July 16, 2017/The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS AND THE HEALTH CARE DEBATE
SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910

The Catholic bishops in the United States have taken a strong, unequivocal position
in the current debate over appropriate health care policies. In Forming Conscie nce s
for Faithful Citizenship (2015), the bishops declared, “Aﬀordable and accessible health care
Is … a fundamental human right. …The nation's health care system needs to be rooted in values that respect human dignity, protect human life, respect the principle of
subsidiarity, and meet the needs of the poor and uninsured, especially born and
unborn children, pregnant women, immigrants, and other vulnerable populations.
Paragraph 80.
More speciﬁcally, in A Frame work for He alth Care Re form (1993), the bishops established several criteria for evaluating any proposed public health care policy according
to Gospel values. These criteria include:
•
•

SCHEDULE OF MASSES

•

SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)

•

SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
Nursery Available after
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

Respect for Life – whether the proposed policy aﬃrms and respects the
sanctity and dignity of human life from conception through natural death
Priority Concern for the Poor – whether the proposed policy gives special
priority to meeting the most pressing health care needs of the poor and
underserved, ensuring that they receive quality health services
Access for All – whether the proposal provides ready access to quality,
comprehensive and aﬀordable health care for every person living in the
United States
Comprehensive Beneﬁts – whether the proposed policy provides
comprehensive beneﬁts suﬃcient to maintain and promote good health.

In a recent letter to Congress regarding the current proposed legislation to repeal
and replace the Aﬀordable Care Act, the U.S. bishops expressed concern that, if
either of the health care bills currently under consideration in the House and Senate
are passed and become law, millions of poor Americans are likely to lose health
insurance. The bishops advised that this is unacceptable and urged Congress to
modify their proposals to be consistent with Gospel values. (continued on Page 5).

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL NEEDS
MEMBERS
STM’s Finance Council, which advises
Fr. Mark on parish ﬁnancial matters,
including the annual parish and school
budgets, is looking for three new members. These new members would replace
outgoing Council members who have
completed their service.
The Council normally meets four or ﬁve
times a year on a weekday evening, and
members typically serve a term of 3
years. Service would begin September 1.
Particularly qualiﬁed members are
persons registered at STM who are
committed to the well-being of the parish
and who have signiﬁcant experience in
ﬁnance or management. If you are
interested, please contact Fr. Mark
at: mhorak@stmga.org.

“A God with Skin” with Retreat Director
Andy Otto August 4-6
Register by Website
www.ignatiushouse.org

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to
say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.
MONDAY, July 17 Oen Lie Nio †
TUESDAY, July 18 Olushola Aina †
WEDNESDAY, July 19 Iola Magri †

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

THURSDAY, July 20 Clement Gebo †

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

FRIDAY, July 21 Matt & Anna Luongo

Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org

Pray for those recently baptized and their families

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org

Charles Robert Wilson
Alden Brock
Braxton Brouillette

Pray for those who are sick:
Mary Maher

Pray for those who have died:
Henry Joseph Cebulski
Kathleen Kilduﬀe
Christine Cielinski
Lucy Harris
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order
to add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to
be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter and
bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in the
Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex.
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues July 18
Wed July 19
Thurs July 20
Thurs July 20
Fri July 21
Sat July 22

Walking With Purpose
7:00 PM Youth Room
S Factor Lunch at Louisiana Bistreaux
Touch Rugby STM Families
7:00 PM Field
Men’s Basketball
8:00 PM Gym
S Factor DeKalb Symphony
Merton Group
11:00 AM St. Julie Room

Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

Emails for STM Business Only

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
ﬁnancially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Oﬀertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish oﬃces during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
Frequently parishioners and staﬀ
come to me with ideas that, if
implemented, might well result in a
wonderful addition to the life of
STM. I would like to pursue several
of these promising ideas when the
summer break concludes and the
parish resumes its usual pace.

clean up and prepare the sanctuary for the next Mass. At
some Catholic churches, the chosen family even provides
the wine and bake the bread used at the Mass. If we made
this happen, this could be a marvelous service to the parish
by an entire family.
Another idea is to establish a committee of as many as nine
parishioners to advise me and other parish staﬀ in the area
of faith formation and education, including our parish
sacramental preparation programs, our religious education
programs for our children and teens, and our adult
education programs. This committee would also work with
Andy and Sarah Otto to develop a program to teach and
promote the practice of Ignatian prayer and spirituality
among parishioners. We have already established committees of parishioners who advise in the areas of parish
mission and identity, parish ﬁnances, and social justice. A
committee of interested and experienced persons who can
advise in the area of spirituality, faith formation, and the
religious education of parishioners of all ages is the next
step.

One idea is to create a St. Thomas
More Athletics Board. This would
be a committee of parishioners –
men and women, and perhaps a high school student – who
would be charged with developing and managing the
parish’s sports programs. The Board would encourage the
full use STM’s athletic facilities, especially the gym. The
Board would be responsible for developing policies
governing the use of parish facilities, scheduling the use of
these facilities, sorting through various requests to use the
facilities, and seeing to the maintenance and development
of the facilities. STM parishioners have generously provided Finally, I would like to ﬁnd and develop ways to increase the
number of small groups of parishioners that have formed at
these facilities; I’d like to see them fully used.
STM for prayer and mutual support. Four or ﬁve such
groups are presently currently meeting, and a prayer and
Another idea is to develop and oﬀer a marriage prep
support group for men in the parish is presently forming.
program here at STM. Presently, when engaged couples
These small groups can be composed of parishioners who
come to us looking to do the marriage prep program
live in the same neighborhood, or of parishioners who share
required of all engaged couples, we must refer them to
an interest in doing Ignatian-style prayer, or of parishioners
established prep programs oﬀered elsewhere. Some of
these are better than others. But with the imminent arrival in similar life situations. Regardless of what draws individual
parishioners together, they can share how they have
of two new staﬀ persons – Andy and Sarah Otto – to
supplement our present education and faith formation staﬀ, experienced God in their personal, family, and parish lives.
we will have an opportunity to develop and oﬀer a strong,
innovative marriage prep program of our own. I envision a Notice that the common denominator in each of these
ideas is to provide an opportunity for parishioners to
program that would have several STM married couples
engage more fully in the life of the parish, and not only as
acting as mentors/supporters, a program that would not
participants, but as parish leaders. This is the right and
only inform engaged couples of the Church’s teaching
responsibility of all the baptized.
regarding marriage, but would also help them develop the
practical communications and other skills that are part of a
Let’s watch and see how these and other ideas develop in
strong foundation for successful marriage.
the next several months.
A third idea is to create a regular coﬀee/social hour after
the 9:30 AM Sunday Mass during which parishioners with an And if you have an idea that promised to enliven our parish
community, please share it with me.
interesting background or work experience can share this
with other parishioners in a relaxed, informal setting. STM
is blessed with parishioners who are advocates for refugees Fr. Mark
and immigrants, scientists, historians, and labor lawyers;
who are public health oﬃcers, artists, musicians, authors,
and elected oﬃcials; and who are family therapists and
business entrepreneurs. I think many of us would enjoy
listening to them and learning from them over a cup of
coﬀee.
A fourth idea is to have an STM family assume a major
responsibility for the 9:30 AM family Mass. Each week, a
diﬀerent family could work with parish worship staﬀ to
prepare the sanctuary for Eucharist, to compose and oﬀer
the general intercessions, to bring up the gifts and “set the
table” at the Preparation of the Gifts, and, after Mass, to

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up for
classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are
available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more information on the sacraments at STM
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and
Sacraments.”
FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
RCIA NOTES
For those wishing more information on the RCIA process,
those returning to the practice of the Catholic faith, those
currently in another Christian denomination and thinking
about coming into the Catholic Church and those not currently active in any faith tradition ( Christian or not), these
informal information sessions are for you!
Do you feel called to journey along with those who have
expressed a desire to join the Catholic Church? Please
consider a role as a RCIA sponsor. Come to a meeting and
learn more.
RCIA information sessions:
Sunday July 23rd 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday August 27th 10:30-11:45 AM
All sessions will meet in the St. Julie room in the parish
oﬃces.

IT’S RCIA CLASS REUNION TIME!
If you’ve been through the RCIA process or acted as a
Sponsor (or both!) in the past, come join us to celebrate
and discuss where you are now, how we can continue to
walk with you and ideas you may have about the process.
Sunday August 13th 3 PM-5 PM
We’ll meet in the St. Julie Room & STM parish library.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

LITURGY NOTES—
“It is very important to have well-trained and practiced
lectors who can proclaim the word with all the power that
it bears…. Most parishes have recognized the need for
some kind of lector training days or programs.
The task is not just to read words on a page, but to
proclaim to the assembled people of God the good news
of revelation. This requires much more of the proclaimer
than simply reading words. What is supposed to happen
in the Liturgy of the Word is vital human communication….
And communication with a large group is an art that requires the development of skills which many people in our
culture do not possess without training and practice.
Some of these are simply the basic skills of public
speaking, while others involve knowing the word of God
and how to share it.
The ministry of lector requires much of both the lector
and the parish. The lector must be willing to take time for
thorough training and then to prepare carefully each time
he or she is scheduled to proclaim the word of God. The
parish needs to invest adequate time and money to
provide extensive training that will enable lectors to fulﬁll
this ministry eﬀectively.”
From Worshiping Well, by Lawrence E. Mick.

We're in the midst of planning an awesome hiking trip this
August at Panther Creek Falls. Friends, partners, and kids
are all welcome to attend! We'll be sending out more info
about date, time, and logistics but in the meantime, email
Chad with questions at cgpeltier@gmail.com.

YOUTH AND TEEN MINISTRY
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org

EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

EDGE
In-house mission time! Tue 7/25 & Wed 7/26! Open to rising 6th-8th graders!
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-2annual1
Interested in Youth lector & Usher training for Sunday night youth Mass? Come to the workshop!
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-youth16
SAVE THE DATE!!!
EDGE kickoﬀ is Sunday August 20th!
EDGE Retreat at Ignatius House. This is a great way to start the year!
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-youth16
LIFETEEN:
We need teen volunteers to help supervise for in-house mission!
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-2annual1
Interested in Youth lector & Usher training for Sunday night youth Mass? Come to the workshop!
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-youth16

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS AND THE HEALTH CARE DEBATE [cont. from cover]
The bishops encourage faithful Catholics to carefully consider these same Gospel-based criteria in forming their
consciences and to oﬀer feedback to their congressional representatives on this important issue. Accordingly, we ask you
to write or call your congressional representatives:
U.S. Senator Johnny Isakson
202-224- 3643
https://www.isakson.senate.gov/

U.S. Senator David Perdue
202-224-3521
https://www.perdue.senate.gov/

Congressman Hank Johnson, Jr (4th District)
202-225-1605
https://hankjohnson.house.gov/contact-me

Congressman John Lewis (5th District)
202-225-3801
https://johnlewis.house.gov/contact-me/email

For more information on the U.S. bishops’ teaching on health care, go to: http://www.usccb.org/issue s-and-action/faithfulcitizenship/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship-title.cfm; and http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-anddignity/health-care/upload/health-care-comprehensive-care.pdf.
For the complete text of the bishops’ letter to Congress regarding the health care legislation currently under consideration
in the House and Senate, go to: http://www.usccb.org/issue s-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/health-care/letter-to-senateon-health-care-reform-2017-06-01.cfm.

LOYOLA WAU SECONDARY SCHOOL VIDEO
Please watch this video about the Loyola Wau Secondary School in South Sudan, a ministry that STM parishioners are
supporting through a gift this year of $15,000. You can ﬁnd the video at https://youtu.be /EHmjGoVG3nY.

ARCHDIOCESE OFFERS RETREAT FOR ADULT MALE SURVIVORS OF ABUSE
The Archdiocese of Atlanta is oﬀering a 3-day retreat to adult male survivors of sexual abuse at the Carmel Retreat Center
in Hoschton GA from September 15-17. The registration deadline is August 30. For more information, contact Sue Stubbs
at 404-920-7550 or sstubbs@archatl.com. There are also informational materials in the pamphlet racks in the narthex and
posters.

WORLD DAY AGAINST TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS
World Day against Traﬃcking in Persons is July 30th. There are global maps that show the epidemic of human traﬃcking
and report the existence of slavery in countries. Join U.S. Catholic Sisters against Human Traﬃcking by visiting
http://www.sistersagainsttraﬃcking.org/.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
BAPTISM CLASSES
There will be no baptism classes in July or August. Classes
will resume on September 9th.

NEW HOURS
The Parish Oﬃce will be closed between 12:00 and
12:30 PM for lunch.
For the summer, the oﬃce will be closed on Sundays. We
will reopen Sunday, August 6th.

SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, twelve months a year,
year our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool (including 3 yr. olds no
longer enrolled in Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open
15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child(ren)
join us each week. You can focus on mass while they have
fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available. Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

STM PARISHIONER NEEDS PART-TIME HELP AT
HOME
A homebound STM parishioner needs part-time help with
meals, personal care, and housekeeping. No special skills
are required. Paid position. If interested, call Mary at
404-634-5727 for more information.

THIS THURSDAY: THE MONTHLY SOCIAL TOUCH
RUGBY GAME
Meet at 7 PM at St. Thomas More School playing
ﬁeld. Drinks afterwards at the Marlay down the road. All
levels of ﬁtness and teens to seniors welcome.
No prior experience playing Touch Rugby is needed!
Guaranteed fun! For more info contact JP & Lucy
O'Donoghue (jpandlucy@gmail.com).

S FACTOR SERVICE PROJECT
The S Factor is collecting "new" winter coats for Homeless
Veterans.
Anyone wishing to donate a new coat may contact Cass at
404-377-6944 or ccassiecat@aol.com. This service project
is in conjunction with the VA Hospital.

S FACTOR RED,
WHITE AND
BLUE PARTY
Thirty members
of The S Factor
enjoyed great
food catered by
Fox Bros., fun and
fellowship on July 6th. This was the 5th annual Red, White
and Blue party which gets bigger and better each year.
Thanks to all participants and to the 6 members who provided homemade desserts that were described as "divine".

PARISH FINANCE
SECOND COLLECTION
The second collection the weekend of July 29-30 will be a special appeal for the Mission Cooperative Program in our
archdiocese. This year several missionaries, religious orders and (arch) dioceses have been chosen from over 200
applications to take part in this program.

SUMMER VACATION
St. Thomas More wishes you safe travels! Many of our members go on vacation or visit family during the summer months.
Enjoy your trips and we look forward to seeing you when you return! If you have not already done so, please consider signing up at http://www.stmgaparish.org for on-line giving. It’s fast, it’s simple! For those members in town for part or all of the
summer, remember to check out our website for summer activities!

SCHOOL NEWS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Sun. August 6, 3:30-5:30 PM New STM School Family and Kindergarten Pizza and Ice Cream Social in Mulhern Hall.

SCHOOL AND LIBRARY SUMMER HOURS:
STM School oﬃce hours during the summer months are 9:00 AM -1:00 PM Monday through Thursday.

SUMMER USED UNIFORM SALES:
Wed Aug 2 9-1 PM and Sun Aug 6 3:30-5:30 PM (Wed Aug 9 school starts) and Fri Aug 11 8 AM -3 PM
Sales take place in the front entrance area of the gym.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9TH—FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL (NOON DISMISSAL)

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT YOUR CATHOLIC FAITH?
CHECK OUT THE 11TH ANNUAL CATECHIST CONFERENCE
“LIVING AS MISSIONARY DISCIPLES”
Saturday, August 5th 8:00 AM—4:30 PM at Marist High School, 3790 Ashford Dunwoody Rd.
Sponsored by the N Metro, NW and NE Metro & Central Deaneries of Atlanta. Registration now
open at https://cate chistconfe re nce .wordpre ss.com/

YOUNG PEOPLE, THE FAITH, AND VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT
To better understand the lives, attitudes and concerns of young people ages 16-29, the Vatican
has released an online questionnaire in preparation for the 2018 Synod of Bishops on “Young
People, the Faith, and Vocational Discernment.”
Young people from around world are encouraged to take part in this unprecedented opportunity. The questionnaire—available in English, Spanish, French and Italian— is open to any young
person, regardless of faith or religious belief, and can be found on the synod’s oﬃcial site:
youth.synod2018.va/content/synod2018/it.html.

THE FAITHFUL TRAVELERS BUCKET LIST
A great article of destinations with virtual tours as well as a few right here in the US.
https://www.osv.com/OSVNewsweekly/Article/TabId/535/ArtMID/13567/ArticleID/22510/The-FaithfulTraveler%e2%80%99s-bucket-list.aspx

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
Children's Liturgy of the Word needs volunteers on Sunday mornings during the 9:30 AM Mass. Volunteers will be
divided into rotating teams-- this is a three week on, 6 week oﬀ time commitment, September-May. All volunteers must
complete background check and VIRTUS training. For more information, please email Jen Dalmy, je ngosse tt@gmail.com

MEN’S PRAYER/SUPPORT GROUP FORMING
STM adult men who are interested in being part of a small Prayer/support group (6-10 persons) that is presently
forming should email Fr. Mark at: mhorak@stmga.org. At an initial organizational meeting at the church, the participants
will themselves determine how frequently the group will meet, where the group will meet, when the group will meet, and
other logistics.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in the STM chapel Monday through Saturday from 9:00 AM
till 5:30 PM.

POPE FRANCIS’ JULY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Lapsed Christians—That
our brothers and sisters who have strayed from the faith, through our prayer and witness to
Christians
the Gospel, may rediscover the merciful closeness of the Lord and the beauty of the Christian life.

SUMMER – A TIME TO REST AND RETREAT WITH GOD, THE ONE WHO
LOVES YOU MOST.
Come away to Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center for a weekend retreat. Encounter
God and Experience Comfort, Integrity, Peace and Stillness. Summer 2017 Weekend Retreats include:

“My Soul Magniﬁes the Lord ~ A Retreat about Mary” with Fr. Peter E. Fink, SJ
August 10-13
“At the Edge of Waiting: A Contemplative Retreat” Director Carl McColman
August 18-20

Register by Website www.ignatiushouse.org

