July 30, 2017/The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA
SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
Nursery Available after
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

St. Ignatius came from a family of minor nobility in
Spain’s northern Basque region. One thing to
know about Ignatius is that he was far from saintly
during much of his young adult life. He was vain,
with dreams of personal honor and fame. He
gambled and was not above sword ﬁghting. As
some have noted, he might have been the only
saint with a notarized police record: for taking part
in a nighttime brawl.
All that began to change one day in the spring of
1521. Ignatius was 30 years old at the time, an oﬃcer in the Spanish
army. Leading his fellow soldiers into a battle against the French that
they were sure to lose, he was struck by a cannonball in the leg. During
a diﬃcult recovery (he limped for the rest of his life), the young man
asked for books about chivalry — his favorite reading. There weren’t
any at the family castle where he convalesced. He had to settle for a
book about the life of Christ and biographies of the saints — which he
found unexpectedly riveting.
St. Ignatius had always dreamed of imitating heroic deeds, but now, the
heroes had names like Francis of Assisi and Catherine of Siena. Ignatius
also noticed something strange happening to him. God, he realized,
was working within him — prompting, guiding, inviting. As he traveled
far and wide, he realized too that God was similarly at work in the lives
of all people, in the everyday events of the world.
These experiences would
prove to be the beginnings
of Ignatian spirituality —
and Jesuit ministry. While in
Paris, Ignatius gathered
around him some friends or
"companions," as they
became known. Together
they made religious vows in
1534 and came to call
themselves the Compañia de Jesús — the Society of Jesus. Six years
later, the order was granted oﬃcial approval by the pope.
The early Jesuits fanned out to the metropolises of Europe and beyond.
They did so with instructions from Ignatius, their leader in Rome, to
“seek the greater glory of God” and the good of all humanity. They
devoted themselves to the care of souls, to helping people discern
God’s presence in their lives.
(continued on page 4)

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to
say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Faith Formation Staff
aotto@stmga.org

MONDAY, July 31 Neil Wojceichowski †

LifeTeen
teens@stmga.org

TUESDAY, August 1 Molly Wrede †
WEDNESDAY, August 2 Andy Teeple †

Michele McHale Pickard, Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

THURSDAY, August 3 Jef Murray †

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

FRIDAY, August 4 Margie DiNubile †

Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org

Pray for those who are sick:

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org

Dorothy McGoﬀ
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order
to add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to
be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter and
bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in the
Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex.
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Wed. Aug 2

Knights of Columbus 4th Degree
7:00 PM St. Julie Room

Sat. Aug 5

Young Adults Ministry
Prayer Group
9:00 AM St. Julie Room

Sun. Aug 6

New STM School Family
Pizza and Ice Cream Social
3:30 PM Mulhern Hall

Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

Emails for STM Business Only

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
ﬁnancially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Oﬀertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish oﬃces during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
Last Sunday’s bulletin brieﬂy
informed parishioners that
Elaine Phillips was leaving her
position at STM to take a new
position at Immaculate Heart of
Mary parish. More needs to be
said about the wonderful work
that Elaine has done over the
past few years to help our
children and teens be formed in
the ways of Jesus.
Elaine started work at STM roughly six years ago. She
came on as a part time worker responsible for the
LifeTeen program. She went full time about two years ago,
adding the religious education of our young children,
including preparing them for First Reconciliation and First
Eucharist and Conﬁrmation, to her duties. Elaine has also
planned and directed the LifeTeen summer service and
camp programs and the Vacation Bible School program.
Elaine and her co-worker, Michele McHale-Pickard, have
formed a wonderful team during these past six years, and
our children are the better for it.
We say frequently and with conviction that parents are the
ﬁrst and best teachers of their children, and that is
certainly true. But with the permission of parents, others
in the community, including church workers like Elaine,
share responsibility for raising these children. I know from
conversations with the kids Elaine serves that she is very
good at her job. The kids love her, and they value her
contribution to their lives. Certainly STM parents are grateful to her as well.
Elaine may be leaving STM, but she will continue forming
the young people at IHM as IHM’s Director of Religious
Education. This is a wonderful opportunity for Elaine, and
we wish her well.
We at STM are fortunate to have a terriﬁc staﬀ. Many
parishioners only occasionally encounter them, but they
are there every day, serving the parish. Full time staﬀ are:
Joe Messina – Joe is our Director of Liturgy and
Worship. He is there every Sunday from early
morning through the evening hours, making sure
that all is in order, seeing that our prayer is
enhanced by competent ministers and musicians
and singers. Joe also covers the many baptisms
and funerals and weddings at STM. He does all
this with good cheer.
Michele McHale Pickard – Working alongside
Elaine, Michele has focused her attention on the
religious education of our middle school kids,
including directing the EDGE program, and
continuing the formation of the adult members of

STM. She has also coordinated the preparation of
couples preparing for marriage and baptism and
supports the RCIA program at STM.
Carol Palmer – Carol became the Business
Manager of the parish when Karyl Davis went part
time. Since then, Carol has very capably
monitored and managed parish ﬁnances and
worked hand-in-hand with the parish Finance
Council to keep STM ﬁnancially sound. She has
taken on the business end of parish operations,
including overseeing the execution of vendor
contracts.
Marie Diebold – Marie has been the Parish
Secretary for many, many years. In this position,
Marie has responsibility for several recurring tasks,
including maintaining the parish membership and
ﬁnancial contribution records, scheduling the use
of parish facilities, and otherwise keeping the oﬃce
running smoothly. In addition to these regular
tasks, Marie gladly accepts whatever additional
assignments I give her.
Todd Hines - Todd assumed responsibility
maintaining STM’s buildings and grounds when
Vince DeSantis retired earlier this year. In this
new, more demanding role, Todd has done quite
well. Todd and Aaron Daniecki, Todd’s recently
hired assistant, normally are not very visible to
most parishioners, but we all beneﬁt greatly from
their work on our behalf.
Andy Otto and Sarah Otto – Andy and Sarah are
our newly hired staﬀ who will be responsible for
our growing faith formation programs at STM,
including our programs to teach and promote
Ignatian prayer and spirituality. You read about
them in last week’s bulletin.
Part time parish staﬀ are no less important than our full
time staﬀ. These part time staﬀ are: Corky Pagoria,
Charlotte Collins, Mary Ann Brock, and Carl and Fran
McColman. Charlotte and Corky are the oﬃce
receptionists. Corky also takes care of sacramental
records, and Charlotte prepares the parish bulletin. Mary
Ann Brock staﬀs the Sunday nursery program, and Carl
and Fran direct the RCIA program.
We are blessed to have such wonderful people serving us.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA (cont. from cover)

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

Anything Extraordinary

BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up for
classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are
available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more information on the sacraments at STM
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and
Sacraments.”
FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

One other thing to know about the Jesuit founder is
that he was a diﬀerent kind of saint. As the noted Jesuit
historian Fr. John W. O’Malley, S.J. has observed,
"Ignatius redeﬁned the traditional basis of saintliness,"
which usually involved a degree of unworldliness.
In contrast, O'Malley refers to Ignatius as a "worldly
saint." He made sure his men were spending most of
their time not in pulpits and confessionals, but in
relatively secular spaces such as classrooms — teaching
less directly about the Bible and Church doctrine than
about literature and the ancient classics. He sent letters
to his missionaries asking that they write back not just
about their ministries, but also about the local customs,
the plants and wild life — "anything that seems
extraordinary."
Most of all, Ignatius Loyola wanted his Jesuits and
everyone to go out and "ﬁnd God in all things." He died
in 1556 — on July 31, his feast day in the
Catholic Church.
Reprinted from the website of the Jesuits in the United
States www.jesuits.org

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

LITURGY NOTES—
NOTICE TO SINGERS AND MUSICIANS!
The STM Adult Choir is starting
rehearsals for the upcoming choir season
on Thursday, August 17 at 7:00 to
8:30 PM in the choir room. If you sing,
have sung, or would like to, call Jack Friel
at 404.357.7019, or contact him at
jackfriel@comcast.net for more
information.
If you play an instrument and would like
to add you musical skills to STM’s
musicians, call Joe Messina at
404.378.4588, or contact him at
jmessina@stmga.org for more information.

TAKE A HIKE WITH YAM!
Where: Sweetwater Creek White Trail
When: Saturday, August 5, meet at STM at 10 AM
For more details, contact
Chad: cgpeltier@gmail.com

YOUTH AND TEEN MINISTRY
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact: teens@stmga.org

EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

EDGE:
Time to support the 3rd annual Pope Francis build! EDGE is committed to supplying lunch for the crew working!
Sat. August 12th http://www.signupge nius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-feed
SAVE THE DATE!!!
EDGE kickoﬀ is Sunday August 20th!
EDGE Retreat at Ignatius House. This is a great way to start the year!
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-youth16

LIFETEEN:
Interested in Youth lector & Usher training for Sunday night youth Mass? Come to the workshop!
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-youth16
Opportunity for service hours:
Help with the Decatur Interfaith Experience August 20th
For more information, please contact Rita Haggerty hagge rtyr@att.ne t

DONUTS
A big thank you to everyone for supporting our youth
through coﬀee and donut sales! The money raised this
year went to oﬀset costs for mission trip and summer
camp for both Edge & Lifeteen. You made it possible for
our middle and high schoolers to experience God’s love in
a unique way through these trips. Please continue to
support our youth groups!

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
ARCHDIOCESE OFFERS RETREAT FOR ADULT MALE SURVIVORS OF ABUSE
The Archdiocese of Atlanta is oﬀering a 3-day retreat to adult male survivors of sexual abuse at the Carmel Retreat Center
in Hoschton GA from September 15-17. The registration deadline is August 30. For more information, contact Sue Stubbs
at 404-920-7550 or sstubbs@archatl.com. There are also informational materials in the pamphlet racks in the narthex and
posters.

THE S FACTOR SPECIAL SERVICE PROJECT
The S Factor is collecting "new" winter coats for homeless veterans. To date 20 coats have been donated from within The
S Factor. We are now inviting the parish at large to participate. This project is a partnership with the VA Hospital.
The most needed items are coats for men and women (sizes lrg and xlrg) and MARTA passes.
August 15th will be the ﬁnal day for the donations. Contact Cass Catroppa @ ccassie cat@aol.com or 404 377 6944 for
further information.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT DEAM
Volunteers needed to interview clients in the oﬃce and to work with the Food Pantry. You can volunteer on our new
website www.deamdecatur.org or contact Karen Johnson at 404-373-9283.

SCHOOL NEWS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Sun. August 6, 3:30-5:30 PM New STM School Family and Kindergarten Pizza and Ice Cream Social in
Mulhern Hall.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, twelve months a year,
year our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool (including 3 yr. olds no
longer enrolled in Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open
15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child(ren)
join us each week. You can focus on mass while they have
fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available. Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

BAPTISM CLASSES
There are no baptism classes in July or August. Classes will
resume on September 9th.

WELCOME TO ST. THOMAS MORE
Ms. Athena Boatwright
Ms. Kelly Conlon
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Cortese
Mr. Dioba Coulibaly
Ms. Beth Dorrian
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Grimes
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Halligan
Douglas and Jill Hughes
Mr. and Mrs. Lance Krall
Mr. and Mrs. William Little III
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Magner
Miss Kathleen Mason
Mrs. Silvia Mastriforti

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Minarich
Mrs. Theresa Mitchell
Ms. Amanda Modica
Mr. Nicholas Montoro
Mr. and Mrs. David Noble
Mr. and Mrs. Rvari O'Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Rosenbaum
Mr. Thomas Rude
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sabolik
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Swartz
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wetzel
Rev. Bruce W. Wilkinson

NEW HOURS
The Parish Oﬃce will be closed between 12:00 and
12:30 PM for lunch.
For the summer, the oﬃce will be closed on Sundays.
We will reopen Sunday, August 6th.

PARISH FINANCE
JUNE 2017
DONUTS
Congratulations to EDGE and
LifeTeen youths for successfully
managing our Sunday Donut Socials
provided after mass every
Sunday. Their hard work and many
hours raised $3,663 in FY17. The
funds will be used to oﬀset Mission
Trip and Summer Camp expenses.
Thanks to all the parishioners who
participated in this fund raiser by
purchasing donuts, coﬀee and juice
every Sunday. The kids set the bar
pretty high this past year, but I
believe we are up to the challenge
to set the goal to raise $4K in FY18 .
Happy Eating!

ONLINE GIVING FACTS AND UPDATES
Do you have an STM online giving account? Are you experiencing problems with your account? Here is a sample of some
problems you may encounter. You chose the option for a Quick Give account and now can’t access it, you forget your user name or pass word, your account has been suspended, your address has changed or you need to make an adjustment
in your record, your account is not activated, or a transaction didn’t go through? If you are experiencing problems of any
sort DO NOT CREATE A NEW ACCOUNT.
ACCOUNT If you have any problems or questions, please contact Marie at 404404-378378-4588 x
112 or mdie bold@stmga.org.
bold@stmga.org. If I can’t solve your online problem I will contact Parish Soft and will get back to you as
quickly as I can. On another note, all payments for EDGE and LIFETEEN, Confirmation, Vacation Bible School, etc. must
now be paid online. For more information or questions, please contact me.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT YOUR CATHOLIC FAITH?
CHECK OUT THE 11TH ANNUAL CATECHIST CONFERENCE
“LIVING AS MISSIONARY DISCIPLES”
Saturday, August 5th 8:00 AM—4:30 PM at Marist High School, 3790 Ashford Dunwoody Rd.
Sponsored by the N Metro, NW and NE Metro & Central Deaneries of Atlanta. Registration now
open at https://cate chistconfe re nce .wordpre ss.com/

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
When: August 27th 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Where: Mulhern Hall
Access Your Online Scheduling Account:
http://www.redcrossblood.org/
If you are a returning user, please click on the button in the Blood Drive Coordinator section and enter your user name
and password in the login box. If you do not know your login information, please click on the "Forgot Username and
Password" link and enter your email address in the ﬁeld provided. If you need additional assistance, visit the online help
section of our website.

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
Children's Liturgy of the Word needs volunteers on Sunday mornings
during the 9:30 AM Mass. Volunteers will be divided into rotating teams-this is a three week on, 6 week oﬀ time commitment, September-May.
All volunteers must complete background check and VIRTUS training. For
more information, please email Jen Dalmy, je ngosse tt@gmail.com

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in the STM
chapel Monday through Saturday from 9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.

WELCOMING OUR NEIGHBORS
A DECATUR INTERFAITH EXPERIENCE SUNDAY, AUGUST 20, 2017, FROM 2 – 5 PM
AT ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 636 WEST PONCE DE LEON AVENUE, DECATUR GA 30030
You and yours are warmly invited to gather together with neighbors from all walks of life and faith expressions for an
afternoon of storytelling, music, community service, a panel discussion, “speed-faithing” and, of course, a pot-luck
meal. The gathering is oﬀered free of charge and everyone is welcome. Bring a favorite dish to share and a friend.
Childcare will be provided.

Join Us for the Feast Day of
St. Ignatius of Loyola
OPEN HOUSE JULY 31st 4 PM—7 PM
www.ignatiushouse.org 404-255-0503

