
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

9:00 AM, 11:30 AM,  
& 5:30 PM 
MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         July 26, 2020—17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 
 
 

 

 

 

DONATE TO STM  

Sign up for online giving or  
donate via PayPal: 

www.stmgaparish.org/giving  
 

Or mail your check to:  
STM Catholic Church  

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave  
Decatur, GA 30030-2951 

Interested in becoming Catholic? 
We invite you to join RCIA! 

www.stmgaparish.org 

CELEBRATE THE FEAST DAY OF  

ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA  

 Join YAM for a virtual Holy Happy Hour on Ignatian 
prayer 

 Go on a one-day retreat: “Introduction to Ignatian  
Spirituality” 

 Make a weekend retreat: “Finding God in All Things” 

 Attend a Webinar & Virtual Fundraiser on Ignatian  
Contemplation 

   See page 4 for details. 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
July 27                Michelle Bishoff 
July 28                Joseph O’Brien †  
July 29                Thomas K Mathews †  
July 30                Eleanor O’Leary †  
July 31                Ken Sojka †  
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Russell Burnett  
Sallie Samuel  
Patsy Guy  
Dorothy Jean Ward  
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Samantha Turner 
Scott Clemens  
Mary Maher  
Christina Allen  
 
Pray for those who were recently Baptized: 
Caden Holdsworth 
 
Pray for those who received their First Eucharist: 
Lillian Elizabeth Carley and Jasper Hallauer  
 
If you would like to schedule an intercession, please contact 
the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift 
in return for praying for someone by name during the  
intercessions at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 New Parishioner Registration can be found here: www.stmgaparish.org/register   

 Join our weekly e-newsletter list to stay informed: www.stmgaparish.org/enews 

 Find us on Facebook @StThomasMoreDecaturGA 

 The Parish Office is closed. Please contact parish staff members by e-mail for  
assistance.  

 Sacramental Emergency, please call 678-337-8910.  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  
Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

This article by Brendan Gottschall, S.J., appeared in the July 13 
issue of America Magazine.  STM parishioners may find it useful. 
 
Should you go to Mass in a pandemic? 5 rules for discerning 
a hard question. 
 
As many states have begun to open up and loosen  
restrictions on “non-essential” activities, many Catholics  
have been asking themselves: “Should I go to Sunday Mass?”  
Without the pandemic, the answer is “Go to Mass,” of 
course!  But the pandemic has made just leaving the house 
even riskier. Also, restrictions on how many people can  
attend Mass means you might take a seat from someone if 
you go.  So it is worth taking this question seriously. 
 
Of course, if you or someone you regularly interact with is 
particularly vulnerable to Covid-19, I would encourage you 
to refrain from attending Mass in person. You can continue 
to follow along online, and you might consider praying the 
Liturgy of the Hours or rosary at home. In some cases,  
attending daily Mass could be less risky for vulnerable  
populations because of smaller assemblies than Sundays. 
The suggestions below are intended for those who could 
attend Mass without a substantially elevated risk to health. 
 
In his Spiritual Exercises, St. Ignatius of Loyola provides  
several “Rules for Discernment” or guidelines for  
determining whether a spiritual movement is from the good 
spirit of God or from the evil spirit. Below is an application of 
some of those rules to the determination of whether to go 
to Mass if you live in a diocese where public Masses are  
being offered but the Sunday obligation is still suspended. 
 
1. If you are in a good spiritual place and the desire is 
peaceful, go for it. 
 
St. Ignatius observes that when our soul is on the right path, 
seeking God and avoiding sin, the good spirit will move us in 
a peaceful way, consoling us and gently encouraging us. If 
you have been doing well in your faith life and the desire to 
attend Mass is accompanied by calm and joy, that probably 
means it is a good idea. 
 
If you are in a good spiritual state and the idea of attending 
Mass arises out of a scruple or agitation as though missing 
Mass would be wrong or sinful, this might be from the evil 
spirit who can even pose as a good angel. More prayer or 
spiritual conversation can help clear up your motivations, 
but a decision should never be made in desolation. 
 
2. If you are in a not-so-good spiritual place and your  
conscience is pricking you, Mass might help. 
 
The inverse of the above rule holds true as well. When we 
haven’t been our best selves, the good spirit’s suggestions 
will feel more unsettling. But it’s the good kind of unsettling: 
our conscience leading us to acknowledge our wrongs and 
turn back to God. Going to Mass could be part of your  
response. If you have sinned in a serious way, you might 
even consider trying to get to the sacrament of  

reconciliation if it’s available in a safe way. 
 
 
3. If the idea struck you out of the blue, it might be from 
God. 
 
St. Ignatius calls sudden, deeply joyful spiritual movements 
“consolation without prior cause.” He argues that the devil 
can lay traps for us, but only God can get right to our hearts. 
If you suddenly have a desire to attend Mass and it is  
accompanied by joyful feelings, St. Ignatius would say that it 
is God moving you directly. 
 
4. Are you practicing patience and taking precautions? Or 
making excuses? 
 
The restrictions on public activities and the dispensation of 
the obligation to attend Mass can be used as excuses for 
skipping. If you aren’t attending Mass on Sunday, how are 
you spending that time? If you spend your Sundays in  
self-indulgence rather than prayer, that is probably a sign 
that you should act against your baser tendencies and go  
to church. 
 
On the other hand, you might be authentically acting out of 
fortitude and patience. Perhaps you are motivated by a  
desire to free up a spot for another person to attend Mass, 
or maybe you work in a high-risk environment like a  
hospital, and you don’t want to put others in danger. In 
these types of cases, you are offering up a sacrifice which 
pleases God. 
 
5. Is your fervor self-motivated? 
 
St. Ignatius warns against thinking of grace as our right,  
rather than as a freely given gift. We shouldn’t insist on  
attending Mass simply because it is our right to do so. We 
shouldn’t go to Mass because of some attachment to  
routine or a sense of normality. Those motivations are  
self-centered, and not God-centered. Rather, we should 
seek to have a genuine desire to draw closer to God. 
 
If we think that the desire to go to Mass is our own and not 
itself a gift, we might take this temporary distance from the 
Eucharist as a lesson to grow in gratitude for God’s many 
gifts.  Conversely, if you have grown attached to watching a 
streaming Mass, selecting your favorite priest, enjoying the 
comforts of your own home, or (God forbid!) multitasking, 
you should probably “act against” the preference for  
streaming Mass and go to receive the Eucharist in person. 
 
At the end of the day, even in these trying times, God is 
working through both our consolations and desolations. 
Discerning whether or not to attend Sunday Mass is  
hopefully unique to this time, but Ignatius’s Rules of  
Discernment can be helpful in many situations. 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 or visit  
stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: Baptism classes are  
suspended for now. Links to the registration form and the 
safety protocols are available under Baptisms on the  
website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream all Masses, weekend and 
weekday, through June 28 for parishioners who do not 
wish to or who are not able to return to Mass.   
Thereafter we will stream the Sunday 9:00 AM and the 
daily 12:15 PM Mass (Monday through Friday).  
www.stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 
 

 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS ST IGNATIUS FEAST DAY EVENTS 

PRISH FINANCES 

Virtual Holy Happy Hour on Ignatian prayer 
Celebrate the Feast of St. Ignatius 
(July 31) with a virtual Holy Happy 
Hour on Ignatian prayer. Jesuit 
scholastic Jonathan Pennacchia 
will share a bit about prayer in 
the Ignatian tradition. Draw more 
deeply into your relationship with 
Christ. Join us at 7:30pm on  
Sunday, July 26. See 
www.stmgaparish.org/young-
adult-ministry for Zoom link. 
 
One-Day Retreat: “Introduction to Ignatian Spirituality” 
Join adults for a silent day of reflection, July 29. In honor of the 
Feast Day of St. Ignatius of Loyola, learn about his impact on 
the Church, what is “Ignatian Spirituality,” and his Jesuit legacy.  
Limited to the first 22 registrants. $65 per person, includes 
lunch. Visit ignatiushouse.org to register. 
i 
 

 

 

 

Weekend Retreat: “Finding God in All Things” 
Join adults for a silent two-night retreat. Everything in  
creation is given to us from God, and everything in creation is 
there to lead us back to God. Celebrate the July 31st Feast Day 
of St. Ignatius of Loyola on this retreat. Limited to the first 22 
registrants. $295 per person, includes private room & bath and 
all meals. Visit ignatiushouse.org to register. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Webinar & Virtual Fundraiser – Ignatian Contemplation 
August 2 from 4:00 PM to 5:30 PM 
What are the timeless truths of Ignatian spirituality and how 
can a nearly 500-year-old method for honest discernment help 
us in today’s turbulent times? If you are wondering how to seek 
truth among the chaos, what you can do now, or who you are 
called to be, join Fr. Jim Martin, SJ, for a live, interactive  
discussion on Zoom as he shares the Ignatian way of making 
decisions and the surprising closeness to God it brings, which 
is needed now more than ever.  

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

August 16—St. Vincent de 
Paul 

 

 

 

PARISH FINANCES 

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


SCHOOLNEWS 

ADULT FAITH 

CENTERING PRAYER WEEKLY “ZOOM” MEETINGS 
Centering Prayer meets each week via Zoom. Email mccolman@anamchara.com to sign up.  
 

THURSDAY IGNATIAN GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION 
Thursdays, 12:00 PM (Live on Facebook) 
Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming Sunday gospel reading. Every Thursday at 12pm, Andy Otto will lead 
you through a live guided prayer using the Ignatian tradition of contemplation, engaging your imagination. Tune in live this 
Thursday at 12:00 PM on our Facebook page: facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/  
 

THE CONTEMPLATIO 
Each Wednesday, Ignatius House brings you scripture to pray and with a video commentary by  Jesuits and spiritual  
directors. Together, we’ll breathe life into God's Word, drawing from the Ignatian tradition of contemplative prayer, which  
is simply “a long, loving look at the real.” You’ll discover that “real” to be God breaking into our reality, gazing upon us with 
love. Scripture selections reflect timely themes or liturgical seasons with a prayer format that is distinctly Ignatian. Sign up 
here: bit.ly/thecontemplatio  
 

“PEOPLE OF HOPE: FINDING JOY IN ALL THINGS” 
Facilitated by Andy Otto. Join in live, every third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM (EDT), on Facebook for interactive  
conversation about how to find joy in all things. Ask a question, find joy in others. Featuring host Andy Otto with the Jesuits 
and pastoral friends of Ignatius House. Or subscribe to the podcast on your favorite podcasting app. Tune in at  
facebook.com/IgnatiusHouse 

STM SHARING GROUPS 

These new sharing groups allow space for safe conversation and sharing on the topic of racial justice. A book will be used 
to center the group’s reflection. Register at bit.ly/stmadult20. More times and dates may be added.  
 

White Fragility – Why It's So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism 
Wednesdays, August 5 - September 9, 7:30-9:00 PM 
Develop a better understanding on how racism operates. This Sharing Group  will be discussing the 
book White Fragility, by Robin DiAngelo, a consultant and trainer on issues of racial and social justice for 
more than twenty years. We will meet via Zoom over 6 weeks, using her Reading Guide, to unpack how  
racism influences our lives. DiAngelo sets this objective: 
The primary goal for white people working to understand racism is not to learn how racism impacts people of 
color. The primary goal is to recognize how the system of racism shapes our lives, how we uphold that system, 
and how we might interrupt it. 

Racial Justice and the Catholic Church 
Tuesdays, Aug. 11 - Sept. 8, 7:30-9:00 PM and Wednesdays, Sept. 16 - Oct. 14, 7:30 PM  
St. Ignatius' vision that we are men and women for others challenges us to seek to understand the depth 
of pain, anger, and hardship that racism has caused people of color in our country and the world. If we are 
to see this vision into reality, we must work for racial justice in our Catholic church and in our society. We 
invite you to take a step toward this vision by engaging in a six-week reflection and discussion group on Fr. 
Bryan Massingale’s Racial Justice and the Catholic Church. The text examines the presence of racism in the Unit-
ed States, exploring how Catholic social teaching has and has not been used to combat racism and pro-
mote reconciliation and justice.  
 

RELIGION & POLITICS: A PANEL CONVERSATION ON CONSCIENCE FORMATION 
Sunday, August 16, at 7:30 PM 
As we approach the November election, Julie Hanlon Rubio of the Jesuit School of Theology of Santa Clara University in 
Berkeley and Charlie Camosy of Fordham University will discuss and explain the Catholic understanding of conscience  
formation and its role in our personal and political lives. Visit stmgaparish.org/conscience/  to register for this virtual  
webinar. 

TOWARD A CONSISTENT ETHIC OF LIFE: PROTECTING HUMAN LIFE & CARING FOR CREATION 
Saturday, October 3, 7:30 PM 
Since Cardinal Joseph Bernardin introduced the concept in the 1980s, Catholics in the United States have been discerning 
optimal ways to promote a consistent ethic of life. Most recently, Pope Francis has highlighted care for the natural environ-
ment — an urgent concern that complements the existing priorities regarding the protection of human dignity at every 
stage of life. Fr. Thomas Massaro, SJ, professor of moral theology at Fordham University, joins us as we together explore 
the full range of public issues that appeal to the consciences of Catholics today. Visit stmgaparish.org/ethicoflife to  
register for the virtual event. 

 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/
http://bit.ly/thecontemplatio
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/people-of-hope/2020-06-18/
http://bit.ly/stmadult20
https://www.amazon.com/White-Fragility-People-About-Racism-ebook/dp/B07638ZFN1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00MWZZX1W/
http://www.stmgaparish.org/conscience/


PARISH LIFE        

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR STM LIVESTREAMING 
We have installed a new audio-visual system that allows us 
to livestream Masses and other events in the church. We are 
looking for several parishioners who are willing to be trained 
to operate the new A/V system. If you are comfortable with 
technology and are familiar with the flow of the Mass and 
want to help, please email Andy Otto at: aotto@stmga.org. 
We will arrange a training session.  
 

MASS RESERVATIONS 
Visit our website to make a reservation for our weekend 
Masses. Reservations are available beginning every Monday. 
You do not need a reservation for our daily 12:15 PM Mass. 
By special dispensation from the Archbishop, no Catholic in 
this Archdiocese is obliged to attend Sunday Mass at least 
through August 2.  

 
 
 

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY! 
Congratulations to Caden 
Holdsworth on his Baptism.  
 
Baptisms are held on the 1st and 
3rd Sunday of each month in the 
main Church.  
 
Visit the parish website (look  
under “Latest News” on the home 
page) to read the protocols and 
register. 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

STM FACULTY FEATURE - LIBRARIAN (READING  

SUPERHERO), LAURA AYALA 
Not all heroes wear capes; sometimes they are elementary 
and middle school librarians.  When schools and public  
libraries were forced to close their physical doors in  
mid-March, our librarian Laura Ayala leapt into action.  
Knowing the importance of reading, she quickly developed 
a plan to allow our students to safely check out new books 
and return the ones they’d read. In April, the “drive by  
library” was instituted, and children (and their parents!) 
have been thrilled to have access to new reading materials 
ever since!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE LOVE THE BASKETBALL GOALS!  

THANK YOU, PARISH! 

The STM Parish Mom and Pops basketball tournament is 
more than just a lot of fun for parents and their kids.  It’s a 
fundraiser that last year helped to fund the two outdoor 
basketball goals installed on campus this year!  Our  
students immediately celebrated their arrival and can’t wait 
until they’ll be able to use them again.  Thank you so much 
to Father Mark, the parish, the parish Athletic Board and 
those who donated towards these incredible gifts!   
 
 
STM School Office Summer Hours:  Monday – Thursday 
from  9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 
For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news 
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YOUTH FORMATION 

RETROUVAILLE FOR MARRIED COUPLES  
Beginning July 30; sponsored by the Retrouvaille Program. Virtual weekends will be held for married couples who are  
facing difficult challenges in their relationship. Contact: Andy and Lilly Cichon at aacichon@hotmail.com for more details.  
 

EVERYDAY GUIDE TO DISCERNMENT  
Sun, Aug. 2; two online sessions, 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM; sponsored by Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit. Many think 
discernment is only for major life decisions such as a vocation. Ignatian discernment involves noticing our inmost desires 
and anxieties, and then identifying which are from God. Contact: retreat house at 770-760-0959 to register.  
 

SOULCOLLAGE AND SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 
Sat, Aug. 15; two online sessions, 9:30-11:00 AM and 2-3:30 PM; sponsored by Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit. For 
the morning session, participants will make their own SoulCollage cards, a fun, intuitive process that increases  
self-knowledge and honors each person's individual story. Afternoon session will involve breaking into small groups lead 
by spiritual directors trained at Loyola University Chicago's Institute for Pastoral Studies to talk about individual insights 
and share stories.  No artistic skills needed, just an open heart. Contact: retreat house at 770-760-0959 to register. 
 

ATLANTA CATECHIST CONFERENCE  

Sat, Aug. 22; sponsored by the Office of Formation and Discipleship for the Archdiocese of Atlanta. The annual event for 
those who work and volunteer in religious education will be held online. atlcatechistconference.com.  
 

THE WAY FOR WOMEN: A HEALING RETREAT FOR FEMALE SURVIVORS OF ABUSE 

The Way for Women is a 3-day retreat for adult female survivors of abuse offered by the Archdiocese of Atlanta ’s Victim 
Assistance Program from August 28-30 at Carmel Retreat Center in Hoschton, Georgia. The registration deadline is Friday, 
August 21. **Safety protocols for COVID-19 will be followed.**  Please contact Sue Stubbs at (404) 920-7554 
or sstubbs@archatl.com for more information.  
 

BUILDING YOUR MARRIAGE BEFORE IT STARTS WORKSHOP 

A one-day marriage preparation workshop for couples who want to build a marriage that will have the foundation to last a 
lifetime. There are two more dates open this year: September 12 (online via Zoom) and November 7. Registration for the 
workshops is online at www.hsccatl.com/marriageandfamily.  
 

COUPLES CELEBRATING THEIR 50TH AND 60TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2020  

The Archdiocese of Atlanta will honor couples married in 1970 and 1960 with a golden/diamond Marriage Anniversary 
Mass on Saturday, October 3, at noon, at Saint Brigid Catholic Church. Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer, OFM Conv., will  
preside at the Mass. Due to precautionary measures related to COVID-19, jubilarian couples are asked to attend without  
additional guests. Family members and friends may watch the celebration via a livestream video instead. The archdiocese 
will provide updates if it becomes possible to bring additional guests, or if circumstances require additional changes. A  
reception, for the anniversary couples, will follow the Mass. http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass 

 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
Registration is open for STM Youth, Youth Religious Education, Youth Confirmation, As One Family (Adults and Children 
of all ages) and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. Contact Stewart Voegtlin for more information: svoegtlin@stmga.org. 
Visit the parish website to register. 
 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

We have just 3 spaces remaining for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, a Montessori-based catechesis model that  
respects the dignity of the child. CGS believes there is an innate desire in the child for God, and that they simply need 
the right environment to discover that. Children in CGS encounter Jesus and the God of salvation history through biblical 
stories presented with materials in the atrium (the CGS term for the gathering space) and make natural connections with 
liturgy and sacraments, making Mass relevant and connected to our story in Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd. 

This year our atrium can accommodate 3 or 4 year olds who are toilet-trained. If you have a child who will be three or 
four as of September and are interested in enrolling them in Catechesis of the Good Shepherd or if you are interested  
in becoming a catechist or assistant, please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org. To learn more about CGS, watch  
this short video: https://youtu.be/ccshOGQOneA  

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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