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636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
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PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 pm (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

TUE & THURS 
5:30 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 

                   August 14,  2016 | 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

On Sunday August 21st, Jesuit Father Gregory 
Boyle will preside over the 5:30 PM mass and 
will then speak immediately after Mass in  
Mulhern Hall.  
 

Father Boyle is the founder and executive  
director of Homeboy Industries. He entered the 
Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) in 1972 and was 
ordained a Catholic priest in 1982. From 1986-
1992, he served as pastor of Dolores Mission 
Church which was at the time the poorest  
Catholic parish in Los Angeles. Father Boyle and 
parish and community members created  

alternative school and a day care program for the gang-involved youth. In 1988,  
Father Boyle created Jobs for Future in 2001 which became the independent  
nonprofit organization, Homeboy Industries. Today, Homeboy Industries trains and  
employs former gang members in a range of social enterprises and provides critical 
services to over 10,000 people annually. Father Boyle is also author of the 2010 New 
York Times bestseller, Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion and 
the subject of a 2012 documentary, G-Dog. 

SEE FATHER GREGORY BOYLE AT STM 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC? 

How do we invite people on the journey of exploring the Catholic faith?  Our best 
way to reach people is YOU!.  Yes, you — who faithfully come to worship every  
Sunday.  You, who bring your faith out into the world and use your love of Christ to 
affect all you do.  You, who pass on the love of God to your children and  
neighbors.  So, we’re asking YOU, if you know of anyone who would be interested in 
learning more about the Catholic Church, please contact us and let us know!  If you 
would be interested in walking this journey of faith with someone as a Sponsor, let 
us know that too! (continued on page 4) 

 
August 15th is not a holy day of Obligation. There will be a school Mass at 9:00 AM in the 
church in honor of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary as well as our regular 5:30 
evening mass in the chapel.  



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of 
St. Thomas More will remember the following persons 
along with all the living and dead.  We encourage pa-
rishioners to say the names of deceased loved ones 
aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do 
so by the presider.  
 
SUNDAY, August 14, 2016 
8:00 AM Tony Moon † 
 
MONDAY, August 15, 2016 
9:00 AM School Mass 
5:30 PM Johannes Darmawan † 
 
TUESDAY, August 16, 2016 
5:30 PM Edith Locsin 

WEDNESDAY, August 17, 2016 
5:30 PM Aloysius A. Kalinowski Diehl 
  
THURSDAY, August 18, 2016 
5:30 PM Kare Wolf † 
  
FRIDAY, August 19, 2016 
5:30 PM Alice Hall † 
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Jorge Fernandez 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact  
Charlotte Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or 
have the express permission of the one to be  
remembered. 
  
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
  
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the  
narthex.  Parishioners will remember these each time 
we gather for Eucharist.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Financial Administrator 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Music  & Liturgy 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 
 
Shelly and Shon Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators  
rcia@stmga.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

KEEP IN MIND 
SUNDAY BULLETIN 
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to  
bulletin@stmga.org.  

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  

We invite you to join our parish community.  Registration 
forms are available online at stmgaparish.org and in the 
pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.  Complete 
the forms and mail it to STM, fax it to STM, scan and 
email it to STM at mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the 
Offertory basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to 
the parish offices during normal business hours.  

 
 



FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

The Church’s ministry to our youth is 
critically important. As our children 
and teens are “formed in the faith,” 
that is, as they grow in their  
relationship with Jesus as Catholics, 
they become faithful adults actively 
participating in the life and work of the 
Church, and they become able to pass 
on their faith to their children. 
 
I want to stress this notion that faith formation is  
fundamentally about growing in relationship with Jesus as 
Catholics. To be sure, this involves instruction, or learning 
about the teachings and traditions of the Church. But 
more importantly, faith formation involves enabling an 
encounter with the living Jesus, who is present and alive 
in the Church, and growing in relationship with him in 
and through the Church. 

Of course, the key players in this project to form our  
children in the faith are you, their parents, godparents, 
and other family members. You have the first and closest 
relationship with your children, and you are with them for 
most of the day, if not the entire day. If your children  
discover a loving God actively engaged in their lives, it 
almost certainly will be because of you. This explains why, 
during the rite of Baptism, the priest or deacon  
repeatedly asks this question of parents and godparents: 
“Are you prepared to do everything possible to raise this 
child in the practice of the faith by teaching him/her to 
love as Jesus loves?” Unless the parents and godparents 
answer “yes, we are,” the priest or deacon will not  
proceed to baptize the child. 
 
But the larger Christian community, that is, the Church, 
shares responsibility for the education and faith  
formation of our children. The Church does this in part 
through formal instruction in the traditions and teachings 
of the Catholic Church. But more importantly, the  
members of the Church proclaim to all men and women 
the continuing loving presence and activity of Jesus in the 
world when we celebrate the sacraments and when we 
love and care for one another. 

Of course, our primary faith formation “program” is  
Sunday Eucharist when our parish community of young 
and old gathers to remember what God has done for his 
people, especially through the person of Jesus, to  
participate in Jesus’ gift of himself to the Father, and to 
eat and drink his Body and Blood for the sake of our 
transformation into the Body of Christ. 

Long before I came to STM, the parish had already  
developed a complex of education and faith formation 
programs for persons of all ages. Parish staff members  

 

Michele McHale-Pickard, Elaine Phillips, Carl and Fran 
McColman, and Louanne Bachner now manage these 
programs. Many parishioners assist them as catechists 
and mentors and chaperones. However, since we  
recognize that the faith formation of our young people is 
of the highest importance, the greater portion of our  
education and faith formation effort is in service to our 
children and teens. This effort includes formal instruction 
and faith formation of our children from the age of four 
through high school in our Religious Education program 
and our Edge and LifeTeen programs, as well as  
preparation of our second graders and high school  
sophomores to receive the sacraments of First Eucharist 
and Confirmation respectively. In addition, children in 
kindergarten through 2nd grade can participate in  
Children’s Liturgy of the Word during the 9:30am Mass 
on most Sundays. 

Children who are enrolled in our parish school receive 
more intensive faith formation in the course of each 
school day. 

During the summer months, we also offer Vacation Bible 
School, Edge and LifeTeen summer camps, the Edge and 
LifeTeen Catholic Heart Work Camp/Mission Trip, and 
various fellowship programs for our middle-school and 
high school children. 

It goes without saying that we cannot help you raise your 
children in the Catholic faith if they do not participate in 
Sunday Eucharist and these other education and faith 
formation activities. I ask parents and guardians to en-
courage your children to participate in them. I am confi-
dent that, if they participate, your children will find these 
programs worthwhile. By all accounts, the middle-school 
and high school kids who participate in Edge and 
LifeTeen have a great time. A brief glance at the photos of 
our kids at Edge and LifeTeen summer camp and on the 
mission trip on our parish website should dispel all 
doubts. 

For more information about our parish-sponsored edu-
cation and faith formation programs for our parish youth, 
call Michele McHale-Pickard or Elaine Phillips at  
404-378-4588, or email them at: youth@stmga.org (for 
Edge), teens@stmga.org (for LifeTeen), or  
ephillips@stmga.org (for the Religious Education program). 

And Michele and Elaine would love you to volunteer to 
help them with the parish’s youth ministry. If you can 
help, let them know. There is lots to do, either as a  
one-time/one day service, or as on-going commitment. 

Fr. Mark 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Alex Brown at 912-713-2518 or Kirsten Wehner at  
404-579-0130, or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com  
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

REBOOT! LIVE!  
Wed., Aug. 17; 7-9:30 p.m.; All Saints Church, 2443 Mount Vernon 
Road, Dunwoody. Do you want to experience your faith and live 
your life more deeply? Then don’t miss Reboot! Live! Presenter 
Chris Stefanick is a dynamic, internationally acclaimed and  
celebrated Catholic speaker and author. This event is for ages 12 
and older, from teens to grandparents. Participants get real-life, 
practical, “can-do” ways of applying the Good News in everyday life. 
From prayer and spirituality to work, dating, marriage, parenting, 
health and more, there is no part of a person’s life that will be left 
untouched. Get tickets online at RealLifeCatholic.com. Contact: 
reboot@allsaints.us.  
 

RCIA PROCESS AT STM STARTING SOON 
(continued from cover) 
The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) process is open to 
those who have never been baptized (or who were baptized in  
another Christian denomination) and would like to learn more 
about the Catholic faith. Participating in the inquiry process does 
not obligate a person to become a Catholic, but of course we want 
to support anyone who does wish to enter the Church. If you are 
interested, please give us a call or email.  The RCIA team will  
respond to you, let you know about the program, and answer any 
questions you might have. The RCIA team would like to get to know 
you before the process starts, so please reach out to us by  
September 6th if possible. 
Our inquiry process will start on September 13th and run Tuesday 
evenings until the Easter Vigil. 
Please send any inquiries to Michele McHale Pickard 
mcp@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 ext 119. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 

Sun Aug 14 Rosary 10:30 AM Chapel 

Sun Aug 14 Youth Choir Practice 4:00 PM Church 

Thurs Aug 18  NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Fri Aug 19 S Factor Movie Night 7:00 PM St. Julie Room 

Sun Aug 21 Rosary 10:30 AM Chapel 

Sun Aug 21 Welcome Table 

Sun Aug 21 Youth Choir Practice 4:00 PM Church 

Sun Aug 21 Fr. Boyle Mass & Presentation 5:30 PM  

Wed Aug 24 S Factor Lunch 1:00 PM  

Wed Aug 24 Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library 

Wed Aug 24 Book Club 7:00 PM 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home 
or in the hospital. The sacrament is not only for 
those close to death, but also for those who are 
seriously ill or infirm and in need of the  
community’s prayers and support. The anointing 
can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele  
McHale-Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons presenting a child 
for baptism may be required to participate in a 
short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST  

EUCHARIST, AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the  
Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation for the 
first time, or to be confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips 
at ephillips@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-
Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be  
married at St. Thomas More will be required to  
participate in a marriage preparation program.  
For more information on the sacraments at STM 
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

LITURGY NOTES 
“At any Sunday Mass, the penitential rite may be 
replaced by the blessing and sprinkling of  
water.  This rite is designed as a reminder of  
baptism, which is the very basis of our  
assembly.  Our identity as the Body of Christ  
enables us to offer the sacrifice of Christ, and our 
baptism is the basis of that identity.  While the use 
of this rite is especially appropriate during the 50 
days of Easter, it can be used anytime the  
community would benefit from reaffirming its  
identity as the baptized people of God.”    
From Worshiping Well, by Lawrence E. Mick.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 
 

TEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  
  

 EDGE and Lifeteen are both in need of Core Members. Core Members will help with sign-in, can help lead or  
facilitate small group discussions, might help present the teaching for a meeting, and most importantly will love our 
teens!  You will need to be cleared through the Archdiocese before you can help. Please contact Elaine or Michelle if 
you are interested. 

 CHANGES TO CONFIRMATION PREPARATION for Current 8th & 9th graders can be found on the Youth Confirmation 
page on our parish website. 
 

 EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 

 EDGE registration is now open for ’16-’17 school year.  Please note that you must register each year.  You can  
register & pay online.  Registration will close ( for T-shirt orders 9/6/16)  

 EDGE CHWC  mission tripper recap: let us know what day works for you by visiting our parish website. 

 Want to help with Youth Mass?  Looking for Lectors, ushers and gift bearers.  Let Mrs. McP know!  We will be starting 
back as of 9/11/16.  

PARISH GIVING 
In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God, parishioners 
and visitors made a joyful return to the Lord. Thank you for  
helping St Thomas More to continue carrying out Christ’s Mission 
and Ministry. 
 
July 23-24 2016 Offertory $18,396.80 
Online    $   7.007.00  
Total    $25,408.80  
 

August 20-21 is the St. Vincent DePaul special collection. Bring 
your special envelope, a check made out to SVDP, or you can 
make your contribution through your bank bill-pay feature. Your 
generous support helps needy families right here in Decatur 
through tough times.  

 

MAKING GIFTS OF REAL ESTATE: 

Do you own a home or vacation home that you no 
longer want or need? Did you know you can  
donate the property to The Catholic Foundation 
and receive a nice tax deduction? We sell the  
property and give the proceeds to your parish  
endowment fund or ministry of your choice. For 
more information, please contact Juliet Greco at 
The Catholic Foundation: 404-497-9440 or 
jgreco@cfnga.org 



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

SATURDAY ADORATION 
For those who do Adoration on Saturdays from 12:00 to 
2:00 PM.  On Aug 20th the Ethiopian community will be 
celebrating a mass in the Adoration Chapel from 12:00  
until 2:00 PM. 
On Sunday, Aug 21st the Croatian community will be having 
a mass in the church beginning at 2:00 PM 
 

NEW PICTORIAL DIRECTORY 
We are beginning the process for a new STM Pictorial  
Directory.  We will be using the Re:Member Church  
Directory Company.  We have a few things to do to prepare 
for the directory and will need your help.  To make sure 
that your information is correct in our files we are asking 
you to let us know your current address, phone number 
and email address. The forms are available in the parish 
office, in the pamphlet racks in the narthex, or on the web 
site (you will need to print it). You can email the competed 
form mdiebold@stmga.org, fax 404-378-0506, bring by the 
parish office or put it in the offertory basket.  Your help in 
this will allow us to keep our records in good order.  Thank 
you for your assistance. 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
STM will be holding a blood drive on Aug 28th in Mulhern 
Hall from 8:00 AM—1:00 PM.  You can make an  
appointment at www.redcrossblood.org and follow the  
instructions. The St Thomas More’s code is sttmcc.  
Walk–Ins are welcome. 
 

SISTER ACT COMING TO STM  
The STM Theatre Ministry is gearing up to entertain us with 
the play Sister Act.  The play will be presented the  
weekends of Oct 7th, 8th & 9th and Oct 14th, 15th and 
16th.  If you would like to get involved behind the scenes, 
help with concessions, work with costumes, or help in any 
other way please contact Joe Messina at 404-378-4588  
X 120 or email jmessina@stmga.org 

MISSION TRIP TO JAMAICA 
We are called to serve one another… 
STM will make it’s annual trip to Kingston, Jamaica, to work 
with the Missionaries of the Poor from November 1-7. 
A planning and informational meeting will be held in the 
Parish Library Tuesday, August 16, at 7PM. 
STM has supported the Missionaries of the Poor for several 
years through donations, food collections, new crib  
mattresses and hands-on work in Jamaica.  The Brothers 
work joyfully and tirelessly to care for hundreds of the  
discarded and unwanted in Kingston.  
We can help…We are called….. 
Questions can be directed to Corky Pagoria,  
cpagoria@bellsouth.net. 

YOUTH BASKETBALL PROGRAM 
Beginning this school year, in an attempt to make the  
registration process easier for everyone, STM is utilizing an 
online registration process for our basketball program 
through Blue Sombrero.  The registration website is 
leagues.bluesombrero.com/stmga. All returning, as well as, new 
players must register on this site to participate in the  
basketball program.  The preferred method of payment will 
be directly through the Blue Sombrero website.  Other 
forms of payment will be accepted only under extenuating 
circumstances. 
In addition, please note that there will still be an  
opportunity for uniform and t-shirt sizing in the STM gym 
on Aug 14 from 12:30-2PM. 
Although we are trying to test the website thoroughly prior 
to the start of registration, we are unable to anticipate all 
issues that might occur.  If you experience any issues, 
please report them directly to my attention at  
jmuller.me92@gtalumni.org.  Thank you in advance for your 
patience and support as we transition to this new  
basketball registration process. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX DAY OF REFLECTION 
Wed., Aug. 17; 9 AM-3 PM; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700 Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. St. Bernard of  
Clairvaux was famous in his own time, but in later times was overshadowed by other great saints like Thomas Aquinas or 
Francis of Assisi. Yet, St. Bernard’s spirituality of the love of God is more relevant than ever. Explore his spiritual wisdom 
using his words. Carl McColman will lead this day of prayer and reflection, “Exploring the Love of God With St. Bernard of 
Clairvaux.” A light breakfast and delicious lunch are included with ample quiet time. Contact: www.ignatiushouse.org or  
404-255-0503.  
 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTERED ENRICHMENT INVITATION 

Marriage Encounter couples are invited to an enrichment program that will provide practical ideas for "living mercy" in 
our marriage, our family and our wider community.  Three Marriage Encounter couples from the community will share 
their personal examples of living mercy, as well as the challenges they have faced. 
Date:     Saturday, August 27th 
Time:    12:30 pm to 4:30 pm, the enrichment will include time for group sharing, dialogue and fellowship. 
Where:  St. Andrew parish in Roswell with childcare provided. 
The cost is $10 per couple and reservations can be made on the website at www.WWMEatlanta.com 

mailto:cpagoria@bellsouth.net
http://www.WWMEatlanta.com


PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTIONS 

 
General Intention: Sports 
That sports may be an opportunity for friendly encounters 
between peoples and may contribute to peace in the 
world. 
 
Evangelization: Living the Gospel 
That Christians may live the Gospel, giving witness to faith, 
honesty, and love of neighbor.  

AUGUST AT IGNATIUS HOUSE 
Don’t let your desire slip away, Come for a Day or Come 
and Stay! Explore the Love of God and Experience Silence 
on Retreat at this sacred place of quiet & peace. Register & 
Reserve your space. August 17th Day of Reflection “Saint 
Bernard of Clairvaux”, director Lay Cistercian, Carl 
McColman; August 11-14th 3 Night Ignatian Silent Retreat, 
Spiritual Director Bob Fitzgerald. Visit 
www.ignatiushouse.org for more information or call 
404.255.0503  

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES 

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

SOCIAL OUTREACH 

PREGNANCY AID CLINIC 

All services at Pregnancy Aid Clinic are free and  
confidential. Please call them for more information, or to 
set an appointment to come into one of their offices in 
the Atlanta area. Their medical staff and client advocates 
are specially trained to help you on an individual basis at 
this stressful time. No matter what your concerns, the 
Pregnancy Aid Clinic supports you from the time of your 
initial office visit. We have over 30 years of experience in 
advocacy and networking with other community agencies 
and social service organizations.  Pregnancy Aid Clinic is 
supported by the Archdiocese of Atlanta.  For more  
Information, go to:  http://www.pregnancyaidclinic.com. 

BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

Catholic Charities Atlanta is in need of new backpacks and 
school supplies for our clients for the upcoming school 
year. Please help these children in need start the new 
school year off right. For more information, contact Sandy 
Thompson at 404-920-7748 or by email at  
sthompson@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org.  

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

We welcomed our students back to school on Monday, August 8th. 
Our theme at STM School this year is  Jump In—A Ripple Today Can  
Become a Wave of Change Tomorrow. We are looking forward to this 
new school year with joy and gratitude. 

We would like to welcome our new teachers to STM— Elizabeth  
Elliott in 2nd grade, Lindsay Goodman in 3rd grade and Lena  
Hamilton in Middle School. Angie Kirkland and Cynthia Matullo are 
the new assistants in 1st and 2nd grades. We are so happy to have 
them all at STM! 


