archbishop, no Catholic in 
this Archdiocese is obliged to attend Sunday Mass at least 
through August 2.  

 

S FACTOR UPDATE 
The S Factor prays the rosary monthly, via ZOOM, for the 
intention of an end to racism. The next rosary will be  
Monday, July 20th, at 2:30 PM.   

In addition, the S Factor meets  on the first Monday of each 
month at 2:30 PM.  Patricia Hamilton will give the reflection 
on July 6th.   

Since the S Factor cannot meet in person, they are utilizing 
technology to gather virally to offer prayer, praise and  
connect with each other.   

For more information contact Cass Catroppa, 
ccassiecat@aol.com. 
 
 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
Registration is open for STM Youth, Youth Religious  
Education, Youth Confirmation, As One Family (Adults and 
Children of all ages) and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. 

Please contact Stewart Voegtlin for more information: 
svoegtlin@stmga.org. Visit the parish website to register. 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
We have just 3 spaces remaining for Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd, a Montessori-based catechesis model that  
respects the dignity of the child. CGS believes there is an 
innate desire in the child for God, and that they simply need 
the right environment to discover that. Children in CGS en-
counter Jesus and the God of salvation history through bibli-
cal stories presented with materials in the atrium (the CGS 
term for the gathering space) and make natural connections 
with liturgy and sacraments, making Mass relevant and con-
nected to our story in Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd. 

This year our atrium can accommodate 3 or 4 year olds who 
are toilet-trained. If you have a child who will be three or 
four as of September and are interested in enrolling them in 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd or if you are interested  
in becoming a catechist or assistant, please contact Andy 
Otto at aotto@stmga.org. To learn more about CGS, watch  
this short video: https://youtu.be/ccshOGQOneA  

SCHOOL NEWS 
DEADLINE EXTENDED FOR APPLICATIONS FOR 2020-21 

SCHOOL YEAR (LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE) 
Parents of our students tell us they are drawn to 
our school for many reasons with one of the most 
important being that they want their children to be 
safe and loved. Our teachers and staff take time to foster 
and nurture relationships with every student.  Students re-
spect and love each other.  This year, STM received the No 
Place for Hate designation as we demonstrated that the 
entire school is working to create a welcoming community 
committed to stopping all forms of bias and bullying. At 
STM, you are part of a family.  Students, parents, and faculty 
alike form friendships that last a lifetime. One of our newly 
graduated eighth graders, shared this thought, “My favorite 
thing about STM is how I can easily be comfortable with  
everyone in the entire school. Other schools are not as close as 
we are, and I just think that it is very special. We, STM, really are 
a family.” 
 
Due to COVID-19, we are extending our deadline for  
accepting applications for the 2020-21 school year.  If your 
financial situation is a concern, please know we have tuition 
assistance available.   

We hope you will consider joining STM School in 
this our 70 t h year! If you are interested in joining our STM 
School family or need more information, please contact  
Eileen at Admissions@stmga.org.   

 

 

WELCOME GRANT AVAILABLE! 

Do you have a Catholic friend or neighbor that you’ve been 
encouraging to apply to STM? Now’s the time! 
 

A tuition grant is available for prospective Catholic students 
who apply to STM School now. Testing and application fees 
are waived. 
 

Families must apply through the Office of Catholic School’s 
Welcome Grant site at welcomegrantsatl.com.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news 

mailto:aotto@stmga.org
https://youtu.be/ccshOGQOneA
mailto:Admissions@stmga.org
https://archatl.com/schools/ocs-welcome-grants/
https://www.stmga.org/news/


PARISH FINANCES 

 

 

 

 

2021 BUDGET 

Continued from cover... 
The budget for the fiscal year that ends June 30 and the budget for the next fiscal year is shown below.  Note that  
revenue we anticipate from the on-line and in-pew offertory collections is down 10%.  We expect total revenue to be 
down 12% from this year's revenue.  We have adjusted expenses for the coming year accordingly, reducing budgeted 
expenses nearly $200,000 from this past year.  We have cut back virtually every parish ministry, and we have been  
unable to do some new things that we had wanted to do.  We continue to tithe for social justice, that is, to direct 10% of 
ordinary parish income to our social justice programs. 
 
We encourage parishioners to continue to support the parish financially.  We depend on your support to keep our staff 
on payroll and to be able to minister well to you and our brothers and sisters in need. 

 

DONATE TO STM  

 Sign up for online giving: www.stmgaparish.org/giving  

 Donate via PayPal: www.stmgaparish.org/giving 

 Mail your check to:  
STM Catholic Church 636 W Ponce de Leon Ave  
Decatur, GA 30030-2951  

 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

July 12—Mission Cooperative Program 
July 19—STM - St. Vincent de Paul   


