August 5, 2018—18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
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636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org

BACK TO SCHOOL!
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MON—FRI
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10:00 AM

See page 6 of the bulletin for the back to school news.

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

STM GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
The next Grief Support Group will meet
on Monday, August 6 at 7:00 PM in the
Family Room off the Narthex. The group
meets on the first Monday of each
month from 7 PM until 8:30 PM.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. Thomas More will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead. We
encourage parishioners to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud
during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.

Monday, August 6

Madge O’Dea
Robert Reimer †

Tuesday, August 7

June Henningfeld †

Wednesday, August 8

Tony Moon †

Thursday, August 9

Jenny Costantino

Friday, August 10

Franz Xaver-Schwarz †

Pray for those who have died:
Margaret Pryor
Pray for those who are sick:
Terresa Ford
Michelle Garcia
Carlos Vargas
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

JOIN OUR PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish
offices during normal business hours.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist

pweaver@stmga.org

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie
Whitcomb

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., Aug. 6

STM Grief Support Group—7:00 PM—Family Room

Tues, Aug 7

S Factor—10:00 AM—"Newsies" at the Aurora Theater

Wed., Aug. 8

Bridge—2:00 PM—Parish Library

Sun., Aug 12

Croatian Mass—2:00 PM—Church
RCIA Meeting—2:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Mon., Aug 13

Baptism Class—7:00 PM—Parish Library
Knights of Columbus—7:00 PM—Youth Room

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…



A reminder that our new STM Grief Support Group
meets for the third time this Monday evening, August
6, in the STM Family Room (off the church narthex)
from 7 PM till 8:30 PM. Any parishioner who is
struggling with a significant loss is welcome to join the
group. Mary Delaney, a professional therapist/
counselor, leads the group’s conversation.



Andy and Sarah Otto, staff at STM and Ignatius House,
are developing a new marriage prep program for
engaged couples living in the Atlanta area. The
program is based on the dynamics of the Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius and promises to be an exciting
alternative to the marriage prep programs currently
offered elsewhere in the Archdiocese of Atlanta. If you
are planning a marriage and are interested in
participating, email Andy for more information:
aotto@stmga.org.

Several random thoughts…


STM has an active ministry for
young adult parishioners 21 to 39
years old. The YAMs, as they call
themselves, schedule a variety of
activities ranging from prayer and
spirituality to social outreach. In
between there are a lot of opportunities simply to hang
out with one another and get to know one another.
The YAMs have terrific leadership, and they have
proven to be an important ministry in the parish. I
encourage other 20s and 30s at STM to become part
of the group. A good place for new YAMs to start is the
3rd Annual YAM Spaghetti Dinner that I prepare and
serve. It will happen on Sunday, August 26, at 6:30 PM
(after the 5:30 PM Sunday Mass) in Mulhern Hall. BYOB



There are a couple staff additions that STM
parishioners will notice. First, we have hired Stewart
Voegtlin to serve as our new Director of Youth Faith
Formation. Parishioners may recognize Stewart; he is a
parishioner who has been active at STM for some time.
He has previous experience in youth ministry at Glenn
Memorial Church on the Emory University campus, and

he has served on the staff at the Candler School of
Theology at Emory. Stewart replaces our beloved
Michele McHale-Pickard, who resigned as our previous
Director of Youth Faith Formation for family reasons
earlier this summer.
Second, participants at the 5:30 PM Sunday evening
Mass will notice a new keyboard player and a couple
new singers. The keyboard player is Chris Chandler.
Chris also assists at St. Monica’s, and he brings great
skill and enthusiasm to the music ministry. The new
singers are Meredith Eastburn and Sean Ryan. They
are husband and wife.
BTW, we will welcome any other musicians and singers
to the 5:30 PM music group as we try to expand that
ministry.





And speaking of music ministry, I am hoping to develop
a youth choir composed of STM middle school kids this
coming year. Joe Messina and I are working with
school staff to recruit singers and to set aside time
during the school day for rehearsal. My hope is that
this group will be a regular presence at the 9:30 AM
Sunday morning family Mass.



STM concluded the 2018 fiscal year in sound financial
shape. Carol Palmer, our parish Business Manager, is
still putting together the final figures, but we will have
an end-of-year report on FY2018 finances available to
parishioners in a few weeks. Any parishioner with
questions about parish finances can contact either
Carol (cpalmer@stmga.org) or me anytime.
Our kids return to school this next week. STM School
will welcome more 483 kids from kindergarten through
eighth grade on August 6. With the kids’ return, the
pace of parish life will surely pick up.

Welcome back, Fr. Pat! We missed you.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

RCIA NEWS
RCIA CLASSES ARE NOW IN SESSION!

It's not too late to join the RCIA process at St. Thomas More.
The RCIA is for any adult who is interested in learning more
about the Catholic faith, and/or thinking about becoming a
member of the Catholic Church. We meet every Sunday after
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
the 9:30 AM Mass. If you would like to join us, please contact
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to Carl and Fran McColman, the RCIA Directors, by emailing
RCIA@stmga.org.
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
IS GOD CALLING YOU... TO BE AN RCIA SPONSOR?
The anointing can be given multiple times.
RCIA is a wonderful program for learning about, and sharing,
the Catholic faith. We ask members of the parish to sponsor
BAPTISM
the inquirers and students in the RCIA process. Being a sponsor
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at
is a way to nurture and deepen your own faith journey while
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
accompanying another person along the way. If you'd like to
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
learn more about being a Sponsor, please contact Richard
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign Joseph (richardjohnjoseph@comcast.net) or Carl and Fran
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
McColman (RCIA@stmga.org).
form are available under Baptisms on the website.
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

RCIA “CLASS REUNION”
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND Anyone who has been an RCIA student or sponsor (or anyone
interested in RCIA is invited for the class reunion on Sunday,
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

Aug. 12 from 3-5 PM in the St. Julie Room.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

DRIVERS NEEDED TO TRANSPORT SENIORS

FUNERALS

I CARE, Inc. is a non-profit organization operating out of The
Church at Decatur Heights; 735 Sycamore Drive in
Decatur. Volunteer drivers provide FREE rides to seniors or
those in need to their medical appointments. For more
information on becoming a volunteer or a client, visit,
icareseniors.org or email coordinator@icareseniors.org

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life.

I CARE, Inc. is looking for drivers to drive seniors to their medical
appointments. Do you think your schedule would allow you to
provide a ride to someone in need to and from a medical
appointment? If you can spare a small amount of time, even if
you can only drive once a month, I CARE, Inc. would be most
grateful for your help. We have many clients but not enough
drivers to satisfy this need.

CCA TUTORS/MENTORS NEEDED

Catholic Charities Atlanta needs volunteer mentors and tutors
for refugees. CCA launched a family literacy program, which
needs volunteers to serve as in-home tutors and mentors to
Catholic Charities’ clients. The time commitment is a weekly
two-hour visit for a minimum of four months. All clients live in
the Clarkston area. Contact: Chelsea Driver at
CDriver@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org or 678-222-3953 for
information.

BIRTHRIGHT RECEIVES STM DONATION

STM has recently made a gift of $1,000 to assist the work of
Birthright of Atlanta, a pregnancy aid center that helps women
with challenging pregnancies gain the confidence and obtain
the resources they need to bring their pregnancies to full term.
STM has been a supporter of Birthright of Atlanta since its
founding in 1969.
For more information, or to volunteer or to make a personal
financial contribution, go to BirthrightOfAtlanta.com or call
770-451-2273.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

FALL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION

Register your child(ren) for the 2018-19 MORE Religious Education year. Religious Education classes will begin on Sunday,
August 26th, 2018 and end on Sunday, May 19th, 2019. All classes start at 10:40 AM and end at 11:35 AM, every Sunday
in session. See the parish website to register.

EDGE AND LIFETEEN REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

It’s time for Life Teen and Edge registration. Edge is for rising 6-8th graders and Life Teen is for rising 9-12th graders. See
the parish website for more information.

CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION

All youth going into 10th grade will be confirmed January 28, 2019. Visit the parish website to register. If you haven’t
yet registered them for Life Teen please do so. The day retreat will be October 28 at Ignatius House and there will be an
overnight weekend retreat at Hidden Lake on January 18-20, 2019.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM LIFE GROUPS

Are you interested in
leading a Life Group this
fall? These small faith
communities run ten
weeks and gather at
people’s homes. If you’d
like to host and facilitate
one, you must come to
this two-hour training. Sunday, August 26 at 1:15pm. Register
here: https://is.gd/lifegrouptraining

MORNING OF REFLECTION: THE DISCERNING
PARENT

Ignatian Insight for Raising Our Children
Thursday, October 11, 2018 9 AM - 12 PM
Directed by Tim and Sue Muldoon
Childcare is available for this morning program at no cost. If
you wish to register your child/children, please send an
email to Sarah at sotto@ignatiushouse.org. Visit
ignatiushouse.org for more information.

HAVE YOU STARTED YOUR CURSILLO?

EXPLORING THE RICHNESS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH The Cursillo method takes a Christian beyond a passive
Can the Early Christian Church Enrich Contemporary
Christians? Presented by The School of Christian Spiritual
Formation Friday, Sept. 21 7 PM - 9 PM, Sat., Sept. 22 9 AM 4:30 PM, Sun., Sept. 23 1 PM - 5 PM. Continental Breakfast
and Lunch served on Saturday! Register by August 31st and
get a $5 discount on the full weekend. Visit
www.holytransfiguration.info/spiritual-formation-conference
or call Anne Willcocks at 770.924.8080

IGNATIAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM

belief in God to a daily interaction with God and His people,
helping one to become more committed in Christ. A Cursillo
weekend is not simply a retreat, but rather the beginning of
a person’s life-long growth as a Christian. If you are
interested in deepening your faith and growing in Christian
community, Cursillo may be just what you’re looking for.
The Cursillo Journey begins with a three-day weekend
experience which invites Catholics to dive deeper into the
well of our faith and personally connect with God’s
unlimited love. The Atlanta Archdiocese Cursillo weekends
will be held at the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers.
Weekends begin Thursday evening and conclude Sunday
afternoon. (Men, Oct 4-7: Women Oct 11-14)

Couples preparing for marriage are invited to join this new
program. Couples will meet one evening per week for four
weeks. This program includes presentations from witness
couples and tools and practices to help marriages For more
information and to register please contact Andy and Sarah
If you are interested in attending a Cursillo Weekend, please
Otto at aotto@stmga.org.
contact Anthony and Kimi Nettuno (406-579-9535),
nettuno44@gmail.com) or Larry Ruder (678-293-6315),
lruder@msn.com.

MICHAEL GERSON TO SPEAK AT STM

We are pleased to announce that Michael Gerson will be
speaking at STM in November. Gerson is a columnist at the
Washington Post and was a top aide to President George W.
Bush. He has written extensively on the place of religion in
the public square. Gerson has been critical of the
de-evolution of evangelical Christianity and its negative
influence on the politics of our current time. November 18,
7:00 PM, Main Church.

PARISH LIFE
LANDMARK STM TREE TO BE REMOVED

THE S FACTOR AUGUST ACTIVITIES

The large oak tree that
stands in the traffic
circle in between the
rectory and the school
will be removed before
the beginning of
school. An arborist
hired by STM has
advised us that the tree
is diseased, may be
unstable, and should
be taken down.
Specifically, the arborist
pointed out the dead
branches at the top of the tree, the mistletoe that infests
the tree, and the secretions at the base of the tree as clear
signs that the tree is and has been in distress for many
months. Rather than risk the tree's falling and damaging
parish or parishioners' property or, worse,
injuring someone, we will have the tree removed as soon
as possible. We have already obtained the necessary
permits from the City of Decatur.

Tues, Aug 7
Thurs, Aug 16
Fri, Aug 17
Wed, Aug 29

BLOOD DRIVE STM
August 26th 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM in Mulhern Hall
If you have made an appointment please
fulfill your commitment. Walk in donors
will be accepted. Access Your Online
Scheduling Account: re dcrossblood.org

"Newsies" at the Aurora Theater 10 AM
Lunch at Wahoo at 12:15 PM
Movie night "The Post" 7 PM Julie Room
VA Service Project Planning Meeting @
12:30 PM in Julie room

The S Factor is collecting $10 MARTA cards for homeless
veterans. Deadline is Sept. 12th. Cards may be dropped
off at the office or mailed to St. Thomas More, 636 W Ponce
de Leon Ave, Decatur Ga 30030, Attn: The S Factor.

MORE EATS WILL RETURN SEPTEMBER 5TH!!
The gang at More Eats is taking some time off this summer
but will be back in September. Keep watching the bulletin
for more information as we get ready for fun, food, and
friendship in the fall!!!

NOTICE TO SINGERS AND MUSICIANS!
The STM Adult Choir is starting rehearsals for the upcoming
season on Thursday, August 23 from 7:00 to 8:30 PM in the
church. If you sing, have sung, or would like to, call Jack Friel
at 404-357-7019 or email him at jackfriel@comcast.net.
If you play an instrument and would like to add your
musical skills to STM’s musicians, call Joe Messina at
404-378-4588 or email him at jmessina@stmga.org.

MONTHLY FOOD COLLECTION

The monthly STM food collection will be the weekend of
August 11-12. Please bring canned & non-perishable food
items, including baby food, cereal, formula, etc. and place in
the boxes located in the narthex. The proceeds of this
Participating donors will receive a $5
Amazon gift card and a Red Cross T-shirt. collection will go to the Decatur-Area Emergency Assistance
Ministry.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTION
August 19—STM St. Vincent de Paul—The second collection the weekend of August 18-19 supports the activities of STM’s
St. Vincent de Paul Society on behalf of the poor in our local area.

SCHOOL NEWS
KINDERGARTEN SAY "HI" AND DROP YOUR
SUPPLIES

THE FIRST DAY OF THE 2018-19 SCHOOL YEAR IS
FINALLY HERE!

Sunday, August 5th – 3:30-5:30pm Kindergarten students
Monday, August 6th – Get your backpacks ready! The STM
can drop in before school starts! Come meet your teacher teachers and staff can’t wait to see the smiling faces of our
and classmates, drop off supplies and back to school forms. kids in their crisp new uniforms and to have the halls filled
with the joyful sounds of teachers welcoming new students
PTO NEW FAMILY PIZZA AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL and of friends reconnecting.
Sunday, August 5th – 3:30-5:30pm Join new to STM families
to make new friends and meet teachers and staff.

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)
YAM'S ANNUAL HABITAT BUILD WAS A SUCCESS!

(Photo on right) Members of STM's YAM with Sharon Steele (top row, center),
Executive Director for Habitat for Humanity Dekalb, at the volunteer site on
Saturday, July 28 in Lithonia, Georgia.

UPCOMING EVENTS







August 5: Brunch after the 9:30 AM Mass
August 26: Spaghetti Dinner—Join YAM for Father Mark's 3rd Annual
Young Adult Spaghetti Dinner after the 5:30 PM Mass on Sunday, August
26 in Mulhern Hall. This dinner is FREE and is open to all young adults in
their 20s and 30s. Bring a friend for a homemade meal by Father Mark
and fellowship with STM's young adult community.
September 9: Brunch after the 9:30 AM Mass
September 22: Young Adult Fall Day Retreat
October 17: Holy Happy Hour

STM’s YAM at the Habitat for Humanity
volunteer site.

COMMUNTIY NEWS
OAK GROVE MOTHERS OF PRESCHOOLERS (MOPS)

Please join Oak Grove Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS). All moms with kids age birth through kindergarten are welcome!
A Christian group for moms of all faiths. We meet at Oak Grove United Methodist every other Wednesday, 9:45-11:45,
beginning September 5. Come enjoy hot coffee and some quality time with fellow moms in the same season of life. Email
OakGroveMOPS@gmail.com or join our Facebook group, Oak Grove MOPS, for more information.

ATLANTA CATECHIST CONFERENCE

Sat., Aug. 18; 8:00 AM-5:00 PM; Renaissance Atlanta Waverly Hotel and Convention Center, 2450 Galleria Parkway, SE,
Atlanta. The conference, “Witnesses of Jesus Christ,” features speakers Stephen Binz, Father Pedro Poloche and Father
Tan Pham. There will be sessions for RCIA teams, leaders and volunteers, as well as for parish catechetical leaders and
youth ministers. Contact: visit http://atlcatechistconference.com for registration details and a schedule.

ARCHBISHOP INVITES BENEFACTORS TO DEO GRATIAS MASS AND BRUNCH

Archbishop Gregory invites STM parishioners who have remembered the Archdiocese or parish in their wills or estate
plans to a special Deo Gratias Mass and brunch on Saturday, August 25. For more information, call Juliet Greco at the
Catholic Foundation at 404-497-9440, or email her at jgreco@cfnga.org.

WAY FOR MEN RETREAT

Sept. 14-16; Carmel Retreat Center, Hoschton. The Way for Men is a three-day retreat for adult male survivors of abuse
offered by the Archdiocese of Atlanta’s Victim Assistance Program. Registration deadline is Thurs., Sept. 6. Contact: Sue
Stubbs at 404-920-7554 or sstubbs@archatl.com for more information.

TOWARD FULL COMMUNION: HOPES, ACHIEVEMENTS, OBSTACLES, AND CHALLENGES

Tues., Sept. 18, 2018 from 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM ; Glenn Memorial at Emory University
Join the Aquinas Center at Emory University for a lecture event featuring Cardinal Kurt Koch of the Vatican as he examines
interfaith and ecumenical efforts in our world today. Cardinal Koch serves as President of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity and President of the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews. His lecture will
elaborate on his Vatican positions, discuss his commitment to ecumenical dialogue, and provide insights from Pope
Francis on interfaith endeavors. Tickets are free. Registration required. Reserve your seats at aquinas.emory.edu.

MARRIED COUPLES:

I am the living bread that came down from heaven, says the Lord. Put God in your marriage. The next Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekends are September 28-30 and November 16-18. You can get more information or apply online at
GATN-wwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME

