
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

9:00 AM, 11:30 AM,  
& 5:30 PM 
MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         July 12, 2020—15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 
 
 

 

 

 

   GET THE LATEST  
Find us on Facebook 

@StThomasMoreDecaturGa  
 

Follow us on Twitter 
@STMGAParish  

 

Get our weekly e-newsletter 

           See page 5 for details. 

These new sharing groups allow space for safe conversation and 
sharing on the topic of racial justice. A book will be used to center 
the group’s reflection. See page 5 for details. 

 FORMING CONSCIENCES FOR FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP 
"Unfortunately, politics in our country often can be a contest of  
powerful interests, partisan attacks, sound bites, and media hype. The 
Church calls for a different kind of political engagement: one shaped 
by the moral convictions of well-formed consciences and focused on 
the dignity of every human being, the pursuit of the common good, 
and the protection of the weak and the vulnerable. ... As citizens, we 
should be guided more by our moral convictions than by our  
attachment to a political party or interest group. When necessary, our 
participation should help transform the party to which we belong; we 
should not let the party transform us in such a way that we neglect or 
deny fundamental moral truths or approve intrinsically evil acts." 

 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
 

July 13  Margaret Watkins †  
July 14  Ellen Dixon †  
July 15  Johannes Darmawan † 
July 16  Alice Aznar † 
July 17  Howard Moon † 
 
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Carol Neese, parishioner 
Christina Allen, parishioner 

Please pray for those who have died: 
Bill McCarthy  
Tony Horak, brother of Fr. Mark Horak 
 
 

If you would like to schedule an intercession, please contact 
the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift 
in return for praying for someone by name during the  
intercessions at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 New Parishioner Registration can be found here: www.stmgaparish.org/register   

 Join our weekly e-newsletter list to stay informed: www.stmgaparish.org/enews 

 Find us on Facebook @StThomasMoreDecaturGA 

 The Parish Office is closed. Please contact parish staff members by e-mail for  
assistance.  

 Sacramental Emergency, please call 678-337-8910.  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  

Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
As we approach another national 
election in which organized religion 
seems to be playing a significant, 
though not always helpful, role, 
there may be value in reviewing the 
Church’s understanding of the 
proper relationship between 
Church and State and between 
faith and politics.  The Second  
Vatican Council expressed this  
understanding most clearly and 
authoritatively in 1965 in the  
document, The Church in the Modern World (CMW). 
 
As always, whenever it teaches about the human  
community, the document begins with the Church’s  
foundational belief in the fundamental equality and dignity 
of each individual man and woman:  “All men and women…
are created in God’s image; they have the same nature and 
origin, and…they enjoy the same divine calling and destiny; 
there is a basic equality between all men and women…” 
CMW#29.    
 
The Council continued with the observation that men and 
women are not meant to live apart from one another: “God 
desired that all men and women should form one family and 
deal with one another in a spirit of community.” CMW #24.  
Indeed, human persons reach their fullest potential when 
they live peacefully in community with one another. 
 
The mission of the Church in the world is the same as the 
mission of Jesus: to proclaim in word and deed the Good 
News that Jesus has initiated the Kingdom of God in the 
world, and that God will bring it to fullness one day.  That 
Kingdom anticipates, among other things, each human  
person developed to his or her capacity, secure in his or her 
dignity and freedom, and applying his or her talents in the 
service of God and the rest of the human community.  CMW 
#41, #42.   
 
The Council understood the mission of the political  
community in similar terms: “The political community (also) 
exists for the common good: this is its full justification and 
meaning, and this is the source of its specific and basic right 
to exist.”  CMW #74.  The common good, the Council taught, 
is “the sum total of all those conditions if social life which 
enable individuals, families, and organizations to achieve 
complete and efficacious fulfillment.”  CMW #74. 
 
Clearly, in the thinking of the Council, the Church and the 
political community share an interest in the well-being of 
both the individual person and the community of men and 
women.  The Church and the political community are to 
work together to achieve their common purpose.  CMW 
#43.  For this reason, the Christian person should  
participate actively in the work of the political community.  
CMW #75. 
 

Although Church and State share an interest in the  
well-being of the individual and the human community,  
each has its own particular competence and distinctive  
responsibilities, and each is properly autonomous and  
independent of each other. CMW #76.  The Church should 
not try to do the work of the political community; neither 
should the State interfere in the particular work of the 
Church.  Therefore, especially in a pluralistic society like the 
United States, Christians must work out a “proper vision of 
the relationship between the political community and the 
Church, distinguishing clearly between their activities as  
citizens of the State who are guided by a Christian  
conscience, and their activities as Christians acting in the 
name of the Church.”  CMW 76.   
 
In other words, the Church recognizes the legitimacy of 
differing points of view regarding how to organize political, 
social, and economic systems.  Accordingly, Christians must 
respect the conscientious choices of their fellow citizens.  
CMW #75.  In fact, the Council says quite clearly that the 
Church is not committed to any particular political ideology 
or economic system, CMW #42, and that the specific  
political and economic arrangements chosen by people may 
vary widely from community to community.  What is  
required is that whatever arrangements people choose for 
themselves must promote the flourishing of the human  
person within the human community.  CMW #73. 
 
In short, both Church and State must recognize the equality 
and dignity of the human person, and both Church and 
State are obliged to seek and act for the common good.  
When the Church fails to protect the dignity of the human 
person, as when Church leaders abuse persons in their 
care, the State must call them to account consistent with its 
responsibilities.  In the same way, when the political  
community fails to act for the good of all men and women, 
Christians must call the State to account consistent with the 
Gospel of Jesus.  CMW #74.  For the Church to be able to 
hold the State accountable, the Church must be free to  
proclaim the Gospel “without hindrance, and to pass moral 
judgments even in matters relating to politics, whenever the 
fundamental rights of men and women…require it” (CMW 
#76). 
 
Because the Gospel proclaims the dignity and equality of all 
men and women, the Church will always speak out against 
racism, sexism, violence, and exploitation of one person for 
the benefit of another.  STM will never promote a particular 
political ideology, political party, or candidate; we will,  
however, always promote the interests of the human  
community, especially those who are most vulnerable, as 
the Gospel demands. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 or visit  
stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: Baptism classes are  
suspended for now. Links to the registration form and the 
safety protocols are available under Baptisms on the  
website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream all Masses, weekend and 
weekday, through June 28 for parishioners who do not 
wish to or who are not able to return to Mass.   
Thereafter we will stream the Sunday 9:00 AM and the 
daily 12:15 PM Mass (Monday through Friday).  
www.stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 
 

 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS SOCIAL JUSTICE 

PRISH FINANCES 

FILL THE GAP IN HOMELESS SERVICES:  

FAMILY SERVICE OPPORTUNITY! 
”A Home for Everyone in Dekalb”, along with a coalition of  
churches, continue to provide sack meals for those  
experiencing homelessness and/or food insecurity during this 
challenging time. Sign up to make sandwiches or provide water 
bottles for this effort. See the parish website for available dates. 
 

EQUITABLE DINNERS: LIFT EVERY VOICE   
Sunday, July 19 from 7:00-9:00 PM  
Yearning for spaces to talk about all that's happening in our 
country? Last August, STM hosted two tables for Decatur  
Dinners, an evening of conversation around race and equity. 
These dinners have continued virtually under the name 
"Equitable Dinners," and each month offer an opportunity to 
gather with neighbors to discuss racial equity around a  
particular topic. July's conversation will focus on Racial Equity 
and Education. The conversation is launched each month with a 
short play and presentation. Find out more info and register on 
the parish website. 
 

21-DAY IGNATIAN RACIAL EQUITY CHALLENGE  
July 20-August 9  
This 21-day email campaign will provide daily resources to learn, 
pray, and act on a variety of issues related to racial justice and 
equity. Sign up on the parish website. 
 

STM CONTRIBUTES TO CRISTO REY ATLANTA 

STM has contributed $20,000 to Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High 
School in each of the last four years to support four students.  
This year, two of the four students whom STM supports are 
graduates of STM's parish school.  Bill Garrett, president of  
Cristo Rey Atlanta, recently wrote: "With your support, Cristo Rey 
Atlanta will educate young people of limited economic means, 
of any faith or creed, to become men and women for and with 
others....  (Y)our gift will help to ensure our success in providing 
some of Atlanta's most previously underserved students with a 
rigorous college preparatory curriculum, thus preparing them 
for college and life." 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE PARISH SURVEY 
Thank you to all those who participated in our parish survey last 
month to discern preferences for the next fiscal year. We are 
grateful for the intentional participation and contributions from 
so many parishioners. We received 158 responses! There was a 
significant emphasis on two issues that our committee has thus 
decided to focus on this year: poverty/income inequality and 
racial justice. These preferences will not only guide the organi-
zations our grants program focuses on, but will guide the way 
our committee encourages parishioners to learn about, pray 
with and act around social issues, to grow as a parish in a "faith 
that does justice." 

WAYS TO DONATE TO STM  

 Sign up for online giving: www.stmgaparish.org/giving  

 Donate via PayPal: www.stmgaparish.org/giving 

 Mail your check to:  
STM Catholic Church 636 W Ponce de Leon Ave  
Decatur, GA 30030-2951 
 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

July 12—Mission Cooperative Program 
Through our second collection today, we participate in the 
Mission Cooperative Program of the archdiocese.  Several 
different mission organizations, religious orders and  
financially struggling (arch)dioceses will directly benefit from 
your generosity.  Thank you for your charitable response last 
year and please give generously in today’s collection.  

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


SCHOOLNEWS 

ADULT FAITH 

THE POWER OF A WOMAN’S WITNESS: CELEBRATING THE FEAST OF MARY MAGDALENE 
July 22 at 7:30pm at STM | Sign up to attend in person or watch the livestream at www.stmgaparish.org 
In 2016 Pope Francis elevated the memorial of St. Mary Magdalene to a feast day,  
emphasizing the significance of her role as the first to witness Christ's resurrection, the 
"Apostle to the Apostles," and to emphasize the dignity and importance of women's  
voices in the Church and world today. This year in particular we are aware of the need to 
listen to the voices of women that awaken and challenge us. Join us for an evening of  
prayer, song and reflection as we invoke our own call to witness the Gospel of peace and 
justice.  
 

CENTERING PRAYER WEEKLY “ZOOM” MEETINGS 
Centering Prayer meets each week via Zoom. Email mccolman@anamchara.com to sign up.  
 

THURSDAY IGNATIAN GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION—NOW ON FACEBOOK LIVE 
Thursdays, 12:00 PM (Live on Facebook) 
The Thursday Gospel contemplations are moving to Facebook Live. Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming 
Sunday gospel reading. Every Thursday at 12pm, Andy Otto will lead you through a live guided prayer using the Ignatian 
tradition of contemplation, engaging your imagination. Tune in live this Thursday at 12:00 PM. You can also access past 
recordings in the videos section of our Facebook page. www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/ 
 

THE CONTEMPLATIO 
Each Wednesday, Ignatius House brings you scripture to pray and with a video commentary 
by  Jesuits and spiritual directors. Together, we’ll breathe life into God's Word, drawing from 
the Ignatian tradition of contemplative prayer, which is simply “a long, loving look at the  
real.” You’ll discover that “real” to be God breaking into our reality, gazing upon us with love. Scripture selections reflect 
timely themes or liturgical seasons with a prayer format that is distinctly Ignatian. Sign up here: bit.ly/thecontemplatio  
 

2-NIGHT RETREAT: LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY  
July 17 @ 6:00 PM - July 19 @ 12:00 PM, Directed by Sarah Otto, M.Div  
How do you stay spiritually connected in a socially distant world? Although our experience of church has been greatly im-
pacted by this pandemic, we’ve also been given an invitation to meet God precisely where we are – in our home, in the soli-
tude, in the questions and longings of our heart. As St. Ignatius reminds us, “the Creator deals directly with the  
creature.” On this retreat, reflect on the ways God invites you into your own inner chapel, the sacred space where you can 
encounter God, and discover new and creative ways of connecting with God and praying with your life. 
www.ignatiushouse.org 

“PEOPLE OF HOPE: FINDING JOY IN ALL THINGS” 
Facilitated by Andy Otto. Join in live, every third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM (EDT), on 
Facebook for interactive conversation about how to find joy in all things. Ask a question, find joy 
in others. Featuring host Andy Otto with the Jesuits and pastoral friends of Ignatius House. Or 
subscribe to the podcast on your favorite podcasting app. Tune in at  
facebook.com/IgnatiusHouse 

VIRTUAL RETREAT: PRAYING WITH THE SPANISH MYSTICS: DARK NIGHT AND INTERIOR CASTLE 

July 21-23 - Choose one date; 2:00 PM 
Offered by Carl McColman, STM parishioner and RCIA coordinator.  
This retreat includes reflections on the spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola, St. Teresa of Ávila, and St. John of the Cross. 
Learn more and register https://holycrossmonastery.com/events/spanish-mystics/ 
 

STM SHARING GROUPS 

These new sharing groups allow space for safe conversation and sharing on the topic of racial justice. A book will be used 
to center the group’s reflection. Register at bit.ly/stmadult20 
 

White Fragility – Why It's So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism 
Wednesdays, August 5 - September 9, 7:30-9:00 PM 
Develop a better understanding on how racism operates. This Sharing Group  will be discussing the 
book White Fragility, by Robin DiAngelo, a consultant and trainer on issues of racial and social justice for 
more than twenty years. We will meet via Zoom over 6 weeks, using her Reading Guide, to unpack how 
racism influences our lives. DiAngelo sets this objective: 
The primary goal for white people working to understand racism is not to learn how racism impacts people of 
color. The primary goal is to recognize how the system of racism shapes our lives, how we uphold that system, 
and how we might interrupt it. 

http://www.stmgaparish.org/
mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/videos/
http://bit.ly/thecontemplatio
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/2-night-retreat-lord-teach-us-to-pray/
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/people-of-hope/2020-06-18/
http://bit.ly/stmadult20
https://www.amazon.com/White-Fragility-People-About-Racism-ebook/dp/B07638ZFN1


PARISH LIFE        

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR STM LIVESTREAMING 
We have installed a new audio-visual system that allows us 
to livestream Masses and other events in the church. We are 
looking for several parishioners who are willing to be trained 
to operate the new A/V system. If you are comfortable with 
technology and are familiar with the flow of the Mass and 
want to help, please email Andy Otto at: aotto@stmga.org. 
We will arrange a training session.  
 

 

WELCOME NEW PARISIONERS 
June New Parishioners 
Irene Bozio 
Alice and David Brown 
Joshua Foley and Amanda Nguyen 
Matthew and Meghan Heather 
Clifford Johnson 
Samuel and Holly Klietz 
Robert Rodriguez 
Cesar Romero and Ana Bardossy 
Theresa Smith 
Maria Torres 
Christian Tourteau and Donnata St. Juste 

 

MASS RESERVATIONS 
Visit our website to make a reservation for our weekend 
Masses. Reservations are available beginning every Monday. 
You do not need a reservation for our daily 12:15 PM Mass. 
 
By special dispensation from the Archbishop, no Catholic in 
this Archdiocese is obliged to attend Sunday Mass at least 
through August 2.  

S FACTOR UPDATE 
The S Factor prays the rosary monthly, via ZOOM, for the 
intention of an end to racism. The next rosary will be  
Monday, July 20th, at 2:30 PM.   

In addition, the S Factor meets  on the first Monday of each 
month at 2:30 PM.  Patricia Hamilton will give the reflection 
on July 6th.   

Since the S Factor cannot meet in person, they are utilizing 
technology to gather virally to offer prayer, praise and  
connect with each other.   

For more information contact Cass Catroppa, 
ccassiecat@aol.com. 

SCHOOL NEWS 
STM STUDENT WINS BIG AT 2020 GEORGIA STATE 

SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING FAIR 
Congratulations to Max Rodriguez who won TWO awards  
at the 2020 Georgia State Science & Engineering Fair with 
his Assisted Remote Muscle (ARM) project! This newly  
graduated 8th-grader won the Junior Division Best in  
Biomedical Engineering Category and First Honors (this 
means his total score was above the 90th percentile of  
total projects). 
 

To reach this level, Max won at our STM Science Fair and 
competed at a GSEF-Affiliated Regional Fair. The top pro-
jects at the regional fairs are invited to attend and compete 
at GSEF. Max, we’re proud of you!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news 

PRESIDENT’S VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD FOR 

STM STUDENT 

When we submitted Abigail Gregory for The Prudential  
Spirit of Community Award based on her volunteer work, 
she qualified for the President's Volunteer Service Award! 
The President’s Volunteer Service Award was founded in 
2003 to recognize the important role of volunteers in  
America’s strength and national identity. This award honors 
individuals whose service positively impacts communities in 
every corner of the nation and inspires those around them 
to take action, too. The Corporation for National &  
Community Service sent a certificate and a letter from the 
White House, as part of their Points of Light recognition.  
 
We congratulate Abigail for her warm heart, sense of social 
justice, and her generous service. We are very proud of her 
for truly reaching out to others as the hands of Christ! Keep 
it up, Abigail; you are making a difference! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:aotto@stmga.org
https://www.stmga.org/news/


YOUTH FORMATION 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS LEADERSHIP CHANGES 

David Hall, STM parishioner, has been selected Grand Knight of the Decatur Knights of Columbus Council 4358.  He will 
begin serving his three-year term immediately.  David replaces Philip Lee, who had served in that position for the past 
three years.  The Decatur Knights, although independent of STM, are composed largely of STM parishioners and has been 
a great help to STM.  We wish David well, and we thank Philip for his service. 
 

THE WAY FOR WOMEN: A HEALING RETREAT FOR FEMALE SURVIVORS OF ABUSE 

The Way for Women is a 3-day retreat for adult female survivors of abuse offered by the Archdiocese of Atlanta’s Victim 
Assistance Program from August 28-30 at Carmel Retreat Center in Hoschton, Georgia. The registration deadline is Friday, 
August 21. **Safety protocols for COVID-19 will be followed.**  Please contact Sue Stubbs at (404) 920-7554 
or sstubbs@archatl.com for more information.  
 

BUILDING YOUR MARRIAGE BEFORE IT STARTS WORKSHOP 

A one-day marriage preparation workshop for couples who want to build a marriage that will have the foundation to last a 
lifetime. There are two more dates open this year: September 12 (online via Zoom) and November 7. Registration for the 
workshops is online at www.hsccatl.com/marriageandfamily.  
 

COUPLES CELEBRATING THEIR 50TH AND 60TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2020  

The Archdiocese of Atlanta will honor couples married in 1970 and 1960 with a golden/diamond Marriage Anniversary 
Mass on Saturday, October 3, at noon, at Saint Brigid Catholic Church. Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer, OFM Conv., will  
preside at the Mass. Due to precautionary measures related to COVID-19, jubilarian couples are asked to attend without  
additional guests. Family members and friends may watch the celebration via a livestream video instead. The archdiocese 
will provide updates if it becomes possible to bring additional guests, or if circumstances require additional changes. A  
reception, for the anniversary couples, will follow the Mass. Please go to http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass to RSVP for this 
event and for additional information.  

 

 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
Registration is open for STM Youth, Youth Religious Education, Youth Confirmation, As One Family (Adults and Children 
of all ages) and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. 

Please contact Stewart Voegtlin for more information: svoegtlin@stmga.org. Visit the parish website to register. 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
We have just 3 spaces remaining for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, a Montessori-based catechesis model that  
respects the dignity of the child. CGS believes there is an innate desire in the child for God, and that they simply need 
the right environment to discover that. Children in CGS encounter Jesus and the God of salvation history through biblical 
stories presented with materials in the atrium (the CGS term for the gathering space) and make natural connections with 
liturgy and sacraments, making Mass relevant and connected to our story in Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd. 

This year our atrium can accommodate 3 or 4 year olds who are toilet-trained. If you have a child who will be three or 
four as of September and are interested in enrolling them in Catechesis of the Good Shepherd or if you are interested  
in becoming a catechist or assistant, please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org. To learn more about CGS, watch  
this short video: https://youtu.be/ccshOGQOneA  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

mailto:sstubbs@archatl.com
mailto:aotto@stmga.org
https://youtu.be/ccshOGQOneA

