
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Closed for Lunch  
12:00-12:30 PM  

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
10:00 AM 

 
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

9:00 AM (School Mass) 
12:15 PM 
6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 
 
 
 
 

         August 12, 2018—19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

MORE Theology is a series of St. Thomas More classes on topics that 
affect us as Catholics, including theology, church history, spirituality,  
liturgy, and church teaching. 
 

This program will help parishioners gain a deeper, clearer  
understanding of what Catholics believe and why we believe. We  
encourage your participation.  
 

Registration is required and can be found on the parish website. 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  
Wednesday, August 15th, is a Holy Day of Obligation 

Mass schedule 
August 14  5:30 PM Vigil 

    August 15  9:00 AM School Mass  
       12:15 PM 
      6:00 PM 

 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. Thomas More will 
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead.  We  
encourage parishioners to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud  
during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Mon., August 13  Franz Ziereis † 
    Alice Mueller  
Tues, August 14   Holy Souls † 
Wed., August 15   Members of STM 
    Johannes Darmawan †  
Thurs., August 16  Amparo Rodriguez †  
Fri., August 17   Aloysius Kalinowski † 

Pray for those who have died: 
Nehemiah Djourou, son of parishioners Charles and Josette  
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Barry Phillips Clark 
Bob Eddleman  
Mary Freeman 
Wieslawa Goncerzewicz 
Valerie Ryczek  
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an 
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the 
express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 
 

 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory  
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish 
offices during normal business hours.  

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
Mon., Aug. 13  Baptism Class—7:00 PM—Parish Library 
   Knights of Columbus—7:00 PM—Youth Room 
 
Thurs,  Aug 16 S Factor Lunch—12:15 PM—Wahoo Cafe 
 
Fri., Aug. 17 S Factor Movie Night “The Post”—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room 
 
Sun., Aug 19 The Word with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library 
   Youth Lector/Usher Training—4:30 PM—Church 
 

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 

Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 

Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 

Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator 
Rdelvalle@stmga.org 
 

Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 

Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 

Aaron Daniecki,  Building Maintenance Technician 
adaniecki@stmga.org 
 

Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 

Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 

Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 

Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators  
rcia@stmga.org 
 

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 

Emails for STM Business Only 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti 
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie 
Whitcomb 

JOIN OUR PARISH 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

This is a reprint from my column 
from the 8/13/17 bulletin in which I 
reported to STM parishioners my 
remarks to our new teachers and 
catechists at their orientation last 
year.  Since I was unable to be  
present at the orientation this year, 
I offer this encouragement to them 
– and you - now. 

School has begun, and there is a noticeable increase in 
the energy around STM. 

A couple weeks ago, I joined Jerry Raymond, principal 
of our parish school, in welcoming several new  
teachers to STM School.  Jerry kindly allowed me to say 
a few words to these new teachers and staff about my 
expectations of them. 

I told the new teachers and staff that I had two primary 
expectations of them.  First, they must love the  
children in ways that the kids can feel. I reminded the 
new teachers and staff that they, like each one of the 
baptized, are disciples of Jesus.  Jesus was sent by the 
Father to love the world on his behalf in that peculiarly 
human way.  Jesus spent his earthly life doing just that 
– healing, feeding, encouraging, accompanying, and 
reconciling.  But now, having died and been raised,  
Jesus can no longer do this work immediately.  Now 
Jesus loves the world through all the baptized,  
including those new teachers and staff.  It is for us 
simply to get out of the way and allow Jesus to love in 
and through us.  Surely it is God’s hope that, if we feel 
the Jesus loving us in and through the other, we will be 
moved to respond with love.  And if we love one  
another, then God’s Kingdom takes tangible form here 
and now. 

I assured the new teachers and staff that those who 
have preceded them in their positions seem to have 
done this well.  I told them that, when I have walked 
through our parish school during the last two school 
years, the children, almost without exception, have  
always had big smiles on their faces.  They have felt the 
love.  Not surprisingly, I see the children extending that 
love and kindness to their classmates.   

Secondly, I told the teachers, St. Ignatius Loyola taught 
his followers that all of creation - not only the natural 
world but also those many human achievements that 
enhance our lives and contribute to our flourishing - is 
a gift from God to be shared with each human person.  
Like any good gift, God gives it as an expression of his 

love for us.  God gives this gift hoping to prompt a  
loving response from us.  In other words, God gives us 
the gift of creation in order to deepen our relationship 
with God and with one another.   

 I encouraged the new teachers and staff to work to 
instill this understanding of the nature and purpose of 
the created world in their students so that they can 
engage the world and all its diverse cultures not in fear 
or suspicion, but with respect, openness, and  
eagerness, ever ready to discover something of God 
there. 

As our religious education, Edge, and LifeTeen  
programs start up again, I offer similar encouragement 
and advice to our catechists in those programs.  Their 
ministry is no less important than that of the teachers 
in our parish school.  I thank all of them for their  
wonderful service.  

I trust that in teaching God’s amazing love to our  
children, we are reinforcing what you parents and  
others responsible for raising children are teaching 
them each day in your homes.   

 

Fr. Mark  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign 
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information 
form are available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 
HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed  
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from  
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

RCIA CLASSES ARE NOW IN SESSION!  
It's not too late to join the RCIA process at St. Thomas More. 
The RCIA is for any adult who is interested in learning more 
about the Catholic faith, and/or thinking about becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church. We meet every Sunday after 
the 9:30 AM Mass. If you would like to join us, please contact 
Carl and Fran McColman, the RCIA Directors, by emailing 
RCIA@stmga.org.  
 

IS GOD CALLING YOU... TO BE AN RCIA SPONSOR?  
RCIA is a wonderful program for learning about, and sharing, 
the Catholic faith. We ask members of the parish to sponsor 
the inquirers and students in the RCIA process. Being a sponsor 
is a way to nurture and deepen your own faith journey while 
accompanying another person along the way. If you'd like to 
learn more about being a Sponsor, please contact Richard  
Joseph (richardjohnjoseph@comcast.net) or Carl and Fran 
McColman (RCIA@stmga.org). 
 

RCIA “CLASS REUNION” 
Anyone who has been an RCIA student or sponsor (or anyone 
interested in RCIA is invited for the class reunion on Sunday, 
Aug. 12 from 3-5 PM in the St. Julie Room. 

RCIA NEWS 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

CRISTO REY ATLANTA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School is looking for volunteers to 
mentor incoming 9th grade students this school year.  
Mentoring is a wonderful opportunity for college graduates and 
corporate professionals to make a real impact in the life of a 
student who may be the first in their immediate family to go to 
college.  Mentors are asked to commit to one full school year, 
with the hopes that the relationship will continue for the  
student’s full high school education. Mentors should plan to 
keep in contact by text or email once a week, meet in person 
once every 4-6 weeks, and attend school sponsored  
extracurricular activities in which their students participates. For 
more information or to apply to be a mentor, please look at the 
Cristo Rey website, http://www.cristoreyatlanta.org/Volunteer/
Mentor-a-Student or contact Ann Curvin 
atacurvin@cristoreyatlanta.org.  
 

 
 

 

PARISH FINANCES 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

August 19—STM St. Vincent de Paul—The second collection the 
weekend of August 18-19 supports the activities of STM’s St. 
Vincent de Paul Society on behalf of the poor in our local area. 
 
September 2—Catholic University—The second collection the 
weekend of September 1-2 is the annual archdiocesan  
collection for the national university of the Catholic Church in 
the United States-The Catholic University of America in  
Washington, DC.  

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:RCIA@stmga.org
mailto:richardjohnjoseph@comcast.net
mailto:RCIA@stmga.org


 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

FALL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION 
Register your child(ren) for the 2018-19 MORE Religious Education year. Religious Education classes will begin on Sunday, 
August 26th, 2018 and end on Sunday, May 19th, 2019. All classes start at 10:40 AM and end at 11:35 AM, every Sunday 
in session. See the parish website to register. 
 

EDGE AND LIFETEEN REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 
It’s time for Life Teen and Edge registration. Edge is for rising 6-8th graders and Life Teen is for rising 9-12th graders. See 
the parish website for more information. 
 

CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION 
All youth going into 10th grade will be confirmed January 28, 2019. Visit the parish website to register. If you haven ’t 
yet registered them for Life Teen please do so. The day retreat will be October 28 at Ignatius House and there will be an 
overnight weekend retreat at Hidden Lake on January 18-20, 2019.  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

THE WORD ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Join our biblical scholar, Jerry Pendrick, each Sunday  
morning to unpack the weekly scripture readings. The  
primary focus will be on explaining the literal meaning of the 
texts, especially the Gospels. 10:40-11:50 AM in the Parish 
Library, beginning August 19.   
 

STM LIFE GROUPS 
Are you interested in leading a Life 
Group this fall? These small faith 
communities run ten weeks and 
gather at people’s homes. If you’d 
like to host and facilitate one, you 
must come to this two-hour  
training. Sunday, August 26 at 

1:15pm. Register here: https://is.gd/lifegrouptraining  
 

IGNATIAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM  
Couples preparing for marriage are invited to join this new 
program. Couples will meet one evening per week for four 
weeks. This program includes presentations from witness 
couples and tools and practices to help marriages For more 
information and to register please contact Andy and Sarah 
Otto at aotto@stmga.org.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STM COFFEEHOUSE 
Join us after the 9:30 AM Mass in the St. Julie Room for a 
chat with a local expert on various themes and topics while  
enjoying a cup of joe.  
Upcoming schedule: 
September 9 - Healthy Living for Your Heart, with Dr. Renato 
Santos  
September 23 - The Jesuits and Women in the Japanese 
Missions, with Dr. Haruko Nawata Ward  
October 14 - Vatican II and Women’s Religious Congrega-
tions, with Louise Milone  

 

 

 

MICHAEL GERSON TO SPEAK AT STM 
We are pleased to announce that Michael Gerson will be 
speaking at STM in November. Gerson is a columnist at the 
Washington Post and was a top aide to President George W. 
Bush. He has written extensively on the place of religion in 
the public square. Gerson has been critical of the  
de-evolution of evangelical Christianity and its negative  
influence on the politics of our current time. November 18, 
7:00 PM, Main Church. 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07efix0cv6993f5855&llr=86ousy7ab
http://is.gd/lifegrouptraining
mailto:aotto@stmga.org


PARISH LIFE 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

E-MAIL SCAM MAKING THE ROUNDS AMONG STM  

PARISHIONERS  

Several STM parishioners and staff have reported receiving 
what seems to be e-mailed requests from Fr. Mark and  
others for money or other assistance. These are not  
legitimate! Repeat - NOT LEGITIMATE. Please ignore and  
immediately delete.  
 

BLOOD DRIVE AT STM 
August 26th 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM in Mulhern Hall 

If you have made an appointment please 
fulfill your commitment. Walk in donors 
will be accepted. Access Your Online 
Scheduling Account: redcrossblood.org 
 
Participating donors will receive a $5  
Amazon gift card and a Red Cross T-shirt.  

THE S FACTOR AUGUST ACTIVITIES  

Thurs, Aug 16 Lunch at Wahoo at 12:15 PM 
Fri, Aug 17        Movie night "The Post" 7 PM Julie Room   
Wed, Aug 29       VA Service Project Planning Meeting @  
  12:30 PM in Julie room  
 

The S Factor is collecting $10 MARTA cards for homeless 
veterans.  Deadline is Sept. 12th.  Cards may be dropped 
off at the office or mailed to St. Thomas More, 636 W Ponce 
de Leon Ave, Decatur Ga 30030, Attn:  The S Factor.  
 

MORE EATS WILL RETURN SEPTEMBER 5TH!! 

The gang at More Eats is taking some time off this summer 
but will be back in September. Keep watching the bulletin 
for more information as we get ready for fun, food, and  
friendship in the fall!!! 

NOTICE TO SINGERS AND MUSICIANS!  

The STM Adult Choir is starting rehearsals for the upcoming  
season on Thursday, August 23 from 7:00 to 8:30 PM in the 
church. If you sing, have sung, or would like to, call Jack Friel 
at 404-357-7019 or email him at jackfriel@comcast.net. 
 

If you play an instrument and would like to add your  
musical skills to STM’s musicians, call Joe Messina at  
404-378-4588 or email him at jmessina@stmga.org. 
 

PARISH PICNIC—SAVE THE DATE! 

The 3rd Annual Parish Picnic will be held Saturday,  
September 29. Watch the bulletin for details. 
 

MONTHLY FOOD COLLECTION 

The monthly STM food collection will be the weekend of 
August 11-12.  Please bring canned & non-perishable food 
items, including baby food, cereal, formula, etc. and place in 
the boxes located in the narthex.  The proceeds of this  
collection will go to the Decatur-Area Emergency Assistance 
Ministry. 
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  
Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is 
open for ages 3 months through preschool. The Nursery is 
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We 
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child 
(ren) join us each week! You can focus on mass while they 
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed 
through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities 
always available; Archdiocese security clearance required 
and provided. Questions? Contact our Nursery  
Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 
dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  
 

 

 

SCHOOL IS IN!!!  2018-19 SCHOOL YEAR IS FINALLY HERE!  
 

We’ve had a great first week of the new school year!  It is so wonderful 
to have the school filled again with the smiling faces of new and  
returning students.  To see what’s happening, follow our school on  
social media.  www.stmga.org   

 
 
 
 

PTO WELCOME BACK NIGHTS FOR PARENTS 
These nights are mandatory parent only events.  Students will not be 
allowed to be left unattended in the halls or playgrounds.   
After a brief meeting in Mulhern Hall, parents will go to the classrooms.  
Teachers will review how to use Sycamore, syllabus, curriculum  
standards, grading policies and behavior expectations.   
 
Tuesday, August 14th – 6:30pm K-5 Grades  
Thursday, August 16th – 6:30pm  6-8 Grades  



ATLANTA CATECHIST CONFERENCE 
Sat., Aug. 18; 8:00 AM-5:00 PM; Renaissance Atlanta Waverly Hotel and Convention Center, 2450 Galleria Parkway, SE,  
Atlanta. The conference, “Witnesses of Jesus Christ,” features speakers Stephen Binz, Father Pedro Poloche and Father 
Tan Pham. There will be sessions for RCIA teams, leaders and volunteers, as well as for parish catechetical leaders and 
youth ministers. Contact: visit http://atlcatechistconference.com for registration details and a schedule.  
 

FORTUNATE AND FAITHFUL FAMILIES 
Fortunate and Faithful Families, an archdiocesan-approved ministry for Catholic families with LGBT children, will host a 
time of sharing, discussion and prayer on Sunday, August 26 in the parish hall following 11:00 Mass at the Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception on MLK Blvd.  As the World Meeting of Families in Dublin celebrates its final day, we, too, will 
meet to celebrate our families and address the issue of insensitive language and bullying that can erode the foundation 
of love in homes, schools and churches.  Conal Charles, PFLAG Gulf Regional Director, as well as a Catholic high school 
counselor will facilitate.  All supportive parents, family, and LGBT persons are welcome!  For information, go to ffatl.org, 
the FFF Facebook page, or call 770-924-3920. 
 

ARCHBISHOP INVITES BENEFACTORS TO DEO GRATIAS MASS AND BRUNCH  
Archbishop Gregory invites STM parishioners who have remembered the Archdiocese or parish in their wills or estate 
plans to a special Deo Gratias Mass and brunch on Saturday, August 25. For more information, call Juliet Greco at the 
Catholic Foundation at 404-497-9440, or email her at jgreco@cfnga.org. 
 

EXPLORING THE RICHNESS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
Can the Early Christian Church Enrich Contemporary Christians? Presented by The School of Christian Spiritual Formation 
Friday, Sept. 21 7 PM - 9 PM, Sat., Sept. 22 9 AM - 4:30 PM, Sun., Sept. 23 1 PM - 5 PM. Continental Breakfast and Lunch 
served on Saturday! Register by August 31st and get a $5 discount on the full weekend. Visit www.holytransfiguration.info/
spiritual-formation-conference or call Anne Willcocks at 770.924.8080 
 

TOWARD FULL COMMUNION: HOPES, ACHIEVEMENTS, OBSTACLES, AND CHALLENGES  
Tues., Sept. 18, 2018 from 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM ; Glenn Memorial at Emory University 
Join the Aquinas Center at Emory University for a lecture event featuring Cardinal Kurt Koch of the Vatican as he examines 
interfaith and ecumenical efforts in our world today. Cardinal Koch serves as President of the Pontifical Council for  
Promoting Christian Unity and President of the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews. His lecture will 
elaborate on his Vatican positions, discuss his commitment to ecumenical dialogue, and provide insights from Pope  
Francis on interfaith endeavors. Tickets are free. Registration required. Reserve your seats at aquinas.emory.edu. 
 

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 August 26: Spaghetti Dinner—Join YAM for Father Mark's 3rd  
Annual Young Adult Spaghetti Dinner after the 5:30 PM Mass on 
Sunday, August 26 in Mulhern Hall. This dinner is FREE and is 
open to all young adults in their 20s and 30s. Bring a friend for a 
homemade meal by Father Mark and fellowship with STM's young 
adult community.   
 

 September 9: Brunch after the 9:30 AM Mass  
 

 September 22: Young Adult Fall Day Retreat—9:00 AM - 3:00 PM.        
3 Key Questions for Discernment. $10 registration. Breakfast and 
lunch included. Contact Andy at aotto@stmga.org. 
 

 October 17: Holy Happy Hour 
 

COMMUNTIY NEWS 


