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636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
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PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 pm (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

TUE & THURS 
5:30 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 

                   JULY 17, 2016 | 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

In this election year, conscientious Catholics will want to consider the Church’s 
rich tradition of teaching and promoting that social justice which is rooted in the 
Scriptures. In deciding which candidates to support, we encourage parishioners 
to study this tradition and allow it to influence your choices.  For instance  
consider the following excerpt from the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops report, “Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges and Directions:" 

Catholic social teaching is a central and essential element of our faith. Its roots 
are in the Hebrew prophets who announced God's special love for the poor and 
called God's people to a covenant of love and justice. It is a teaching founded on 
the life and words of Jesus Christ, who came "to bring glad tidings to the poor . . . 
liberty to captives . . . recovery of sight to the blind" (Lk 4:18-19), and who  
identified himself with "the least of these," the hungry and the stranger (cf. Mt 
25:45). Catholic social teaching is built on a commitment to the poor. This  
commitment arises from our experiences of Christ in the Eucharist. 

"Catholic social teaching is a central and essential element of our faith." 

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church explains, "To receive in truth the Body 
and Blood of Christ given up for us, we must recognize Christ in the poorest, his 
brethren" (no. 1397). 

Catholic social teaching emerges from the truth of what God has revealed to us 
about himself. We believe in the triune God whose very nature is communal and 
social. God the Father sends his only Son Jesus Christ and shares the Holy Spirit 
as his gift of love. God reveals himself to us as one who is not alone, but rather as 
one who is relational, one who is Trinity. Therefore, we who are made in God's 
image share this communal, social nature. We are called to reach out and to 
build relationships of love and justice. 

Catholic social teaching is based on and inseparable from our understanding of 
human life and human dignity. Every human being is created in the image of God 
and redeemed by Jesus Christ, and therefore is invaluable and worthy of respect 
as a member of the human family. Every person, from the moment of conception 
to natural death, has inherent dignity and a right to life consistent with that  
dignity. Human dignity comes from God, not from any human quality or  
accomplishment. 

Our commitment to the Catholic social mission must be rooted in and  
strengthened by our spiritual lives. In our relationship with God we experience 
the conversion of heart that is necessary to truly love one another as God has 
loved us. 

For more on the Church’s teaching on social justice, go to:  www.USCCB.org. 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the 
people of St. Thomas More will remember the following 
persons along with all the living and dead.  We encour-
age parishioners to say the names of deceased loved 
ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited 
to do so by the presider.  
 
SUNDAY, July 17, 2016 
9:30 AM Robert A. O’Malley † 
 
MONDAY, July 18, 2016 
5:30 PM Marjorie White † 
 
TUESDAY, July 19, 2016 
5:30 PM Arthur S. O’Malley † 
  
WEDNESDAY, July 20, 2016 
7:00 PM Richard McNeece † 
  
THURSDAY, July 21, 2016 
5:30 PM Al and Nancy Nork † 
  
FRIDAY, July 22, 2016 
5:30 PM Dennis O’Toole † 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Mike Allain 
 
Pray for those who have recently died: 
Joni Warrington 
 
Pray for those recently baptized:  
Esperanza Rose Johnson daughter of Melissa and 
Joshua Johnson 
Tyler Grace Martha daughter of Jennifer and Chris 
Martha 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact  
Charlotte Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or 
have the express permission of the one to be  
remembered. 
  
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
  
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the  
narthex.  Parishioners will remember these each time 
we gather for Eucharist.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Carol Palmer, Financial Administrator 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Joe Messina, Director of Music  & Liturgy 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Shelly and Mr. Shon Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

KEEP IN MIND 

SUNDAY BULLETIN 
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to  
bulletin@stmga.org.  

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  
We invite you to join our parish.  We will be richer for your 
presence and participation.   
On-line registration is available at: www.stmga.org.  
For more information about membership and  
registration, Contact Marie Diebold at: 
mdiebold@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 

PARKING AT STM 
Plentiful off-street parking is available behind the church 
with access from W. Trinity Place.  Limited off-street  
parking is available in front of the church with access from 
W. Ponce de Leon Ave. 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mdiebold@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

Two things to share with you this 
week: 

First, I have been very heartened 
by the generous response of so 
many parishioners to my call in the 
June 19 bulletin for more  
Eucharistic Ministers, especially 
those who are willing to visit the 
homebound and the sick in local hospitals. Many 
parishioners have come forward and have  
volunteered to help with this. I have referred all of 
these persons to Joe Messina, our Director of  
Worship, and he and others who are involved in this 
ministry will be arranging for these new volunteers 
to get the necessary training and to undergo the 
background checks required under Archdiocesan 
policy. 

As I have said many times before, this is a very  
important ministry of the parish. Celebrating  
Eucharist together on Sundays is the most  
important work we do at STM. The Eucharistic  
Ministers who visit the sick and homebound make it 
possible for them to join us in sharing the same the 
Body and Blood of the Lord. 

Second, every Catholic parish is expected to have a 
Finance Council composed of lay parishioners who 
can advise the pastor on the finances of the parish, 
including the preparation of annual budgets for the 
parish, and who can assist him in closely and  
regularly monitoring parish revenues and expenses. 

We have such a Finance Council here at STM, and 
the members of the council have done a wonderful 
service over the years helping the pastor use  
parishioners’ financial gifts wisely and prudently to 
further the work of the parish. 

The by-laws of our STM Finance Council require that 
the Council be composed of at least six members, 
that members serve terms of three years (with the 
possibility of appointment to a second three-year 
term), and that these members be selected and  
appointed by the pastor. The pastor, the president 
of the Parish Pastoral Council, the school principal, 

and the parish’s business manager are non-voting 
ex-officio members of the Council, and the pastor 
has the right to override any recommendation by 
the Council. 

The Council meets at least quarterly, but more often 
if the interest of the parish demands it. 

I am recruiting at least four new members for the 
Finance Council who can begin their terms on  
September 1. Qualified candidates are persons who 
have been registered parishioners at STM for at 
least one full year, who participate in Sunday  
Eucharist regularly and who are otherwise active in 
the parish, and who have significant experience or 
education in finance, banking, business, or some 
other relevant field. 

If you want to volunteer to serve in this important 
capacity, please send me an email with a brief  
description of your qualifications. I will give your 
offer serious consideration. 

Thank you, and enjoy the rest of your summer. 

Fr. Mark 

 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Alex Brown at 912-713-2518 or Kirsten Wehner at  
404-579-0130, or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com  
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A CATHOLIC? 
If you are interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a 
Catholic, contact Fr. Pat Earl at: pearl@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  For more information on the process of becoming 
a Catholic, go to: www.stmga.org, and click on “Religious Education 
and Faith Formation.” 

RCIA PROGRAM AT STM 
Carl and Fran McColman, parishioners at STM, have agreed to 
serve as co-directors of our RCIA program for the coming 
year.  RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is the Church’s 
program to initiate persons who are not Catholic into the Catholic 
community.  The program involves instruction, community service, 
and private and common prayer.  For those persons who have not 
yet been baptized, the program culminates with their baptism  
during the Easter Vigil service.  Carl and Fran themselves became 
Catholics through participation in the RCIA program, so they are 
very well-situated to serve as co-directors of our program. 
 
Fran is an educator with the Dekalb County school system, and 
Carl teaches and writes about prayer and spirituality. He is  
associated with the monastery in Conyers and has assisted with 
programs at the Ignatius House retreat center which the Jesuits 
sponsor. 
 
We encourage parishioners who may be interested in  
accompanying participants in our RCIA program on their faith  
journey to contact Carl or Fran at the parish offices, or Michele 
McHale-Pickard, our Director of Religious Education and Faith  
Formation, or Fr. Pat Earl,  who serves as the Jesuit advisor to our 
parish adult education programs. RCIA works best when  
parishioners take an active part in welcoming persons to the  
Catholic  community.  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 

Sun July 17 Prolife Rosary 10:30 AM Adoration Chapel 

Wed July 20 YAM Small Group Discussion 7:00 PM Youth Room 

Wed July 20 Lifeteen Music Practice   7:00 PM Church   

Wed July 20 STM Basketball Camp  7:00 PM Gym 

Wed July 20 Book Club 7:00 PM Ann Dugan’s House 

Wed July 20  S Factor Lunch 12:00 PM  Sapori de Napoli 

Thu July 21 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Sat July 23 Merton Group 11:00 AM St. Julie Room 

Sun July 24 Prolife Rosary 10:30 AM Adoration Chapel 

Sun  July 24 Lifeteen Music Practice   4:00 PM Church   

Wed July 27 Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home 
or in the hospital. The sacrament is not only for 
those close to death, but also for those who are 
seriously ill or infirm and in need of the  
community’s prayers and support. The anointing 
can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele  
McHale-Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons presenting a child 
for baptism may be required to participate in a 
short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST  

EUCHARIST, AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the  
Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation for the 
first time, or to be confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips 
at ephillips@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-
Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be  
married at St. Thomas More will be required to  
participate in a marriage preparation program.  
For more information on the sacraments at STM 
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

LITURGY NOTES 
“This part of the entrance rite presents the most 
problems and suffers from the greatest  
misunderstanding of all the introductory  
elements.  Much of the confusion is  
understandable, because the rite itself is a bit  
confused….  This part of the rite is not intended to 
be a recital of our sins….  The purpose of the rites 
is to remind us of God’s mercy and to praise Christ 
who has achieved our salvation….  The phrase 
“Lord, have mercy” is a cry for God’s continued 
love.  The focus is not on our sinfulness, but on 
God’s love…. For the rite to work in practice, it is 
essential that presiders and planners avoid any 
suggestion that this is the time to examine our  
consciences and confess our sins..”    
From Worshiping Well, by Lawrence E. Mick.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:pearl@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

     TEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)    

   Mrs. McP is looking for high school volunteers to help with the in-house mission July 26 & 27.  Sign up here:  
  http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-2annual1  
 

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 
  EDGE Mission Trip —  July 17-22  
  STM in-house mission — SAVE the Date!  July 26th & 27th! Visit www.stmgaparish.org to sign up. 
 

  

PARISH FINANCES 

In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
Parish Offertory Goal $30,288.00  
 
July 2-3, 2016 Offertory $19,793.96   
Online    $11,777.00   
Total     $31,570.96   
   
 
 
 

 
Do you have an insurance policy you no longer need?  
 
Donate it to the parish endowment fund. 
The process is simple and it will help the 
parish for many years to come. You will 
receive a nice tax deduction based on the 
cash value in the policy. For details contact: 
Juliet Greco at The Catholic Foundation of 
North Georgia: jgreco@cfnga.org or  
404-497-9440. More estate planning ideas 
are available at www.cfngalegacy.org 



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

ATTENTION SENIOR ADULTS  

If you ride the STM bus to Mass on Saturday 
evenings, on Saturday July 23rd the bus WILL NOT BE  
PICKING YOU UP FOR THE 5:30 PM MASS. 
The bus WILL PICK YOU UP SUNDAY, July 24th FOR THE 
5:30 PM MASS. 

 

SUNDAY NURSERY  

Our Sunday Nursery for ages 3 months - preschool is open 
every Sunday throughout the summer during our 9:30 AM 
and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes before each 
mass. Please have your child(ren) join us this summer. You 
can focus on mass while they have fun and play in a safe 
place! Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary 
Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  
 

MEN’S CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH 

Take a break away from the busy summer schedule and  
attend a CRHP weekend on July 23rd & 24th. Come spend 
some quality time with other men of the parish and draw 
closer to your faith. Registrations are in the narthex (bright 
orange so you can’t miss them) and also available on the 
STM web site under Adult Faith and then click on CRHP. If 
you would like to register or need more information  
contact Meril at merilmathew84@yahoo.com or  
408-623-6272 
 

CATECHISTS NEEDED  

We are looking for catechists for our Religious Education 
program starting this fall. We specifically need lead  
teachers for the 3 yr. old and 4 yr. old classes, a  
kindergarten lead teacher and a few assistant  
teachers.  Please email ephillips@stmga.org if you are  
interested. 
 
 

YAM SERVICE PROJECT 

Apple-picking with Concrete Jungle on Monday, July 18th at 
5:45pm (meet in the back parking lot of STM for  
carpool). Concrete Jungle is an Atlanta-based organization 
that transforms overlooked and underutilized fruit trees 
and land into a year-round fresh food source for Atlanta’s 
food banks, shelters and people in need. We'll be picking 
apples in the Decatur/Candler Park area. Kids are welcome! 
We'll grab dinner afterwards. If you need to leave early or 
come late, just let us know. Wear comfortable walking 
shoes and clothes you don't mind getting dirty. RSVP at 
thomasmore.yam@gmail.com or 404-579-0130. 
 

SISTER ACT COMING TO STM  

The cast has been chosen and the STM Theatre Ministry is 
gearing up to entertain us with the play Sister Act.  The play 
will be presented the weekends of Oct 7th, 8th & 9th and 
Oct 14th, 15th and 16th.  If you would like to get involved 
behind the scenes, help with concessions, work with  
costumes, or help in any other way please contact Joe  
Messina at 404-378-4588 X 120 or email  
jmessina@stmga.org 
 

SAVE THE DATE –  AUGUST 21ST 5:30 PM 

Rev. Gregory J. Boyle, S.J. will preside 
over the 5:30 PM mass on Sunday  
August 21st and will then speak in  
Mulhern Hall. Father Boyle is the 
founder and executive director of 
Homeboy Industries.  

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

JOB OPENING AT CRISTO REY ATLANTA JESUIT HIGH SCHOOL 
Cristo Rey is seeking an Assistant Coordinator for the Corporate Work Study Program (CWSP). As a member of the CWSP team, 
you will interact with students, school personnel, and business leaders to execute the Cristo Rey Work Study  
Program model alongside CWSP staff. For more information, please visit www.cristoreyatlanta.org. 

GOLDEN/DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS 
Sat., Oct. 1; 12 p.m.; St. Brigid Church, 3400 Old Alabama Road, Johns Creek. Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory would like to 
honor couples married in 1966 and 1956 with an invitation to a Golden/Diamond Wedding Anniversary Mass. A reception 
will follow the Mass for the anniversary couples and their families. Space is limited. Contact: http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass 
to RSVP for this event and for additional information. 

PATH CARE 
There is forgiveness, hope and healing after an abortion. Please know you are not alone. If you or a loved one has been 
touched by abortion there is help. PATH (Post Abortion Treatment and Healing) is a nonprofit organization that works 
with post-abortive women and men through Bible studies and Rachel’s Vineyard retreats that help lead to wholeness and 
healing. Compassionate, non-judgmental, confidential care is available. Contact: Mary Ann McNeil at 404-717-5557 or 
pathmcneil@gmail.com or visit www.healingafterabortion.org.  

mailto:merilmathew84@yahoo.com


PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTIONS 

Universal: Indigenous Peoples 
That indigenous peoples, whose identity and very  
existence are threatened, will be shown due respect. 
 
Evangelization: Latin America and the Caribbean 
That the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean, by 
means of her mission to the continent, may announce the 
Gospel with renewed vigor and enthusiasm.  

ST. IGNATIUS AND THE FIRST COMPANIONS  
July 20th Day of Reflection from 9am – 3 pm  
How do our companions shape our life’s passions?  
Beginning as college roommates, Ignatius and his  
companions were friends with one another, rooted in their 
common friendship with Jesus Christ. From this was born a 
missionary enterprise to help all the cultures and peoples 
of the world to know our gracious God. At this day of  
reflection you will dive into the story of Ignatius and his 
companions. Like them, you too will be invited to get to 
know Jesus more deeply as your friend.  
Director Fr. Brent Otto, SJ leads the day in prayer and  
reflection. A light breakfast and delicious lunch are  
included with ample quiet time. Cost $45.  
Register online at www.ignatiushouse.org or Phone us at 
404-255-0503 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES 

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE: EDUCATION 

IN EMERGENCIES CANNOT WAIT 

Jesuit Refugee Service operates education programming 
in more than 38 countries serving more than 141,000  
refugees and displaced persons. JRS has observed that 
education provides stability and a sense of normalcy, and 
acts as a form of vital psychosocial support to youth 
whose lives have been affected by crisis. Learn more by 
visiting http://www.jrsusa.org/ 

KEEP STM IN MIND DURING SUMMER TRAVELS 

Have fun on your summer vacations! We know you’ll be 
out of town for a few Sundays this summer.  But that 
doesn’t mean you can’t participate through your regular 
tithes. You are more than welcome to either mail or bring 
your offertory by the parish office.  Or you can use an 
Online Giving account.  You can contribute from wherever 
you are or you can even set up payments in advance if 
you like!  And when you give online, it helps us make our 
budget, even when attendance is low. Visit our website at 
www.stmgaparish.org and click on the green icon for the 
Online Giving link. Any questions, contact Marie Diebold at  
404-378-4588 x112 or mdiebold@stmga.org. 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

What we used to call “Last Rites” we now refer to as the 
“Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.”  This sacrament, 
which can be offered repeatedly, is for persons who are 
suffering from serious or chronic illness, or who are facing 
impending surgery or other medical procedures.  The  
sacrament is meant to be a place where the individual can 
experience the healing, comforting presence of Jesus in 
and through the action of the priest.  If you would like to 
receive the sacrament, call the parish offices and speak 
with the priest on duty.  

 

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

PARISH REMINDERS 

WELCOME TO THE PARISH 
 

Will & Kathleen Bowen & Family 
Alvaro & Cari Alonso & Family 

Kestas Masanauskas  
Claudia Escobedo Piedra 

Elizabeth Kinsel 
Thomas & Eileen Adamson 

Blake & Jessica Golden 
Margaret Mann 

John & Chantel Lanier 
Cal & Pat Leipold 

Tolu & Francisca Ajayi 
Carl & Frances McColman 

Dana Fugaro 
Ron & Jeanne George 

Jason & Traci Zimmerman & Family 
Frances Collins Dusseault 
Feaster & Marilyn Speer 

Kathleen Haines 
Patrick Klan 


