
SAINT THOMAS MORE 
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636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
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PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 pm (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

TUE & THURS 
5:30 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 

                   JULY 10, 2016 | 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

CATHLETICS—TRAINING TO BE CHAMPIONS FOR CHRIST!   

That was the theme of this year’s Vacation Bible School and it was a huge hit!  
The kids learned how they can “train” to follow Christ just like an athlete trains 
for whatever event they are competing in. Each day had a different  
sports-related theme that was tied back to the Bible. The campers saw a fun 
virtue demonstration each day and learned about things like the 10  
Commandments, The Beatitudes and the Fruits of the Holy Spirit.  The week 
ended with mass in the church and the parents were invited to attend. It was a 
great faith-filled week!  



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the 
people of St. Thomas More will remember the following 
persons along with all the living and dead.  We encour-
age parishioners to say the names of deceased loved 
ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited 
to do so by the presider.  
 
MONDAY, July 11, 2016 
5:30 PM Holy Souls † 
 
TUESDAY, July 12, 2016 
5:30 PM Living and deceased members 
of the Sebastian Family 
  
WEDNESDAY, July 13, 2016 
7:00 PM Richard McNeese † 
  
THURSDAY, July 14, 2016 
5:30 PM Intentions of the Berry family 
  
FRIDAY, July 15, 2016 
5:30 PM Herman Diebold † 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Bob Eddleman, Marie Diebold’s brother 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact  
Charlotte Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or 
have the express permission of the one to be  
remembered. 
  
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
  
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the  
narthex.  Parishioners will remember these each time 
we gather for Eucharist.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Carol Palmer, Financial Administrator 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Joe Messina, Director of Music  & Liturgy 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Shelly and Mr. Shon Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

KEEP IN MIND 

SUNDAY BULLETIN 
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to  
bulletin@stmga.org.  

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  
We invite you to join our parish.  We will be richer for your 
presence and participation.   
On-line registration is available at: www.stmga.org.  
For more information about membership and  
registration, Contact Marie Diebold at: 
mdiebold@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 

PARKING AT STM 
Plentiful off-street parking is available behind the church 
with access from W. Trinity Place.  Limited off-street  
parking is available in front of the church with access from 
W. Ponce de Leon Ave. 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mdiebold@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

In the last couple weeks, I have heard 
several parishioners express concerns 
about persons aggressively asking 
them for money, rides, and other  
support on church property. This 
sometimes happens in front of the 
church, but parishioners have also at 
times been solicited inside the church 
building in both the narthex and the 
chapel. Sometimes parishioners are approached during 
daylight hours, but parishioners have also been solicited 
late at night when the church has been locked and few, if 
any, other people are around. 

These are reasonable concerns, and they do not spring 
from a mean spirit. Rather, these concerns raise  
legitimate questions of how to assure the safety of our 
parishioners while at the same time giving due care to 
those persons who may be in great material need.  
However, how you respond to another’s request for help 
may well implicate larger parish interests. For instance, 
your decision is no longer a private matter between you 
and the person in need if your action encourages that 
one and other persons to return to church property  
another time to seek similar help from other  
parishioners, or worse, provokes and thereby endangers 
yourself or other parishioners. 

I am told that many of these persons frequently seen on 
our property are well known to parish staff, and many 
have been coming to STM for help for years. Some have 
received considerable financial and other assistance in 
the past from parish staff. 

I am also told that the parish used to routinely distribute 
cash and vouchers for groceries to needy persons who 
came to the parish offices. However, some time ago, the 
parish stopped giving cash and grocery vouchers except 
in unusual and compelling circumstances because the 
numbers of persons coming to the parish offices for  
assistance increased dramatically when it became known 
in the community that STM was generous with cash and 
vouchers, and because the staff learned that in some 
cases persons were selling vouchers on the street for 
cash. Now, parish staff typically refers needy persons at 
the door to local emergency assistance centers, including 
the Decatur-area Emergency Assistance Ministry (DEAM) 
and our own St. Vincent de Paul chapter. Employees and 
volunteers at these local centers often know these  
individuals personally. They are much more skilled than 
we at screening those who ask for emergency help and 

seeing that they get assistance that promises to be  
effective in addressing their needs. These professionals 
strongly discourage us from giving cash directly to  
individuals. Mindful of this, STM gladly makes financial 
gifts to these local centers each year in amounts in  
excess of $60,000. We ask them to care for the poor of 
the community in our name. 

So, I ask parishioners to carefully consider how you will 
respond to a needy person who is on STM’s property and 
who asks you for money or other material help. I suggest 
that except in the most unusual case, giving money is not 
a good idea. Giving cash will surely attract other persons 
to STM who will expect the same response. I suggest that 
a better response might be to offer to purchase a meal 
for the individual at a local restaurant or to prepare a 
sack lunch for the individual. (Fr. Pat and I have both  
prepared a sack lunch for persons who have come to the 
door of the rectory.) Alternatively, you might refer the 
person to DEAM at the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church at 
515 E. Ponce de Leon Avenue (they are open from  
9:00 AM to 11:30 AM Monday through Friday), or have 
them call our St. Vincent de Paul office at 678-892-6163. 

In dealing with someone who asks you for money on 
STM’s property, be prudent; don’t put yourself or others 
in danger. If asked to give someone a ride in our  
automobile, most of us should politely decline. And  
never, ever open locked church doors for a stranger after 
dark. 

Whatever your response, I encourage you to look the 
ones who approach you in the eye and engage them in 
brief conversation; listen to them, and express concern 
for their situation; wish them well and assure them of 
your prayers and desire for their well-being. Always treat 
them with respect, recognizing their dignity. Let them 
experience the love of Jesus offered to them in and 
through you. 

In the months to come as we review what we as a parish 
are doing to care for the poor and other disadvantaged 
persons in our neighborhood, I hope to have a further 
conversation with parishioners about what else we might 
do as a parish on their behalf. 

Fr. Mark 

 

 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Alex Brown at 912-713-2518 or Kirsten Wehner at  
404-579-0130, or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com  
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A CATHOLIC? 
If you are interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a 
Catholic, contact Fr. Pat Earl at: pearl@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  For more information on the process of becoming 
a Catholic, go to: www.stmga.org, and click on “Religious Education 
and Faith Formation.” 

RCIA PROGRAM AT STM 
Carl and Fran McColman, parishioners at STM, have agreed to 
serve as co-directors of our RCIA program for the coming 
year.  RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is the Church’s 
program to initiate persons who are not Catholic into the Catholic 
community.  The program involves instruction, community service, 
and private and common prayer.  For those persons who have not 
yet been baptized, the program culminates with their baptism  
during the Easter Vigil service.  Carl and Fran themselves became 
Catholics through participation in the RCIA program, so they are 
very well-situated to serve as co-directors of our program. 
 
Fran is an educator with the Dekalb County school system, and 
Carl teaches and writes about prayer and spirituality. He is  
associated with the monastery in Conyers and has assisted with 
programs at the Ignatius House retreat center which the Jesuits 
sponsor. 
 
We encourage parishioners who may be interested in  
accompanying participants in our RCIA program on their faith  
journey to contact Carl or Fran at the parish offices, or Michele 
McHale-Pickard, our Director of Religious Education and Faith  
Formation, or Fr. Pat Earl,  who serves as the Jesuit advisor to our 
parish adult education programs. RCIA works best when  
parishioners take an active part in welcoming persons to the  
Catholic  community.  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 

Wed July 13 Bridge   2:00 PM Parish Library  

Wed July 13 Lifeteen Music Practice   7:00 PM Church   

Wed July 13 Tattoos on the Heart  7:00 PM St. Julie Room 

Wed July 13 STM Basketball Camp  9:00 AM Gym 

Thu July 14 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Sat July 16 STM Basketball Camp  9:00 AM Gym 

Sun July 17 Lifeteen Music Practice   4:00 PM Church   

Wed July 20 Lifeteen Music Practice   7:00 PM Church   

Wed July 20 STM Basketball Camp  9:00 AM Gym 

Wed July 20 Book Club 7:00 PM Ann Dugan’s House 

Wed July 20  S Factor Lunch 12:00 PM  Sapori de Napoli 

Thu July 21 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home 
or in the hospital. The sacrament is not only for 
those close to death, but also for those who are 
seriously ill or infirm and in need of the  
community’s prayers and support. The anointing 
can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele  
McHale-Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons presenting a child 
for baptism may be required to participate in a 
short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST  

EUCHARIST, AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the  
Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation for the 
first time, or to be confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips 
at ephillips@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-
Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be  
married at St. Thomas More will be required to  
participate in a marriage preparation program.  
For more information on the sacraments at STM 
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

LITURGY NOTES 
“At any Sunday Mass, the penitential rite may be 
replaced by the blessing and sprinkling of  
water.  This rite is designed as a reminder of  
baptism, which is the very basis of our  
assembly.  Our identity as the Body of Christ  
enables us to offer the sacrifice of Christ, and our 
baptism is the basis of that identity.  While the use 
of this rite is especially appropriate during the 50 
days of Easter, it can be used anytime the  
community would benefit from reaffirming its  
identity as the baptized people of God.”   From 
Worshiping Well, by Lawrence E. Mick.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:pearl@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

     TEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)    

  Lifeteen Summer Camp —  July 11th-16th — Camp Hidden Lake, Dahlonega, GA 

 

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 
  EDGE Mission Trip —  July 17-22  
  STM in-house mission — SAVE the Date!  July 26th & 27th! Visit www.stmgaparish.org to sign up. 
 

  

PARISH FINANCES 

In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
Parish Offertory Goal $30,288.00  
June 25 – 26 Offertory $19,060.97   
Online    $  8,628.00    
Total    $27,688.97   
 
July 16-17 is the St. Vincent DePaul special  
collection.   
Bring your special envelope, a check made out to SVDP, 
or you can make your contribution through your bank bill
-pay feature.  Your generous support helps needy  
families right here in Decatur through tough times.  

 
Deo Gratias! (Thanks be to God!)  
We are grateful to all of our parishioners who 
have remembered this parish in their wills or 
estate plans. Did you know that those who 
have made a planned gift for our parish  
receive membership in the Deo Gratias  
Society of The Catholic Foundation of North 
Georgia? Among other benefits, this  
membership includes an invitation to the 
annual Deo Gratias Society mass and  
luncheon with Archbishop Gregory in August. If you have 
already included our parish in your will or estate plans, but 
have not informed the parish office, please let us know so 
we can coordinate your invitation to the August event – or 
call The Catholic Foundation directly at 404-497-9440. 



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

SUNDAY NURSERY  

Our Sunday Nursery for ages 3 months - preschool is open 
every Sunday throughout the summer during our 9:30 AM 
and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes before each 
mass. Please have your child(ren) join us this summer. You 
can focus on mass while they have fun and play in a safe 
place! Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary 
Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  
 

MEN’S CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH 

Take a break away from the busy summer schedule and  
attend a CRHP weekend on July 23rd & 24th. Come spend 
some quality time with other men of the parish and draw 
closer to your faith. Registrations are in the narthex (bright 
orange so you can’t miss them) and also available on the 
STM web site under Adult Faith and then click on CRHP. If 
you would like to register or need more information  
contact Meril at merilmathew84@yahoo.com or  
408-623-6272 
 

CATECHISTS NEEDED  

We are looking for catechists for our Religious Education 
program starting this fall. We specifically need lead  
teachers for the 3 yr. old and 4 yr. old classes, a  
kindergarten lead teacher and a few assistant  
teachers.  Please email ephillips@stmga.org if you are  
interested. 
 

COMING TO ST THOMAS MORE 

Jesuit Father Gregory J. Boyle, founder and executive  
director of Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles, will preside 
over the 5:30 PM mass on August 21st and will then speak 
in Mulhern Hall. 

 

 

“YOUNG MOM’S” FROM ANN DUGAN’S PARTY 

Ann Dugan (back row center, with eyeglasses) and several 
of the STM parishioners whom she served when they were 
"young moms" many years ago. Ann recently retired from 
the STM staff. She will continue service to the parish as a 
hospital and homebound minister and in ministry to those 
grieving the loss of a loved one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SISTER ACT COMING TO STM  

The cast has been chosen and the STM Theatre Ministry is 
gearing up to entertain us with the play Sister Act.  The play 
will be presented the weekends of Oct 7th, 8th & 9th and 
Oct 14th, 15th and 16th.  If you would like to get involved 
behind the scenes, help with concessions, work with  
costumes, or help in any other way please contact Joe  
Messina at 404-378-4588 X 120 or email  
jmessina@stmga.org 
 

ATTENTION SENIOR ADULTS  

If you ride the STM bus to Mass on Saturday 
evenings, on Saturday July 23rd the bus WILL NOT BE  
PICKING YOU UP FOR THE 5:30 PM MASS. 
The bus WILL PICK YOU UP SUNDAY, July 24th FOR THE 
5:30 PM MASS. 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY FAMILY MOVES IN TO NEW HOME 
On Saturday, June 25th, Habitat for Humanity DeKalb held a Home  
Dedication ceremony in which the Gandomkar & Shekari Families 
(immigrants from Iran) received the keys to their newly renovated residence 
in Stone Mountain. Over 150 volunteers contributed in excess of 900 hours 
of their time, sweat, and love to rehabilitate the home. This included a group 
of 15 volunteers from St. Thomas More who gave up a Saturday in May to 
work on the house. The Gandomkar family said that this will change their 
lives 100% because they will be able to give their babies a stable home and 
many of the volunteers talked about what a rewarding experience it was to 
help someone else.  St. Thomas More is planning more projects with Habitat 
for Humanity, so if you are interested in volunteering please contact Greg 
Amoroso at gregory.amoroso@sutherland.com. 

JOB OPENING AT CRISTO REY ATLANTA JESUIT HIGH SCHOOL 
Cristo Rey is seeking an Assistant Coordinator for the Corporate Work Study Program (CWSP). As a member of the CWSP 
team, you will interact with students, school personnel, and business leaders to execute the Cristo Rey Work Study  
Program model alongside CWSP staff. For more information, please visit www.cristoreyatlanta.org. 

mailto:merilmathew84@yahoo.com


DAILY IGNATIAN PRAYER 

For help with daily Ignatian-style prayer, go to: 
www.sacredspace.ie or  
http://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-
prayer.htm. 

PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTIONS 

Universal: Indigenous Peoples 
That indigenous peoples, whose identity and very  
existence are threatened, will be shown due respect. 
Evangelization: Latin America and the Caribbean 
That the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean, by 
means of her mission to the continent, may announce the 
Gospel with renewed vigor and enthusiasm.  

IGNATIUS HOUSE RETREATS 
Have you thought of attending a retreat. The Ignatius 
House is offering STM Parishioners a discount for any 2 or 
3 night retreat. From June 1st through August 31st you will 
receive $75.00 off of your retreat fee. The coupons are 
available on the table in the narthex. For more information 
go to www.ignatiushouse.org or call us at 404-255-0503. 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES 

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED   

We need parishioners to visit the sick and homebound 
and offer them Communion in their homes and in  
Decatur-area hospitals.  We will provide the necessary 
training and background checks.  For more information, 
email Richard White at: rwhite7072@mindspring.com.  

THE DIGNITY OF WORK AND THE RIGHTS OF 

WORKERS 

The economy must serve people, not the other way 
around. Work is more than a way to make a living; it is a 
form of continuing participation in Gods creation. If the 
dignity of work is to be protected, then the basic rights of 
workers must be respected--the right to productive work, 
to decent and fair wages, to the organization and joining 
of unions, to private property, and to economic initiative.  
For more information, please visit The United States  
Conference of Catholic Bishops: www.usccb.org 

 

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
The kids learned about the 10 Commandments, The  
Beatitudes and the Fruits of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Each day campers enjoyed a different art project that was 
related to what they had been learning about that day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The 10 Commandment scavenger hunt was a big hit with 
the kids. 


