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         July 22, 2018—16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

    

  THANKS TO OUR MINISTERS TO THE  

   SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
Many thanks to the more than 40 STM parishioners who visit and take  
Eucharist to the sick and homebound in our parish.  Not only do they visit 
the homes of many of our sick and homebound parishioners, they also 
make regular visits to area hospitals, including Emory Hospital - Clifton 
Road, Dekalb Medical Center, and Children's Health Care of Atlanta at 
Egleston.  Special thanks to Richard White and Cecelia Shannon who have 
led and grown this important ministry for several years.   
 
In the course of a typical month, these ministers visit as many as 485  
persons, never seeking attention for themselves. 

 

  

       STM R.C.I.A. IS IN  

     NEED OF SPONSORS  

The R.C.I.A. team will be available 
in the St. Julie Room after the 9:30 
AM Mass on July 29. We would 
love to meet anyone who has a 
willingness to sponsor.  

 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. Thomas More will 
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead.  We  
encourage parishioners to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud  
during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Monday, July 23  David Wells † 

Tuesday, July 24  Holy Souls † 

Wednesday, July 25  Franz Strangle † 

Thursday, July 26 Anna Martinez †  

Friday, July 27  Thomas Mathews † 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Baby Memphis Ernst  
Jillian Doyle  
Stephen Duga  
Vickie Schultz  
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an 
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the 

express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory  
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish 
offices during normal business hours.  

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 

Wed. July 25 S Factor Lunch—11:00 AM—Sprig 
   Bridge—2:00 PM—Parish Library 
 
Thurs., July 26 Men’s Basketball—8:00 PM—Gym 
 
Sat., July 28  Merton Group—11:00 AM—St. Julie Room 
 
Sun., July 29 RCIA—10:00 AM—St. Julie Room  
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti 
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie 
Whitcomb 

JOIN OUR PARISH 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

Reprinted from the 7/3/17 bulletin 

From the Pastor… 

When summer arrives and 
school is out, many St. Thomas 
More parents shift their 
thoughts from getting the kids 
to school on time to keeping 
kids entertained and active 
during the summer months.  
Many parents no doubt spend considerable time  
pondering where to go and what to do for the 
family vacation. 

All of us, whether parents or not, surely have  
memories of our own family vacations: Mom and 
Dad packing us and all our gear into the family 
station wagon (not an SUV, but a real station  
wagon; and not a Volvo or Honda or Toyota, but a 
Ford or Chevy); trekking to the beach or the 
mountains or Grandma’s house for a week or two; 
stopping far too often along the way for bathroom 
breaks at gas stations (Dad steaming more than 
the car’s radiator); eating a real sit-down lunch at 
a roadside diner or, more likely, having a picnic of 
tuna salad sandwiches and apples and  
lemonade under a tree in some farmer’s pasture; 
vying with siblings for the treasured spot on the 
front seat (bench-style, not individual seats)  
between Mom and Dad; playing endless games of 
“I Spy” and singing “100 Bottles of Beer on the 
Wall” of “Found a Peanut” at the top of our lungs. 

 As I recall, getting to the beach or Grandma’s was 
half the fun – at least for me.  I’m not so sure my 
Mom or Dad would say the same thing.  In fact, I 
realize now that the family vacation was probably 
not much of a break for my parents.  There was 
little about the vacation routine that was different 
for them.  For my Mom, anyway, vacation with the 
kids meant more of the usual chores, just in a 
different location.  In my childish self-
centeredness, I took for granted that Mom and 
Dad were there to take care of me. 

Though they never let on, I doubt my parents 
came home from our family vacations renewed 
and refreshed. Nevertheless, I am certain that 
they enjoyed the time with the family. 

Things have changed in many respects, but moms 
and dads still spend themselves caring for their 
children; children still learn from their parents 
more than from anyone else how to love and  
relate to others; and family vacations continue to 
be a wonderful source of childhood memories. 

As we remember summers from long ago, we are 
grateful to God for our mothers and fathers,  
grandmas, and brothers and sisters. 

 May all of you who travel this summer to be with 
family and friends be restored, and may you grow 
closer to one another as a result of your time  
together. May you experience God’s love welling 
up inside of you, and may you allow that love to 
spill out of your hearts and onto each other. 

 Enjoy your vacations.  Return home refreshed and 
ready to share that same love with your extended  
family here at St. Thomas More. 

Fr. Mark 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign 
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information 
form are available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 
HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed  
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from  
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

 
 
 

THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 

RCIA NEWS 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

MONTHLY FOOD COLLECTION 

The monthly STM food collection will be the weekend of August 
11-12.  Please bring canned & non-perishable food items,  
including baby food, cereal, formula, etc and place in the boxes 
located in the narthex.  The proceeds of this collection will go to 
the Decatur-Area Emergency Assistance Ministry. 
 

THE S FACTOR SERVICE PROJECT  
The S Factor is again collecting $10 MARTA cards for  
homeless veterans so that these men and women will have the 
ability to get to one of the four treatment centers in Georgia.  
We invite STM parishioners to participate in this worthy project.  
The cards may be purchased at any MARTA station at the kiosk.  
Please send or drop off your card(s) to the parish office: The S 
Factor, St. Thomas More Church, 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave, 
Decatur GA 30030. 

http://www.stmga.org


 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

EDGE AND LIFETEEN REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 
It’s time for Life Teen and Edge registration. Edge is for rising 6-8th graders and Life Teen is for rising 9-12th graders. See 
the parish website for more information. 
 

CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION 
All youth going into 10th grade will be confirmed January 28, 2019. Visit the parish website to register. If you haven ’t 
yet registered them for Life Teen please do so.  
 
The day retreat will be October 28 at Ignatius House and there will be an overnight weekend retreat at Hidden Lake on 
January 18-20.  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

STM LIFE GROUPS 
Are you interested in leading a Life Group this fall? These 
small faith communities run ten weeks and gather at  
people’s homes. If you’d like to host and facilitate one, you 
must come to this two-hour training. Sunday, August 26 at 
1:15pm. Register here: https://is.gd/lifegrouptraining  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IGNATIAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM  

 

 

 

 

 
 

St Thomas More is pleased to debut a new marriage  
preparation program called Fall In Love, Stay In Love. The 
title is inspired by a prayer attributed to former Jesuit  
Superior General Pedro Arrupe SJ. Beginning in September, 
and offered three times per year, this 4-week program will 
be available to any couple preparing for marriage. Drawing 
from the wisdom of the Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius, 
the program will invite couples to consider their own  
relationship together with the person of Jesus who is calling 
them to an ever deeper friendship and the mission to share 
God’s love with the world. Through presentations by witness 
couples and in-class and at-home couple exercises, weekly 
evening sessions will emphasize communication, intimacy, 
commitment, discernment, and values, as well as tools,  
rituals, and practices that will aid couples in their marriage 
together. For more information and to register please  
contact Andy and Sarah Otto at aotto@stmga.org.  
 

FEAST DAY OF ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA 
Ignatius House Open House 
July 25 from 4-7 PM—Introduce a friend! Registration not  
required. 
Finding God in All Things: An Ignatian Celebration—2-Night 
Retreat 
July 27-29 (Registration required) 
Fr. Peter E. Fink, SJ, Director 
Special Daily Mass at STM 
July 31 7:30 AM. Special daily Mass for the Feast of St.  
Ignatius followed by coffee and donuts in the narthex.  

31 DAYS WITH ST. IGNATIUS 
IgnatianSpirituality.com, a service of Loyola Press, is offering 31 
Days with St. Ignatius, a month-long celebration of  
Ignatian spirituality.   In honor of the feast of St. Ignatius 
Loyola on July 31, bookmark the site or sign up for emails 
containing daily articles, blog posts, and videos to help you 
explore the riches of Ignatian spirituality. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

MICHAEL GERSON TO SPEAK AT STM 
We are pleased to announce that Michael Gerson will be 
speaking at STM in November. Gerson is a columnist at the 
Washington Post and was a top aide to President George W. 
Bush. He has written extensively on the place of religion in 
the public square. Gerson has been critical of the  
de-evolution of evangelical Christianity and its negative  
influence on the politics of our current time. November 18, 
7pm, Main Church. 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07efix0cv6993f5855&llr=86ousy7ab
http://is.gd/lifegrouptraining
mailto:aotto@stmga.org


PARISH LIFE 

SCHOOL NEWS 

STM SCHOOL IS HIRING—EXTENDED CARE WORKERS 
St. Thomas More Catholic School, a Blue Ribbon School of Excellence, is seeking part time extended care workers for our 
after school program. Qualified applicants should send their resume to jraymond@stmga.org. No phone calls please.  
 

STM SCHOOL OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Monday – Thursday 

THANK YOU, FR. LESTER ORVILLE  
STM thanks Fr. Lester Orville Shields for his 
service to the parish these last three 
weeks.  Fr. Lester Orville, on sabbatical from 
his work at the University of the West  
Indies in Kingston, Jamaica, moves on from 
Atlanta to Chicago, and later to Spain to visit 
the sites related to the life of St. Ignatius  
Loyola and the other early Jesuits.  

 

MORE EATS WILL RETURN SEPTEMBER 5TH!! 
The gang at More Eats is taking 
some time off this summer but 
will be back in September. Keep 
watching the bulletin for more 
information as we get ready for 
fun, food, and friendship in the 
fall!!! 

 
 

CONNECT WITH US—TEXT APP TO 88202  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

URGENT NEED FOR BLOOD DONORS 
When: August 26th 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Where: Mulhern Hall 
The American Red Cross is experiencing 
a severe blood shortage and has issued 
an emergency call for blood donors. If 
you have made an appointment please 
fulfill your commitment. Walk in donors 
will be accepted. 
 
Access Your Online Scheduling Account: redcrossblood.org 
 
If you are a returning user, please click on the button in the 
Blood Drive Coordinator section and enter your user name 
and password in the login box. If you do not know your  
login information, please click on the "Forgot Username 
and Password" link and enter your email address in the 
field provided.  
 

STM GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
The next Grief Support Group will meet on Monday, August 
6 at 7:00 PM in the Family Room off the Narthex. All who 
are grieving the loss of a significant person or who have 
experienced some significant loss gather for prayer and 
mutual support in the Family Room of the church narthex 
on the first Monday of each month from 7pm till 8:30 PM. 
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  
Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is 
open for ages 3 months through preschool. The Nursery is 
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We 
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child 
(ren) join us each week! You can focus on mass while they 
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed 
through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities 
always available; Archdiocese security clearance required 
and provided. Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator, 
Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  
 

SECOND COLLECTION 

August 19—STM St. Vincent de Paul—The second collection the weekend of August 18-19 supports the activities of STM’s 
St. Vincent de Paul Society on behalf of the poor in our local area. 
 

KEEP STM IN MIND DURING YOUR SUMMER TRAVELS  

Have fun on your summer vacations! We know you’ll be out of town for a few Sundays this summer. But that doesn’t mean 
you can’t participate through your regular tithes. You are more than welcome to either mail or bring your offertory by the 
parish office. Or you can use an Online Giving account. You can contribute from wherever you are or you can even set up 
payments in advance if you like! And when you give online, it helps us make our budget, even when attendance is low. Visit 
our website at www.stmgaparish.org and click on the green icon for the Online Giving link. Any questions, contact Carol 
Palmer at 404-378-4588 x145 or cpalmer@stmga.org.  

PARISH FINANCES 

http://www.stmgaparish.org
mailto:cpalmer@stmga.org


MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST FOR WOMEN  
Sat., Aug. 4; 9:30 AM-12 PM.; Holy Cross Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta. Sister Mary Beatrice Raphael, who 
lives as a canonical hermit for the Archdiocese of Atlanta, will be the guest speaker at the Magnificat meal. All women are 
warmly invited. Cost is $20 per person. Reservations are made in advance. Check-in is at the door. Online reservations 
can be made at https://conta.cc/2N72eeJ. Or send name, address and contact information by July 28 with check payable 
to Magnificat Joyful Visitation to Debbie DuPont, 315 Rose Court, SW, Lilburn, GA 30047. Contact: Debbie DuPont at  
770-696-6216.  
 

MARRIED COUPLES 
Learn the skills of a good shepherd. A Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend provides you the skills for shepherding 
your marriage, your family, and those around you to the promised greener pastures. The next WWME Weekends are 
scheduled for August 10-12 and September 28-30. You can get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by 
calling 678-242-WWME.  
 

CATHOLIC ATTORNEY BREAKFAST  
A Catholic Attorneys’ group, The St. Thomas More Society, is hosting a regular breakfast for Catholic Attorneys to get to 
know each other.  We meet at 7:30 AM each third Wednesday of the month for about an hour in a casual setting over 
breakfast.  There is no cost other than paying for your own breakfast.  We begin each meeting with a daily prayer using 
the iBreviary app.  The breakfasts have a dual purpose of praying together, but just as importantly building a community 
and allowing members to build relationships with those whom they have much in common.  Join us at J. Christopher’s in 
Midtown at 950 West Peachtree Street (upstairs).  Parking is free in the building (and fairly plentiful).  Our next breakfast is 
on August 15 and we hope that you’ll come by and get your morning off to a nice start.  If not, then plan on next month! 
 

WITNESSES FOR JESUS CHRIST  
Sat.,  August 18th at the Renaissance Atlanta Waverly Hotel & Convention Center 
We invite all catechists (and those interested in teaching in the future) to this great opportunity to hear from national 
speakers about teaching the Catholic faith to others. For more information and to register, visit  
atlcatechistconference.com.  
 

ARCHBISHOP INVITES BENEFACTORS TO DEO GRATIAS MASS AND BRUNCH  
Archbishop Gregory invites STM parishioners who have remembered the Archdiocese or parish in their wills or estate 
plans to a special Deo Gratias Mass and brunch on Saturday, August 25. For more information, call Juliet Greco at the 
Catholic Foundation at 404-497-9440, or email her at jgreco@cfnga.org. 
 

ARCHDIOCESE OFFERS RETREAT FOR MALE SURVIVORS OF SEXUAL ABUSE 
The Archdiocese of Atlanta is offering a weekend healing retreat  for male victims of sexual abuse at the Carmel Retreat 
Center in Hoschton, GA, on September 14-16.  For more information, email Sue Stubbs at sstubbs@archatl.com, or call 
404-920-7550. 
 

TOWARD FULL COMMUNION: HOPES, ACHIEVEMENTS, OBSTACLES, AND CHALLENGES  
Tues., Sept. 18, 2018 from 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM ; Glenn Memorial at Emory University 
Join the Aquinas Center at Emory University for a lecture event featuring Cardinal Kurt Koch of the Vatican as he examines 
interfaith and ecumenical efforts in our world today. Cardinal Koch serves as President of the Pontifical Council for  
Promoting Christian Unity and President of the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews. His lecture will 
elaborate on his Vatican positions, discuss his commitment to ecumenical dialogue, and provide insights from Pope  
Francis on interfaith endeavors. Tickets are free. Registration required. Reserve your seats at aquinas.emory.edu. 

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 July 28: Habitat for Humanity Build Day from 8:00 AM–4:00 PM. 
Email kathrynwedwards@gmail.com to sign up.  

 August 26: Spaghetti Dinner—Join Fr. Mark for our third annual Spaghetti  
Dinner! After the 5:30 PM Mass in Mulhern Hall. There is no cost to attend. 

 Young Adult Fall Day Retreat—Our YAM fall retreat will be on Saturday,  
September 22 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center 
in Sandy Springs. The cost is just $10 per person and includes a light breakfast 
and lunch. To register please contact Andy Otto: aotto@stmga.org. Space is 
limited. 

COMMUNTIY NEWS 

https://GATN-wwme.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce68f9c02a9d73715929042a7&id=f1eef4e5fa&e=be07a95996
mailto:sstubbs@archatl.com

