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PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 pm (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

TUE & THURS 
5:30 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 

                   JULY 24, 2016 | 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Most High, all powerful, all good Lord! 
All praise is Yours, all glory, all honor, and 
all blessing. 

To You, alone, Most High, do they belong. 
No mortal lips are worthy to pronounce Your name. 

Be praised, my Lord, through all Your creatures, 
especially through my Lord Brother Sun, 
who brings the day; and You give light through him. 
And He is beautiful and radiant in all His splendor! 
Of You, Most High, he bears the likeness. 

Be praised, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the 
stars; in the heavens You have made them bright, 
precious and beautiful. 
  
Be praised, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air, 
and clouds and storms, and all the weather, 
through which You give Your creatures sustenance. 

Be praised, my Lord, through Sister Water; 
she is very useful, and humble, and precious, and pure. 

Be praised, my Lord, through Brother Fire, 
through whom You brighten the night. 
He is beautiful and cheerful, and powerful and strong. 

Be praised, my Lord, through our sister Mother Earth, 
who feeds us and rules us, and produces various 
fruits with colored flowers and herbs. 

Be praised, my Lord, through those who forgive for 
love of You; through those who endure sickness and 
trial. Happy those who endure in peace, 
for by You, Most High, they will be crowned. 

Be praised, my Lord, through our sister Bodily Death, 
from whose embrace no living person can escape. 
Woe to those who die in mortal sin! Happy those 
she finds doing Your most holy will. 
The second death can do no harm to them. 

Praise and bless my Lord, and give thanks, and 
serve Him with great humility. 

On June 18, 2015, Pope Francis released his Encyclical “Laudato Si: On Care for Our  
Common Home.” In it, he challenges us to reflect on the ways we use our resources and 
care for God’s creation.  The starting point for our reflection might be a prayer praising 
God for the wonder of creation.  What better prayer to pray than St. Francis of Assisi’s 
“The Canticle of the Sun.” 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of 
St. Thomas More will remember the following persons 
along with all the living and dead.  We encourage pa-
rishioners to say the names of deceased loved ones 
aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do 
so by the presider.  
 
MONDAY, July 25, 2016 
5:30 PM Holy Souls † 
 
TUESDAY, July 26, 2016 
5:30 PM Mike Morgan † 
  
WEDNESDAY, July 27, 2016 
7:00 PM Robert Daniel † 
  
THURSDAY, July 28, 2016 
5:30 PM Michael and family † 
  
FRIDAY, July 29, 2016 
5:30 PM Thomas K. Mathews † 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Gladys Krauss 
 
Pray for those recently baptized:  
Holland Marie Stabler, child of Garret and Chelsea 
Stabler 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact  
Charlotte Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or 
have the express permission of the one to be  
remembered. 
  
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
  
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the  
narthex.  Parishioners will remember these each time 
we gather for Eucharist.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Carol Palmer, Financial Administrator 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Joe Messina, Director of Music  & Liturgy 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Shelly and Mr. Shon Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

KEEP IN MIND 

SUNDAY BULLETIN 
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to  
bulletin@stmga.org.  

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  
We invite you to join our parish.  We will be richer for your 
presence and participation.   
On-line registration is available at: www.stmga.org.  
For more information about membership and  
registration, Contact Marie Diebold at: 
mdiebold@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 

PARKING AT STM 
Plentiful off-street parking is available behind the church 
with access from W. Trinity Place.  Limited off-street  
parking is available in front of the church with access from 
W. Ponce de Leon Ave. 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mdiebold@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
Marie Diebold, the parish secretary 
and the one who keeps our parish 
database current, tells me that, as of 
this past May, there were 1,412  
families, or households, registered as 
parishioners at St. Thomas More. 
These 1,412 households contained 
just over 4,100 persons. 311 of these 
1,412 households were single-person 
households; another 145 were  
2-person households with no children. In other words, 
two out of three STM households include children. In fact, 
as of this past May, there were nearly 1,700 children  
registered at STM. 
 
Significantly, Marie tells me that there are many, many 
more households who have had enough past contact 
with the parish that we have their family and address  
information, but who are not registered. These  
unregistered households include individuals and families 
who visited STM and made a one-time financial  
contribution to the parish, and families who were  
registered and active in the past, but who have since 
moved away or become inactive. (The Archdiocese  
requires us to retain these on our parish database.) But 
many of the unregistered households are persons who 
are reasonably active at STM, worshiping with us  
frequently and even making financial contributions for 
the support of our parish. Marie estimates that there are 
nearly 200 such persons at STM. 
 
So why don’t these folks who have a substantial  
connection to STM register? 
 
I am sure that there are many reasons why people might 
choose not to register even though they are “regulars” at 
STM. Perhaps some don’t really feel that they “belong;” 
some may not think registration is important; perhaps 
some prefer to stay at a distance, believing that  
registering in some way commits them to some specific 
level of participation, and they want to feel free to come 
and go. Social psychologists tell us that our culture no 
longer encourages persons to be “joiners,” that is, to  
become formally connected to others in an organization 
of like-minded people. (I am recalling the popular Robert 
Putnam book entitled, Bowling Alone: The Collapse and 
Revival of American Community, which describes and 
tries to explain the decline in Americans’ participation in 
community and religious organizations.) Whatever the 
reason, many “regulars” at STM feel enough of a  
connection that they worship with us at least occasionally 
and even drop a check in the basket every so often, but 
not enough connection to register. 
 
As pastor, I encourage all regular worshipers at STM to 
“sign up” and make more formal what is evidently a 
strong unofficial connection. From our standpoint, your 

registering will allow us to serve you better. At a  
minimum, we will be able to communicate with you. 

But more importantly, I believe that your registration will 
represent your more formal commitment to us and to 
yourself to become an active member of our part of the 
Body of Christ. Registering is your declaration that STM is 
important to you and to your family; that you mean your 
relationship with us to be more visible; and that you want 
to give the parish something of your heart. In return, we 
will say similar things to you. And it is important to say 
such things to one another, isn’t it? 
 
To be sure, I do not want folks to register if registration 
does not signify some meaningful commitment to  
participation in the life of the STM community. At a  
minimum, registration as a parishioner should mean 
three things: 1) that one intends to worship with the STM 
community on as many Sundays as one can; 2) that one 
means to participate in parish ministries and activities as 
much as one is able; and 3) that one is prepared to  
financially support the parish consistent with one’s 
means, even if this is only a few dollars each year. 
 
If you are one of those people to whom STM is important, 
one of those people who has a regular, on-going contact 
with the parish, but are not registered, I encourage you to 
take the step that more clearly and publicly evidences 
your desire to be a visible part of our parish community. 
 
Register on-line at www.stmga.org. Alternatively, hard 
copies of our registration form are in the pamphlet racks 
in the narthex of the church. 

Fr. Mark 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.stmga.org


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Alex Brown at 912-713-2518 or Kirsten Wehner at  
404-579-0130, or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com  
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A CATHOLIC? 
If you are interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a 
Catholic, contact Fr. Pat Earl at: pearl@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  For more information on the process of becoming 
a Catholic, go to: www.stmga.org, and click on “Religious Education 
and Faith Formation.” 

RCIA PROGRAM AT STM 
Carl and Fran McColman, parishioners at STM, have agreed to 
serve as co-directors of our RCIA program for the coming 
year.  RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is the Church’s 
program to initiate persons who are not Catholic into the Catholic 
community.  The program involves instruction, community service, 
and private and common prayer.  For those persons who have not 
yet been baptized, the program culminates with their baptism  
during the Easter Vigil service.  Carl and Fran themselves became 
Catholics through participation in the RCIA program, so they are 
very well-situated to serve as co-directors of our program. 
 
Fran is an educator with the Dekalb County school system, and 
Carl teaches and writes about prayer and spirituality. He is  
associated with the monastery in Conyers and has assisted with 
programs at the Ignatius House retreat center which the Jesuits 
sponsor. 
 
We encourage parishioners who may be interested in  
accompanying participants in our RCIA program on their faith  
journey to contact Carl or Fran at the parish offices, or Michele 
McHale-Pickard, our Director of Religious Education and Faith  
Formation, or Fr. Pat Earl,  who serves as the Jesuit advisor to our 
parish adult education programs. RCIA works best when  
parishioners take an active part in welcoming persons to the  
Catholic  community.  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 

Sun July 24 Prolife Rosary 10:30 AM Adoration Chapel 

Sun  July 24 Lifeteen Music Practice   4:00 PM Church   

Wed July 27 Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library 

Wed  July 27 Lifeteen Music Practice   7:00 PM Church   

Thurs July 28  NA Group 8:00 pm Youth Room 

Fri July 29 S Factor Movie Night 7:00 PM St. Julie Room 

Sat July 30  Basketball Camp 9:00 AM Gym 

Sun July 31 Prolife Rosary 10:30 AM Adoration Chapel 

Mon Aug 1 Welcome Committee 7:00 PM Parish Library 

Wed Aug 3 S Factor Planning meeting St. Julie Room 

Thurs Aug 4 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Sat Aug 6  Baptism Class 10:00 AM St. Julie Room 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home 
or in the hospital. The sacrament is not only for 
those close to death, but also for those who are 
seriously ill or infirm and in need of the  
community’s prayers and support. The anointing 
can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele  
McHale-Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons presenting a child 
for baptism may be required to participate in a 
short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST  

EUCHARIST, AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the  
Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation for the 
first time, or to be confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips 
at ephillips@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-
Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be  
married at St. Thomas More will be required to  
participate in a marriage preparation program.  
For more information on the sacraments at STM 
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

LITURGY NOTES 
“The General Instruction of the Roman Missal 
states that, at the Opening Prayer, or ‘Collect,’ a 
brief silence should follow the presider’s words, ‘Let 
us pray.’  In practice, the ‘brief silence’ is often so 
brief that it is useless.  What is clearly intended 
here is a silence long enough for the assembly to 
recollect its thoughts and recall the petitions that 
each brings to this Eucharist. Five seconds is not 
adequate! It seems to me that we should aim for a 
silence of a full minute or longer, so that it is a  
deliberate communal silence.  This will require, of 
course, some education of the assembly as to the 
real purpose of this silence, and the time should 
probably be lengthened gradually over a period of 
weeks so that people can become accustomed to 
the experience of shared silence as a time of  
intense prayer.  Then the collect will truly have 
something to collect.”   
From Worshiping Well, by Lawrence E. Mick.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:pearl@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

     TEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)    

  Volunteers needed—Mrs. McP is looking for high school volunteers to help with the in-house mission July 26 &  
  27.  Sign up here: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-2annual1  

 Save the Date: Saturday Aug. 20th @ 7:00pm—Matt Maher in concert at All Saints Catholic Church to kickoff the  
 XLT season! Tickets are $20. Sign up coming soon! XLT dates for 2016-2017 are on our FB page: STMGA Lifeteen 
  Follow us on Instagram: stmgalifeteen 
   Follow us on Twitter: STM Lifeteen @STMGA_lifeteen 

 

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 
  STM in-house mission — SAVE the Date!  July 26th & 27th! Visit www.stmgaparish.org to sign up.  

PARISH FINANCES 

In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
July 9-10, 2016 Offertory $25,821.76   
Online    $14,298.00   
Total    $40,119.76   
   
The second collection the weekend of July 30-31 will be a 
special appeal for the Mission Cooperative Program in 
our archdiocese. This year several missionaries, religious 
orders and (arch) dioceses have been chosen from over 
200 applications to take part in this program. Thank you 
for your generosity last year and please prayerfully 
consider your response this year. 

 
Before you sell your Business or Home: 
Talk to an Estate attorney about setting up 
a Charitable Remainder Trust. You can have 
the trust own all or a portion of your home 
or business and then when it sells, that  
portion in the trust will provide income for 
life to you. You will receive a nice tax  
deduction and upon your passing, the  
remainder of the Trust will go to your parish 
endowment fund. To learn more about 
Charitable Remainder Trusts contact Juliet Greco at The 
Catholic Foundation of North Georgia: jgreco@cfnga.org 
or 404-497-9440. 

mailto:jgreco@cfnga.org


PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

MORE EATS WED, AUG 3RD 
6 to 7:30 PM in Mulhern Hall 
Adults $5, children $2.50 
Menu 
Pork  Loin 
Oven baked potatoes 
Apple sauce 
Tossed salad 
Rolls cup cakes 
 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
St Thomas More will offer the communal celebration of the 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick after the 5:30 PM Mass 
on Saturday, Aug 6.  Who should receive the Sacrament? 
The Sacrament is for those whose health is “gravely” or 
“dangerously” impaired due to sickness, those who are  
notably weakened by age, even though not suffering  
serious illness and those who will be undergoing surgery in 
the near future. 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
STM will be holding a blood drive on Aug 28th in Mulhern 
Hall from 8:00 AM—1:00 PM.  You can make an  
appointment at www.redcrossblood.org and follow the  
instructions. The St Thomas More’s code is sttmcc.  
Walk–Ins are welcome. 
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  
Our Sunday Nursery for ages 3 months - preschool is open 
every Sunday throughout the summer during our 9:30 AM 
and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes before each 
mass. Please have your child(ren) join us this summer. You 
can focus on mass while they have fun and play in a safe 
place! Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary 
Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  

CATECHISTS NEEDED  
We are looking for catechists for our Religious Education 
program starting this fall. We specifically need lead  
teachers for the 3 yr. old and 4 yr. old classes, a  
kindergarten lead teacher and a few assistant  
teachers.  Please email ephillips@stmga.org if you are  
interested. 

SAVE THE DATE –  AUGUST 21ST 5:30 PM 

Rev. Gregory J. Boyle, S.J. will  
preside over the 5:30 PM mass on Sun-
day August 21st and will then speak in  
Mulhern Hall. Father Boyle is the founder 
and executive director of Homeboy  
Industries.  
 

 

SISTER ACT COMING TO STM  

The STM Theatre Ministry is gearing up to entertain us with 
the play Sister Act.  The play will be presented the  
weekends of Oct 7th, 8th & 9th and Oct 14th, 15th and 
16th.  If you would like to get involved behind the scenes, 
help with concessions, work with costumes, or help in any 
other way please contact Joe Messina at 404-378-4588 X 
120 or email jmessina@stmga.org 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST 
All women are invited to the MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST on Sat., Aug. 13, 2016, from 9:30 AM-12 PM. 
at Holy Cross Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta. The guest speaker will be Linda Gillespie 
Delgross. Breakfast reservations are $15 and must be made in advance. Please mail check, payable to  
Magnificat Joyful Visitation, by Aug. 8 to: Jo Ann Rademacher, 1260 Mountain Ivey Court, Sugar Hill, GA 
30518. Check-in is at the door for those with reservations only. For information call Jo Ann Rademacher at  
770-831-0693. 
 

ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX DAY OF REFLECTION 
Wed., Aug. 17; 9 AM-3 PM; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700 Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. St. Bernard of  
Clairvaux was famous in his own time, but in later times was overshadowed by other great saints like Thomas Aquinas or 
Francis of Assisi. Yet, St. Bernard’s spirituality of the love of God is more relevant than ever. Explore his spiritual wisdom 
using his words. Carl McColman will lead this day of prayer and reflection, “Exploring the Love of God With St. Bernard of 
Clairvaux.” A light breakfast and delicious lunch are included with ample quiet time. Contact: www.ignatiushouse.org or  
404-255-0503.  

GOLDEN/DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS 
Sat., Oct. 1; 12 p.m.; St. Brigid Church, 3400 Old Alabama Road, Johns Creek. Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory would like to 
honor couples married in 1966 and 1956 with an invitation to a Golden/Diamond Wedding Anniversary Mass. A reception 
will follow the Mass for the anniversary couples and their families. Space is limited. Contact: http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass 
to RSVP for this event and for additional information. 



PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTIONS 

Universal: Indigenous Peoples 
That indigenous peoples, whose identity and very  
existence are threatened, will be shown due respect. 
 
Evangelization: Latin America and the Caribbean 
That the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean, by 
means of her mission to the continent, may announce the 
Gospel with renewed vigor and enthusiasm.  

SUMMER RETREATS 
Aug. 5-7 or Aug 11-14; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat  
Center, 6700 Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. Pope Francis 
writes, “Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy.”  
Contemplate mercy following the pattern of the Spiritual 
Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola in one of these Year of 
Mercy summer retreats. Come to encounter a merciful 
God. Enjoy the comforts of a private room and bath,  
delicious meals prepared for you, and the perfect peaceful 
setting for you to grow deeper in faith. Register 
at www.ignatiushouse.org. Contact: 404-255-0503.  

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES 

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

SOLIDARITY 

We are one human family whatever our national, racial, 
ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. We are our 
brothers and sisters keepers, wherever they may be.  
Loving our neighbor has global dimensions in a shrinking 
world. At the core of the virtue of solidarity is the pursuit 
of justice and peace. Pope Paul VI taught that if you want 
peace, work for justice. The Gospel calls us to be  
peacemakers. Our love for all our sisters and brothers 
demands that we promote peace in a world surrounded 
by violence and conflict. 
For more information visit http://www.usccb.org 

KEEP STM IN MIND DURING SUMMER TRAVELS 

Have fun on your summer vacations! We know you’ll be 
out of town for a few Sundays this summer.  But that 
doesn’t mean you can’t participate through your regular 
tithes. You are more than welcome to either mail or bring 
your offertory by the parish office.  Or you can use an 
Online Giving account.  You can contribute from wherever 
you are or you can even set up payments in advance if 
you like!  And when you give online, it helps us make our 
budget, even when attendance is low. Visit our website at 
www.stmgaparish.org and click on the green icon for the 
Online Giving link. Any questions, contact Marie Diebold at  
404-378-4588 x112 or mdiebold@stmga.org. 

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

PARISH REMINDERS 

STM SCHOOL UPDATES 

Only three more weeks until school starts! The STM cleaning 
crew is working hard to make sure the campus is ready. 


