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636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  
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PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Closed for Lunch  
12:00-12:30 PM  

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
10:00 AM 

 
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

9:00 AM (School Mass) 
12:15 PM 
6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 
 
 
 
 

         July15, 2018—15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

  PLEASE WELCOME FR. LESTER  

    ORVILLE SHIELDS TO STM 
Fr. Lester Orville Shields, SJ, a Jamaica-born Jesuit from the 
Northeastern Province, will be staying at STM and helping 
with weekend Masses from July 7 through July 22.  Fr. 
Lester Orville studied Theology with Fr. Mark in Boston, got 
his PhD in Pastoral Counseling from Loyola University-
Maryland, and presently works as a counselor at the  
University of the West Indies Health Center in Kingston,  
Jamaica. 

      
 

 

 
 

 

 

Are you interested in leading a Life 
Group this fall? These small faith 
communities run ten weeks and 
gather at people’s homes. If you’d 
like to host and facilitate one, you 
must come to this two-hour  
training. Sunday, August 26 at 
1:15pm. Register here:  
https://is.gd/lifegrouptraining  

See page 5 of the bulletin for more information on 31 Days with Saint Ignatius. 

 

EDGE IN-HOUSE MISSION  
Monday, July 30 and Tuesday, July 31 
at St. Thomas More!  
 
These will be two super exciting 
days of service on the STM grounds. 
Our theme this year is Grace Got 
You, and we're going to have a lot of 
exciting talks, activities, and  
questions to dive into God's grace.  

See page 5 of the bulletin for details. 

http://is.gd/lifegrouptraining


At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. Thomas More will 
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead.  We  
encourage parishioners to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud  
during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Monday, July 16  Modupe Aina Osibajo 
 

Tuesday, July 17  Larry DeWine † 
 

Wednesday, July 18  Marjorie White †  
   Michael Slusny †   
   Robert Riddell †  
 

Thursday, July 19 John Wetzel †  
   Stockholm Wetzel †  
 

Friday, July 20  Marie Wiegner † 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Ronald Dawson 
Fenton Mc Evoy 
Kristopher Gilmartin 
Margaret Pryor 
Jane Sheldon 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an 
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the 
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory  
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish 
offices during normal business hours.  

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
 

Mon. July 16 Young Adult Ministry Leadership Meeting—7:00 PM—Family Room 
 
 
Thurs., July 19 Men’s Basketball—8:00 PM—Gym 
 
     
Sat., July 21  Marguerite Barankitse Fundraising Event for Burundian Refugees— 
   1:30 PM—Mulhern Hall  
 

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 

Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 

EDGE and LIFETEEN    
youth@stmga.org 
 

Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator 
Rdelvalle@stmga.org 
 

Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 

Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 

Aaron Daniecki,  Building Maintenance Technician 
adaniecki@stmga.org 
 

Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 

Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 

Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 

Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators  
rcia@stmga.org 
 

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 

Emails for STM Business Only 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS  
Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti 
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie 
Whitcomb 

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

Several updates: 

 In last week’s bulletin, in place of 
my usual pastor’s column, we 
published a statement by our 
STM Parish Council in which the 
Council expressed its solidarity 
with persons who have been  
subjected to gender-based  
discrimination or abuse and 
pledged to help make STM a 
place where all persons are given 
the respect that is due them as children of God. 

 
I was pleased that the Council took this initiative, and 
encourage them to continue to speak out with an  
independent voice in the parish on matters of general 
parish concern. 
 
After that bulletin went to press, I realized that it would 
have been good to list the names of the individual 
members of the Parish Council at the bottom of the 
statement.  Although members of the Council are  
identified on the parish website, many parishioners 
may not have known who was responsible for the 
statement.  Let me name them all now:  Steve Carney, 
Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti Paulino, 
Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie  
Whitcomb.  I am grateful to them all for this and all 
their service to the parish. 

 

 The STM Facilities Planning Committee continues its 
work alongside the architects and planners from Cox, 
Graae + Spack to assess the condition of our present 
buildings and facilities, to determine our need for  
additional facilities, to consider options for meeting 
those needs, and to proposed a phased program of 
construction well into the future.  The committee has 
considered four, and then three more conceptual  
options and has given our architects/planners good, 
positive feedback.  The planning work continues. 

 

 Three or four weeks ago, at all the weekend Masses, I 
asked those present to indicate whether they wanted 
to retain the present Mass schedule as is, or to  
schedule all or some of the Masses a half hour earlier.  
I received well over 800 responses.  Parish staff tallied 
the responses by the Mass which the respondents  
attended.  Among those respondents who expressed a 
preference, most parishioners preferred the present 
schedule by a significant margin.  However, the  
parishioners at the noon Mass by a large margin  

preferred an 11:30am Mass to the present noon Mass.   
 

Unfortunately, we can’t move the noon Mass 30 
minutes earlier without also moving the 9:30 AM Mass 
30 minutes earlier because we need to maintain a 90 
minute gap between the end of the second Sunday 
morning Mass and beginning of the third Sunday 
morning Mass to accommodate our religious  
education and adult faith formation programs.  A very 
large majority of parishioners at the 9:30 AM Mass 
don’t want that Mass moved to 9:00 AM.   
 
With regard to the schedule for the weekday Mass, 
most respondents wanted to keep it at 5:30 PM. 
 
Bottom line, we are not planning any changes to the 
weekend Mass schedule at this time. 

 

 The proceeds from the second collections over the 
past year (excluding the monthly collection for the STM 
St. Vincent de Paul Society) are down a bit from two 
years ago.  On the other hand, certain second  
collections, e.g., the annual collection for Archdiocesan 
Catholic Charities, are up considerably over two years 
ago.   
 
This past year for the first time, we took up a collection 
at the liturgies on Thanksgiving Day, Ash Wednesday, 
and Good Friday for the benefit of the Decatur  
Emergency Assistance Ministry (DEAM), the  
Missionaries of the Poor in Jamaica, and ServHaiti.   
Together, those three collections netted nearly 
$11,000.   
 
I am resolved to better promote these second  
collections in the coming year, including explaining in 
more detail the purpose of each, so that parishioners 
can make a more informed decision whether and how 
much to contribute. 

 
Enjoy your summer, and be safe. 
 
Fr. Mark  

 

 

 

 

 



 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign 
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information 
form are available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 
HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed  
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from  
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS SOCIAL JUSTICE 
STATEMENT FROM THE PRESIDENT OF U.S. BISHOPS’ 

CONFERENCE REGARDING ROE V. WADE 
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, President of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), wrote to the 
members of the Senate on July 6, urging them not to use  
support for Roe v. Wade as a litmus test for judicial nominees in 
their deliberations about the upcoming vacancy on the  
Supreme Court of the United States. 
 
The letter makes clear that the USCCB "does not support or 
oppose confirmation of particular presidential nominees."  
Instead, the letter expresses "grave concerns about the  
confirmation process…being grossly distorted by efforts to  
subject judicial nominees to a litmus test in support of Roe, as 
though nominees who oppose the purposeful taking of  
innocent human life are somehow unfit for judicial office in the 
United States." 
 
Visit http://www.usccb.org to read the full article. 
 

ARCHBISHOP GREGORY RESPONDS TO THE U.S.  

IMMIGRATION POLICY  
“The recent immigration policy that has separated children 
from their parents is deeply disturbing. The administration’s 
‘zero-tolerance’ policy resulted in many children being torn 
from the arms of their parents and placed in separate  
detention facilities where many remain. Unnecessarily  
separating families is detrimental to basic child welfare,  
contrary to our Catholic values, and ineffective as a means of 
deterrence and safety. In response to widespread backlash, the 
President recently signed an executive order which takes a  
limited step in stopping the practice of separating children from 
their parents. My hope is that the administration will proceed, 
as ordered by a federal court, to reunite all children and  
parents who have been separated.” 
 
Visit https://archatl.com/ to read the full article. 

RCIA NEWS 

http://www.stmga.org


 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

EDGE IN-HOUSE MISSION  
Monday, July 30 and Tuesday, July 31  
These will be two super exciting days of service on the STM grounds. Our theme this year is Grace Got You, and we're 
going to have a lot of exciting talks, activities, and questions to dive into God's grace. $20 per day registration fee. Make 
the payment through the STM Online Giving site.  Please register by July 22nd. If you wish to register more than one child 
please submit individual forms for each. If you have interest in being a parent volunteer, please indicate that on the form 
as well. Register here:  https://bit.ly/2KSK9mt  
 
If you’re a teen and would like to volunteer to lead work groups, talks, and activities please email Erin Egan 
at eegan@nd.edu.  
 

EDGE AND LIFETEEN REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 
Edge is for rising 6-8th graders and Life Teen is for rising 9-12th graders. As you know, we’re in the midst of a search to 
replace Michele McHale-Pickard as Director of Youth Faith Formation. Our hope is to have someone hired and in place by 
early August. Thank you in advance for you patience in this transition. See the parish website for more information. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

IGNATIAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM  

 

 

 

 

St Thomas More is pleased to debut a new marriage  
preparation program called Fall In Love, Stay In Love. The 
title is inspired by a prayer attributed to former Jesuit  
Superior General Pedro Arrupe SJ. Beginning in September, 
and offered three times per year, this 4-week program will 
be available to any couple preparing for marriage. Drawing 
from the wisdom of the Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius, 
the program will invite couples to consider their own  
relationship together with the person of Jesus who is calling 
them to an ever deeper friendship and the mission to share 
God’s love with the world. Through presentations by witness 
couples and in-class and at-home couple exercises, weekly 
evening sessions will emphasize communication, intimacy, 
commitment, discernment, and values, as well as tools,  
rituals, and practices that will aid couples in their marriage 
together. For more information and to register please  
contact Andy and Sarah Otto at aotto@stmga.org.  
 

FEAST DAY OF ST. IGNATIUS LOYOLA 
Tues., July 31; 9 AM.-3 PM 
Join the day of prayer, reflection and celebration for St.  
Ignatius of Loyola, priest and founder of the Society of Jesus. 
Father Peter E. Fink, SJ, leads the day of reflection. Reserve a 
day to nurture faith and friendship with God. A breakfast 
and lunch are included. Contact: register online at 
www.ignatiushouse.org or call 404-255-0503.  
We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at  
Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered 
parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to 
enquire.   

31 DAYS WITH ST. IGNATIUS 
 

 

 

 

 
IgnatianSpirituality.com, a service of Loyola Press, is offering 31 
Days with St. Ignatius, a month-long celebration of  
Ignatian spirituality.   In honor of the feast of St. Ignatius 
Loyola on July 31, bookmark the site or sign up for emails 
containing daily articles, blog posts, and videos to help you 
explore the riches of Ignatian spirituality. 
 

https://bit.ly/2KSK9mt
mailto:eegan@nd.edu
mailto:aotto@stmga.org


PARISH LIFE 

SCHOOL NEWS 
STM SCHOOL IS HIRING—TEACHER ASSISTANTS 
St. Thomas More Catholic School, a Blue Ribbon School of Excellence, is seeking part time Teacher Assistants for the 
2018-2019 school year. Qualified applicants should have experience and enjoy working with children. Send resume 
to jraymond@stmga.org. No phone calls please. 
 

STM SCHOOL IS HIRING—EXTENDED CARE WORKERS 
St. Thomas More Catholic School, a Blue Ribbon School of Excellence, is seeking part time extended care workers for our 
after school program. Qualified applicants should send their resume to jraymond@stmga.org. No phone calls please.  
 

STM SCHOOL OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Monday – Thursday 

MORE EATS WILL RETURN SEPTEMBER 5TH!! 
The gang at More Eats is taking some 
time off this summer but will be back 
in September. Keep watching the 
bulletin for more information as we 
get ready for fun, food, and  
friendship in the fall!!! 

 

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS! 

JUST MERCY BOOK LOOKING FOR ITS OWNER  
Some weeks ago, a parishioner loaned the book, Just  
Mercy, to Fr. Mark. He has finished reading it (he liked it!) and 
wants to return the book, but he can't remember who 
loaned it to him. Call him (404-378-4588) or email him 
(mhorak@stmga.org), if the book is yours.  

S FACTOR JULY ACTIVITIES  
Members of The S Factor enjoyed a lively BBQ lunch at the 
annual Red, White & Blue Party. Join us for our next activity 
on July 25th: lunch at Sprig. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
THE S FACTOR SERVICE PROJECT  
The S Factor is again collecting $10 MARTA cards for  
homeless veterans so that these men and women will have 
the ability to get to one of the four treatment centers in 
Georgia.  We invite STM parishioners to participate in this 
worthy project.  The cards may be purchased at any MARTA 
station at the kiosk.  Please send or drop off your card(s) to 
the parish office: The S Factor, St. Thomas More Church, 
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave, Decatur GA 30030. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

July 15th and August 19—STM St. Vincent de Paul—The second collection the weekend of July 14-15 and August 18-19  
supports the activities of STM’s St. Vincent de Paul Society on behalf of the poor in our local area. 
 

PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION UPDATE 

STM collected $2,194.70 (in pew + online) for the Peter’s Pence collection on July 1st. The Peter’s Pence Collection funds  
charitable and educational projects that are especially favored by Pope Francis. Thank you! 
 

KEEP STM IN MIND DURING YOUR SUMMER TRAVELS  

Have fun on your summer vacations! We know you’ll be out of town for a few Sundays this summer. But that doesn’t mean 
you can’t participate through your regular tithes. You are more than welcome to either mail or bring your offertory by the 
parish office. Or you can use an Online Giving account. You can contribute from wherever you are or you can even set up 
payments in advance if you like! And when you give online, it helps us make our budget, even when attendance is low. Visit 
our website at www.stmgaparish.org and click on the green icon for the Online Giving link. Any questions, contact Carol 
Palmer at 404-378-4588 x145 or cpalmer@stmga.org.  

PARISH FINANCES 

Arthur Bailin 
Derek and Ashlee Boyce 
Robert and Jane Clark 
Kevan and Alexandra Coon 
Kelly Egbert 
Noura Eleid 
Haston Gerencir 
Patricia Hamilton  
Alison Kelley 

Daniel and Lacey Lenze 
Joshua and Mary Pease 
David and Heather Radlmann 
Albert Reynolds and 
Jacquleine Varnum 
Helen Rice 
Tara Sahu 
William and Rita Schnitzer 

http://www.stmgaparish.org
mailto:cpalmer@stmga.org


FUNDRAISING EVENT BENEFITTING BURUNDIAN REFUGEES IN RWANDA 
Saturday, July 21 from 1:30 PM –3:30 PM in Mulhern Hall. Food and drinks will be  
provided. 
STM Parishioners are cordially invited to attend a fundraising event hosted by ASIKE 
(African Sisters For Information Knowledge and Empowerment) celebrating Burundian 
Catholic Humanitarian Marguerite (Maggy) Barankitse. 
 
Maggy has received praise from Pope Francis and the international community for saving 
thousands of children in Burundi’s horrific civil war. Unmoved by celebrity and status, she 
now lives as a refugee in Rwanda spreading the word of peace. 
 
Fundraising will consist of sales of items handmade by some of the half a million  
Burundian refugees living in Mahama refugee camps, Rwanda, and for school tuition for 
children refugees she currently cares for. Maggy will be coming from Kigali, Rwanda (East 
Africa). RSVP to olivia.owens@gmail.com 678-435-1029. 

 

PLAY ST. PIUS JR. LIONS FLAG FOOTBALL  
The registration deadline is July 30, 2018. To register, please complete your registration form online using  
www.spx.org/ JuniorLionsFlagFootball. Any other questions or comments can be addressed quickly by sending an e-mail to 
JrLionsFlagFootball@gmail.com.  
 

WITNESSES FOR JESUS CHRIST  
Sat.,  August 18th at the Renaissance Atlanta Waverly Hotel & Convention Center 
We invite all catechists (and those interested in teaching in the future) to this great opportunity to hear from national 
speakers about teaching the Catholic faith to others. For more information and to register, visit  
atlcatechistconference.com.  
 

ARCHBISHOP INVITES BENEFACTORS TO DEO GRATIAS MASS AND BRUNCH  
Archbishop Gregory invites STM parishioners who have remembered the Archdiocese or parish in their wills or estate 
plans to a special Deo Gratias Mass and brunch on Saturday, August 25. For more information, call Juliet Greco at the 
Catholic Foundation at 404-497-9440, or email her at jgreco@cfnga.org. 
 

ARCHDIOCESE OFFERS RETREAT FOR MALE SURVIVORS OF SEXUAL ABUSE 
The Archdiocese of Atlanta is offering a weekend healing retreat  for male victims of sexual abuse at the Carmel Retreat 
Center in Hoschton, GA, on September 14-16.  For more information, email Sue Stubbs at sstubbs@archatl.com, or call 
404-920-7550. 
 

TOWARD FULL COMMUNION: HOPES, ACHIEVEMENTS, OBSTACLES, AND CHALLENGES  
Tues., Sept. 18, 2018 from 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM ; Glenn Memorial at Emory University 
Join the Aquinas Center at Emory University for a lecture event featuring Cardinal Kurt Koch of the Vatican as he examines 
interfaith and ecumenical efforts in our world today. Cardinal Koch serves as President of the Pontifical Council for  
Promoting Christian Unity and President of the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews. His lecture will 
elaborate on his Vatican positions, discuss his commitment to ecumenical dialogue, and provide insights from Pope  
Francis on interfaith endeavors. Tickets are free. Registration required. Reserve your seats at aquinas.emory.edu. 

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 
YAM LEADERSHIP MEETING 
Be a voice in planning for our young adult ministry. We will be meeting on Monday, July 16 at 7pm in the church Family 
Room. Any young adult is welcome to attend.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 July 16: YAM Leadership Meeting (all are welcome to attend). 7 PM 

 July 18: A Modern Nun: Living Religious Life in 2018 with Sister Mary Priniski. Holy Happy Hour is sponsored by YAM.  
 July 28: Habitat for Humanity Build Day from 8:00 AM –4:00 PM. Email kathrynwedwards@gmail.com to sign up.  
 August 26: Spaghetti Dinner—Join Fr. Mark for our third annual Spaghetti Dinner! After the 5:30 PM Mass in Mulhern 

Hall. There is no cost to attend. 
 Young Adult Fall Day Retreat—Our YAM fall retreat will be on Saturday, September 22 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at 

Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center in Sandy Springs. The cost is just $10 per person and includes a light breakfast 
and lunch. To register please contact Andy Otto: aotto@stmga.org. Space is limited. 

COMMUNTIY NEWS 

mailto:olivia.owens@gmail.com
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