July 23, 2017/The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
Nursery Available after
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

NEW FAITH FORMATION STAFF
COMING TO STM
STM and Ignatius House, the Jesuit retreat
center in Sandy Springs, have jointly hired
Andy and Sarah Otto in an eﬀort to
expand the Jesuit prayer and spirituality
resources available in the Atlanta
area. Andy and Sarah, both highly
educated and experienced in faith
formation ministry, including spiritual
direction and leading Ignatian-style
retreats for youth and young adults, will
split time between STM and Ignatius
House.
Since receiving their masters’ degrees’ in
theology from Boston College School of
Theology and Ministry, Andy and Sarah
have served the Church in a variety of
capacities: writing a blog for Busted Halo
(www.bustedhalo.com), giving workshops
and classes on Ignatian prayer and
spirituality, doing youth and young adult
ministry, and teaching in Catholic elementary and high schools. They just
moved from California to Atlanta with their infant daughter, Eva, and will
begin work July 24.

WELCOME AARON
Join us in welcoming our new Building Maintenance
Technician, Aaron Daniecki. Be sure to stop and say
hello when you see him.

GOOD LUCK ELAINE
Elaine Phillips is leaving St. Thomas More to
accept a position at Immaculate Heart of Mary.
We wish her the very best and will miss her!

PRAYER REQUESTS
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to
say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.
MONDAY, July 24 Joseph Giangiacomo †
TUESDAY, July 25 Frank Labedz †
WEDNESDAY, July 26 Anna D. Martinez †
Al Bialko †

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

THURSDAY, July 27 Bob Daniel †

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

FRIDAY, July 28 Thomas Mathews †

Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org

Pray for those recently baptized and their families:

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org

Margo Everette
Savannah Lora
Mary Sweeney
Knox Sweeney

Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org

Pray for those who recently made their Profession of
Fatih:
Gilliam Sweeney
Ethan Butler

Pray for those who have died:
Clyde McCarty
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order
to add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to
be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter and
bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in the
Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex.
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues July 25 &
Wed July 26

STM Edge InIn-House Mission

Wed July 26

Bridge
1:30 PM Parish Library

Sat July 29

Young Adult Ministry
Prayer Group
9:00 AM St. Julie Room

Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

Emails for STM Business Only

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
ﬁnancially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Oﬀertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish oﬃces during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
The Jesuits are best known for
two particular ministries: their
schools, especially their
universities and high schools,
and their parishes. The irony is
that in the beginning, St.
Ignatius Loyola, the founder of
the Society of Jesus, did not
want the Jesuits to be engaged
in either of these works.
Indeed, neither parish work nor education were part of the
Pope’s original charge to the brand new Society.
When Pope Paul III formally instituted the Society in 1540,
and when Pope Julius III later conﬁrmed the Society’s existence in 1550, they asked the Jesuits to undertake only
limited and speciﬁc work: 1) preaching, including
catechizing young children, and giving the Spiritual
Exercises, a series of meditations developed by Ignatius that
were designed to free one to make a whole-hearted choice
to more fully serve God and God’s people; 2) oﬀering the
Sacraments, speciﬁcally Eucharist and Reconciliation; and
3) undertaking works of mercy, including ministry to the
poor and sick, to prostitutes, and to persons in prison
“according to what seems to be for the greater glory of
God and the common good.”
Nevertheless, Ignatius quickly became convinced of the
importance of schools to the success of the Society’s
mission. Indeed, the Society started its ﬁrst school of
general learning for boys in 1558, only eight years after the
Society was established. But Ignatius never warmed to the
notion of Jesuits’ serving in traditional parishes. In fact, the
idea of Jesuits’ working in traditional parishes was oﬃcially
disfavored by the Society until recently. Ignatius’ rationale
was that standing parishes required a steady income, and
he saw this as incompatible with the Jesuit vow of poverty.
Furthermore, Ignatius believed that diocesan clergy were
quite capable of staﬃng traditional parishes. He wanted
Jesuits to do work that others did not want to do or were
unable to do. If the Jesuits did staﬀ parishes, these
parishes tended to be in mission territory where there was
a dearth of diocesan clergy. Finally, in Ignatius’ day,
pastors tended to be assigned to a parish for life, and this
was incompatible with Ignatius’ desire that Jesuits be highly
mobile, ready to go wherever they were sent whenever
they were sent.

“aﬃrm that ‘the parish apostolate is not contrary to our
Constitutions,’ and…that, under certain circumstances, it is
an appropriate apostolate for carrying out our mission of
serving the faith and promoting justice.”
According to a recent statement by American Jesuits
involved in parish ministry, a parish that is an appropriate
apostolate of the Society will do certain things. First, a
Jesuit parish will celebrate the sacraments of the Church,
especially Eucharist,
Eucharist “in a spirit of creativity and with a
willingness to adapt to the cultural realities of the
community it serves,” e.g., racial, ethnic, economic, etc. Its
liturgical celebrations will be characterized by “prophetic
and spirit-ﬁlled preaching which consoles and challenges
and which results in a deeper understanding of God’s
love.”
Second, a Jesuit parish will evangelize not only of those
who have not yet heard the Good News of Jesus Christ, but
also those within our existing Catholic communities who
may beneﬁt from a new hearing of the Gospel. Such an
evangelization will constructively and courageously critique
what is contrary to the Gospel in our modern culture.
Third, ministry in a Jesuit parish will be collaborative,
collaborative that is,
will involve meaningful sharing of responsibilities between
Jesuits and lay people, even parish governance. A Jesuit
parish will collaborate with other Jesuit-sponsored works,
with other Catholic parishes, with persons of other faiths,
with civic institutions and political structures, indeed, with
all people of good will to further the common good.
Fourth, Jesuit parishes will demonstrate in concrete ways a
“preferential
preferential love for the poor.”
poor This love will extend
beyond almsgiving, and will include sharing directly in the
lives of the poor and those others at the margins of society
and working to change unjust political, economic, and
social structures.
And ﬁfth, a Jesuit parish will teach, promote, and practice
that distinctive spirituality that is rooted in the Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius, which ﬁnds God in all things, which
understands creation as a gift from a loving God, which is
characterized by a profound gratitude which, in turn, frees
one for greater service of one’s brothers and sisters.

For much of the past year, the Parish Council and I have
been preparing a draft statement of parish identity and
mission that tries to incorporate into STM these and other
characteristics. We will be presenting this draft to STM
Although oﬃcially frowning on Jesuits in parish ministry for parishioners in a few weeks, seeking your feedback.
virtually all of their existence, Jesuits have nonetheless
been deeply and widely involved in standing parishes
Fr. Mark
within a diocesan structure, at least in the United States
and in recent years. Over time, Jesuits came to
understand that parishes are wonderful bases from which
we can oﬀer more traditional Jesuit services, like preaching,
giving retreats, and promoting the Spiritual Exe rcise s. In
Jesuit “lingo,” parish work serves the magis, that is, “the
greater good.” Finally, in 1966 and again in 1995, a General
Congregation of the whole Society declared that the Jesuits

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up for
classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are
available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
RCIA NOTES
For those wishing more information on the RCIA process,
those returning to the practice of the Catholic faith, those
currently in another Christian denomination and thinking
about coming into the Catholic Church and those not currently active in any faith tradition ( Christian or not), these
informal information sessions are for you!
Do you feel called to journey along with those who have
expressed a desire to join the Catholic Church? Please
consider a role as a RCIA sponsor. Come to a meeting and
learn more.
RCIA information sessions:
Sunday August 27th 10:30-11:45 AM
All sessions will meet in the St. Julie room in the parish
oﬃces.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more information on the sacraments at STM
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and
Sacraments.”
FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

LITURGY NOTES—
“Understanding the Liturgy of the Word as a sacramental
moment to encounter Christ through the word proclaimed has important implications for how this part of
the Mass is celebrated. Many parishes rely on missalettes
so that people can read along while the word is proclaimed. But reading along and listening attentively are
very diﬀerent activities and often have diﬀerent results.

YAM WEEKLY PRAYER AND SUPPORT GROUP
Join STM YAM for a weekly prayer group for fellowship,
support and accountability in prayer. We will be meeting
on Saturday mornings from 9-10 AM beginning July 29.

We believe that Christ is actually present, proclaiming his
word through the lector or deacon or priest. We are called
to listen, not read along. If the purpose (of the Liturgy of
the Word) is to have a spiritual experience of Christ
speaking to us today, then it is better to sit back and listen
with open ears and open hearts. Of course, it is very
helpful if the listener is familiar with the word before the
proclamation. When we come to church already familiar
with the readings, we are free to relax and let the Lord
speak to us.”
Putting aside our own texts also reminds us that the
Liturgy of the Word is a communal event, not a private
one. We can and should read the Scriptures on our own
every day, but when we gather for worship, we listen to
the word of God together.”
From Worshiping Well, by Lawrence E. Mick.

TAKE A HIKE WITH YAM!
Where: Sweetwater Creek White Trail
When: Saturday, August 5, meet at STM at 10 AM
For more details, contact Chad: cgpeltier@gmail.com

YOUTH AND TEEN MINISTRY
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org

EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

EDGE
Interested in Youth lector & Usher training for Sunday night youth Mass? Come to the workshop!
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-youth16
SAVE THE DATE!!!
EDGE kickoﬀ is Sunday August 20th!
EDGE Retreat at Ignatius House. This is a great way to start the year!
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-youth16
LIFETEEN:
Interested in Youth lector & Usher training for Sunday night youth Mass? Come to the workshop!
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-youth16

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
THE S FACTOR SPECIAL SERVICE PROJECT
The S Factor has collected 17 coats (men and women's) for homeless veterans.
To date these coats have been donated from within the S Factor group.
The VA has a training/resettlement program for homeless vets and their families;
through which the veterans receive medical care and retraining and eventually
housing.
The two most critical needs are coats and MARTA passes. The S Factor is inviting
the parish to participate in the project. Contact Cass Catroppa for more
information at ccassiecat@aol.com or 404 377 6944.

ARCHDIOCESE OFFERS RETREAT FOR ADULT MALE SURVIVORS OF ABUSE
The Archdiocese of Atlanta is oﬀering a 3-day retreat to adult male survivors of sexual abuse at the Carmel Retreat Center
in Hoschton GA from September 15-17. The registration deadline is August 30. For more information, contact Sue Stubbs
at 404-920-7550 or sstubbs@archatl.com. There are also informational materials in the pamphlet racks in the narthex and
posters.

WORLD DAY AGAINST TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS
World Day against Traﬃcking in Persons is July 30th. There are global maps that show the epidemic of human traﬃcking
and report the existence of slavery in countries. Join U.S. Catholic Sisters against Human Traﬃcking by visiting
http://www.sistersagainsttraﬃcking.org/.

SCHOOL NEWS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Sun. August 6, 3:30-5:30 PM New STM School Family and Kindergarten Pizza and Ice Cream Social in
Mulhern Hall.
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9TH—FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL (NOON DISMISSAL)

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, twelve months a year,
year our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool (including 3 yr. olds no
longer enrolled in Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open
15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child(ren)
join us each week. You can focus on mass while they have
fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available. Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

STM PARISHIONER NEEDS PART-TIME HELP AT
HOME

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
We had a great time
at this year's
Vacation Bible
School. Our theme
was Maker Fun
Factory-Created by
God, Built for a
Purpose. 80 kids
enjoyed learning
about God as our
Maker through skits,
bible stories, crafts,
music and games.

A homebound STM parishioner needs part-time help with
meals, personal care, and housekeeping. No special skills
are required. Paid position. If interested, call Mary at
404-634-5727 for more information.

A huge thank you
to all the
teachers and
teen helpers who
made this
happen!

BAPTISM CLASSES
There are no baptism classes in July or August. Classes will
resume on September 9th.

NEW HOURS
The Parish Oﬃce will be closed between 12:00 and 12:30
PM for lunch.
For the summer, the oﬃce will be closed on Sundays. We
will reopen Sunday, August 6th.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

The smiles
on the
kid's faces
as they left
each day
was
priceless!

PARISH FINANCE
SECOND COLLECTION
The second collection the weekend of July 29-30 will be a special appeal for the Mission Cooperative Program in our
archdiocese. This year several missionaries, religious orders and (arch) dioceses have been chosen from over 200
applications to take part in this program.

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL NEEDS MEMBERS
STM’s Finance Council, which advises Fr. Mark on parish ﬁnancial matters, including the annual parish and school budgets,
is looking for three new members. These new members would replace outgoing Council members who have completed
their service. The Council normally meets four or ﬁve times a year on a weekday evening, and members typically serve a
term of 3 years. Service would begin September 1. Particularly qualiﬁed members are persons registered at STM who are
committed to the well-being of the parish and who have signiﬁcant experience in ﬁnance or management. If you are
interested, please contact Fr. Mark at: mhorak@stmga.org.

UPDATE ON THE ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
Goal: $127,300.00
Total Pledged: $163,948.00
Amount Received: $109,500.01
Over/(Under) Goal: $36,648.00
Percent of Goal Pledged: 128.79%
Percent of Goal Received: 86.02%
Congratulations and thank you for the pledges and payments. After the goal has been reached 100% of the overage will
be returned to STM. We encourage those who have pledged to continue to make or complete you payments.
If you would like to donate, commitment envelopes are available in the parish office or the wall pockets in the narthex. To
donate securely online please go to: appeal.archatl.com.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
FATHER GREGORY BOYLE, SJ, TO SPEAK AT OLA
THURSDAY, JULY 27 AT 7 PM IN THE CHURCH
Jesuit Father Gregory J. Boyle is the founder and executive director of Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles,
CA and the author of the 2010 New York Times bestseller, Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless
Compassion, and he is the subject of a 2012 documentary, G-Dog. From 1986-92, he served as pastor of
Dolores Mission Church which was at the time the poorest Catholic parish in LA. Fr. Boyle and parish and
community members created an alternative school/day care program for the gang-involved youth. In
1988 he created Jobs for Future in 2001 which has since become the independent nonproﬁt organization, Homeboy Industries. Today, Homeboy Industries employs and trains former gang members in a
range of social enterprises and provides critical social services to over 10,000 people annually. Suggested
Donation: $10. Our Lady of the Assumption is located at www.olachurch.org. Questions? Contact Mark
Dannenfelser, mdanne nfe lse r@olachurch.org.
MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST
All women are invited to the MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST on Sat., Aug. 12, from 9:30 am-12 pm at Holy Cross
Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road. The guest speaker will be Lisa Wheeler, founder of Carmel Communications.
Breakfast reservations are $15 and must be made in advance. Please mail check, payable to Magniﬁcat Joyful Visitation,
by Aug. 6 to: Debbie DuPont, 315 Rose Court, SW, Lilburn, GA 30047. Check-in is at the door for those with reservations
only. For information call Debbie DuPont at 770-696-6216.

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT YOUR CATHOLIC FAITH?
CHECK OUT THE 11TH ANNUAL CATECHIST CONFERENCE
“LIVING AS MISSIONARY DISCIPLES”
Saturday, August 5th 8:00 AM—4:30 PM at Marist High School, 3790 Ashford Dunwoody Rd.
Sponsored by the N Metro, NW and NE Metro & Central Deaneries of Atlanta. Registration now
open at https://cate chistconfe re nce .wordpre ss.com/

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
Children's Liturgy of the Word needs volunteers on Sunday mornings during the 9:30 AM Mass. Volunteers will be
divided into rotating teams-- this is a three week on, 6 week oﬀ time commitment, September-May. All volunteers must
complete background check and VIRTUS training. For more information, please email Jen Dalmy, je ngosse tt@gmail.com

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in the STM chapel Monday through Saturday from 9:00 AM
till 5:30 PM.

POPE FRANCIS’ JULY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Lapsed Christians—That
our brothers and sisters who have strayed from the faith, through our prayer and witness to
Christians
the Gospel, may rediscover the merciful closeness of the Lord and the beauty of the Christian life.

SUMMER – A TIME TO REST AND RETREAT WITH GOD, THE ONE WHO
LOVES YOU MOST.
Come away to Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center for a weekend retreat. Encounter
God and Experience Comfort, Integrity, Peace and Stillness. Summer 2017 Weekend
Retreats include:

“My Soul Magniﬁes the Lord ~ A Retreat about Mary” with Fr. Peter E. Fink, SJ
August 10-13
“At the Edge of Waiting: A Contemplative Retreat” Director Carl McColman
August 18-20
Register by Website www.ignatiushouse.org

