August 13, 2017/The Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

2017 IN-HOUSE MISSION
SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun. 9:00—12:00 Noon
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
Nursery Available during
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

On Tuesday July 25 & Wednesday, July 26, we had our 4th annual ‘”in-house
mission” with the EDGE middle school group. The theme was Heart of God/
where is YOUR heart?. The purpose is to gather the youth and have them
help, not only around the parish grounds, but to assist the STM school
teachers in setting up their classrooms before the kids come back.
The 2 day service project started at 9 AM & ended with daily Mass at 5:30 PM
We averaged 24 middle school youth each day. A HUGE shout out to Ms.
Hannah Harvey (STM alum) who has planned and executed this for the last
4 years!. Here is a partial list of what was accomplished
( some of it in 90+ degree heat)
Mulch the big playground
Scrub both big & little playgrounds
Mulch the main ﬁeld
Weed the beds wherever needed
( ﬁre ants don’t stop us!)
Build shelves
Paint the year’s theme sign for the
youth room
Re-paint tables in youth room
Protect the out door classroom/ gaga pit & wooden benches with linseed oil
Pine straw spread on beds and around trees
Clean the nursery
Help in classrooms & main oﬃce ( Both Kindergartens/ 5th grade/reading
resource/ several middle school rooms.
Clean the main Church & choir area

(continued on Page 4)

AUGUST 15TH THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Vigil Mass Monday August 14th 5:30 PM
(STM bus will pick up seniors for the 5:30 Vigil Mass)
Tuesday August 15th 9:00 AM (School Mass), 12:15 PM and 5:30 PM

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org

MONDAY, August 14 Holy Souls †
Jose Valerio Roches †

LifeTeen
teens@stmga.org

TUESDAY, August 15 Joseph Anthony Loviska †
WEDNESDAY, August 16 Alexander Douglas †

Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE youth@stmga.org

THURSDAY, August 17 Joseph C. Williams †

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

FRIDAY, August 18 Fr. Ray Horan †

Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org

Pray for those recently baptized and their families:
Benjamin Noble, Fiona Reis, Athena Villines-Filipovits

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to
add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be
remembered.

Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org

Mon. Aug 14

Knights of Columbus
7:00 PM Youth Room

Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org

Tues. Aug. 15

S Factor Special Project Meeting
1:00 PM St Julie Room

Wed. Aug 16

YAM CoCo-Chair Strategic Planning
7:00 PM Parish Library

Thurs. Aug 17

STM Families Touch Rugby
7:00 PM Field
STM Adult Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM Choir Room

Fri. Aug. 18

S Factor Movie Night
La La Land 7 pm St. Julie Room

Sat. Aug. 19

Young Adults (YAM) Prayer Group
9:00 AM St Julie Room

Su. Aug. 20

The Word with Jerry Pendrick
10:40 AM—
AM—Parish Library
Welcoming Others—
Others—Interfaith Day
2 PM Mulhern Hall; ND Gym
Croatian Mass
2 PM Church

Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

Emails for STM Business Only

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your
intention to participate actively and meaningfully in our
parish by worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as
often as possible, by participating in our parish
programs and ministries, by doing service in your
neighborhood, and by ﬁnancially supporting the parish
as much as your means allow. By registering, you also
enable us to be of greater service to you and to your
family.
The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex
of the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan
and email it to mdie bold@stmga.org, drop it in the
Oﬀertory basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to
the parish oﬃces during normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
School has begun, and there is
a noticeable increase in the
energy around STM.
A couple weeks ago, I joined
Jerry Raymond, principal of our
parish school, in welcoming
several new teachers to STM
School. Jerry kindly allowed
me to say a few words to these new teachers and staﬀ
about my expectations of them.
I told the new teachers and staﬀ that I had two
primary expectations of them. First, they must love the
children in ways that the kids can feel. I reminded the
new teachers and staﬀ that they, like each one of the
baptized, are disciples of Jesus. Jesus was sent by the
Father to love the world on his behalf in that
peculiarly human way. Jesus spent his earthly life
doing just that – healing, feeding, encouraging,
accompanying, and reconciling. But now, having died
and been raised, Jesus can no longer do this work
immediately. Now Jesus loves the world through the
baptized, including those new teachers and staﬀ.
It is for us simply to get out of the way and allow
Jesus to love in and through us. Surely it is God’s
hope that, if we feel the Jesus loving us in and through
the other, we will be moved to respond with love.
And if we love one another, then God’s
Kingdom takes tangible form here and now.
I assured the new teachers and staﬀ that those who
have preceded them in their positions seem to have
done this well. I told them that, when I have walked
through our parish school during the last two school
years, the children, almost without exception, have
always had big smiles on their faces. They have felt the
love. Not surprisingly, I see the children extending that
love and kindness to their classmates.
Secondly, I told the teachers, St. Ignatius Loyola taught
his followers that all of creation - not only the natural
world but also those many human achievements that
enhance our lives and contribute to our ﬂourishing as
God desires - is a gift from God given to each human
person. Like any good gift, God gives it as an expression
of his love for us. God gives this gift hoping to prompt a
loving response from us. In other words, God gives us
the gift of creation in order to deepen our relationship
with God and with one another.

I encouraged the new teachers and staﬀ to work to instill
this understanding of the nature and purpose of the
created world in their students so that they can engage
the world and all its diverse cultures not in fear or
suspicion, but with respect, openness, and eagerness,
and ready to discover something of God there.
Very soon I will meet with the catechists in our
religious education, Edge, and LifeTeen programs.
I will similarly greet them and encourage them at the
beginning of this school year. They are no less
important in our parish ministry to our children and
teens than the teachers in our school.
I trust that in teaching such things to our children, we
are reinforcing what you parents and others responsible
for raising children have already taught them in their
homes.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
atto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”
FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

LITURGY NOTES-ALL THAT IS HIDDEN WILL BE REVEALED
During preparation for the liturgies throughout the
summer, parish staﬀ and liturgical ministers may want to
spend time in reﬂection on this verse from Isaiah 56:1.
Pondering the words of the prophet will strengthen them as
they seek to illuminate the message of justice in our
worship. It can be easy to tuck away that message and
allow parishioners to limit the Eucharist to private devotion.
In the Eucharist, though, the Kingdom of God is in our
midst. Injustice, hardship, poverty, and division will become
one and redeemed in Christ Jesus. In the Gospel on the
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Jesus praises the
Father for revealing to the little ones what has been
hidden from the wise and learned. Through Christ in the
Eucharist, God reveals to us what has been hidden.
From one Eucharist to another , we are challenged to live
out the Paschal Mystery and become a people of hope.
During my early years in the priesthood...I learned to take
the liturgy into the world...The Eucharist shoved me into
hospital rooms of people dying of AIDS and compelled me
to listen to people waiting in soup lines...We enter such
areas only because we have realized our need for God and
allowed ourselves to be transformed through the liturgy. By
remaining close to the revelation of love proclaimed at the
altar, we are able to bring healing and hope to the world.
Rev. Ronald Patrick Raab, CSC—Pastoral Liturgy

2017 IN-HOUSE MISSION [cont. from cover]
Shout out to our teen helpers: Bridget Patterson,
Jeremy Boise, Jacob Suever. Our Adults: Elaine Phillips,
Tina Guyden, Jessica Prince, Priscilla Noble, Elizabeth
Leonard, Nigist Woldegyorgia & Molly McGoldrick
We worked, we laughed,
we sweated ( a lot) ,
threw water balloons
and came to know that
part of our heart is in
service to our parish &
school.
The question is : Where is your heart?

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
2017-2018 CLASSES
Please Note: Religious Education classes
start Sunday, August 20th.
Late registrations will be accepted until
Sunday, Sept. 10, 2017. No registrations will be
accepted after September 10th.
PLEASE NOTE: RE (RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ) FOR 4YR OLDS
IS MOVING TO THE SAME TIME SLOT AS GRADES K-5TH.
ALL CLASSES WILL MEET FROM 10:40 - 11:35 AM ON
SUNDAYS IN THE STM SCHOOL CLASSROOMS.
FOR DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT : Mrs. McP 404-378-4588
ext 119 , mcp@stmga.org or see the parish website.
Registration is only taken on-line, as are payments.
http://www.stmgaparish.org/parish-religious-educationregistration-form/

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)
DO YOU LOVE TO PRAY?
NEED A LITTLE EXTRA SUPPORT?
Join STM YAM for a weekly prayer and support group
every Saturday for fellowship, support and accountability in
prayer. Coﬀee and snacks will be provided!
SATURDAY 9-10 ST JULIE ROOM
Contact Frances for more info: fcd.work@gmail.com

SWEETWATER CREEK
August 5th

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT YAM
Facebook SaintThomasMore YAM
stthomasmoreyam@gmail.com
Stmgaparish.org/young-adult-ministry

YOUTH AND TEEN MINISTRY
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact: teens@stmga.org

EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

EDGE AND LIFETEEN REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
If you have been a member of EDGE or Lifeteen, we need you re-register every year. Please see the website.
Please note: Registration is not considered complete until the fees are paid on-line. We can no longer accept any cash or
check payments for registration.

EDGE:
EDGE parent poll: Help us plan the best time to meet! https://www.surve ymonke y.com/r/267RBNR

EDGE kickoff is Sunday August 20th!
EDGE Retreat at Ignatius House on 8/27/17. This is a great way to start the year! Deadline to sign up is 8/20/17
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-youth16

LIFETEEN:
Interested in Youth lector & Usher training for Sunday night youth Mass? Come to the workshop!
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-youth16
Opportunity for service hours: Help with the Decatur Interfaith Experience August 20th
For more information, please contact Rita Haggerty hagge rtyr@att.ne t

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
THE S FACTOR SPECIAL SERVICE PROJECT
The S Factor is collecting "new" winter coats for homeless veterans. To date 20 coats have been donated from within The
S Factor. We are now inviting the parish at large to participate. This project is a partnership with the VA Hospital.
The most needed items are coats for men and women (sizes lrg and xlrg) and MARTA passes.
August 15th will be the ﬁnal day for the donations. Contact Cass Catroppa @ ccassie cat@aol.com or 404 377 6944 for
further information.

GIVE A RIDE, GET A RIDE
I CARE, Inc. matches volunteer drivers with senior citizens (including seniors with disabilities) who, for ﬁnancial and medical
reasons, have no other means of transportation to medical appointments. Volunteer drivers use their own vehicles to
provide FREE door-to-door transportation on weekdays, between 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM (may be somewhat ﬂexible with the
time).
I CARE, Inc. has provided this important service to senior citizens since 1998. If you are a senior in need of a ride OR are
interested in volunteer driving, please contact Shannon Streiter, at 404-377-2273 coordinator@icareseniors.org or Tom
Simon, Director, at 770-378-8999 or director@icareseniors.org. For more information, visit www.icareseniors.org. You may
also contact Ginny Lester at 404-512-7394 who can provide information re this ministry.

SCHOOL NEWS
PTO COMMITTEE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
The PTO oﬀers many opportunities for your family to get involved with the
school, with many options to suit your time and talents. We have so many
committees that need your help! ! You can email stmpto@stmga.org to receive a list of all of the volunteer opportunities available at the school and
sign-up today!

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
SUNDAY NURSERY

WELCOMING OTHERS

Every week, twelve months a year,
year our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool (including 3 yr. olds no
longer enrolled in Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open
15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child(ren)
join us each week. You can focus on mass while they have
fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available. Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

A DECATUR INTERFAITH EXPERIENCE SUNDAY, AUGUST
20, 2017, FROM 2 – 5 PM
AT ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 636 WEST
PONCE DE LEON AVENUE, DECATUR GA 30030

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

AUGUST IS MUSIC MINISTRY MONTH
Can you play an instrument? Do you like to sing?
Does your child want to be in the choir? Check the signup
in the narthex all month. For more information, call
Joe Messina at 404/378-4588 x120, jmessina@stmga.org

NOTICE TO SINGERS AND MUSICIANS!
The STM Adult Choir is starting rehearsals for the
upcoming choir season on Thursday, August 17 at 7:00 to
8:30 PM in the choir room. If you sing, have sung, or
would like to, call Jack Friel at 404.357.7019, or contact
him at jackfrie l@comcast.ne t for more information.
If you play an instrument and would like to add you
musical skills to STM’s musicians, call Joe Messina at
404.378.4588, or contact him at
jmessina@stmga.org for more information.

DONATIONS
Please DO NOT LEAVE unsolicited donations in the
narthex.
If you have clothes, toys, etc, take them to the
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store located at
4871 Memorial Dr,
Stone Mountain, GA 30083.
Phone is 404-292-4102 or www.svdpatl.org
Thank you for your cooperation.

MONTHLY SOCIAL TOUCH RUGBY GAME
Every 3rd Thursday of the month at 7 PM at St. Thomas
More School playing ﬁeld. Drinks afterwards at the Marlay
down the road. All levels of ﬁtness and teens to seniors
welcome.
No prior experience playing Touch Rugby is needed!
Guaranteed fun! For more info contact JP & Lucy
O'Donoghue (jpandlucy@gmail.com).

We are invited to gather together to learn about and
explore our customs of hospitality and how they are
understood and practiced within our various religious
communities.
There will be storytelling about welcoming from diﬀerent
faith traditions (including Christian, Muslim, Sikh, Jewish,
Bahai'), a discussion on how we welcome our new
neighbors, music, story sharing from local refugee and
immigrant families, health-kit making for our neighbors in
need, "speed-faithing" which is like speed-dating, and a
pot luck meal. Everyone is welcome. Please bring a favorite
dish to share, and a friend.

JOB OPENINGS:
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR
STM has an immediate opening for a part-time Religious
Education Coordinator.
Coordinator This position reports to the
Director of Youth Faith Formation and is responsible for
coordinating all facets of the department, as well as the
recruitment and training of all volunteer teachers and
aides. This position is responsible for PreK 4 yr. old
through Grade 5 faith formation including sacramental
preparation for First Holy Communion and First
Reconciliation. Also responsible for planning and
executing vacation bible school one week during the
summer. Must be a self-starter with excellent
interpersonal skills, communication, Microsoft Oﬃce and
organizational skills. This person must be fully committed
to the teachings of the Catholic Church and an active,
practicing Catholic in good standing. If interested, please
email your resume to mcp@stmga.org.
JESUITS LOOKING FOR A PART-TIME COOK
The Jesuits at STM are looking for a part-time cook to
prepare the evening meal for the community four or ﬁve
nights each week. If you or someone you know is
interested, call or email Fr. Mark:
404-378-4588 / mhorak@stmga.org.

SUNDAY HOURS
Starting this Sunday, the Parish Oﬃce is open from
9:00 AM till 12:00 Noon on Sunday.
If you had your picture made and have not picked up your
free Parish Directory yet, stop by the oﬃce any Sunday.
The directories will also be available in the narthex next
Sunday August 20.

PARISH FINANCE
UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS
The second collection next weekend, August 19-20 is for the STM Chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
URGENT NEED FOR BLOOD DONORS
When: August 27th 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Where: Mulhern Hall

The American Red Cross is experiencing a severe blood shortage and has issued an emergency call for blood donors.
donors If
you have made an appointment please fulﬁll your commitment. Walk in donors will be accepted. All donors who come
to donate at the blood drive will be emailed a $5 Target eGIFTCARD after their donation.
Access Your Online Scheduling Account: http://www.re dcrossblood.org/
If you are a returning user, please click on the button in the Blood Drive Coordinator section and enter your user name
and password in the login box. If you do not know your login information, please click on the "Forgot Username and
Password" link and enter your email address in the ﬁeld provided. If you need additional assistance, visit the online
help section of our website.

ARCHBISHOP’S DEO GRATIAS MASS AND LUNCHEON
Archbishop Gregory will celebrate Mass and host a luncheon for members of the Archdiocesan Deo Gratias Society on
Saturday, August 26. The Deo Gratias Society is that group of persons who have included a parish, Catholic school, or
other Catholic ministry in their will or estate plans. Persons who would like to attend this event should call or email
Juliet Greco: 404-497-9440, or jgre co@cfnga.org.

ADULT FAITH
THE WORD WITH JERRY PENDRICK —ADULT BIBLE STUDY
St. Thomas More Parish’s Sunday morning adult Bible study (The Word) will resume on Sunday, August 20th. Please join
us each week as we read and discuss the Sunday Mass readings. The primary focus will be on explaining the literal
meaning of the texts, especially the Gospels. 10:40–11:50 AM in the Parish Library.

RENEW—TUESDAY SCRIPTURE STUDY
A weekly Bible study with Louanne Bachner Tuesdays at 1:30 PM-3 PM in the STM parish library. For additional info,
contact Andy Otto at 404-378-4588 X124

WALKING WITH PURPOSE—STM WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Fellowship and Faith at a 22 session Bible Study entitled Ke e ping the Balance . Sessions begin Monday, August 20th
7:00—8:30 PM Mulhern Hall. Sign up at http://tinyurl.com/y8lndgkq

MEETING CHRIST IN PRAYER (BEGINNING SEPT. 17 AT 3 PM)
As a child, you were taught how to pray. Now that you are an adult, you have probably outgrown some of the ways you
prayed as a child. So just how do adults pray? Come and see for yourself. Meeting Christ in Prayer is an engaging eightweek guided experience on Ignatian prayer. No experience praying with others is required! Are you ready to commit to
deeper prayer? Information session is September 17. Contact Andy Otto (aotto@stmga.org) to sign up.

ALSO COMING

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in the STM chapel Monday through Saturday from
9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.

POPE FRANCIS’ AUGUST PRAYER INTENTION
That artists of our time, through their ingenuity, may help everyone discover the beauty of creation.

AT THE EDGE OF WAITING: A CONTEMPLATIVE RETREAT
DIRECTED BY CARL MCCOLMAN (CARL IS CO-DIRECTOR OF RCIA AT STM)
AUGUST 18-20 TO REGISTER: VISIT www.ignatiushouse.org
The Irish word for contemplation literally means "at the edge of waiting." It is a lovely image for a meaningful spiritual
practice. Our retreat time will invite us deep into the soothing silence of Ignatius House, with guidance to contemplate
the beauty and promise of contemplative prayer.

