
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Summer Hours (end 8/5/19) 
Mon. - Thurs.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 
Fri. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
5:30 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 
appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         July 21, 2019—16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

IGNAGIAN RETREATS  
Retreats at STM this Fall.  
See page 7 for details.  

CATECHISTS NEEDED  

For details, see page 5 and a  
special invitation from Kathleen  

and Edwin Link on page 3. 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Monday, July 22         Rita Pope † 
Tuesday, July 23  Thomas Gorry † 
Wednesday, July 24 Susan Gorry † 
Thursday, July 25 Janet Painter   
Friday, July 26  Patty Gorry  

Please pray for those who have died: 
Mary Rose Daniel, parishioner 
Amelia Ocampo, mother of parishioner Edna Larson  
James Truax  
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
 

Wed., July 24  Centering Prayer Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—St. Julie Room 
    
Fri., July 26  Summer Solidarity Supper / Movie Night 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM—St. Julie Room  
 
Sat., July 27  Merton Book Group 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM—St. Julie Room   
 
Wed., July 31  Centering Prayer Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—St. Julie Room  
 
        

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti  
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie  
Whitcomb.  
Contact: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket 
during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices  
during normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

In place of Fr. Mark’s usual column, Kathleen and Edwin Link,  
STM parishioners, offer a reflection. 

About two years ago, my husband, Edwin, and I were on a 
date at a restaurant in downtown Decatur. I looked at him 
over dinner and abruptly asked, “What do you think about 
teaching Sunday school?” Of course, after 13 years of being 
married to me, he was smart enough to know I really 
meant, “I want to teach Sunday school, and I think you 
should do it with me.” And so we did. 

Now, after having had the absolute pleasure of teaching 
the 5th grade Religious Education class at STM for the last 2 
years, we both agree it was one of the best decisions we 
have made. In attempting to “teach” the 10 and 11 year 
olds that came through our class, we quickly realized that 
we were the ones on the receiving end of knowledge. Their 
questions, perspectives, and natural curiosity about God 
and our Church challenged us to more deeply explore our 
own faith.  

We told our students on the first day of class that our  
number one goal was for them to walk out of the class at 
the end of the year knowing that they can have a personal 
relationship with Jesus; that they do and will encounter  
Jesus every single day. We told them that if they learned 
something about the Sacraments and the Commandments 
and some Bible stories along the way then that would be 
great, too.  

It’s hard to gauge the impact that our classes and lessons 
had on the 5th graders. We do know that the impact that 
the students had on us was substantial. And we are ready 
to share that impact with all who are willing to join us!  

This year we have been asked to help and support the  
catechists at STM. We will be providing trainings and  
support for all of our volunteers throughout the year. We 
will assist with everything from creating developmentally 
appropriate lessons to general classroom management. 
We will offer ongoing coaching and development  
throughout the year, and we will be present every Sunday 
to observe and assist as needed. Our catechists will not be 
going it alone! 

We are thrilled that our parish is making this commitment 
and investment in our Religious Education program. Our 
hope is that the catechists at STM will be able to truly enjoy 
their time with the students. When we have enthusiastic 
and engaged teachers, we will have equally happy stu-
dents! We want the children of our parish to look forward 
to their RE classes every week. 

 

This year we will be encouraging the catechists to put an 
emphasis on exploring our faith alongside the students 
and even allowing the students' questions and curiosity 
about the Church to guide discussions and lessons. There 
will be a book that catechists can choose to use to  
whatever extent they feel is appropriate within their  
classrooms. The bottom line is that we want the students 
to develop an understanding of Jesus' love for them and 
how they can spread that love in their own communities.  

In order to make our Religious Education program as 
strong and effective as possible, we need a minimum of 30 
volunteers to join us. We need you! We need caring adults 
who don’t necessarily know everything but are willing to 
engage with our young people, search for answers  
together, and put our faith into action.  

Please consider taking this chance with us. There will be an 
information session in the church on August 18 after the 
9:30am Mass. In the meantime, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to us at katsoss@yahoo.com or 404-754-2621 
with any questions. 

You will not regret saying yes to this wonderful ministry. 
Our children deserve our best efforts. We look forward to 
hearing from and working with many of you soon! 

Kathleen and Edwin Link 
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RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

SECOND COLLECTION  
STM St Vincent de Paul—The second collection the  
weekends of July 20-21 and August 17-18 supports the 
activities of STM’s St. Vincent de Paul Society on behalf 
of the poor in our local area.  

PARISH FINANCES 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE UPDATE 
At the beginning of June, the social justice committee led a  
guided Examen at all Masses in order to receive prayerful  
feedback on pertinent issues our parish could focus efforts on 
this fiscal year. We are grateful for the intentional participation 
and contributions from so many parishioners. There were a  
variety of issues suggested that highlight the heart and passion 
alive in our parish! 
 
There was a significant emphasis on two issues that our  
committee has thus decided to focus on this year: continuing to 
highlight immigrants and refugees, as well as homelessness and 
its causes. Our education and advocacy subcommittee has an 
open meeting every other month that all parishioners are  
invited to attend. If you are interested in working on these  
issues this year, please join us for our next open  
meeting Sunday, August 11th at 7:00 PM in the parish library. 

 
HOST/JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS FOR DECATUR DINNERS  

Sign up to be a guest or a host for Decatur Dinners on August 
25, 2019.  Join the conversation on race and equity when we 
have 100 dinners in one night in Decatur. We’ll meet in homes, 
community centers, restaurants and places of worship. Young 
people, parents and community members are invited to share 
stories and make connections with others who want to see  
Decatur bridge its racial divides, and we need your voice at the 
table! Go to  www.DecaturDinners.com  to sign up and learn 
more about this first in the nation event.  
 
Note: We will be hosting two tables here at STM for the Decatur  
Dinners event.  
 

STM SOCIAL JUSTICE SERIES  
Join us for one or all three parts of our summer social justice 
series exploring the history of racial injustice in America:  

 July 26: Solidarity Supper with a viewing of the film, "An Out-
rage."  

 July 27: Trip to Montgomery, AL to visit the Legacy Museum 
and National Memorial for Peace and Justice.  

 August 1 - September 5: Book study on "The Cross and the 
Lynching Tree."  
 
Visit the parish website to register. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

CATECHISTS NEEDED  
We need YOU!! Our Religious Education program is looking for catechists for the 2019-20 year! These PreK-5th grade  
classes meet on Sunday mornings from 10:40 AM-11:35 AM throughout the school year. If you are interested in  
volunteering or have questions about the opportunity please contact Kathleen Link at katsoss@yahoo.com. There will be 
an information session in the church on August 18 after the 9:30 Mass to learn more about this important and exciting 
ministry!  
 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR RELIGIOUS ED, STM YOUTH AND AS ONE FAMILY 
Registration for Religious Education/Faith Formation is open for all ages, including our new As One Family program. Visit 
the parish website to register your family and make the registration payment (required at the time of registration). Start 
dates are TBD. Please contact Stewart Voegtlin at svoegtlin@stmga.org if you have questions.  
 

Religious Education (Grades Pre-K - Grade 5)  
Fee is $75 for the first child, $50 each additional. Meets Sundays after the 9:30 AM Mass  
 

STM Youth (Grades 6-12)  
Fee is $75 per youth. Meets on Sundays twice per month (3:30-5:15 PM for grades 6-8; 6:30-8:15 PM for grades 9-12). 
Dinner served from 5:30-6:30 PM.  
 

As One Family (Adults and Children of all ages)  
Fee is $35 per person aged 5 and older. Meets every other Sunday after the 5:30 PM Mass. Includes a meal.  
 
Our new whole family catechesis program invites families and individuals of all ages to share a meal while reflecting together on 
the Sunday readings. You can even register if you don’t have young children! For children, this is an alternative option to the  
traditional RE program.  

 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab. youth@stmga.org 

CRISTO REY ATLANTA JESUIT HIGH SCHOOL LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS 
Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School is looking for volunteers to mentor incoming 9th grade students this school year.  
Mentoring is a wonderful opportunity for college graduates and corporate professionals to make a real impact in the life of 
a student who may be the first in their immediate family who intends to attend college after graduating high school. 
Mentors are asked to commit to one full school year, with the hopes that the relationship will continue for the student ’s 
full high school education. Mentors should plan to keep in contact by text or email once a week, meet in person once  
every 4-6 weeks, and attend school sponsored extracurricular activities in which their student participates. For more  
information or to apply to be a mentor, please look at the Cristo Rey website, http://www.cristoreyatlanta.org/Volunteer/
Mentor-a-Student or contact Ann Curvin at acurvin@cristoreyatlanta.org.  
 

DINNER & BINGO—JULY 25  
July 25 at 7:30 PM, doors open at 6:30 PM, All Saints Catholic Church  2443 Mt. Vernon Rd. Dunwoody, GA 30338  
Everyone is invited, and Fun for All Ages. $15 admission includes 10 Games. Over $1,000 in cash prizes, with Optional 
50/50 Split the Pot. Complimentary food:  Food Selection for July, will be: A Sausage Splash. Beer and wine for $3 each.  
Soft drinks and water $1. All Proceeds go to Knights of Columbus Charities. Limited to the First 175 People 
 

MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST FOR WOMEN  

Sat., Aug. 10; 9:30 AM-12 PM; Holy Cross Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta.  
Father Joseph Mullakkara, MSFS, missionary priest and promoter of the spirituality of St. Francis de Sales, will be the guest 
speaker at the Magnificat meal. All women are invited. Cost is $20 per person. Reservations are made in advance. Check-in 
is at the door. Send name, address and contact information by Aug. 5 with check payable to Magnificat Joyful Visitation to 
Debbie DuPont, 315 Rose Court, SW, Lilburn, GA 30047. Request an online invitation by sending an email to 
joyfulvisitation@gmail.com. Contact: Debbie DuPont at 770-696-6216.  
 

A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY TO PORTUGAL  

The Maryland and USA Northeast Provinces of the Society of Jesus are excited to announce that they will be sponsoring an 
11-day pilgrimage to Portugal from October 21-31. The pilgrimage will visit sites including Fatima, Coimbra, Braga, Lisbon 
and more. Fr. Rudy Casals, SJ, will serve as the spiritual director for the pilgrimage. Learn more about this upcoming with 
those you think may be interested by visiting bit.ly/casalsportuga  

http://www.cristoreyatlanta.org/Volunteer/Mentor-a-Student
http://www.cristoreyatlanta.org/Volunteer/Mentor-a-Student
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SCHOOL NEWS 

PARISH LIFE 
 

 

FR PAT EARL’S FAREWELL RECEPTION  
 
Fr. Pat’s farewell reception was a 
success. We wish him all the best! 
You can contact him at: 
Fr. Pat Earl, S.J. 
Holy Trinity Church 
3513 N St., NW 
Washington, DC 20007-2622 
Email:  pearl@jesuits.org  
 

BEFIKIR ASTIL RECEIVED INTO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH  
Befikir Astil, who has 
been attending STM 
with his family for 
several years, was 
formally received 
into the Catholic 
Church on Monday, 
July 8, after a simple 
profession of 
faith.  Befikir was 
baptized and raised 
in the Ethiopian  
Orthodox Church. 

When Befikir was received, he was accompanied by his  
family: wife Mesrak Nadew; children Brook, Kidus, and  
Helina; and mother-in law Mulu Gindaba.  

ARCHDIOCESE TO TRAIN MARRIAGE CASE  

SPONSORS AND ADVOCATES  
The Metropolitan Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Atlanta, 
which, among other things, reviews and decides petitions for  
annulments of marriages, is inviting persons who would like 
to serve as Case Sponsors and Tribunal Advocates to  
participate in trainings offered this fall.  Case Sponsors and 
Tribunal Advocates help persons who seeking an annulment 
to prepare a petition that is complete and acceptable for 
processing.  In addition, Tribunal Advocates represent  
persons before the Tribunal and keep petitioners apprised 
of developments in his/her case.  
 

These are wonderful ministries that provide an important  
service to persons in need.  Parishioners who wish to serve 
and be trained as Case Sponsors should contact: 
Fr. Mark (mhorak@stmga.org) or  
Richard Joseph (richardjohnjoseph@msn.com)  
for more information.   
 
Persons who would like to serve and be trained as Tribunal 
Advocates should contact:  
Christine DiMartino (cdimartino@archatl.com).  

 

 

SEARCHING FOR ADDITIONAL SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS 

AND AFTERCARE STAFF AT ST THOMAS MORE 

Do you love teaching kids? St. Thomas More School is 
searching for additional substitute teachers.  Training  
sessions at the Archdiocese and at the school are required 
before you can join our Sub List. For more details, please 
contact Ginny Henry at 404-373-8456, ext. 146 or  
ghenry@stmga.org. 
 

We also are looking for additional Aftercare Staff.   
Qualified high school seniors, college students or adults 
who are interested in working after school to assist  
students with activities and homework Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday from 2:45-6 PM and Wednesdays from 
2-6 PM may apply.  For more information, please contact 
Kim Kissell at 404-373-8456, ext. 101 or  
kkissell@stmga.org. 

STM FEATURED IN ATLANTA SCHOOL GUIDE 

Check us out in the Atlanta 
School Guide - Summer/Fall 2019 
edition where STM is featured on 
several pages. You can pick up a 
hard copy at various locations in 
Atlanta or check it out online at 
www.AtlantaSchoolGuide.com.  
Read “The Benefits of Catholic 
Schools” feature on page 30 
(where our retired principal, Jerry 
Raymond, is quoted), see the 
write-up about our school on 
page 36, and check out our ad 
on page 61. In addition, if you 
know someone who is consider-
ing STM for their student, feel 
free to share! 

 

 

STM SCHOOL OFFICE SUMMER HOURS:   

Monday—Thursday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

 

 

mailto:ghenry@stmga.org
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YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC?  
Would you like to become a Catholic? Or simply learn more about the Catholic faith? 
If so, then come to our RCIA Inquirer Meetings. Each meeting we will have a friendly 
and honest conversation about a different aspect of Catholic Christianity. There is no 
cost, no obligation, and refreshments will be served! 
 

We'll meet on August 4, August 18, and September 8. You may start attending at any 
time. We meet in the St. Julie Room, behind the parish library, from 10:45 to 11:45 AM. For more information about these 
meetings or general questions about RCIA, please email Fran & Carl McColman, RCIA coordinators rcia@stmga.org. 
 

BOOK STUDY: BUILDING A BRIDGE BY JAMES MARTIN, SJ  
Sundays, 4-5:30 PM beginning July 28  
Join our book study as we read and discuss the book Building a Bridge: How the Catholic Church and the 
LGBT Community Can Enter into a Relationship of Respect, Compassion, and Sensitivity. There is limited space 
so please register: bit.ly/stmbridge  
 

2 NIGHT RETREAT: AN EXPLORATION OF ST. IGNATIUS LOYOLA AND IGNATIAN  

SPIRITUALITY   
Friday, July 26 to Sunday, July 28 at Ignatius House 
Directed by Fr. Joe Lingan, SJ. A Retreat which highlights and celebrates the life and spirituality of St.  
Ignatius Loyola. This is a silent retreat. Retreatants are expected to maintain a sacred silence throughout the  
retreat, including at meals, unless otherwise noted. wwwignatiushouse.org 
 

DAY OF REFLECTION: FEAST DAY OF ST. IGNATIUS  
Wednesday, July 31 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Ignatius House 
Directed by Fr. Joe Lingan, SJ. Come away to Ignatius House for a day of prayer and reflection. Refreshment awaits you for 
your body, mind, and spirit. 
 

A director leads prayer and contemplation for this Day of Reflection on the Feast Day of Saint Ignatius, and will present 
you with sacred words to ponder and pray.  ignatiushouse.org 
 

We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered  
parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire.  
 

BOOK STUDY: INTRODUCTION TO CATHOLICISM 
Discuss Lawrence Cunningham’s book, Introduction to Catholicism, with Fr Mark. Participants must purchase the book 
ahead of time. Aug. 7 - Oct. 9, Wednesdays, 7:30 PM. Space is limited. Register now: bit.ly/stmfall19book  
 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY RETURNS TO STM!  

August 29 - October 24, Thursdays at 7pm  
How, as Christians, are we supposed to handle money and personal finance? Join our Financial Peace University group for 
a 9-week course to learn how to beat debt and make a plan for the future for your family. This program will offer you 
tools, insights, and scenarios for simple budgeting, fighting debt, planning for retirement, real estate, and using insurance. 
Course fee: $109 per family (includes workbook, online budgeting tool, online videos). Register now at fpu.com/1089368  
 

IGNATIAN RETREATS AT STM  
In collaboration with Ignatius House, St. Thomas More will begin offering Ignatian style directed retreats beginning this 
fall. These retreats will occur “in everyday life”, meaning retreatants will commit to at least 30 minutes of prayer time each 
day at home and meet periodically with a spiritual director with whom they will share their prayer and receive suggestions 
for prayer. The next 8-day retreat will be Sept. 29-Oct. 5 ($75). We will also be offering the full Spiritual Exercises of St. 
Ignatius, done over the course of 8 months (has specific prerequisites and requires an application). Learn more at  
stmgaparish.org/ignatianretreats  
 

MORE THEOLOGY CLASSES FOR FALL 
Each semester MORE Theology offers classes on theology, history, and spirituality. Visit the parish website to register. 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Wed., July 31— Holy Happy Hour, the Feast of St Ignatius. 7:00 PM at Big Tex.  
 

Sat., Sept. 14—from 9am-3pm—YAM Fall Retreat at Ignatius House 

http://bit.ly/stmbridge

