August 26, 2018—21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES

SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM

SAY GOODBYE TO SUMMER AT MORE EATS
September 5th
6:00 – 7:30 PM Mulhern hall
Adults $5 children $2.50
Pork BBQ sandwiches,
baked beans, coleslaw,
homemade potato salad,
seasonal fruit, and ice cream
sandwiches

Contact ccollins@stmga.org
or call 404-378-4588
to RSVP.

MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

The only mass on Labor Day, September 3, will be at 10 AM.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. Thomas More will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead. We
encourage parishioners to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud
during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.

Monday, August 27
Tuesday, August 28
Wednesday, August 29
Thursday, August 30
Friday, August 31

Thomas Mathews †
Margaret Pryor †
Friedrich Jeckein †
Sr. Mary Elizabeth Keyser †
Joseph Gallagher † and
Hortensia Reynolds †

Pray for those who have died:
Mary Park Freeman, mother of parishioner Edward Freeman
John O’Toole, brother of parishioner Maureen O’Toole
Pray for those who are sick:
Joseph Fulginiti
Mary Ann Harold
Fred Lang
Baby Anne Lewis
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

JOIN OUR PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish
offices during normal business hours.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist

pweaver@stmga.org

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie
Whitcomb

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., Aug. 27

Walking with Purpose Women’s Bible Study Open House—7:00 PM
Mulhern Hall

Wed., Aug 29

S Factor Meeting—12:30 PM—St. Julie Room

Fri., Aug. 31

Flannery O’Connor Documentary Screening—7:00 PM—Mulhern Hall

Sun., Sep. 2

The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library

Mon., Sep. 3

STM Grief Support Group—7:00 PM—Family Room

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
All of us are still reeling from the
terrible revelation that Theodore
McCarrick, the disgraced former
Cardinal Archbishop of Washington,
D.C., engaged in inappropriate sexual
behaviors with adult seminarians and
priests and at least one minor child
over several decades, behaviors that
were reported to his superiors.
Nevertheless, McCarrick was
promoted up the Church’s hierarchical ladder to become
one of the most powerful American Churchmen in the past
30 years. Archbishop Gregory expressed his own sadness,
shame, anger, and sense of betrayal by McCarrick and
those who allowed him to remain in a position of
leadership in a letter to Atlanta Catholics posted on the
Archdiocesan website. See www.archatl.com.
Yet before we could catch our breath, we read news
stories early this past week relating to the Pennsylvania
grand jury’s findings. This too was shocking. The behavior
of individual abusive priests is bad enough, yet what is
most distressing is that so many bishops closed their eyes
and allowed the abuse to continue. Even worse, some
bishops actively covered up the abuse in hopes of
protecting themselves and the institutional Church from
scandal.
I have heard expressions of sadness and anger from STM
parishioners who have had enough. One says she will no
longer financially support the parish and the Archdiocese;
another says she is so angry and hurt that she cannot
come to Eucharist anymore. I have read email threads and
Facebook postings by parishioners which detail
widespread hurt and anger. This reaction is totally
understandable. I can only nod my head and say, “Yes,
yes.”

caused-crisis-key-findings-john-jay-college-study-clergy-sexualabuse. This unfounded condemnation of an entire group of
God’s people, who are living as faithful to the Gospel as any
other group, not only distracts us from addressing the real
causes of the problem; it is also an unwarranted assault on
people who are equal in dignity to any one of the rest of
us.
As horrifying as the actions of individual abusers are, even
more evil is the extent to which bishops covered up this
criminal behavior and allowed it to continue. The reasons
for this can only be the sinful choice of Church leaders over
several centuries to cultivate among themselves and to
promote to others an image of Church as primarily an
institution governed by a clerical hierarchy. And having
chosen this model of Church, many theologians and
bishops worked hard to create a theology that declares
that all this is divinely instituted and unchangeable.
Read how Cardinal Avery Dulles, hardly a liberal voice in the
Church, describes the consequences of adopting a model
of “Church as institution” in his classic work, Models of the
Church. Dulles suggests that, if one conflates the interests
of the Church with the interests of its leadership, and if one
believes that priests and religious, and especially bishops,
are to be exalted above the rest of the baptized, Church
leaders will go to great lengths to protect personal and
institutional reputations at the expense of, say, abused and
threatened children.
And having adopted this wrong-headed understanding of
Church, many clerics set about teaching lay people—and
seminarians—to think the same way. And many lay people
have bought into this. Not long ago an STM parishioner
scolded me for suggesting that the Church hierarchy had
anything to apologize for. “The Church is pure and holy,”
he said. “The Church cannot sin.”

I had hoped that the inspired work of the bishops at the
Second Vatican Council would move us away from that
model of “Church as institution” to a new understanding of
But what I cannot accept is that some, despite
overwhelming evidence, are intent on scapegoating the gay Church as the holy People of God would have borne fruit
by now, but obviously it has not.
and lesbian community, claiming that the problem of
sexual abuse of minors will not be solved until homosexual
The sexual abuse crisis in the Catholic Church is more than
priests and seminarians are rooted out. This supposed
the moral lapses of individuals, and it won’t be solved by
relationship between sexual misbehavior and a
homosexual orientation has been repeatedly debunked by more and better reporting procedures, though these are
part of the solution. See the USCCB statement regarding
scholarly research, much of it done since 2002. See, for
actions to be taken following the Pennsylvania Grand Jury
example, the extensive report by the John Jay College
report at: http://www.usccb.org/news/2018/18-139.cfm.
Research Team for the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops, The Cause s and Conte xt of Se xual Abuse The root problem is systemic and structural. Along with
of Minors by Catholic Priests in the United States, 1950-2010 new procedures and protocols aimed at transparency of
government and accountability of Church leaders, we need
(“The data do not support a finding that homosexual
a radical transformation of the way we understand Church
identity and/or pre-ordination same-sex sexual behavior
are significant risk factors for the sexual abuse of minors”). and priesthood and the way we form priests.
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youthIf you love the Church, remain within and work for its
protection/upload/The-Nature-and-Scope-of-Sexual-Abuse-of- fundamental reform
Minors-by-Catholic-Priests-and-Deacons-in-the-United-States1950-2002.pdf. If you can’t make it through the entire
Fr. Mark
report, there is a good summary of the report’s findings at:
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2011/06/06/what-

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

RCIA NEWS
RCIA CLASSES ARE NOW IN SESSION!

It's not too late to join the RCIA process at St. Thomas More.
The RCIA is for any adult who is interested in learning more
about the Catholic faith, and/or thinking about becoming a
member of the Catholic Church. We meet every Sunday after
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
the 9:30 AM Mass. If you would like to join us, please contact
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to Carl and Fran McColman, the RCIA Directors, by emailing
RCIA@stmga.org.
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
IS GOD CALLING YOU... TO BE AN RCIA SPONSOR?
The anointing can be given multiple times.
RCIA is a wonderful program for learning about, and sharing,
the Catholic faith. We ask members of the parish to sponsor
BAPTISM
the inquirers and students in the RCIA process. Being a sponsor
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at
is a way to nurture and deepen your own faith journey while
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
accompanying another person along the way. If you'd like to
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
learn more about being a Sponsor, please contact Richard
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign Joseph (richardjohnjoseph@comcast.net) or Carl and Fran
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
McColman (RCIA@stmga.org).
form are available under Baptisms on the website.
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.

SOCIAL JUSTICE
THE S FACTOR SERVICE PROJECT

The S Factor is collecting $10 MARTA cards for homeless
veterans. Deadline is Sept. 12th. Cards may be dropped off at
the office or mailed to St. Thomas More, 636 W Ponce de Leon
Ave, Decatur Ga 30030, Attn: The S Factor.
IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY PROGRAM
The Ignatian Spirituality Program, ISP, is a nationwide ministry
sponsored by the Jesuits to give spiritual retreats to homeless
men and women in recovery. This is an active ministry in the
Archdiocese of Atlanta carried out by volunteers and in
collaboration with Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center.
Volunteers are needed for days of reflection, overnight retreats,
drivers and other tasks. Contact: Marian Monahan at
mcmonahan@gmail.com for information on volunteering.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES MENTORS

Catholic Charities Atlanta has an after school program that
provides additional academic and social support to 35
second- and third-grade refugee students at Indian Creek
Elementary School in Clarkston. Fifteen volunteers are needed
to serve as academic mentors for these students. In addition,
three education major interns are needed to assist. The
program runs every Monday through Thursday during the
school year from 2:30 to 5:00 PM. Contact: Christie at
404-920-7785 or CCrane@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org.

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTIONS
September 2—Catholic University—The second collection the
weekend of September 1-2 is the annual archdiocesan
collection for the national university of the Catholic Church in
the United States-The Catholic University of America in
Washington, DC.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

DONUT MINISTRY HELP NEEDED

Lifeteen & Edge host the Donut Ministry on Sunday mornings following the 8:00 AM and 9:30 AM Masses. The money
raised continues to help fund the cost of chaperones, buses and gas for our mission trips and summer camps. Visit the
parish website to volunteer for a shift.

EDGE AND LIFETEEN REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

It’s time for Life Teen and Edge registration. Edge is for rising 6-8th graders and Life Teen is for rising 9-12th graders. See
the parish website for more information.

CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION

All youth going into 10th grade will be confirmed January 28, 2019. Visit the parish website to register. If you haven’t
yet registered them for Life Teen please do so. The day retreat will be October 28 at Ignatius House and there will be an
overnight weekend retreat at Hidden Lake on January 18-20, 2019.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
THE WORD ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Join our biblical scholar, Jerry Pendrick, each Sunday
morning to unpack the weekly scripture readings. The
primary focus will be on explaining the literal meaning of the
texts, especially the Gospels. 10:40-11:50 AM in the Parish
Library.

FALL 2018—STM WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY

Mondays 7:00-8:30 PM starting September 10th
We will be studying Having a Mary Heart in a Martha
World. "With nearly a million copies sold, Joanna Weaver's
popular book shows women how to blend intimacy with
Jesus and service for Him."

STM COFFEEHOUSE

Join us after the 9:30 AM Mass in the St. Julie Room for a
chat with a local expert on various themes and topics while
enjoying a cup of joe.
Upcoming schedule:
September 9 - Healthy Living for Your Heart, with Dr. Renato
Santos
September 23 - The Jesuits and Women in the Japanese
Missions, with Dr. Haruko Nawata Ward
October 14 - Vatican II and Women’s Religious Congregations, with Louise Milone

RENEW—SCRIPTURE STUDY

Renew - Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner begins
Tuesday, September 4 at 1:30 PM in the Parish Library.

IGNATIAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM

Couples preparing for marriage are invited to join this new
program. Couples will meet one evening per week for four
weeks. This program includes presentations from witness
couples and tools and practices to help marriages For more
information and to register please contact Andy and Sarah
Otto at aotto@stmga.org.

MORE THEOLOGY

MORE Theology is a series of St. Thomas More classes on
topics that affect us as Catholics, including theology, church
history, spirituality, liturgy, and church teaching.
This program will help parishioners gain a deeper, clearer
understanding of what Catholics believe and why we
believe. We encourage your participation.
Registration is required and can be found on the parish website.

MICHAEL GERSON TO SPEAK AT STM

November 18, 7:00 PM, Main Church
We are pleased to announce that Michael Gerson will be
speaking at STM in November. Gerson is a columnist at the
Washington Post and was a top aide to President George W.
Bush. He has written extensively on the place of religion in
the public square. Gerson has been critical of the
de-evolution of evangelical Christianity and its negative
influence on the politics of our current time.

PARISH LIFE
BASKETBALL REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

3RD ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC—SEPTEMBER 29!

CMLA Basketball registration for grades 3-8 will remain
open until Aug 31. The website for registration is
http://leagues.bluesombrero.com/stmga/ Please make sure
that you order the correct uniform and t-shirt sizes.
If you are interested in helping with the program or need
more information please contact Jimmy Muller
(jmuller.me92@gtalumni.org or 404.373.8414)

CARDINAL KURT KOCH TO CELEBRATE MASS AT
ST THOMAS MORE
Cardinal Kurt Koch from the Vatican
will celebrate Mass at St. Thomas
More on Thursday, September 20th,
at 5:30 PM. All are welcome to
attend. Cardinal Kurt Koch serves as
President of the Pontifical Council
for Promoting Christian Unity and
President of the Pontifical
Commission for Religious Relations
with the Jewish Community.

STM GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
The next Grief Support Group will meet on Monday,
September 3 at 7:00 PM in the Family Room.

We will begin with Mass in the courtyard at 5:30 PM,
followed by food and fellowship. The Knights of Columbus
will be grilling hot dogs, hamburgers, and veggie burgers.
Lemonade and water will be provided. Feel free to bring
your own favorite beverage. All non-seniors please bring
your favorite side dish to share (serving 10). We would very
much like to give our senior cooks the night off!
YAM will be hosting another cupcake bake off! Bring a
dozen (or TWO) of your best-dressed cupcakes.
Join us in being kind to Mother Earth and bring reusable
plates for your family and label all serving dishes. No need
to RSVP.

SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed
through the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer
opportunities always available. Archdiocese security
clearance required and provided. Questions? Contact our
Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915
or dmabrock@bellsouth.ne t.

SCHOOL NEWS
8TH GRADE PARENT COFFEE

Monday, 8/27 @ 8:15 AM in Mulhern Hall

LEARNING ABOUT THE EUCHARIST IN A WHOLE
NEW WAY
We are excited to have Father Mark celebrating
Teaching Masses in an informal setting with each school
class. The Teaching Masses allow the students a
powerful opportunity to discuss the personal
connections they make to the Gospel, to share
personal prayer requests, and to encounter the
Eucharist in a more intimate setting much like the early
Christian house churches.

Fr. Mark lighting a candle at a teaching mass.

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)
UPCOMING EVENTS


August 26: Spaghetti Dinner—Join YAM for Father Mark's 3rd
Annual Young Adult Spaghetti Dinner after the 5:30 PM Mass
on Sunday, August 26 in Mulhern Hall. This dinner is FREE and
is open to all young adults in their 20s and 30s. Bring a friend
for a homemade meal by Father Mark and fellowship with
STM's young adult community.



September 9: Brunch after the 9:30 AM Mass



September 22: Young Adult Fall Day Retreat—9:00 AM - 3:00
PM. 3 Key Questions for Discernment. $10 registration.
Breakfast and lunch included. Contact Andy (aotto@stmga.org).



October 17: Holy Happy Hour

COMMUNTIY NEWS
ANNUAL BLUE MASS ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2018

The Archdiocese of Atlanta will have the annual Blue Mass for all public safety officials and first responders at the
Cathedral of Christ the King on Tuesday, September 11, 2018 at 10:00 AM. All are invited to attend the Mass to pray and
show appreciation for those who serve and protect the public.

PEACE AND HEALING PRAYER SERVICE

Pax Christi Atlanta at St. Jude (a Catholic organization dedicated to the Peace of Christ), invites you to a Peace and Healing
Prayer Service in honor of those who suffered loss because of 9-11 at 2 PM on Sunday, September 9, 2018 at Ignatius
House Chapel. All are welcome. For more information, please notify Maggie Winfrey at maggie.winfrey@gmail.com or
404-717-6815.

WAY FOR MEN RETREAT

Sept. 14-16; Carmel Retreat Center, Hoschton. The Way for Men is a three-day retreat for adult male survivors of abuse
offered by the Archdiocese of Atlanta’s Victim Assistance Program. Registration deadline is Thurs., Sept. 6. Contact: Sue
Stubbs at 404-920-7554 or sstubbs@archatl.com for more information.

TOWARD FULL COMMUNION: HOPES, ACHIEVEMENTS, OBSTACLES, AND CHALLENGES

Tues., Sept. 18, 2018 from 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM ; Glenn Memorial at Emory University
Join the Aquinas Center at Emory University for a lecture event featuring Cardinal Kurt Koch of the Vatican as he examines
interfaith and ecumenical efforts in our world today. Cardinal Koch serves as President of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity and President of the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jewish Community.
His lecture will elaborate on his Vatican positions, discuss his commitment to ecumenical dialogue, and provide insights
from Pope Francis on interfaith endeavors. Tickets are free. Registration required. Reserve your seats at aquinas.emory.edu.

FINDING GOD NOW

Sept. 20-23; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700 Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. Celebrate Ignatian spirituality and
explore how one can glean from contemporary writers and mystics like Thomas Merton, Father Thomas Keating and
Father Richard Rohr. This is a silent retreat. Retreatants are expected to maintain silence throughout the retreat unless
otherwise noted. Director is Marian Monahan. Contact: www.ignatiushouse.org or call the center at 404-255-0503.

EXPLORING THE RICHNESS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
Can the Early Christian Church Enrich Contemporary Christians? Presented by The School of Christian Spiritual Formation
Friday, Sept. 21 7 PM - 9 PM, Sat., Sept. 22 9 AM - 4:30 PM, Sun., Sept. 23 1 PM - 5 PM. Continental Breakfast and Lunch
served on Saturday! Register by August 31st and get a $5 discount on the full weekend. Visit www.holytransfiguration.info/
spiritual-formation-conference or call Anne Willcocks at 770.924.8080

