August 27, 2017/The Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
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RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
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Nursery Available during
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

ARCHBISHOP GREGORY SPEAKS OUT AGAINST
RACISM AND INTOLERANCE
Archbishop Wilton Gregory said last week that all bishops in the
country have to speak out against racism and intolerance in the wake
of recent tragic events in Charlottesville, Virginia, because, he warned,
silence will be seen as approval.
“The people in their pews, whether they have
African-Americans or Hispanics or Asians, or
even Muslim neighbors, they have to know that
silence in these matters is construed as approval,” Archbishop Gregory said. “We all must raise
our voices in condemning the vile acts that have
taken place, and also standing in solidarity and
union with those who are speaking out in their
communities,” he said.
For a complete report on Archbishop Gregory’s
remarks, go to: www.archatl.com.

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS APPOINTED
Fr. Mark has appointed three parishioners to serve on the STM Parish
Council. They are: Mary Swartz, Stephen Siler, and Chris Harvey.
Mary, Stephen, and Chris will begin their three-year terms on
September 1, 2017. They join six other STM parishioners who will
continue their service on the Council. These six are: Anh Phillips, Jim
Logan, Maggie Whitcomb, Patti Paulino, Richard Joseph, and Steve
Carney.
The Parish Council is a group of parishioners who assist the pastor in
articulating parish identity and mission and assuring that the parish is
faithful to that identity and mission.
Several parishioners who have served on the Parish Council for many
years have completed their terms and are rolling oﬀ the Council.
These are: Angie Petroni, Brian Danilovich, David Harry, Gigi O’Shea,
Margie Crawford, and Susan House. Fr. Mark thanks these for their
service, which, in some cases, extended far beyond what could have
been reasonably expected of them. STM is better for their leadership.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.
MONDAY, August 28 Noe Hernandez †
TUESDAY, August 29 Thomas Mathews †
WEDNESDAY, August 30 Lucy Harris †
THURSDAY, August 31 Christine Cielinski †
FRIDAY, September 1 Holy Souls †
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to
add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be
remembered.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE youth@stmga.org
LIFETEEN teens@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org

Monday, September 4th, there will be
one daily mass
at 10:00 AM

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon. Aug 28
Tues. Aug 29

Thurs. Aug 30

Walking with Purpose
7:00 PM Mulhern Hall
Young Adult Ministry
Leadership Meeting
6:30 PM Parish Library
STM Adult Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM Choir Room
Men’s Group (New)
7:00 PM Family Room

Sat. Sept. 2
Sun. Sept 3

Young Adults (YAM) Prayer Group
9:00 AM St Julie Room
The Word with Jerry Pendrick
10:40 AM—
AM—Parish Library

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your
intention to participate actively and meaningfully in our
parish by worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as
often as possible, by participating in our parish
programs and ministries, by doing service in your
neighborhood, and by ﬁnancially supporting the parish
as much as your means allow. By registering, you also
enable us to be of greater service to you and to your
family.
The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex
of the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan
and email it to mdie bold@stmga.org, drop it in the
Oﬀertory basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to
the parish oﬃces during normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor:
In place of Fr. Mark’s words, the STM Social Justice
Committee oﬀers this week’s reﬂection.

$150,000. All this was made possible through the
generosity of STM parishioners.

We hope to oﬀer comparable ﬁnancial support to local
and international social justice projects this year. To
Over the past several years, Christians have given much this end, the STM Social Justice Committee will invite
attention to the plight of the disenfranchised in light of local and international organizations to submit requests
for a ﬁnancial grant from STM for social justice purposour call to serve those in need.
es. To facilitate the application and review process, the
Pope Francis has been very
Committee has adopted a protocol through which
vocal about our obligation to
charitable organizations may apply for ﬁnancial support
care for our needy brothers
from STM. Among other things, the protocol requires
and sisters. In keeping with
an applicant to specify the amount requested and to
these teachings, the STM
state how the grant will be used, to describe the organiParish Council and Finance
zation’s mission and purpose, to assess its impact in the
Committee have both
community, and to disclose relevant ﬁnancial inforrecommended that STM be
mation. In evaluating applications for grants, the
more outwardly oriented. In
Committee will give preference to organizations with
response, Fr. Mark asked
Catholic connections. Complete information regarding
several parishioners already
the grant application process is posted on the STM
active in STM social justice causes to serve on a parish
committee that will help STM make this happen. These website at: www.stmgaparish.org/SocialJustice.
parishioners are: Jen Dalmy, Greg Amoroso, Tanya
Frazee, Jim O’Callahan, Gigi O’Shea, Sr. Mary Priniski, and Beginning October 1, 2017, the Committee will begin
reviewing the requests for ﬁnancial support that STM
Robert Weaver.
has received. The Committee will recommend certain
Fr. Mark charged the STM Social Justice Committee with grants to Fr. Mark, who will make the ﬁnal decision. STM
hopes to distribute grants twice a year – once at the
the task of developing a comprehensive social justice
end of the calendar year, and again near the end of the
program for STM that includes ﬁnancial support of
ﬁscal year.
parish-sponsored and other social justice programs,
encouraging direct service by parishioners in social
We want STM parishioners to be included in this
justice eﬀorts, advocacy on behalf of those who are in
need, and education of parishioners regarding Catholic process. An eﬀective parish social justice program
depends on the support and participation of all
social justice teaching.
parishioners. Accordingly, the Social Justice Committee
invites parishioners either to invite charitable
With regard to ﬁnancially supporting social justice
organizations and projects, the Committee engaged in a organizations with which they are familiar to submit an
application for a social justice grant, or to make an
prayerful, careful process through much of the past
year trying to decide how to distribute a substantial sum application themselves on behalf of an organization or
project.
of parish money for social justice purposes. The
Committee considered a large number of possible
beneﬁciaries. In deciding among these, the Committee STM is committed to making this grants process
judged how much of an impact our gift would make on transparent. The Committee will publish the grant
applicants and those who receive grants.
the organization’s ability to carry out its work, and
whether the organization’s work would be sustainable
We hope that STM parishioners are pleased with STM’s
even after our gift was expended. Eventually, the
increasing commitment to honor and protect the dignity
Committee recommended that STM make substantial
of each human life, and that you will continue to
grants to several organizations for speciﬁc purposes.
We informed STM parishioners about these gifts several support the parish generously. If you do, STM will be
times over the past several months. These gifts include able to build on the good work the parish has been
doing in our neighborhood and beyond. We look
money to co-sponsor the construction of a new house
forward to sharing with you the successes and stories
with Habitat for Humanity, to support four disadvanwe as a Parish have had in touching the lives of our
taged minority students at Cristo Rey Atlanta, to
brothers and sisters in need.
purchase urgently needed medical equipment for
ServeHAITI, to ﬁnance a new roof for an orphanage in
Uganda sponsored by the Missionaries of the Poor, and The STM Social Justice Committee
to resettle a refugee family in the Decatur area. The
total amount of these gifts this past year was nearly

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
atto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”
FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

PARISH FINANCE
UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS
The second collection next weekend, September 2-3, is
the annual archdiocesan collection for the national
university of the Catholic Church in the United States –
The Catholic University of America in Washington, DC.

LITURGY NOTES
In today’s Gospel. Sometimes called “The Great Confession,” Peter professes Jesus as the Messiah and
Son of God. Jesus responds by calling him petros
(Greek, meaning “a small rock”) and declaring that he
will build his Church on this petra (Greek for “mass of
rocky ground”).
The meaning of “binding and loosing” is unclear. It
may refer to the binding of Satan in exorcism, the
power to excommunicate, or authority to teach deﬁnitive doctrine. Notice, however, that Peter did nothing
to earn this position of authority. The Revelation came
from the Father.
Rev. J. Philip Horrigan—Pastoral Liturgy

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
2017-2018 CLASSES
Please Note: Religious Education classes started
Sunday, August 20th.
Late registrations will be accepted until
Sunday, Sept. 10, 2017. No registrations
will be accepted after September 10th.
PLEASE NOTE: RE (RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ) FOR 4YR OLDS
IS MOVING TO THE SAME TIME SLOT AS GRADES K-5TH.
ALL CLASSES WILL MEET FROM 10:40 - 11:35 AM ON
SUNDAYS IN THE STM SCHOOL CLASSROOMS.
FOR DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT : Mrs. McP 404-378-4588
ext 119 , mcp@stmga.org or see the parish website.
Registration is only taken on-line, as are payments.
http://www.stmgaparish.org/parish-religious-educationregistration-form/

Unlike the three blind mice—the STM Staff
remembered to wear their glasses.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)
YAM LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING
TUES., AUGUST 29TH 6:30 PM, PARISH LIBRARY
Interested in helping our Young Adult Ministry continue to
grow? Have ideas for what events would be best for our
community, or thoughts on how we can best love and serve
each other? Join us Tuesday, August 29th at 6:30 PM at St.
Thomas More, for our leadership committee meeting. Pizza
and drinks will be provided. For more information please
feel free to contact Lindsey Neimo (lcneimo@gmail.com)

YAM PRAYER GROUP
SATURDAY 9:00 AM ST. JULIE ROOM

YOUTH AND TEEN MINISTRY
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Contact Mrs. McP EDGE 404-378-4588 x 119
Edge—youth@stmga.org Life Teen contact: teens@stmga.org

EDGE AND LIFETEEN REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
If you are in 10th grade in Public/ secular private school , or home schooled, you must be registered & active in Lifeteen
in order to meet the requirements set by the Archdiocese to Conﬁrm.
If you are a 10th grader looking to be Conﬁrmed this year, its time to register! Registration & fee payment on-line and
due by Labor Day (September 4, 2017)
Fee is $100. Conﬁrmation this year is Jan. 29th, 2018. MANDATORY retreat dates: 10/29/17 & 1/21/18 1-7 PM

Mandatory Parent Teen meeting: Tuesday September 26th 7 PM Mulhern Hall
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
STM Religious Ed is looking for volunteers for its middle and high school youth groups. They are looking for youth
ministers who can help facilitate small group discussions (you will be trained!) from 3:30 PM to 5:15 PM for EDGE
or from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM for LIFETEEN on Sundays. All volunteers must complete an Archdiocesan screening.
If you'd like to volunteer, please contact Michele McHale-Pickard (mcp@stmga.org).
YOUTH GROUPS
Sign up to reserve your spot for this year’s XLTs
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044ca9ab29a31-bustoxlt10
EDGE:
EDGE parent poll: Help us plan the best time to meet! https://www.surve ymonke y.com/r/267RBNR
September 7th—A
A2 Adoration in the AM

7:30—7:55 AM in the Chapel

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
CARE OF THE POOR AT STM
Each year STM gives substantial ﬁnancial support to the local poor through the generosity of parishioners, including more
than $60,000 each year to St. Vincent de Paul and the Decatur Emergency Assistance Ministry. We also distribute
emergency food bags to individuals and families in need. In addition to these parish-sponsored actions, we hope that
parishioners acting apart from the parish make additional gifts to organizations that care for the poor. However, we ask
that parishioners not give money to persons who solicit cash gifts on parish property. There have been several
unpleasant incidents involving persons aggressively asking parishioners and staﬀ for money. Certain individuals have
sometimes become abusive and threatening and have even damaged parish property. These individuals have been told
that they may not ask for money on parish property. We encourage parishioners to help, but to help by making a gift to
St. Vincent de Paul, DEAM, or similar organization.

SCHOOL NEWS
ORDER STM SPIRIT WEAR ONLINE!
Check out the new "Stripes Spiritwear Store" online! Shop the Stripes Spirit Wear Store
for the latest selection of apparel and accessories! T-shirts, Sweatshirts, hats, and more!!
Parishioner orders will be delivered to the
church oﬃce for pick up on Sundays 99-Noon.
Please indicate that you are a parishioner when
ordering in the notes section.

Go to stmspiritshop.org

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
SUNDAY NURSERY

JOB OPENINGS:

Every week, twelve months a year,
year our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your
child(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while
they have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed
through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities
always available. Archdiocese security clearance required
and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-999915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR
STM has an immediate opening for a part-time Religious
Education Coordinator.
Coordinator This position reports to the
Director of Youth Faith Formation and is responsible for
coordinating all facets of the department, as well as the
recruitment and training of all volunteer teachers and
aides. This position is responsible for PreK 4 yr. old
through Grade 5 faith formation including sacramental
preparation for First Holy Communion and First
Reconciliation. Also responsible for planning and
executing vacation bible school one week during the
summer. Must be a self-starter with excellent
interpersonal skills, communication, Microsoft Oﬃce and
organizational skills. This person must be fully committed
to the teachings of the Catholic Church and an active,
practicing Catholic in good standing. If interested, please
email your resume to mcp@stmga.org.

STM PARISH PICNIC
Wind down your summer with the STM Parish Picnic. We
will start with the evening with mass at 5:30 PM in the
courtyard, then enjoy a potluck dinner and fellowship. Bring the whole family to the 2017 STM Parish Picnic
on Saturday, September 30th. Watch the bulletin or
e-newsletter for more details.

SOCIAL TOUCH RUGBY GAME NOW TWICE A
MONTH
Every 1st and 3rd
Thursday of the
month at 7 PM at
St. Thomas More
School playing ﬁeld.
Drinks afterwards at
the Marlay down the
road. All levels of ﬁtness and teens to seniors welcome.
No prior experience playing Touch Rugby is needed!
Guaranteed fun! For more info contact JP & Lucy
O'Donoghue (jpandlucy@gmail.com).

JESUITS LOOKING FOR A PART-TIME COOK
The Jesuits at STM are looking for a part-time cook to
prepare the evening meal for the community four or ﬁve
nights each week. If you or someone you know is
interested, call or email Fr. Mark:
404-378-4588 / mhorak@stmga.org.

SPECIAL NEEDS MINISTRY

AUGUST IS MUSIC MINISTRY MONTH

Do you have a family member with special needs seeking
religious education? Does your family member have
needs that prohibit them from fully participating in the
sacraments, mass, or parish events? We would love to
help them succeed in these areas. Please contact Julie
Siler or Michele McHale-Pickard to let us know how we can
support their needs. Julie Siler: 404-285-3886 or
jes76@bellsouth.net

For more information, call Joe Messina at 404/378-4588
x120, jmessina@stmga.org

WELCOME TO ST. THOMAS MORE

THE S FACTOR SPECIAL SERVICE PROJECT
The S Factor's recent service project "Coats for homeless
vets" was a huge success. THIRTY FIVE coats will be ﬁnding
their way to the Transition Center at the old Ft.
Mac. Thank you to all who participated.
Marta Breeze cards will be received until Sep 19th. We're
asking you to put $10 on the card so homeless veterans will have the ability to get to the Center for rehab,
medical care and counseling. Cards may be purchased for
$2 at the Decatur Marta Station kiosk and brought to the
parish oﬃce by Sep. 19th.

Marian Cardelli
Christopher and Kelly
Dundon
Peter and Amy Fehl
Rebecca and Marko
Klisovic
Sarah Kothe
James and Rachel Leach
Rob and Jody McHoul
Andy and Sarah Otto

Adam and Deneen
McWilliams
Teresa and Peter Romano
Timothy and Mary Schmidt
Megan and Mark
Styczynski
Anthony and Rosaria
Sweeney
Andrew and Sara Webster
Mark and Patricia Yunker

R.C.I.A.
RCIA CLASSES ARE STARTING SOON!
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic? Would you like to learn more about the Catholic faith? If so, then we invite
you to participate in our RCIA class, which begins meeting on Tuesday, September 5, 2017!
RCIA is speciﬁcally for people who are not Catholic, and either want to become a Catholic or at least want to learn more
about the Catholic faith. There is no obligation to become a Catholic, and no charge for the course. For those who wish
to become Catholic, RCIA prepares you to receive the sacraments of initiation. This program is designed to focus not
only on the teachings of the Church, but also on the spirituality of Catholicism.
If you are interested in RCIA, or just want to learn more, please contact the RCIA Directors, Fran and Carl McColman, by
emailing rcia@stmga.org or calling 404-375-1611. Thank you, and God bless!

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in the STM chapel Monday through Saturday from
9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.

UPCOMING RETREATS AT IGNATIUS HOUSE
Sept. 1515-17 - Love’s Movement: From SelfSelf-Care to Service
We often neglect the important proposition in the great commandment: Love your neighbor as yourself. But for service
to be sustainable, we have to take care of ourselves. Directed by Sarah Otto.
Sept. 2929-Oct. 1 - When God Recalculates My Journey
Just when I think I know where I’m going, I come to a roadblock and I hear the gentle voice of God, “recalculating”. How
can I trust the new road map? How do I choose the “right” path at the fork in the road? Directed by Maureen Hunt.
Register at IgnatiusHouse.org

SCRIPTURE STUDY
THE WORD WITH JERRY PENDRICK —ADULT BIBLE STUDY
St. Thomas More Parish’s Sunday morning adult Bible study (The Word) has resumed. Please join us each week as we
read and discuss the Sunday Mass readings. The primary focus will be on explaining the literal meaning of the texts,
especially the Gospels. 10:40–11:50 AM in the Parish Library.

RENEW—TUESDAY SCRIPTURE STUDY
A weekly Bible study with Louanne Bachner Tuesdays at 1:30 PM-3 PM in the STM parish library starting September 5th.
For additional info, contact Andy Otto at 404-378-4588 X124

WALKING WITH PURPOSE—STM WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Fellowship and Faith at a 22 session Bible Study entitled Ke e ping the Balance . Monday, 7:00—8:30 PM Mulhern Hall.
Sign up at http://tinyurl.com/y8lndgkq

PRAYER AND FAITH SHARING
MEETING CHRIST IN PRAYER (BEGINNING SEPT. 17 AT 3 PM)
As a child, you were taught how to pray. Now that you are an adult, you have probably outgrown some of the ways you
prayed as a child. So just how do adults pray? Come and see for yourself. Meeting Christ in Prayer is an engaging eightweek guided experience on Ignatian prayer. No experience praying with others is required! Are you ready to commit to
deeper prayer? Information session is September 17. Contact Andy Otto (aotto@stmga.org) to sign up.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY PRAYER GROUP
Join STM YAM for a weekly prayer and support group every Saturday for fellowship, support and
accountability in prayer. Coﬀee and snacks will be provided! SATURDAY 9-10 ST JULIE ROOM
Contact Frances for more info: fcd.work@gmail.com

MEN’S GROUP
An opportunity for reﬂection, discussion, and fellowship with other men in the parish. Stop by Thursday evening 7:30 PM
in the Family Room to learn more.

ADULT EDUCATION
STM COFFEEHOUSE
Join us after the 9:30 AM Mass in St. Julie Room for a chat with a local expert on various themes and topics while enjoying a cup of joe.
Upcoming Topics:
Sept. 10 – Catholicism, Americanism, and Religious Liberty: A Church and Culture in Tension with
Dr. William S. Cossen
Oct. 1 - The Landscape of Catholic Education in Atlanta with Bill Garret, President of Cristo Rey
Atlanta Jesuit
Oct. 15, 22, 29 – A mini-series on End of Life Issues (Estate Planning, Senior Care, Grief and Pastoral Care)

