July 9, 2017/The Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

PARISH FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE FORMED
SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
Nursery Available after
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

Fr. Mark has formed a committee of
thirteen STM parishioners to work
closely with him, representatives of the
Archdiocese, and a planning
consultant (not yet selected) to assess
the current condition and useful life of
parish buildings and grounds, to determine how each of these
facilities is presently used, to project facility needs well into the future,
and to plan a phased program of improvements and expansion of parish
buildings and grounds.
Members of this planning committee are: Ann Dugan, Todd Hines (STM’s
Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds), Philip Lee (Parish Finance
Council), Bill Morrison (Parish Finance Council), Margie Crawford (Parish
Council), Steve Carney (Parish Council), Lynn Amoroso, Jim Paulino,
Cyndy Fordyce, Tony Costantino, Jerry Raymond (STM School principal),
Colleen O’Keeﬀe, and William Stelten.
Several years ago, STM parishioners participated in a capital campaign to
raise funds for the improvement of parish facilities. The capital campaign
was a success and the proceeds of the campaign were deposited in an
interest-bearing account pending their use. Msgr. Paul Fogarty, then
pastor at STM, postponed action on planning and undertaking these
improvements until after his retirement. Now, we are ready to proceed.
Next steps include hiring a planning consultant from among several
interested ﬁrms. The consultant that is chosen will be instructed not only
to work closely with the planning committee throughout the planning
process, but also to consult widely with all other interested parishioners
to assure that the ﬁnal improvements plan is responsive to parish needs.
We anticipate that that the consultant will present a completed facilities
plan for parish approval some time next spring, and that we can undertake the highest priority improvements as early as the late summer or
early fall of 2018.

SAVE A TREE, SAVE STM A BUNDLE
STM is charged the cost of sending a hard copy of the Georgia Bulletin to
parishioners. If you do not want to receive the printed copy of the paper,
you can read the entire bulletin online at www.georgiabulletin.org.
Contact Marie Diebold, the parish secretary (mdiebold@stmga.org, or
404-378-4588), and she will ensure you no longer receive the printed
copy. You’ll save a tree, and you’ll save STM the cost of the subscription.
However, if you do not receive the paper and would like a copy delivered
to your home, we will be happy to pay for your subscription. Let Marie
know and we will see that you get the paper.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to
say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.
MONDAY, July 10 Mary Utecht Ales †
TUESDAY, July 11 Johannes Darmawan †
WEDNESDAY, July 12 John Blay †

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

THURSDAY, July 13 William Orloski †

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

FRIDAY, July 14 Lavrentiy Beria †

Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org

Pray for those who are sick:

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds

David Crawford
Marjorie Pina
Lucy Harris

Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org

Pray for those who have died:
C. Michael Pitts
Dr. Douglas Robertson
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order
to add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to
be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter and
bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in the
Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex.
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon July 1010-14
Tues July 11
Thurs July 13
Fri July 14

Vacation Bible School
9:00AM—
9:00AM—12:00 Noon
Social Justice Meeting
7:00 PM Parish Library
Men’s Basketball
8:00 PM Gym
S Factor Movie Night
7:00 PM St. Julie Room

Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Staﬀord, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

Emails for STM Business Only

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as possible, by participating in our parish programs and ministries,
by doing service in your neighborhood, and by ﬁnancially
supporting the parish as much as your means allow. By
registering, you also enable us to be of greater service to
you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Oﬀertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish oﬃces during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
This is a reprint of a “From the Pastor” that appeared in
the parish bulletin last summer
at this time.
From the Pastor…
When summer arrives and
school is out, many St. Thomas
More parents shift their
thoughts from getting the kids
to school on time to keeping
kids entertained and active
during the summer months.
Many parents no doubt spend considerable time
pondering where to go and what to do for the family
vacation.

others; and family vacations continue to be a
wonderful source of childhood memories.
As we remember summers from long ago, we are
grateful to God for our mothers and fathers,
grandmas, and brothers and sisters.
May all of you who travel this summer to be with
family and friends be restored, and may you grow
closer to one another as a result of your time together. May you experience God’s love welling up inside of
you. And may you allow that love to spill out of your
hearts and onto your families.
Enjoy your vacations. Return home refreshed and
ready to share that same love with your extended
family here at St. Thomas More.

All of us, whether parents or not, surely have
memories of our own family vacations: Mom and Dad Fr. Mark
packing us and all our gear into the family station
wagon (not an SUV, but a real station wagon; and not
a Volvo or Honda or Toyota, but a Ford or Chevy);
trekking to the beach or the mountains or Grandma’s
for a week or two; stopping far too often along the
way for bathroom breaks at gas stations (Dad
steaming more than the car’s radiator); eating a real
sit-down lunch at a roadside diner or, more likely, a
picnic of tuna salad sandwiches and apples and
lemonade under a tree in some farmer’s pasture;
vying with siblings for the treasured spot on the front
seat (bench-style, not individual seats) between Mom
and Dad; playing endless games of “I Spy” and singing
“100 Bottles of Beer on the Wall” of “Found a Peanut”
at the top of our lungs.
As I think about it now, getting to the beach or
Grandma’s was half the fun, though I am not so sure
my Mom or Dad would say the same thing. In fact, I
am realizing now that the family vacation was
probably not much of a break for my parents. There
was little in the vacation routine that oﬀered a relief
from the usual child-rearing tasks. For my Mom,
anyway, vacation with the kids meant more of the
usual chores, just in a diﬀerent location. In my
childish self-centeredness, I took for granted that
Mom and Dad were there to take care of me.
Though they never let on, I doubt my parents came
home from our family vacations renewed and refreshed.
Things have changed in many respects, but moms
and dads still spend themselves caring for their
children; children still learn from their parents more
than from anyone else how to love and relate to

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up for
classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are
available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more information on the sacraments at STM
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and
Sacraments.”

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
RCIA NOTES
For those wishing more information on the RCIA process,
those returning to the practice of the Catholic faith, those
currently in another Christian denomination and thinking
about coming into the Catholic Church and those not currently active in any faith tradition ( Christian or not), these
informal information sessions are for you!
Do you feel called to journey along with those who have
expressed a desire to join the Catholic Church? Please
consider a role as a RCIA sponsor. Come to a meeting and
learn more.
RCIA information sessions:
Sunday July 23rd 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday August 27th 10:30-11:45 AM
All sessions will meet in the St. Julie room in the parish
oﬃces.

IT’S RCIA CLASS REUNION TIME!
If you’ve been through the RCIA process or acted as a
Sponsor (or both!) in the past, come join us to celebrate
and discuss where you are now, how we can continue to
walk with you and ideas you may have about the process.
Sunday August 13th 3 PM-5 PM
We’ll meet in the St. Julie Room & STM parish library.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

LITURGY NOTES—
I tend to be a workaholic, and I know a few others in
ministry who are too. I know I shouldn’t skip that meal or
stay up late to work or volunteer so quickly to meet with
someone on my day oﬀ. But if you’re doing ministry, isn’t
that what you’re called to do? Give of yourself without
counting the cost?
If I’m honest, the reason I work so much is because I want
to be in control. Yet if we are to accept Jesus’ invitation
today to come to him and rest, we must learn how to let go.
Karl Rahner, S.J., reminded us that every day when we sleep,
we have the chance to practice this act of discipleship.
[W]hen sleeping, [people] surrender, let go,
entrust themselves to the powers of their existence
that they themselves did not create and cannot
oversee…It is the act of innocence and of
consenting to the elusive. If one approached sleep
like that…then falling asleep could be seen as
relating to the inner structure of prayer, which is
equally a letting-go, an entrusting of one’s own
inner conviction to the providence of God which
one lovingly accepts. (The Mystical Way in Everyday
Life, ed. Annemarie S. Kidder
[New York: Orbis Books, 2010])
Trust God, and get some rest. You’ll be a better disciple.
Diana Macalintal — GIA Quarterly

JULY SERVICE
Global Growers serves the
refugee and immigrant
communities via sustainable
farming. If you've ever been to
the Decatur Farmer's
Market on Wednesday or
Saturday, you have seen them!
For more info, email
stthommoreyam@gmail.com.

We're in the midst of planning
an awesome hiking trip this
August at Panther Creek
Falls. Friends, partners, and
kids are all welcome to
attend! We'll be sending out
more info about date, time,
and logistics but in the
meantime, email Chad with
questions at
cgpeltier@gmail.com.

YOUTH AND TEEN MINISTRY
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org

EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Youth Mass Lector and Usher Workshop for the 2017-2018 School Year
August 6th 6:30 PM We Need You!! Sign up at http://www.signupge nius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-youth16
•

EDGE (& LIFETEEN) registration will be open July 1st. If you have been a member of EDGE, we need you re-register
every year. If you are NEW to EDGE(& LIFETEEN), go to the parish website stmgaparish.org, click on Faith Formation,
then either EDGE OR LIFETEEN to register. Please note: Registration is not considered complete until the fees are
paid on-line. We can no longer accept any cash or check payments for registration as of July 1st, 2017

•

EDGE in-house mission July 26th &27th open to all 6th-8th graders ( parish & school) This is a great way to get ahead on
those needed service hours for school! Please note: We need cleared adults in order to make this happen!
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-2annual1

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
SECOND COLLECTION
The second collection on July 15-16 is for the STM Chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
Our local STM chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Society needs volunteers to serve as client advocates Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9am till 1pm. Once trained, volunteers will assist with doing client intake and other on-site client
assistance.
St. Vincent de Paul is STM’s primary outreach to the poor and homeless in the Decatur area. If you are interested, please
contact Nichole Harris at NHarris@svdpgeorgia.org or 678-892-6185 ext. 121.

MANY OF YOU HAVE HAD A CHANCE TO MEET THE MARTOUNGOUS FAMILY AT MASS
A FEW WEEKS AGO!
STM volunteers have been providing ESL tutoring sessions to the family several evenings a week, with occasional nutrition
and household management support. Looking to get involved?
Volunteer opportunities—
opportunities—Providing support for healthcare appointments. The family has several healthcare appointments
coming up on July 17th and September 8th.
Volunteers will need VIRTUS, background check, and driver check, and would need to have a ﬂexible schedule on the day
of one or more appointments. If you're interested, please email Bryn Murphy or Jen Dalmy
(brynelisemurphy@gmail.com, jengossett@gmail.com) with which days you're available and how many seats in your car you'll
have available!
Donation requests—
requests—Technology for ESL. Both Jean and Kaltouma spend hours every day commuting via carpool. We
would love to provide them with an iPad, iPhone, or something similar loaded with ESL apps to use during that time. If you
have an item in good condition that you'd be willing to donate, please email bryne lise murphy@gmail.com
or jengossett@gmail.com. Thank you!

THANKS TO STM PARISHIONERS
Sr. Mary Damien, OP, Director of the Our Lady of Perpetual Help Home on Pollard Boulevard in Atlanta, thanked STM
parishioners for their recent $1,600 contribution to support the Home’s care of low income terminally ill cancer patients.
Sr. Mary Damien wrote: “We appreciate your generosity in helping us to extend our care to those in need and to provide a
home where they will ﬁnd peace and comfort in their ﬁnal days…. Be assured of our prayers for you and those you love….”

GIVE A RIDE, GET A RIDE
I CARE, Inc. matches volunteer drivers with senior citizens (including seniors with disabilities) who, for ﬁnancial and medical
reasons, have no other means of transportation to medical appointments. Volunteer drivers use their own vehicles to
provide FREE door-to-door transportation on weekdays, between 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM (may be somewhat ﬂexible with
the time).
I CARE, Inc. has provided this important service to senior citizens since 1998. If you are a senior in need of a ride OR are
interested in volunteer driving, please contact Shannon Streiter, at 404-377-2273 coordinator@icare se niors.org or Tom
Simon, Director, at 770-378-8999 or dire ctor@icare se niors.org. For more information, visit www.icareseniors.org. You may
also contact Ginny Lester at 404-512-7394 who can provide information re this ministry.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
NEW HOURS

VBS REQUEST

The Parish Oﬃce will be closed between 12:00 and
12:30 PM for lunch.
For the summer, the oﬃce will be closed on Sundays. We
will reopen Sunday, August 6th.

Do you have any building toys you are willing to donate for
use during VBS? We are seeking building toys suitable for
ages Kindergarten – 5th grade (think legos, duplos, puzzles,
k’nex, etc.). Items can be dropped at the church oﬃce
until Friday, July 7th. Contact Elaine Phillips
ephillips@stmga.org if you have any questions.

SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, twelve months a year,
year our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool (including 3 yr. olds no
longer enrolled in Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open
15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child(ren)
join us each week. You can focus on mass while they have
fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available. Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

MONTHLY SOCIAL TOUCH RUGBY GAME
Every 3rd Thursday of the month at 7 PM at St. Thomas
More School playing ﬁeld. Drinks afterwards at the Marlay
down the road. All levels of ﬁtness and teens to seniors
welcome.
No prior experience playing Touch Rugby is needed!
Guaranteed fun! For more info contact JP & Lucy
O'Donoghue (jpandlucy@gmail.com).

THE S FACTOR JULY ACTIVITIES
July 14 Friday
July 19 Wed
July 21 Fri

Movie Night "Lion" 7 PM
Lunch at Louisiana Bistreaux 11:30 AM
DeKalb Symphony Pops Concert 8 PM

S FACTOR SERVICE PROJECT
PICTORIAL DIRECTORIES
If you had your picture taken, the pictorial directories are
in. Stop by the parish oﬃce to pick yours up.

The S Factor is collecting "new" winter coats for Homeless
Veterans.
Anyone wishing to donate a new coat may contact Cass at
404-377-6944 or ccassiecat@aol.com. This service project
is in conjunction with the VA Hospital.

PARISH FINANCE
SUMMER VACATION
If you are traveling this summer, have fun, be safe and check out the local parish. Send me an email about what you liked
or didn’t like. I really appreciate your input! I encourage you to be generous to the churches you attend while traveling.
Summer is tough for churches, with so many members taking much needed vacations.
There is a substantial downturn in giving. So, if you have not already done so, please consider signing up at
www.stmgaparish.com for recurring giving. It’s fast, it’s simple, and it really helps us spreading the Gospel and during the
summer months.

SCHOOL NEWS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Sun. August 6, 3:30-5:30 PM New STM School Family and Kindergarten Pizza and Ice Cream Social in Mulhern Hall.

SCHOOL AND LIBRARY SUMMER HOURS:
STM School oﬃce hours during the summer months are 9:00 AM -1:00 PM Monday through Thursday.
This summer the library will be open 9 AMAM-2 PM on the following days: Wed. July 19 and Wed. July 26
The DeKalb County library does have our reading list so you can also get your required summer reading from there.

SUMMER USED UNIFORM SALES:
Wed July 12 9-1 PM and Wed Aug 2 9-1 PM
Sun Aug 6 3:30-5:30 PM (Wed Aug 9 school starts) and Fri Aug 11 8 AM -3 PM
Sales take place in the front entrance area of the gym.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9TH—FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL (NOON DISMISSAL)

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT YOUR CATHOLIC FAITH?
CHECK OUT THE 11TH ANNUAL CATECHIST CONFERENCE
“LIVING AS MISSIONARY DISCIPLES”
Saturday, August 5th 8:00 AM—4:30 PM at Marist High School, 3790 Ashford Dunwoody Rd.
Sponsored by the N Metro, NW and NE Metro & Central Deaneries of Atlanta. Registration now
open at https://cate chistconfe re nce .wordpre ss.com/

PLAY ST. PIUS JR. LIONS FLAG FOOTBALL
Mark your calendars now for another fun-ﬁlled "Sunday afternoons only" season coming this August! The 2017 Jr. Lions
Flag Football League is open to children from 1st through 6th grades and is normally divided into 3 divisions based on
grade levels. This year's season will kick oﬀ on Aug 20th and run through Oct. 22d.
For more information and to register, please visit www.spx.org/ JuniorLionsFlagFootball (please note we have a new
website). Any other questions or comments can be addressed quickly by sending an e-mail to JrLionsFlagFootball@gmail.com. THIS YEAR REGISTRATION and PAYMENT WILL BE CONDUCTED ONLINE!!!!!

YOUNG PEOPLE, THE FAITH, AND VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT
To better understand the lives, attitudes and concerns of young people ages 16-29, the Vatican has released an online
questionnaire in preparation for the 2018 Synod of Bishops on “Young People, the Faith, and Vocational Discernment.”
Young people from around world are encouraged to take part in this unprecedented opportunity. The questionnaire—
available in English, Spanish, French and Italian— is open to any young person, regardless of faith or religious belief,
and can be found on the synod’s oﬃcial site: youth.synod2018.va/conte nt/synod2018/it.html.

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
Children's Liturgy of the Word needs volunteers on Sunday mornings during the 9:30 AM Mass. Volunteers will be
divided into rotating teams-- this is a three week on, 6 week oﬀ time commitment, September-May. All volunteers must
complete background check and VIRTUS training. For more information, please email Jen Dalmy, je ngosse tt@gmail.com

MEN’S PRAYER/SUPPORT GROUP FORMING
STM adult men who are interested in being part of a small Prayer/support group (6-10 persons) that is presently
forming should email Fr. Mark at: mhorak@stmga.org. At an initial organizational meeting at the church, the participants
will themselves determine how frequently the group will meet, where the group will meet, when the group will meet, and
other logistics.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in the STM chapel Monday through Saturday from 9:00 AM
till 5:30 PM.

POPE FRANCIS’ JULY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Lapsed Christians—That
our brothers and sisters who have strayed from the faith, through our prayer and witness to
Christians
the Gospel, may rediscover the merciful closeness of the Lord and the beauty of the Christian life.

SUMMER – A TIME TO REST AND RETREAT WITH GOD, THE ONE WHO
LOVES YOU MOST.
Come away to Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center for a weekend retreat. Encounter
God and Experience Comfort, Integrity, Peace and Stillness. Summer 2017 Weekend
Retreats include:

“The Path of Centering Prayer” Led by Rusty Weitzel & Roberta White
July 21-23
“A God with Skin” with Retreat Director Andy Otto August 4-6
“My Soul Magniﬁes the Lord ~ A Retreat about Mary” with Fr. Peter E. Fink, SJ
August 10-13
“At the Edge of Waiting: A Contemplative Retreat” Director Carl McColman
August 18-20
Register by Website www.ignatiushouse.org

