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636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
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PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 pm (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

TUE & THURS 
5:30 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 

                   JULY 31,  2016 | 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Ignatius came from a family of minor nobility in Spain’s northern Basque region. 
One thing to know about Ignatius is that he was far from saintly during much of his 
young adult life. He was vain, with dreams of personal honor and fame. He gambled 
and was not above sword fighting. As some have noted, he might have been the only 
saint with a notarized police record: for taking part in a nighttime brawl. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
All that began to change one day in the spring of 1521. Ignatius was 30 years old at the 
time, an officer in the Spanish army. Leading his fellow soldiers into a battle against the 
French that they were sure to lose, he was struck by a cannonball in the leg. During a 
difficult recovery (he limped for the rest of his life), the young man asked for books 
about chivalry — his favorite reading.  There weren’t any at the family castle where he 
convalesced. He had to settle for a book about the life of Christ and biographies of the 
saints — which he found unexpectedly riveting. 

St. Ignatius had always dreamed of imitating heroic deeds, but now, the heroes had 
names like Francis of Assisi and Catherine of Siena. Ignatius also noticed something 
strange happening to him. God, he realized, was working within him — prompting, 
guiding, inviting. As he traveled far and wide, he realized too that God was similarly at 
work in the lives of all people, in the everyday events of the world. 

(continued on page 7) 

JULY 31—THE FEAST DAY OF ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA 

http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-voices/st-ignatius-loyola/


 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of 
St. Thomas More will remember the following persons 
along with all the living and dead.  We encourage pa-
rishioners to say the names of deceased loved ones 
aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do 
so by the presider.  
 
SUNDAY, July 31, 2016 
8:00 AM Brad Gay † 
 
MONDAY, August 1, 2016 
5:30 PM Aubrey Morgan † 
 
TUESDAY, August 2, 2016 
5:30 PM Mae Duran Smith † 
  
WEDNESDAY, August 3, 2016 
7:00 PM Jef Murray † 
  
THURSDAY, August 4, 2016 
5:30 PM Richard Mende † 
  
FRIDAY, August 5, 2016 
5:30 PM George Eddleman † 
 
SATURDAY, August 6, 2016 
5:30 PM Jesse and Irene Eddleman † 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact  
Charlotte Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or 
have the express permission of the one to be  
remembered. 
  
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
  
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the  
narthex.  Parishioners will remember these each time 
we gather for Eucharist.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Carol Palmer, Financial Administrator 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Joe Messina, Director of Music  & Liturgy 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 
 
Mrs. Shelly and Mr. Shon Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

KEEP IN MIND 

SUNDAY BULLETIN 
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to  
bulletin@stmga.org.  

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  
We invite you to join our parish.  We will be richer for your 
presence and participation.   
On-line registration is available at: www.stmgaparish.org 
For more information about membership and  
registration, Contact Marie Diebold at: 
mdiebold@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 

PARKING AT STM 
Plentiful off-street parking is available behind the church 
with access from W. Trinity Place.  Limited off-street  
parking is available in front of the church with access from 
W. Ponce de Leon Ave. 

mailto:mdiebold@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
This weekend, on July 31, the Church, 
especially the Jesuits and their  
colleagues, remembers and thanks 
God for St. Ignatius Loyola, the  
founder of the Society of Jesus. 

By most accounts, Ignatius was born 
sometime during 1491, in Loyola, near 
Azpetia, in the north of Spain. In 1540, 
following an undisciplined early life, a 
war wound and lengthy recovery, and a profound  
spiritual conversion, Ignatius, with the assistance and 
support of several companions, gained the official  
approval of Pope Paul III of the Compania de Jesus. 

From its earliest days, before the Society became  
involved in formal education or parish ministry, the  
members of the Society were committed to preaching, 
catechizing children, doing “works of charity,” and offering 
the sacraments, especially the Sacraments of Eucharist 
and Reconciliation. Ignatius insisted that Jesuits spend 
considerable time doing “hands on” care of the sick. The 
Jesuit historian, John W. O’Malley, S.J., writes in his very 
readable The First Jesuits: “Wherever the Jesuits went, 
they eventually found their way to the hospitals…. They 
sometimes washed and fed the patients and otherwise 
tried to make them physically comfortable. They 
preached to them and, if they were priests, heard the 
patients’ confessions. This became almost routine for 
members of a Jesuit community of any size.” 

Of course, ministry to the sick is not unique to the Jesuits; 
it was at the center of Jesus’ own ministry, and those who 
are faithful to his example continue that work to this day, 
including the faithful parishioners at St. Thomas More. I 
can’t express too much my gratitude to and admiration 
for those parishioners who have taken on our parish-
sponsored ministry to the sick and homebound as  
Eucharistic Ministers. Even now, several weeks after my 
call for volunteers, we continue to get new volunteers to 
help with this work. 

STM parishioners also assist Mother Theresa’s sisters in 
caring for the sick at Jerusalem House. Other  
parishioners participate in the STM Cancer Sewing Group 
in service to the sick at Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Cancer Home. Many other STM parishioners, no doubt, 
care for sick and infirm family members in their homes 
without publicity or other recognition. In all of you, Jesus 
is alive and active. 

Another important component in our parish’s ministry to 
the sick is offering the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick. To this end, we are planning an anointing service 
after the 5:30pm Vigil Mass on Saturday, August 6.  
 

I encourage all parishioners who are sick or infirm to  
participate in this service. Catholics believe that, in the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, we encounter the 
person, Jesus, and experience his healing activity. This is 
not a sacrament reserved for the dying; on the contrary, 
the Church means for it to be readily available to anyone 
who is seriously ill, who suffers the infirmities of aging, or 
who is facing significant surgery. Neither is this a “one 
time only” sacrament that cannot be offered more than 
once as one’s need for its effects continues. 

It is a source of sadness to me that so many Catholics 
continue to think that one must be at the point of death 
in order to “qualify” to be anointed. As a result, many  
persons put off calling the priest until the sick person is 
unconscious or otherwise unable to participate in the 
ritual, thereby precluding him or her from experiencing 
the fullness of the sacrament’s effects. 

To be sure, the Church may have contributed to this 
thinking by the way we spoke of the sacrament in times 
past. We called it “Last Rites,” and “Extreme Unction,” and 
we implied that the sacrament was only for persons at 
the edge of death. But now we say that this sacrament is 
not only for the dying, but is also for the “not so sick.”  
Parishioners can help advance this refreshed thinking by 
encouraging sick family and friends to request it more 
freely. 

And by all means, if you think that you might benefit from 
the encounter with the Jesus who heals and strengthens, 
who accompanies us in our illness and fears, and who 
frees us from the power of evil, come to the Vigil Mass on 
Saturday, August 6, at 5:30pm and receive the Sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick. 

Even if you are not sick, come to that anointing ritual and 
join in our parish prayer for our parishioners who are 
experiencing this need. Let Jesus move in and through 
you. 

Fr. Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Alex Brown at 912-713-2518 or Kirsten Wehner at  
404-579-0130, or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com  
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A CATHOLIC? 
If you are interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a 
Catholic, contact Fr. Pat Earl at: pearl@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  For more information on the process of becoming 
a Catholic, go to: www.stmgaparish.org, and click on “Religious  
Education and Faith Formation.” 

RCIA PROGRAM AT STM 
Carl and Fran McColman, parishioners at STM, have agreed to 
serve as co-directors of our RCIA program for the coming 
year.  RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is the Church’s 
program to initiate persons who are not Catholic into the Catholic 
community.  The program involves instruction, community service, 
and private and common prayer.  For those persons who have not 
yet been baptized, the program culminates with their baptism  
during the Easter Vigil service.  Carl and Fran themselves became 
Catholics through participation in the RCIA program, so they are 
very well-situated to serve as co-directors of our program. 
 
Fran is an educator with the Dekalb County school system, and 
Carl teaches and writes about prayer and spirituality. He is  
associated with the monastery in Conyers and has assisted with 
programs at the Ignatius House retreat center which the Jesuits 
sponsor. 
 
We encourage parishioners who may be interested in  
accompanying participants in our RCIA program on their faith  
journey to contact Carl or Fran at the parish offices, or Michele 
McHale-Pickard, our Director of Religious Education and Faith  
Formation, or Fr. Pat Earl,  who serves as the Jesuit advisor to our 
parish adult education programs. RCIA works best when  
parishioners take an active part in welcoming persons to the  
Catholic  community.  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 

Mon Aug 1 Welcome Committee 7:00 PM Parish Library 

Wed Aug 3 S Factor Planning meeting St. Julie Room 

Thurs Aug 4 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Sat Aug 6  Baptism Class 10:00 AM St. Julie Room 

Sun Aug 7 Rosary 10:30 AM Chapel 

Sun Aug 7 Youth Choir Practice 4:00 PM Church 

Wed Aug 10 Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library 

Thurs Aug 11 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Sun Aug 14 Rosary 10:30 AM Chapel 

Sun Aug 14 Youth Choir Practice 4:00 PM Church 

Thurs Aug 18  NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
STM will offer the communal celebration of the Sac-
rament of Anointing of the Sick after the 5:30 PM 
Mass on Saturday, Aug 6.  Who should receive the 
Sacrament? The Sacrament is for those whose 
health is “gravely” or “dangerously” impaired due to 
sickness, those who are notably weakened by age, 
even though not suffering serious illness and those 
who will be undergoing surgery in the near future. 
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele  
McHale-Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons presenting a child for 
baptism may be required to participate in a short 
preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST  

EUCHARIST, AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the  
Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation for the 
first time, or to be confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips 
at ephillips@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-
Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be  
married at St. Thomas More will be required to  
participate in a marriage preparation program.  
For more information on the sacraments at STM 
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

LITURGY NOTES 
“Understanding the Liturgy of the Word as a  
sacramental moment to encounter Christ through 
the word proclaimed has important implications for 
how this part of the Mass is celebrated. Many  
parishes rely on missalettes so that people can read 
along while the word is proclaimed. But  
reading along and listening attentively are very 
different activities and often have different  
results. We believe that Christ is actually present, 
proclaiming his word through the lector or deacon 
or priest. We are called to listen, not read along. If 
the purpose (of the Liturgy of the Word) is to have a 
spiritual experience of Christ speaking to us  
today, then it is better to sit back and listen with 
open ears and open hearts. Of course, it is very 
helpful if the listener is familiar with the word  
before the proclamation. When we come to church 
already familiar with the readings, we are free to 
relax and let the Lord speak to us.” 
“Putting aside our own texts also reminds us that 
the Liturgy of the Word is a communal event, not a 
private one. We can and should read the  
Scriptures on our own every day, but when we  
gather for worship, we listen to the word of God 
together.” From Worshiping Well, by Lawrence E. Mick.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:pearl@stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

     TEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade) & EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 

 
 The XLT Season Kickoff Concert is Matt Maher! — Join us Saturday Aug. 20th at 7:00 PM at All Saints Catholic 
 Church. Matt Maher is the premier Catholic Praise & worship person!  You will know lots of his songs.  He  
 performed for the Pope at the last world youth day and is doing so again this week in Poland.  You don’t want to 
 miss this opportunity—he’s fantastic.  We encourage the whole family to attend! Tickets are $20. Visit 
 www.stmgaparish.org to sign up!  
 XLT dates for 2016-2017 are on our FB page: STMGA Lifeteen 
 Follow us on Instagram: stmgalifeteen 
  Follow us on Twitter: STM Lifeteen @STMGA_lifeteen 

 

 
   

PARISH FINANCES 

In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
July 16-17 2016 Offertory $14,140.66   
Online    $11,400.00  
Total    $25,540.66   
   
The second collection the weekend of July 30-31 will be a 
special appeal for the Mission Cooperative Program in 
our archdiocese. This year several missionaries, religious 
orders and (arch) dioceses have been chosen from over 
200 applications to take part in this program. Thank you 
for your generosity last year and please prayerfully 
consider your response this year. 

Leaving your retirement plan to the parish: 
A very simple way to make a gift to the  
parish is to make the parish one of the  
beneficiaries of your IRA, 401K, or other 
retirement plan. Simply call the organization 
that manages your plan and ask for a 
change of beneficiary form. You can leave a 
dollar amount or a percent of the  
remainder of your plan. This will go directly 
to the parish to help them for the future. 
For more ways to help your parish with a 
future gift please contact Juliet Greco at The Catholic 
Foundation of North Georgia 404-497-9440 or email 
jgreco@cfnga.org 



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

MORE EATS WED, AUG 3RD 
6 to 7:30 PM in Mulhern Hall 
Adults $5, children $2.50 
Menu 
Pork  Loin 
Oven baked potatoes 
Apple sauce 
Tossed salad 
Rolls cup cakes 

THE S FACTOR AUGUST ACTIVITIES 
Aug 3     Planning meeting at 1 PM in the St. Julie room 
Aug 19   Movie Night "Bridge of Spies" at 7 PM in the  
St. Julie room 
Aug 24   Lunch at 1 PM at Chai Pani  
 
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
STM will be holding a blood drive on Aug 28th in Mulhern 
Hall from 8:00 AM—1:00 PM.  You can make an  
appointment at www.redcrossblood.org and follow the  
instructions. The St Thomas More’s code is sttmcc.  
Walk–Ins are welcome. 
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  
Our Sunday Nursery for ages 3 months - preschool is open 
every Sunday throughout the summer during our 9:30 AM 
and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes before each 
mass. Please have your child(ren) join us this summer. You 
can focus on mass while they have fun and play in a safe 
place! Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary 
Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  

 

CATECHISTS NEEDED  
We are looking for catechists for our Religious Education 
program starting this fall. We specifically need lead  
teachers for the 4 year old classes, a kindergarten lead 
teacher and a few assistant teachers.  Please email  
ephillips@stmga.org if you are  interested. 

SAVE THE DATE –  AUGUST 21ST 5:30 PM 

Rev. Gregory J. Boyle, S.J. will  
preside over the 5:30 PM mass on  
Sunday August 21st and will then speak 
in Mulhern Hall. Father Boyle is the 
founder and executive director of 
Homeboy Industries.  
 

SISTER ACT COMING TO STM  

The STM Theatre Ministry is 
gearing up to entertain us 
with the play Sister Act.  The 
play will be presented the  
weekends of Oct 7th, 8th & 
9th and Oct 14th, 15th and 

16th.  If you would like to get involved behind the scenes, 
help with concessions, work with costumes, or help in any 
other way please contact Joe Messina at 404-378-4588  
X 120 or email jmessina@stmga.org 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

EPIPHANY’S ANNUAL JUMBLE SALE—SATURDAY, AUGUST 6 
Don’t miss the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany’s annual Jumble Sale, Saturday, August 6 from 9 AM to 2 PM, at 2089 
Ponce de Leon Ave., NE, Atlanta. Toys…books…house wares…furniture… and hundreds of other items, available at great 
prices! This year, proceeds from the sale will benefit ministries of the Episcopal Church Women (ECW). For information 
call 404.373.8338 or visit www.epiphany.org. 

 

MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST 
All women are invited to the MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST on Sat., Aug. 13, 2016, from 9:30 AM-12 PM. 
at Holy Cross Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta. The guest speaker will be Linda Gillespie 
Delgross. Breakfast reservations are $15 and must be made in advance. Please mail check, payable to  
Magnificat Joyful Visitation, by Aug. 8 to: Jo Ann Rademacher, 1260 Mountain Ivey Court, Sugar Hill, GA 
30518. Check-in is at the door for those with reservations only. For information call Jo Ann Rademacher at  
770-831-0693. 
 

ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX DAY OF REFLECTION 
Wed., Aug. 17; 9 AM-3 PM; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700 Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. St. Bernard of  
Clairvaux was famous in his own time, but in later times was overshadowed by other great saints like Thomas Aquinas or 
Francis of Assisi. Yet, St. Bernard’s spirituality of the love of God is more relevant than ever. Explore his spiritual wisdom 
using his words. Carl McColman will lead this day of prayer and reflection, “Exploring the Love of God With St. Bernard of 
Clairvaux.” A light breakfast and delicious lunch are included with ample quiet time. Contact: www.ignatiushouse.org or  
404-255-0503.  



PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTIONS 

Universal: Indigenous Peoples 
That indigenous peoples, whose identity and very  
existence are threatened, will be shown due respect. 
 
Evangelization: Latin America and the Caribbean 
That the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean, by 
means of her mission to the continent, may announce the 
Gospel with renewed vigor and enthusiasm.  

SUMMER RETREATS 
Aug. 5-7 or Aug 11-14; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat  
Center, 6700 Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. Pope Francis 
writes, “Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy.”  
Contemplate mercy following the pattern of the Spiritual 
Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola in one of these Year of 
Mercy summer retreats. Come to encounter a merciful 
God. Enjoy the comforts of a private room and bath,  
delicious meals prepared for you, and the perfect peaceful 
setting for you to grow deeper in faith. Register 
at www.ignatiushouse.org. Contact: 404-255-0503.  

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES 

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

CARE FOR GOD'S CREATION 

We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship 
of creation. Care for the earth is not just an Earth Day  
slogan, it is a requirement of our faith. We are called to 
protect people and the planet, living our faith in  
relationship with all of Gods creation. This environmental 
challenge has fundamental moral and ethical dimensions 
that cannot be ignored.  
For more information visit http://www.usccb.org 

KEEP STM IN MIND DURING SUMMER TRAVELS 

Have fun on your summer vacations! We know you’ll be 
out of town for a few Sundays this summer.  But that 
doesn’t mean you can’t participate through your regular 
tithes. You are more than welcome to either mail or bring 
your offertory by the parish office.  Or you can use an 
Online Giving account.  You can contribute from wherever 
you are or you can even set up payments in advance if 
you like!  And when you give online, it helps us make our 
budget, even when attendance is low. Visit our website at 
www.stmgaparish.org and click on the green icon for the 
Online Giving link. Any questions, contact Marie Diebold at  
404-378-4588 x112 or mdiebold@stmga.org. 

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

PARISH REMINDERS 

ST IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA 

(continued from cover) 
These experiences would prove to be the beginnings 
of Ignatian spirituality — and Jesuit ministry. While in Paris, 
Ignatius gathered around him some friends or 
"companions," as they became known. Together they 
made religious vows in 1534 and came to call themselves 
the Compañia de Jesús — the Society of Jesus. Six years 
later, the order was granted official approval by the pope. 

The early Jesuits fanned out to the metropolises of Europe 
and beyond. They did so with instructions from Ignatius, 
their leader in Rome, to “seek the greater glory of God” 
and the good of all humanity. They devoted themselves to 
the care of souls, to helping people discern God’s  
presence in their lives. 

Anything Extraordinary 

One other thing to know about the Jesuit founder is that 
he was a different kind of saint. As the noted Jesuit  
historian Fr. John W. O’Malley, S.J. has observed, "Ignatius 
redefined the traditional basis of saintliness," which usually 
involved a degree of unworldliness. 

In contrast, O'Malley refers to Ignatius as a "worldly saint." 
He made sure his men were spending most of their time 
not in pulpits and confessionals, but in relatively secular 
spaces such as classrooms — teaching less directly about 
the Bible and Church doctrine than about literature and 
the ancient classics. He sent letters to his missionaries 
asking that they write back not just about their ministries, 
but also about the local customs, the plants and wild life 
— "anything that seems extraordinary." 

Most of all, Ignatius Loyola wanted his Jesuits and  
everyone to go out and "find God in all things." He died in 
1556 — on July 31, his feast day in the Catholic Church.  

For more information visit jesuits.org 


