July 8, 2018—14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org

2018 ORDINATIONS

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES

SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

More than 200 Jesuits from the Maryland and USA Northeast Provinces
gathered in the Bronx to celebrate the ordination of six Jesuit priests.
Jesuit Fathers Brian Konzman, Keith Maczkiewicz, Patrick Nolan, Timothy
O'Brien, Henry Shea, and Eric Studt were ordained at the Fordham
University Church on June 9 by Cardinal Timothy Dolan.
For more photos and a video, visit www.jesuitseast.org.
For more information how to become a Jesuit, visit www.BeaJesuit.org.

STM R.C.I.A. IS IN NEED OF SPONSORS

Exciting things are happening in R.C.I.A. at St. Thomas More! The R.C.I.A. team
will be available in the St. Julie Room after the 9:30 AM Mass on July 8, July 15
and July 29. We would love to meet anyone who has a willingness to sponsor.
See page 6 of the bulletin for more information.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. Thomas More will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

Monday, July 9

Rose Farrell †

Tuesday, July 10

James Honekamp †

Wednesday, July 11

Frank A. Collins †

EDGE and LIFETEEN
youth@stmga.org

Thursday, July 12

Franz Six †

Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org

Friday, July 13

Santiago Uceda Castillo †

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

Pray for those who have died:
Joseph Fallago
Elizabeth Neary
Jewell Sweeney
Pray for those who are sick:
Pat Baumgartner
Ann Bryan
Todd Nixon
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

JOIN STM PARISH

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish
offices during normal business hours.

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist

pweaver@stmga.org

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
July 9 –13

Vacation Bible School—9:00 AM –12:00 PM

Wed., July 11

Bridge—2:00 PM—Parish Library

Thurs., July 12

Men’s Basketball—8:00 PM—Gym

Fri., July 13

S Factor Movie Double Feature—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Sat., July 14

Baptism Class—10:00 AM—Parish Library

Sun., July 15

RCIA—10:00 AM—St. Julie Room

FROM THE PASTOR
(A statement by the St. Thomas More Parish Council is printed
here in place of Fr. Mark’s usual column.)

women as their equals in every respect.

In recent months, reports of sexual harassment and
gender-based discrimination have been prominent in the
news media. Such behavior is hardly new, but the deluge
of reports and the number of prominent people implicated
in this behavior have fixed the nation’s attention on this
societal dysfunction. The narratives offered by victims
spawned the “Times Up” and “Me Too” movements. There
is a new and welcome consciousness of this issue.

We pray that the universal Church and our parish in
particular will continue to critically examine the role of
women in our Church and to recognize the talents of
faithful women and the contribution they have made and
continue to make to the Church’s mission.

We, the members of the Parish Council, affirm that the
faith community of St. Thomas More is committed to love
A STATEMENT OF THE ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH of everyone in our midst. If “Christ [be] in every eye that
sees me,” there is no other way. We reject all genderCOUNCIL
based discrimination and violence, and we invite our
brothers and sisters to recognize the dignity of every
In March and April, individuals who have experienced
person and to make love primary in human relationships.
sexual harassment or been victimized by gender-based
discrimination placed purple butterflies on a plain wooden
In addition, we are committed to forming and educating
cross in the narthex. In a very short time, the cross was
our children in the way of love and respect. Our
covered in butterflies. This was a powerful reminder not
community is no place for bullying, no place for
only that this problem is common and widespread, but
also that many of those who have suffered because of their discrimination, and no place for treating other people as a
means to self-gratification.
gender are members of our own parish community.

There is no exaggerating the extent of this problem. The
media has reported the stories of victimized women in
factories, business, sports, entertainment, and the
hospitality industry. Sexual abuse and harassment is
pervasive and the women we profess to love as spouses,
mothers, sisters, daughters, friends and co-workers are
deserving of our support.
In the Catholic mind, women loom large. Women figure
prominently in Scripture. The women of the Old
Testament include Sarah, Ruth, Hannah, and Esther. In the
New Testament, Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus establishes
that women were important from the beginning of
salvation history. In the accounts of Jesus’ resurrection, a
woman was the first to see the risen Jesus; it was a woman
who first proclaimed that he was alive. The Gospels
indicate that women were attracted to Jesus and followed
him, and that Jesus gave them special attention. In the Acts
of the Apostles, women play an important role in the early
Church. A close reading of Scripture reveals women as
more than supporting figures; they are central to our
understanding of Jesus as one who loved all human beings,
regardless of their gender.
It hardly needs repeating that men and women are created
equal in dignity and are equally loved by God. Harassment,
discrimination, and violence on the basis of one’s gender is
absolutely contrary to the Gospel. Jesus’ “greatest
commandment,” that we love one another as he loves,
must also guide our relationships with women. Sadly, not
all members of our Church have always followed this
teaching. Nevertheless, each of us is called to be Christ to
all others at all times. To the extent that we as a Church
have not been that in the past and are not now, we must
do better. Specifically, men are called to love and serve

Finally, we are grateful to the women who shared their
experiences of gender-based discrimination and abuse at
the April 10 listening session in Mulhern Hall. To others
who have had similar experiences, we say, “Welcome.
Come and drink of the water Jesus offered to the
Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well.”
The Parish Council of St. Thomas More Church

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

SOCIAL JUSTICE
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL THANKS STM PARISHIONERS

St. Vincent de Paul thanks STM parishioners who responded
generously to Betsy Walker’s promotion of the St. VdP monthly
collection a couple weeks ago. We received more than $7500
from the collection - about 50% more than usual. We will
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
periodically report to parishioners on the activities of St.
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to VdP. Thank you for your generosity.
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
RED CROSS NAMES STM A PREMIER PARTNER
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The Southern Region of the American Red Cross has named
The anointing can be given multiple times.
STM a Premier Partner for the 2017 calendar year. In doing so,
the Red Cross recognizes STM parishioners’ extraordinary
BAPTISM
participation in its blood drive, donating 85 units of blood over
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at
the course of the year.
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign SERVE HAITI THANKS STM PARISHIONERS
Mr. Victor Haydel, Chairman of the Board of ServeHAITI, Inc., an
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
organization that provides medical and other assistance to the
form are available under Baptisms on the website.
poor in Grand-Bois, Haiti, recently wrote to STM: "On behalf of
Serve HAITI and the people of Grand-Bois, thank you for your
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND congregation's donation of $5,184.43.... Your generosity is
making a direct impact on many deserving men, women, and
CONFIRMATION
children in the area. With your support, they now have 24-hour
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
access to medical care, clean drinking water from wells and
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
point-of-use filtration systems, improved education through
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.
teacher training, and several new local businesses as a result of
our entrepreneurship training program. Without doubt, none
MATRIMONY
of our success in improving so many lives would be possible
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
without your partnership..."
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
The money for this donation was the proceeds of the special
required to participate in a marriage preparation
collection taken up at all the Masses this past Ash Wednesday.
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
For more information about Serve HAITI, go to:
and Sacraments.”
www.servehaiti.org.
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life.

MEALS NEEDED AT HAGAR'S HOUSE EMERGENCY
SHELTER

There is an urgent request for volunteers to sign up to provide
the dinner meal at Hagar’s House Emergency Shelter
To prepare for meal service, you can call the Hagar's House
Hotline, and get a count of the number of persons residing in
the emergency shelter on any given evening. Hagar's House
Hotline: 404.377.5365 (select option 2)
Please visit the link below to make your commitment to serve
on any of the open meal service dates, as this will help reduce
duplicate sign ups.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4DAFAB28A3FD0-hagars
Contact Anne Carlton at Anne@decaturcooperativeministry.org
with questions.

CCA TUTORS/MENTORS NEEDED

Catholic Charities Atlanta needs volunteer mentors and tutors
for refugees. CCA launched a family literacy program, which
needs volunteers to serve as in-home tutors and mentors to
Catholic Charities’ clients. The time commitment is a weekly two
-hour visit for a minimum of four months. All clients live in the
Clarkston area. Contact: Chelsea Driver at
CDriver@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org or 678-222-3953 for
information.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—JULY 9-13
Register online www.stmgaparish.org
The theme is "Marvelous Mystery: The Mass Comes Alive!"
We are looking for a few more adult and teen volunteers.
Visit the parish website to volunteer.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
IGNATIAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM
St Thomas More is pleased to debut a new marriage preparation program called Fall In Love, Stay In Love. The title is
inspired by a prayer attributed to former Jesuit Superior General Pedro Arrupe SJ. Beginning in September, and offered
three times per year, this 4-week program will be available to any couple preparing for marriage. Drawing from the
wisdom of the Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius, the program will invite couples to consider their own relationship
together with the person of Jesus who is calling them to an ever deeper friendship and the mission to share God’s love
with the world. Through presentations by witness couples and in-class and at-home couple exercises, weekly evening
sessions will emphasize communication, intimacy, commitment, discernment, and values, as well as tools, rituals, and
practices that will aid couples in their marriage together. For more information and to register please contact Andy and
Sarah Otto at aotto@stmga.org.

PRAYING WITH THE SAINTS AND MYSTICS: NURTURING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

Thurs., July 19, 2018 - Sun., July 22, 2018 6 PM - 1:30 PM ; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center
Directed by Carl McColman
How can we experience God? How does silence nurture prayer? Can meditation and contemplation transform our
lives? These are the kinds of questions that the great saints and mystics of the past two thousand years address in their
visionary writings on prayer and the spiritual life. This retreat will celebrate some of the greatest spiritual teachers,
including Julian of Norwich, Teresa of Avila, John of the Cross, and (of course) Ignatius of Loyola. We'll balance our time
exploring their wisdom with the deep and restful silence of Ignatius House, to explore how their ancient wisdom can make
a difference in our lives today.
This is a silent retreat. Retreatants are expected to maintain a sacred silence throughout the retreat, including at meals,
unless otherwise noted. Visit ignatiushouse .org to register and get more information.

PARISH LIFE
JUST MERCY BOOK LOOKING FOR ITS OWNER

Some weeks ago, a parishioner loaned the book, Just Mercy, to Fr. Mark. He has finished reading it (he liked it!) and
wants to return the book, but he can't remember who loaned it to him. Call him (404-378-4588) or email him
(mhorak@stmga.org), if the book is yours.

MORE EATS

There will be no More Eats in July.

SUNDAY NURSERY

Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months through preschool. The Nursery is
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child
(ren) join us each week! You can focus on mass while they have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through
hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available; Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net.

RCIA NEWS
WE NEED SPONSORS

Exciting things are happening in R.C.I.A. at St. Thomas More. We anticipate welcoming a number of new inquirers in the
coming months and we would like to have an available pool of sponsors. Sponsorship is a rewarding experience and the
sponsor’s role is very important to the success of our program. If you are interested in being a sponsor or if you have
questions about the role of the sponsor please contact our R.C.I.A. co-directors, Carl and Fran McColman by emailing them
at RCIA@stmga.org. Also, you may contact Richard Joseph by calling 404-502-0770 or emailing Richard at
richardjohnjoseph@comcast.net. Finally, the R.C.I.A. team will be available in the St. Julie Room after the 9:30 AM Mass on July 8,
15, and 29. We would love to meet anyone who has a willingness to sponsor.

SUMMER RCIA CLASSES

Would you like to become a Catholic? Or simply learn more about the Catholic faith? Come to our RCIA Inquirer Classes
July 8, July 15 and July 29 in the St. Julie Room from 10:45 to 11:45 AM

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTION
July 15—STM St. Vincent de Paul

KEEP STM IN MIND DURING YOUR SUMMER TRAVELS
Have fun on your summer vacations! We know you’ll be out of town for a few Sundays this summer. But that doesn’t mean
you can’t participate through your regular tithes. You are more than welcome to either mail or bring your offertory by the
parish office. Or you can use an Online Giving account. You can contribute from wherever you are or you can even set up
payments in advance if you like! And when you give online, it helps us make our budget, even when attendance is low. Visit
our website at www.stmgaparish.org and click on the green icon for the Online Giving link. Any questions, contact Carol
Palmer at 404-378-4588 x145 or cpalme r@stmga.org.

SCHOOL NEWS
STM SCHOOL IS HIRING

St. Thomas More Catholic School, a Blue Ribbon School of Excellence, is seeking part time Teacher Assistants for the
2018-2019 school year. Qualified applicants should have experience and enjoy working with children. Send resume
to jraymond@stmga.org. No phone calls please.

STM SCHOOL OFFICE SUMMER HOURS
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Monday – Thursday

VOLLEYBALL COACHES

We are in need of two coaches. One for the 5/6th grade team and one for the 7/8th grade team. No experience
necessary! Contact Kristy Heller at krichhe lle r@gmail.com.

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)
UPCOMING EVENTS






July 16: YAM Leadership Meeting (all are welcome to attend). 7 PM
July 18: A Modern Nun: Living Religious Life in 2018 with Sister
Mary Priniski. Holy Happy Hour is sponsored by YAM.
July 28: Habitat for Humanity Build Day from 8:00 AM –4:00 PM.
Email kathrynwedwards@gmail.com to sign up.
August 26: Spaghetti Dinner—Join Fr. Mark for our third annual
Spaghetti Dinner! After the 5:30 PM Mass in Mulhern Hall. There is
no cost to attend.
Young Adult Fall Day Retreat—Our YAM fall retreat will be on
Saturday, September 22 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Ignatius
House Jesuit Retreat Center in Sandy Springs. The cost is just $10
per person and includes a light breakfast and lunch. To register
please contact Andy Otto: aotto@stmga.org. Space is limited.

COMMUNTIY NEWS
IGNATIUS HOUSE OPEN HOUSE

Wed., July 25; 4-7 PM; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700 Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. During the open house,
take a tour, meet and greet retreat staff, enjoy samplings prepared by the retreat center’s chef and enter a raffle for a
free retreat. Contact: call 404-255-0503 or visit www.ignatiushouse.org for details.

PLAY ST. PIUS JR. LIONS FLAG FOOTBALL

Mark your calendars now for another fun-filled "Sunday afternoons only" season coming this August! Coach Paul
Standard and the St. Pius X Junior Golden Lions organization are excited to offer a Flag Football program for the fall of
2018. The Jr. Lions program is a great venue for the child to learn the game of football in a safe and fun environment.
The program is for rising 1st through 6th graders and is intended to be a fun way to introduce players to football without
the pads and contact while giving the players experience in all the skill positions. We will utilize a fast paced, 5-against-5 or
6-against-6 format where all positions are eligible to handle the ball.
The registration deadline is July 30, 2018. To register, please complete your registration form online using www.spx.org/
JuniorLionsFlagFootball. Any other questions or comments can be addressed quickly by sending an e-mail to JrLionsFlagFootball@gmail.com.

MARRIED COUPLES

"My God is now my strength!" Let God be the strength of your marriage The next WWME Weekends are scheduled for
August 10-12 and September 28-30. You can get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling
678-242-WWME.

WITNESSES FOR JESUS CHRIST

Sat., August 18th at the Renaissance Atlanta Waverly Hotel & Convention Center
We invite all catechists (and those interested in teaching in the future) to this great opportunity to hear from national
speakers about teaching the Catholic faith to others. For more information and to register, visit atlcatechistconference.com.

ARCHBISHOP INVITES BENEFACTORS TO DEO GRATIAS MASS AND BRUNCH

Archbishop Gregory invites STM parishioners who have remembered the Archdiocese or parish in their wills or estate
plans to a special Deo Gratias Mass and brunch on Saturday, August 25. For more information, call Juliet Greco at the
Catholic Foundation at 404-497-9440, or email her at jgreco@cfnga.org.

TOWARD FULL COMMUNION: HOPES, ACHIEVEMENTS, OBSTACLES, AND CHALLENGES

Tues., Sept. 18, 2018 from 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM ; Glenn Memorial at Emory University
Join the Aquinas Center at Emory University for a lecture event featuring Cardinal Kurt Koch of the Vatican as he examines
interfaith and ecumenical efforts in our world today. Cardinal Koch serves as President of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity and President of the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews. His lecture will
elaborate on his Vatican positions, discuss his commitment to ecumenical dialogue, and provide insights from Pope
Francis on interfaith endeavors. Tickets are free. Registration required. Reserve your seats at aquinas.emory.edu.

