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RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
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                  August 21st,  2016 | 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

OUR YOUTH AND DONUTS 

“What?!” you ask? Are you saying our youth need to eat more donuts?  No, that’s not 
what we’re saying at all.   

What we want you to know about youth and donuts is that the “Donut Ministry” on 
Sunday mornings after the 8:00 AM and 9:30 AM masses is now being run by the 
youth groups as a fundraiser! The funds we earn selling coffee & donuts will go to pay 
for the chaperones, rental buses and gas expenses that are incurred on mission trips 
and for summer camp for Edge & Lifeteen.  

Some people say that our 
youth are the future of the 
church, but we’d argue that 
our youth are the church 
right now! Our Edge and 
Lifeteen programs are  
focused on meeting teens 
where they’re at on their 
spiritual journey and  
leading them to a closer  
relationship with Jesus 
Christ. This is done through 
our Edge & Lifeteen  

meetings, service projects, mission trip, summer camp, retreats, bible studies, etc. 

As many of you know, we have gone on a Mission trip for the past 7 years with  
middle school and the past 5 years with high school through Catholic Heart  
Workcamp. When this started out, there were only 13 participants. We’ve grown to 
almost 80 teens who go on a mission trip each summer and 35-40 teens who go to  
either Edge or Lifeteen Summer Camp. These are incredible experiences for our kids 
and we’ve seen lives be transformed by these trips. 

So when you buy your coffee and donuts, don’t just think of it as a Sunday morning 
treat. Think of it as a way to support our youth, our church, and as a way to impact the 
future spiritual lives of our kids.   

WOW! Who would have thought a donut could do all that? 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of 
St. Thomas More will remember the following persons 
along with all the living and dead.  We encourage pa-
rishioners to say the names of deceased loved ones 
aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do 
so by the presider.  
 
MONDAY, August 22, 2016 
5:30 PM   Ella Diebold † 
 
TUESDAY, August 23, 2016   
5:30 PM    Dorothy McCarthy † 
  
WEDNESDAY, August 24, 2016 
5:30 PM  Charles and Alice Nork † 
  
THURSDAY, August 25, 2016 
5:30 PM   Elliott Sheats † 
  
FRIDAY, August 26, 2016 
5:30 PM   Kurt Brandle † 
 
Pray for those who have died:  
Al Bialko, father of Melanie Leeth 
 
Pray for those recently baptized:   
Logan Katz, son of Julie & Steve Katz  
Kieran Sever, son of Adam & Briana DeVeer 
Francesca Wadsworth Spaulding, daughter of  
Amy Spaulding & Wade Wadsworth 
Nora Claire Felker, daughter of James & Kirsten  
Felker 
 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact  
Charlotte Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or 
have the express permission of the one to be  
remembered. 
  
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
  
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the  
narthex.  Parishioners will remember these each time 
we gather for Eucharist.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Financial Administrator 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Music  & Liturgy 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 
 
Shelly and Shon Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators  
rcia@stmga.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

KEEP IN MIND 
SUNDAY BULLETIN 
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to  
bulletin@stmga.org.  

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  

We invite you to join our parish community.  Registration 
forms are available online at stmgaparish.org and in the 
pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.  Complete 
the forms and mail it to STM, fax it to STM, scan and 
email it to STM at mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the 
Offertory basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to 
the parish offices during normal business hours.  

 
 



FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

This past Monday morning the St. 
Thomas More School children  
participated in the first all-school Mass 
of the new school year.  It was  
wonderful to see the kids back after 
their summer break.  As I told them at 
the beginning of Mass, things at the 
parish are considerably slower during 
the summer months when they and 
many other STM parishioners are 
away. 

For my homily, I asked the new students at STM who had 
transferred from other schools to stand so the rest of us 
could welcome them.  There were at least 20, not  
including the kindergarteners.  I then told them that I was 
going to share the secret for success at STM school.  I 
told them that I had been a part of the teachers’  
meetings a couple weeks earlier when teachers were  
getting ready for the first day of school.  As part of their 
instruction, teachers were encouraged to pray the Jesuits’ 
Examen prayer with their students each day.  This  
distinctive prayer is intended to help one “find God in all 
things,” specifically to find God in the persons and events 
of one’s daily life, and to examine how one responded to 
the God present and active there.  Accordingly, I told the 
assembled children that they could expect their teachers 
to ask them each and every day two questions: where 
and how have you felt God loving you today, and where 
and how have you felt God calling you to love him back 
today?   

With regard to the first question, I suggested that the  
students might experience God loving them in the love of 
mom or dad making breakfast for them that morning, or 
hugging them in the carpool drop-off lane at the  
beginning of the school day; or in the attention and  
affection of their pet dog or cat; or in the kindness of a 
classmate or teacher. 

With regard to the second question, I suggested that the 
students might experience God asking them to love him 
in a classmate left alone on the playground, or in their 
dog or cat wanting to be fed, or in their mom or dad 
needing help with the dishes. 

I closed by saying that, since the students now knew in 
advance the questions that their teachers would be  
asking them each day, they would have a great head start 
and would surely do well at STM school.  After all, the 
most important thing that they can learn at STM is how 
much God loves them, and how God is constantly  
engaged with them so that his love for them is  
unmistakable. 

 

Of course, this lesson is not just for the children in our 
parish school; it is for all of our children, wherever they 
attend school.  (Indeed, it is for each one of us.)  So I also 
encourage our catechists and parent volunteers who 
work with our parish children in our religious education 
program, in our Children’s Liturgy of the Word, in our 
nursery, and in our Edge and LifeTeen programs to ask 
the children these same two questions each time they 
meet.   

To be sure, the experience of being loved by God is not 
meant to stop there.  St. Ignatius’ own experience of 
God’s love for him inevitably moved him to look for ways 
to love that same God in others, especially in those who 
are most vulnerable and who may feel most distant from 
God.  Indeed, this is the fundamental dynamic of Ignatian 
spirituality: God loves, and in being loved, we are freed to 
love God and others in return.  This is why Ignatius’  
Spiritual Exercises begin with asking God to show us how 
he has loved us, and end with making a gift of oneself to 
the God who has given us so much: “Take, Lord, and  
receive all that I am and have; give me only your love and 
your grace.  With these I am rich enough, and I ask for 
nothing more.” 

We have had the Examen prayer and the “Take, Lord” 
prayer (also known as the Suscipe prayer) printed on 
heavy cardstock and have made this available in the  
pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.  I encourage 
parishioners to take one with you as you leave the 
church.  Use it as a bookmark in your bible or in the book 
on your nightstand.  Pray the Examen for just 5 minutes 
at night before you turn out the light.  If you like, pray it 
together with your spouse or your child.  Then tell each 
other tell how God was present to you this day, and how 
you responded. 

And give thanks to God always. 

Fr. Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Alex Brown at 912-713-2518 or Kirsten Wehner at  
404-579-0130, or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com  
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

RCIA PROCESS AT STM STARTING SOON 
The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) process is open to 
those who have never been baptized (or who were baptized in  
another Christian denomination) and would like to learn more 
about the Catholic faith. Participating in the inquiry process does 
not obligate a person to become a Catholic, but of course we want 
to support anyone who does wish to enter the Church. If you are 
interested, please give us a call or email.  The RCIA team will  
respond to you, let you know about the program, and answer any 
questions you might have. The RCIA team would like to get to know 
you before the process starts, so please reach out to us by  
September 6th if possible. 
Our inquiry process will start on September 13th and run Tuesday 
evenings until the Easter Vigil. 
Please send any inquiries to Michele McHale Pickard 
mcp@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 ext 119. 
 

REPAIRING THE WORLD: OUR RESPONSIBILITY FOR  

TOLERANCE 

The American Jewish Committee Atlanta (AJC) and The Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of Atlanta cordially invite you to a  
special evening featuring guest speakers: Dr. Marie Friedmann 
Marquardt scholar-in-residence at Emory University’s Candler 
School of Theology and Dr. Paul Wolpe Director of Emory  
University’s Center for Ethics. Thursday, September 8, 2016. Doors 
open 5:30 PM | Reception 6:00 PM | Discussion 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 
at the Temple in Midtown, 1589 Peachtree Street NE, Atlanta, GA 
30309. Free parking available. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Sun Aug 21 Rosary 10:30 AM Chapel 

Sun Aug 21 Welcome Table 

Sun Aug 21 Youth Choir Practice 4:00 PM Church 

Sun Aug 21 Fr. Boyle Mass & Presentation 5:30 PM  

Wed Aug 24 S Factor Lunch 1:00 PM  

Wed Aug 24 Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library 

Wed Aug 24 Book Club 7:00 PM 

Wed Aug 24 Small Group Discussion Night 7:00PM Youth Room 

Thurs Aug 25 NA Group 8:00 PM Youth Room 

Sat Aug 27 Merton Group 11:00 AM St. Julie Room 

Sun Aug 28 Rosary 10:30 AM Chapel 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home 
or in the hospital. The sacrament is not only for 
those close to death, but also for those who are 
seriously ill or infirm and in need of the  
community’s prayers and support. The anointing 
can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele  
McHale-Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons presenting a child 
for baptism may be required to participate in a 
short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST  

EUCHARIST, AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the  
Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation for the 
first time, or to be confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips 
at ephillips@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-
Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be  
married at St. Thomas More will be required to  
participate in a marriage preparation program.  
For more information on the sacraments at STM 
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

LITURGY NOTES 
“It is very important to have well-trained and  
practiced lectors who can proclaim the word with 
all the power that it bears….  Most parishes have 
recognized the need for some kind of lector  
training days or programs….  The task is not just to 
read words on a page, but to proclaim to the  
assembled people of God the good news of  
revelation.  This requires much more of the  
proclaimer than simply reading words.  What is 
supposed to happen in the Liturgy of the Word is 
vital human communication….  And communication 
with a large group is an art that requires the  
development of skills which many people in our 
culture do not possess without training and  
practice.  Some of these are simply the basic skills 
of public speaking, while others involve knowing 
the word of God and how to share it. 
The ministry of lector requires much of both the 
lector and the parish.  The lector must be willing to 
take time for thorough training and then to  
prepare carefully each time he or she is scheduled 
to proclaim the word of God.  The parish needs to 
invest adequate time and money to provide  
extensive training that will enable lectors to fulfill 
this ministry effectively.”  From Worshiping Well, by 
Lawrence E. Mick.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 
 

TEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  

 Confirmation will be Thursday, February 23, 2017—please put it on your calendars now!  Class & retreat schedule 
coming soon! 

 CHANGES TO CONFIRMATION PREPARATION for Current 8th & 9th graders can be found on the Youth Confirmation 
page on our parish website. 
 

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 

 EDGE registration is now open! Please note that you must register each year.  You can register & pay online.  Register 
by Sept. 12th to ensure T-shirt!  

 EDGE kickoff Sat. Aug. 27th 3:00PM -5:00 PM. Hint: it promises to be a 'colorful' time. 

 Save the date—Sept. 11th Ecumenical 9/11 memorial service 4:00 PM-5:15 PM Ebster gym in Decatur. 
 Sat. Sept. 17th—Pokemon go serve. Join with St Oliver Plunkett for a day of service, fun, evangelization and food  

1:00 PM-8:00 PM $20 (includes a really cool T shirt). Sign up link coming soon 

   

PARISH GIVING 
In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God, parishioners 
and visitors made a joyful return to the Lord. Thank you for  
helping St Thomas More to continue carrying out Christ’s Mission 
and Ministry. 
 
Aug 6-7 2016 Offertory $21,021.44 
Online    $   8023.00  
Total    $29,044.44  
 

 

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES GIVE YOU EXTRA  

INCOME: 

The Catholic Foundation offers charitable gift  
annuities for parishes, schools and other Catholic 
organizations.  If you are over 65, would like to 
receive additional income, need a tax deduction 
and at the same time would like to make a gift to 
your parish’s endowment fund, a CGA may the 
perfect answer.  The rate of return you receive is 
based on your age and is set by the American 
Council on Gift Annuities.  If you are 70, you would 
receive 5.1%; if you are 80, you would receive 6.8%.  For a  
personal illustration on how a CGA would work for you, please 
contact The Catholic Foundation: jgreco@cfnga.org or  
404-497-9440.   



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

NEW PICTORIAL DIRECTORY 
We are beginning the process for a new STM Pictorial  
Directory.  We will be using the Re:Member Church  
Directory Company.  We have a few things to do to prepare 
for the directory and will need your help.  To make sure 
that your information is correct in our files we are asking 
you to let us know your current address, phone number 
and email address. The yellow forms are available in the 
parish office, in the pamphlet racks in the narthex, or on 
the web site (you will need to print it). You can email the 
completed form to mdiebold@stmga.org, fax 404-378-
0506, bring by the parish office or put it in the offertory 
basket.  Your help in this will allow us to keep our records 
in good order.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 

YOUTH BASKETBALL PROGRAM 
STM is utilizing an online registration process for our  
basketball program through Blue Sombrero.  The  
registration website is leagues.bluesombrero.com/stmga. 
All returning, as well as, new players must register on this 
site to participate in the basketball program.  The preferred 
method of payment will be directly through the Blue  
Sombrero website.  Other forms of payment will be  
accepted only under extenuating circumstances. 
Please contact jmuller.me92@gtalumni.org for more  
information. 
 

WALKING WITH A PURPOSE—FALL 2016 
Please join us for a 22 week Women's Bible Study at 
STM.  This course enables all women to take a deep dive 
into the fundamental questions of our Catholic faith and 
our relationship with Jesus Christ.  We will meet on  
Mondays from 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM on the following dates: 
Sept 12, 19, 26, Oct 3, 10, 17, 24, Nov 7, 14, 28, Dec 12, Jan 
9, 16, 23, 30, Feb 6, 27, Mar 6, 13, 20 (taking several breaks 
for holidays). For more information and to order your copy 
of Opening Your Heart please visit the parish website. 
 

SUNDAY NURSERY   
Our Sunday Nursery for ages 3 months - preschool is open 
every Sunday throughout the summer during our 9:30 AM 
and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes before each 
mass. Please have your child(ren) join us this summer. You 
can focus on mass while they have fun and play in a safe 
place! Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary 
Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net.    
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD NEEDS YOU 
Hi fellow parishioners! I am welcoming you to join the best 
ministry in the parish. Children's Liturgy of the Word! Talk 
about easy... We have three rotating teams comprised of 
three to four (cleared) adults. We take kids ages 5-9 (ish) 
into the chapel and introduce them to God's word in an 
age appropriate presentation lasting around 20 minutes. 
Though we rarely have any movement in this ministry  
because it is so very popular, we do happen to have a few 
openings currently!  We would love to include you!  
Positions range from kid wrangling to reading to leading 
the "homily"/discussion. The season runs from the Sunday 
after Labor Day through the school year at 9:30 Masses - 
three weeks on and six weeks off. 
Please contact Jennifer Hutchison for further information 
or to sign up. jennifer.bowers@remax.net 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
STM will be holding a blood drive on Aug 28th in Mulhern 
Hall from 8:00 AM—1:00 PM.  You can make an  
appointment at www.redcrossblood.org and follow the  
instructions. The St Thomas More’s code is sttmcc.  
Walk–Ins are welcome. 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTERED ENRICHMENT INVITATION 

Marriage Encounter couples are invited to an enrichment program that will provide practical ideas for "living mercy" in 
our marriage, our family and our wider community.  Three Marriage Encounter couples from the community will share 
their personal examples of living mercy, as well as the challenges they have faced. Saturday, August 27th from12:30 pm 
to 4:30 pm, the enrichment will include time for group sharing, dialogue and fellowship. Located at St. Andrew parish in 
Roswell with childcare provided. The cost is $10 per couple and reservations can be made on the website at 
www.WWMEatlanta.com 
 

PATH RETREAT 
Do you live with the self -condemnation of abortion? Do you think there is no forgiveness? Do you live with anxiety, fear, 
panic, and depression?  Good News! God desires you to be healed and whole. He wants you to be joyful again. Good 
News! We can help.  Come to our next Rachel's Vineyard Retreat, September 30, October 1-2, 2016.  PATH (Post Abortion 
Treatment and Healing) will be facilitating a weekend long retreat where broken hearts can be rebuilt, renewed,  
redeemed. Give yourself the gift of Freedom and God's healing.   For more information visit our website at:     
www.healingafterabortion.org or call: 404-717-5557. 
 

INTERFAITH SERVICE PLANNED ON THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY OF 9/11 
STM parishioners are encouraged to join persons from other local faith communities for an interfaith gathering and  
prayer service at the Ebster Pavillion in Decatur on Sunday, September 11, 2016, the fifteenth anniversary of the 9/11 
tragedy.  The theme of the service is Remember, Reconcile, and Relate.  The event will begin at 3:00 PM with a pot-luck, 
covered dish meal, and will continue with a 4pm interfaith prayer service.  A broad interfaith coalition of local citizens,  
including representatives of STM, is planning this event.  Ebster Pavillion is located near downtown Decatur at 404  
W. Trinity, between the Decatur Police Station, Decatur City Schools office building, and the Ebster Recreation Center. 

http://www.WWMEatlanta.com
http://www.healingafterabortion.org


PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTIONS 

 
General Intention: Sports 
That sports may be an opportunity for friendly encounters 
between peoples and may contribute to peace in the 
world. 
 
Evangelization: Living the Gospel 
That Christians may live the Gospel, giving witness to faith, 
honesty, and love of neighbor.  

 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES 

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

SOCIAL OUTREACH 

PREGNANCY AID CLINIC 

All services at Pregnancy Aid Clinic are free and  
confidential. Please call them for more information, or to 
set an appointment to come into one of their offices in 
the Atlanta area. Their medical staff and client advocates 
are specially trained to help you on an individual basis at 
this stressful time. No matter what your concerns, the 
Pregnancy Aid Clinic supports you from the time of your 
initial office visit. We have over 30 years of experience in 
advocacy and networking with other community agencies 
and social service organizations.  Pregnancy Aid Clinic is 
supported by the Archdiocese of Atlanta.  For more  
Information, go to:  http://www.pregnancyaidclinic.com. 

BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

Catholic Charities Atlanta is in need of new backpacks and 
school supplies for our clients for the upcoming school 
year. Please help these children in need start the new 
school year off right. For more information, contact Sandy 
Thompson at 404-920-7748 or by email at  
sthompson@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org.  

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

Everyday Giving is an easy way to have a portion of the cost of things you buy regularly given to STM.  There are no  
additional costs or purchases involved.  Please see below for more information: 

Publix 
Please use the STM Publix Partners Card whenever you shop.  Publix gives a portion quarterly back to STM. Cards are 
available in the school office. 

Kroger 
Got a Kroger Card?  If you have linked your card in the past, you must re-enroll.  Re-enrollment is only available until  
August 31.  
Shoppers at Kroger can help our school earn “free” money by linking their Kroger Plus Card to STM School. A percentage 
of the purchases is donated to the school.  Last year we had 42 supporters who helped earn a little over $100 in the last 
quarter.  Help us earn more! 
 
Box Tops Update 
Got Box Tops? Wondering what to do with them?  Save them for the Fall Box Tops contest to be run from Sept 21 to Oct 
5. It will be our only contest-style collection.  More details to come as it gets closer. 
 
If you have any questions, please email Juliet Wood at jultemp@hotmail.com  

  

mailto:jultemp@hotmail.com

