August 19, 2018—20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon
SCHOOL
404-373-8456

Visit the Archdiocesan website, www.archatl.com, to read the full story.

EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES

SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM

3RD ANNUAL YOUNG ADULT
SPAGHETTI DINNER
Join YAM for Father Mark's 3rd
Annual Young Adult Spaghetti Dinner
after the 5:30 PM Mass on Sunday,
August 26 in Mulhern Hall.
See page 7 of the bulletin for details.

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

FALL 2018—STM WOMEN’S
EVENING BIBLE STUDY
We will be studying Having a Mary
Heart in a Martha World. "With
nearly a million copies sold, Joanna
Weaver's popular book shows
women how to blend intimacy with
Jesus and service for Him."
Mondays 7:00 -8:30 PM starting
September 10th!

STAFF

PRAYER REQUESTS

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. Thomas More will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead. We
encourage parishioners to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud
during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.

Monday, August 20

Helen Falvey †

Tuesday, August 21

Alice Hall †
David Wells †

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org

Wednesday, August 22 Dulce Cruz †
Benito Garrido †

Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org

Thursday, August 23

Lawrence Kubik

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

Friday, August 24

Claire Reichard †

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org

Pray for those who are sick:
Joseph Fulginiti
Baby Anne Lewis
Marina Piraquive

Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

Patricia Weaver, Receptionist

pweaver@stmga.org

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

JOIN OUR PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish
offices during normal business hours.

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie
Whitcomb

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Wed., Aug. 22

Bridge—2:00 PM—Parish Library

Thurs, Aug 23

Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Church

Sat., Aug. 25

Merton Group—11:00 AM—St. Julie Room

Sun., Aug 26

Red Cross Blood Drive—8:30 AM to 1:30 PM—Mulhurn Hall
The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library
Life Group Facilitator Training—1:15 PM—St. Julie Room
YAM Spaghetti Dinner with Fr. Mark—6:30 PM—Mulhern Hall

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
Vibrant, thought-provoking adult
education and faith formation
programs should characterize any
Catholic parish, especially one like
STM that is sponsored by the Jesuits
and operates according to their “way
of proceeding.” Indeed, over the
past couple years, STM has greatly
increased its investment in adult
education and faith formation
programs. I believe that we are
offering a range of programs this coming year that will fulfill
many needs and satisfy many interests.

the Jesuits, their history and traditions, their spirituality,
and how these affect their way of serving the Church.
“Foundations” will extend over six weeks. Watch the
bulletin, newsletter, and website for more details.
A true highlight of this year will be an appearance by
Michael Gerson, a popular conservative columnist who
writes for the Washington Post and whose work appears in
newspapers across the country. Mr. Gerson, a
self-described Evangelical Christian, will speak at STM on
November 18 on the topic of religion and politics and how
the two interplay for good and for ill in contemporary
America. We are expecting a large crowd for this event.

STM also partners with Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat
Center and the Aquinas Center at Candler School of
Of greatest importance in any Catholic parish are quality
Theology at Emory University to provide adult education
Scripture study programs. STM offers three such
and faith formation programs to STM parishioners and
programs. Jerry Pendrick’s popular weekly Scripture study other interested persons in the Atlanta area. For instance,
resumes this Sunday, August 19, after the 9:30 AM Mass.
the Aquinas Center has invited Cardinal Kurt Koch to give a
Louanne Bachner’s weekly Bible study, which has attracted major address on the topic, “Toward Full Communion:
a corps of loyal followers, picks up again on Tuesday
Hopes, Achievements, Obstacles, and Challenges,” at
afternoons at 1:30pm in the parish library. Our women’s
Emory’s Carlos Museum on Tuesday, September 18. This
evening bible study program, in which dozens of women
presentation will continue our conversation on
parishioners have participated in each of the past two
ecumenism. Interested persons can reserve a seat by
years, is having a wine and cheese reception on August 27 emailing: alice.cameron@e mory.edu.
from 7pm till 8pm in Mulhern Hall. I encourage parish
women to come and see why this program has proven to
STM parents of young children may wish to take advantage
be so appealing to women of all ages. Any one or all of
of an Ignatius House program, “The Discerning Parent:
these programs will certainly enrich your understanding of Ignatian Insight for Raising Our Children.” Presenters are
Scripture and help your prayer.
Tim and Sue Muldoon, authors of several books explaining
how the practice of Ignatian spirituality can enhance family
The first of this year’s Sunday morning coffeehouses is set life. The program will be offered twice: October 11 from
for September 9 at 10:45am in the Julie Room. The
9am till noon, and October 12 from 6:30pm till 9pm.
coffeehouses are informal conversation on various topics
Register for this program at: www.IgnatiusHouse .org/
over coffee and donuts. The first session will feature
registration.
parishioner Dr. Renato Santos speaking on “Healthy Living
for Your Heart.” The next coffeehouse is scheduled for
For more information on these and other education and
Sunday, September 23. This one will feature Dr. Haruko
faith formation offerings, contact Andy Otto at
Nawata Ward, a professor at Columbia Theological
aotto@stmga.org, or check the STM website:
Seminary in Decatur. Dr. Ward will talk about the Jesuit
www.stmgaparish.org.
missionaries and their female co-workers in 16th century
Japan. The coffeehouses are an excellent way to make that Fr. Mark
time between the Sunday 9:30am and noon Masses
productive.
P.S. By the way, we still need a few catechists and aides to
help with our Religious Education, Edge, and LifeTeen
On August 31 at 7pm in Mulhern Hall, we will be screening programs. It is a big commitment, I know, but we are prea new documentary film on the life of Flannery O’Connor,
pared to support you in this very important ministry. Let
the popular 20th century Catholic novelist from
me (mhorak@stmga.org), Stewart Voegtlin
Milledgeville, GA. The director, Ms. Bridget Kurt, will lead a (svoegtlin@stmga.org), or Rey DelValle (rdelvalle@stmga.org)
discussion afterwards. Flannery O’Connor fans will not
know if you can help.
want to miss this.
For the more ambitious, we are offering several
multi-session programs this fall. A 4-week course, entitled
“Dignity for All: Foundations of Catholic Social Teaching,”
will be taught by Sr. Mary Priniski, O.P., and parishioner
Robert Weaver. Another course, called “Ignatian
Foundations,” will offer parishioners, especially parish lay
leaders and others involved in STM ministries, insights into

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

RCIA NEWS
RCIA CLASSES ARE NOW IN SESSION!

It's not too late to join the RCIA process at St. Thomas More.
The RCIA is for any adult who is interested in learning more
about the Catholic faith, and/or thinking about becoming a
member of the Catholic Church. We meet every Sunday after
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
the 9:30 AM Mass. If you would like to join us, please contact
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to Carl and Fran McColman, the RCIA Directors, by emailing
RCIA@stmga.org.
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
IS GOD CALLING YOU... TO BE AN RCIA SPONSOR?
The anointing can be given multiple times.
RCIA is a wonderful program for learning about, and sharing,
the Catholic faith. We ask members of the parish to sponsor
BAPTISM
the inquirers and students in the RCIA process. Being a sponsor
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at
is a way to nurture and deepen your own faith journey while
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
accompanying another person along the way. If you'd like to
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
learn more about being a Sponsor, please contact Richard
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign Joseph (richardjohnjoseph@comcast.net) or Carl and Fran
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
McColman (RCIA@stmga.org).
form are available under Baptisms on the website.
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life.

SOCIAL JUSTICE
CRISTO REY ATLANTA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School is looking for volunteers to
mentor incoming 9th grade students this school year.
Mentoring is a wonderful opportunity for college graduates and
corporate professionals to make a real impact in the life of a
student who may be the first in their immediate family to go to
college. Mentors are asked to commit to one full school year,
with the hopes that the relationship will continue for the
student’s full high school education. Mentors should plan to
keep in contact by text or email once a week, meet in person
once every 4-6 weeks, and attend school sponsored
extracurricular activities in which their students participates. For
more information or to apply to be a mentor, please look at the
Cristo Rey website, http://www.cristoreyatlanta.org/Volunteer/
Mentor-a-Student or contact Ann Curvin
atacurvin@cristoreyatlanta.org.

SCOTT’S RUN 5K—CATHOLIC CHARITIES ATLANTA

Lace up your shoes and prepare for some fall fun! Come run (or
walk) Scott’s Run 5k with Catholic Charities Atlanta on
September 29, 2018 at the Historic Fourth Ward (near Ponce
City Market and the Atlanta Beltline)! This run will benefit
Catholic Charities Immigration and Legal Services Program. For
more information, contact Melissa Rubsam
at mrubsam@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org or 404-920-7775.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTIONS
August 19—STM St. Vincent de Paul—The second collection the
weekend of August 18-19 supports the activities of STM’s St.
Vincent de Paul Society on behalf of the poor in our local area.
September 2—Catholic University—The second collection the
weekend of September 1-2 is the annual archdiocesan
collection for the national university of the Catholic Church in
the United States-The Catholic University of America in
Washington, DC.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

FALL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION

Register your child(ren) for the 2018-19 MORE Religious Education year. Religious Education classes will begin on Sunday,
August 26th, 2018 and end on Sunday, May 19th, 2019. All classes start at 10:40 AM and end at 11:35 AM, every Sunday
in session. See the parish website to register.

EDGE AND LIFETEEN REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

It’s time for Life Teen and Edge registration. Edge is for rising 6-8th graders and Life Teen is for rising 9-12th graders. See
the parish website for more information.

CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION

All youth going into 10th grade will be confirmed January 28, 2019. Visit the parish website to register. If you haven’t
yet registered them for Life Teen please do so. The day retreat will be October 28 at Ignatius House and there will be an
overnight weekend retreat at Hidden Lake on January 18-20, 2019.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
THE WORD ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Join our biblical scholar, Jerry Pendrick, each Sunday
morning to unpack the weekly scripture readings. The
primary focus will be on explaining the literal meaning of the
texts, especially the Gospels. 10:40-11:50 AM in the Parish
Library, beginning August 19.

STM COFFEEHOUSE

Join us after the 9:30 AM Mass in the St. Julie Room for a
chat with a local expert on various themes and topics while
enjoying a cup of joe.
Upcoming schedule:
September 9 - Healthy Living for Your Heart, with Dr. Renato
Santos
September 23 - The Jesuits and Women in the Japanese
STM LIFE GROUPS
Missions, with Dr. Haruko Nawata Ward
Are you interested in leading a Life Group this fall? These
October 14 - Vatican II and Women’s Religious Congregasmall faith communities run ten weeks and gather at people’s homes. If you’d like to host and facilitate one, you must tions, with Louise Milone
come to this two-hour training. Sunday, August 26 at
1:15pm. Register here: https://is.gd/lifegrouptraining

RENEW—SCRIPTURE STUDY

Renew - Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner begins
Tuesday, September 4 at 1:30 PM in the Parish Library.

IGNATIAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM

Couples preparing for marriage are invited to join this new
program. Couples will meet one evening per week for four
weeks. This program includes presentations from witness
couples and tools and practices to help marriages For more
information and to register please contact Andy and Sarah
Otto at aotto@stmga.org.

MORE THEOLOGY

MORE Theology is a series of St. Thomas More classes on
topics that affect us as Catholics, including theology, church
history, spirituality, liturgy, and church teaching.
This program will help parishioners gain a deeper, clearer
understanding of what Catholics believe and why we
believe. We encourage your participation.
Registration is required and can be found on the parish website.

MICHAEL GERSON TO SPEAK AT STM

We are pleased to announce that Michael Gerson will be
speaking at STM in November. Gerson is a columnist at the
Washington Post and was a top aide to President George W.
Bush. He has written extensively on the place of religion in
the public square. Gerson has been critical of the
de-evolution of evangelical Christianity and its negative
influence on the politics of our current time. November 18,
7:00 PM, Main Church.

PARISH LIFE
BASKETBALL REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

MORE EATS WILL RETURN SEPTEMBER 5TH!!

CMLA Basketball registration for grades 3-8 will remain
open until Aug 31. The website for registration is
http://leagues.bluesombrero.com/stmga/ Please make sure
that you order the correct uniform and t-shirt sizes.

The gang at More Eats is taking some time off this summer
but will be back in September. Keep watching the bulletin
for more information as we get ready for fun, food, and
friendship in the fall!!!

If you are interested in helping with the program or need
more information please contact Jimmy Muller
(jmuller.me92@gtalumni.org or 404.373.8414)
E-MAIL SCAM MAKING THE ROUNDS AMONG STM
PARISHIONERS
Several STM parishioners and staff have reported receiving
what seems to be e-mailed requests from Fr. Mark and
others for money or other assistance. These are not
legitimate! Repeat - NOT LEGITIMATE. Please ignore and
immediately delete.

BLOOD DRIVE AT STM
August 26th 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM in Mulhern Hall
If you have made an appointment
please fulfill your commitment. Walk in
donors will be accepted. Access Your
Online Scheduling Account:
redcrossblood.org

Participating donors will receive a $5 Amazon gift card and
a Red Cross T-shirt.

FLANNERY O’CONNOR MOVIE SCREENING
Join us on Friday, August 31 in Mulhern Hall for a
documentary screening on the life of Flannery O’Connor.
The screening will be followed by Q&A with the director,
Bridge Kurt.

THE S FACTOR SERVICE PROJECT
The S Factor is collecting $10 MARTA cards for homeless
veterans. Deadline is Sept. 12th. Cards may be dropped
off at the office or mailed to St. Thomas More, 636 W Ponce
de Leon Ave, Decatur Ga 30030, Attn: The S Factor.

NOTICE TO SINGERS AND MUSICIANS!
The STM Adult Choir is starting rehearsals for the upcoming
season on Thursday, August 23 from 7:00 to 8:30 PM in the
church. If you sing, have sung, or would like to, call Jack Friel
at 404-357-7019 or email him at jackfriel@comcast.net.
If you play an instrument and would like to add your
musical skills to STM’s musicians, call Joe Messina at
404-378-4588 or email him at jmessina@stmga.org.

PARISH PICNIC—SAVE THE DATE!
The 3rd Annual Parish Picnic will be held Saturday,
September 29. Watch the bulletin for details.

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS
Katherine Allen
Catherine Bennett
Luis and Maria Goncalves
Mitch and Amy Katz
Joyce Lilly

SUNDAY NURSERY

Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months through preschool. The Nursery is
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child
(ren) join us each week! You can focus on mass while they
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed
through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities
always available; Archdiocese security clearance required
and provided. Questions? Contact our Nursery
Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915
dmabrock@bellsouth.net.

SCHOOL NEWS
KINDERGARTENERS JUMP FOR JOY!

Justin and Angela Neely
Luiz and Sabrine Santo
Mary Ellen Taylor
Rebecca Van Galder
Phil and Yvonne Walsh

One of the most beloved traditions at St. Thomas More Catholic School is our
Kindergarten and 8th Grade Buddies. Every year, the newest members of the
STM family pair with our eldest members, our 8 th graders. The buddies bond
as they attend school events together throughout the year, like monthly
masses, Field Day, Book Character Day, Rock n’ Run and the School Picnic.
They also get time to read together and present special projects to each
other. The friendship between the Kindergarteners and 8th grade buddies is
just one more way STM is finding God in all things.

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)
UPCOMING EVENTS


August 26: Spaghetti Dinner—Join YAM for Father Mark's 3rd
Annual Young Adult Spaghetti Dinner after the 5:30 PM Mass
on Sunday, August 26 in Mulhern Hall. This dinner is FREE and
is open to all young adults in their 20s and 30s. Bring a friend
for a homemade meal by Father Mark and fellowship with
STM's young adult community.



September 9: Brunch after the 9:30 AM Mass



September 22: Young Adult Fall Day Retreat—9:00 AM - 3:00
PM. 3 Key Questions for Discernment. $10 registration.
Breakfast and lunch included. Contact Andy (aotto@stmga.org).



October 17: Holy Happy Hour

COMMUNTIY NEWS
INTRODUCTION TO NFP (NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING) CLASS AT PREGNANCY AID CLINIC

Pregnancy Aid Clinic will be offering an Introduction to Natural Family Planning class for engaged and married
couples. You will learn the basics of NFP and what is involved in the process. This classes is free and will be held at both
our Forest Park (August 30th at 5:30 PM) and Roswell (August 27th at 5:30 PM) clinic locations. To sign up please register
at: www.pregnancyaidclinic.com/classes. For more information, please contact Betsy Gordon at 678.306.6360
or bgordon@pregnancyaidclinic.org.
Pregnancy Aid Clinic is the only pregnancy resource center in the Archdiocese of Atlanta offering a Catholic perspective to
women and families experiencing unplanned pregnancies. The clinic offers free pregnancy tests, ultrasounds, STI testing,
education and support that promote the sanctity of life as recognized in church teachings.

PEACE AND HEALING PRAYER SERVICE

Pax Christi Atlanta at St. Jude (a Catholic organization dedicated to the Peace of Christ), invites you to a Peace and Healing
Prayer Service in honor of those who suffered loss because of 9-11 at 2 PM on Sunday, September 9, 2018 at Ignatius
House Chapel. All are welcome. For more information, please notify Maggie Winfrey at maggie.winfrey@gmail.com or
404-717-6815.

TOWARD FULL COMMUNION: HOPES, ACHIEVEMENTS, OBSTACLES, AND CHALLENGES

Tues., Sept. 18, 2018 from 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM ; Glenn Memorial at Emory University
Join the Aquinas Center at Emory University for a lecture event featuring Cardinal Kurt Koch of the Vatican as he examines
interfaith and ecumenical efforts in our world today. Cardinal Koch serves as President of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity and President of the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews. His lecture will
elaborate on his Vatican positions, discuss his commitment to ecumenical dialogue, and provide insights from Pope
Francis on interfaith endeavors. Tickets are free. Registration required. Reserve your seats at aquinas.emory.edu.

CAN WE DO JUSTICE AND LOVE MERCY IN POLITICS?

American Religion, Inequality, and Populism
Noted Washington Post columnist and commentator E.J. Dionne will present a lecture at Candler School of Theology on
September 27 at 7:30 PM at the Glenn Memorial Church. Visit bit.ly/dionne re gistration to register.

EXPLORING THE RICHNESS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
Can the Early Christian Church Enrich Contemporary Christians? Presented by The School of Christian Spiritual Formation
Friday, Sept. 21 7 PM - 9 PM, Sat., Sept. 22 9 AM - 4:30 PM, Sun., Sept. 23 1 PM - 5 PM. Continental Breakfast and Lunch
served on Saturday! Register by August 31st and get a $5 discount on the full weekend. Visit www.holytransfiguration.info/
spiritual-formation-conference or call Anne Willcocks at 770.924.8080

