
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

9:00 AM, 11:30 AM,  
& 5:30 PM 
MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         August 30, 2020—22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

See page 7 for more info. 

BLOOD DRIVE AT STM 

Sunday, Aug. 30  
8:00am-1:00pm  
in Mulhern Hall 

visit redcrossblood.org & use 
the sponsor code “sttmcc”  

STM PARISH COUNCIL  

MEMBERSHIP IS SET 
The membership of the  

STM Parish Council  
is set for the coming year.   

See page 5 for details. 

    

Two options of study. See page 7 for more information. 

   SMALL KINDNESSES 

     a poem by Danusha Laméris 

I've been thinking about the way, when you walk  
down a crowded aisle, people pull in their legs  
to let you by.  Or how strangers still say "bless you"  
when someone sneezes, a leftover  
from the Bubonic plague. "Don't die," we are saying. 
And sometimes, when you spill lemons  
from your grocery bag, someone else will help you  
pick them up.  Mostly, we don't want to harm each other. 
We want to be handed our cup of coffee hot,  
and to say thank you to the person handing it. To smile  
at them and for them to smile back.  For the waitress  
to call us honey when she sets down the bowl of clam chowder,  
and for the driver in the red pick-up truck to let us pass. 
We have so little of each other, now. So far  
from tribe and fire. Only these brief moments of exchange.   
What if they are the true dwelling of the holy, 
these fleeting temples we make together when we say, "Here,  
have my seat," "Go ahead—you first," "I like your hat." 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
Monday, Aug. 31 Joseph Bobel †  
Tuesday, Sept. 1 Ann Kovanis †  
Wednesday, Sept. 2 Yordonos Kelati †  
Thursday, Sept. 3 Thomas Anthony Craddock † 
Friday, Sept. 4  St. Thomas More community 
 
 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Marian Eisenberg  
Jack Friel, STM parishioner 
John Stanton  
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Robert Flinn, STM parishioner 
 
Pray for those who were recently Baptized: 
Haynes Black  
 
Pray for those who received their First Eucharist: 
Charlotte Anne Harden, Chance Carter and Benjamin Kim 
 
 
If you would like to schedule an intercession, please contact 
the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift 
in return for praying for someone by name during the  
intercessions at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., Sept. 1  Scripture Study with Louanne—1:00 to 2:30 PM—Contact bachner@juno.com to join. 
   STM Sharing Group: Racial Justice & the Catholic Church—7:30-9:00 PM—Zoom 
 

Wed., Sept. 2  Knights of Columbus 4th Degree Rosary/Meeting—6:30 PM to 9:00 PM—St. Julie Room 
   Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 to 8:30 PM— Zoom—    
   Email mccolman@anamchara.com to sign up.  
   STM Sharing Group: White Fragility—7:30-9:00 PM—Zoom 
 

Thurs., Sept. 3  Thursday Gospel Contemplation—12:00 to 12:30 PM—Live on the Parish FB page— 
   facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/  
 

Sun., Sept. 6  Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:15 AM—Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  

regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette Johnson, 
Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to 
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

Parishioners may find Fr. James Martin's article in America Magazine, 
reprinted here, helpful as they prepare to vote in the upcoming  
presidential election. 
 
Father James Martin: Why I Am Pro-Life—January 10, 2019 
 
Whenever I say that I am pro-life, it always surprises some  
people—which always surprises me. 
 
Last summer I attended a conference on polarization in the  
Catholic Church, held at Georgetown University. One evening, 
when I mentioned my pro-life convictions to a participant, her  
face registered shock. “I’m so relieved to hear that,” she said. 
 
Maybe because I also advocate for refugees and migrants, L.G.B.T. 
people and the environment—causes usually championed by 
those who identify as politically progressive—some people tell me 
that they wonder about the sincerity of my public comments in 
support of unborn children. By the same token, others with whom I 
share common ground on a variety of social justice issues often 
express discomfort, disappointment and even anger when I use 
the phrase “pro-life.” 
 
So perhaps it would be helpful to explain what I mean when I say 
that I am pro-life. And I would invite you to consider this more as a 
profession of faith than as a political argument. 
 
The best way of explaining my belief is this: The longer I live, the 
more I grow in awe of God’s creative activity and in reverence for 
God’s creation. 
 
I see God’s creative activity in countless ways, but mainly in the 
ways that God is active in the spiritual lives of people with whom I 
minister. Over the last 25 years, I have accompanied perhaps  
hundreds of people in my ministry as a spiritual director—that is, 
someone who helps people notice God in their daily lives and in 
their prayer. 
 
In the process I have seen first-hand how God encounters  
individuals in breathtakingly, sometimes nearly miraculously  
personal ways. With one person, God encounters him or her 
through a powerful experience in private prayer, with another  
during an almost mystical experience amid nature, with another  
in a conversation that suddenly heals an old emotional wound.  
The expression “God meets people where they are” captures some 
of this reality—but only a little. God’s ability to enter a person’s life 
in ways that are perfectly tailored to that life always amazes me. 
 
The more I see this, the more my awe of God’s creative activity  
naturally grows. 
 
But I notice God’s creative activity in other ways, too. The birth of 
my two nephews, who are now 20 and 13 years old, profoundly 
deepened my appreciation for the mystery of life. When I first saw 
my oldest nephew in the hospital a few hours after his birth, I was 
tremendously moved. After returning home, I wept for joy,  
completely overwhelmed by the gift and vulnerability of God’s new 
creation. Over the years I’ve watched them learn how to eat, sit up, 
talk, crawl, laugh, walk, read, run, ride bikes, make jokes, throw a 
ball, drive a car and take joy in the world. 
 
Recently I had dinner with my older nephew and thought, “I can’t 
believe that he didn’t exist 20 years ago” and felt a surge of  
gratitude for God’s grace. (I knew enough not to tell him this, since 
he’d probably say, “Uncle Jim, give me a break!” Or more likely, “Uh 
huh.”) 
 
The more I reflect on this the more my reverence for God’s  
creation grows. All of this naturally increases my reverence for the 

life of the child in the womb. 
 
Now, as a man and a priest, and therefore someone who will never 
experience the joys and challenges of being a mother, someone 
who will never have to make a decision about an abortion and 
someone in a position of some power in the church, I recognize 
the limitations of my experience. And I recognize that many  
women consider it offensive to hear this from a man—because 
they have told me. 
 
Many women whom I love, respect and admire support  
abortion rights and see these rights as a constitutive part of their 
authority over their own bodies. And who can doubt that over the 
centuries, women have been dominated and abused by men—
even men responsible for providing them with legal, pastoral and 
medical care? 
 
But acknowledging that women’s bodies are their own does not 
diminish my own reverence for the living body in a woman ’s womb. 
Thus, I cannot deny that I see the child in the womb, from the mo-
ment of his or her conception, as a creation of God, deserving of 
our respect, protection and love. Mysterious, precious, unique, 
infinite, made in the image and likeness of God. Holy. 
 
And my respect for life extends to life at every stage, a feeling that 
has only grown though my experiences in various ministries during 
my 30 years as a Jesuit—for example, with refugees. 
 
For two years, as a young Jesuit in the early 1990s, I worked in  
Kenya with refugees from around East Africa, who, in search of a 
safe life for their families, had fled war-torn countries like Sudan, 
Ethiopia, Uganda, Somalia and Rwanda, and settled in the slums of 
Nairobi. There, along with colleagues from the Jesuit Refugee  
Service, I helped them start small businesses to support  
themselves. 
 
Many of them had suffered the severest losses in their home  
countries, tragedies that might seem unbelievable to some—
seeing spouses hacked to death with machetes before them; 
watching their children have their throats slit; and being brutalized, 
kidnapped and tortured themselves. Sometimes people think I am 
concocting these stories. I’m not. I have met these people, and in 
many cases have seen the proof: medical records, newspaper  
clippings, gruesome scars. 
 
Their lives were devalued, threatened and imperiled. It’s no wonder 
that refugees and migrants flee their home countries. Nearly all of 
them flee to save their lives and protect the lives of their children. 
So when I think of “life issues” I often think of the 68 million  
refugees, migrants and internally displaced people whose most 
important “pro-life activity” is to flee. Their lives are often at risk not 
just in their home countries, but also in transit through the deserts 
and on the seas, and later in teeming refugee camps, where,  
despite many noble efforts, they and their children die due to lack 
of food, sanitation and medicine. 
 
Every life is precious to God—including the lives of refugees, mi-
grants and internally displaced persons. In other words, the life of 
a child at a border is precious, just as the life of a child in the womb 
is precious.  
 
To take another non-traditional “life issue,” think about L.G.B.T. 
people. In the past few years I have learned a great deal about how 
these precious lives are also in grave danger. Consider this:  
lesbian, gay and bisexual youth in the United States are almost five 
times as likely to commit suicide than their straight counterparts. In 
many countries around the world, a gay person is at serious risk of  
Continued on page 4... 



PASTOR’S PIECE (continued from page 3)        
being beaten or killed if his or her sexuality is discovered, and in  
eight countries homosexual acts are punishable with the death 
penalty. And in the last 10 years, over 3,000 transgender people 
have been murdered worldwide, and the most common causes of 
their deaths are shootings, stabbings and beatings. 
 
In some places, then, L.G.B.T. issues are truly life issues. The life of 
an L.G.B.T. teenager in a family that rejects them is precious, just as 
the life of a child in the womb is precious. 
 
I could also tell you about many other vulnerable lives that I have 
encountered as a Jesuit, which are equally valuable in the eyes of 
God: the lives of patients with traumatic brain injuries confined for 
years in a hospital in Cambridge, Mass.; the lives of the poor, sick 
and dying men and women in their final days at Mother Teresa’s 
hospice in Kingston, Jamaica; the lives of street-gang members in 
the violent, deadly and now-demolished housing projects in  
Chicago; the lives of men who have attempted suicide and who 
now sit in solitary confinement in a prison in Boston. All these  
people are God’s beloved children, made in God’s own image. 
 
So my respect for life extends to all people, but most especially 
those whose lives are at risk: the unborn child, to be sure, but also 
the refugee whose life is threatened by war, the L.G.B.T. young  
person tempted to commit suicide, the homeless person whose life 
is endangered by malnutrition, the uninsured sick person with no 
health care, the elderly person in danger of being euthanized, the 
inmate on death row. I have come to value all life, from conception 
to natural death, and believe that our laws should reflect this  
important principle. 
 
Sometimes this is referred to as the “consistent ethic of life” or the 
“seamless garment” approach, a reference to the robe stripped 
from Jesus before his crucifixion and for which soldiers cast lots (Jn 
19:23-24). It has been criticized unfairly by some people as 
“watering down” pro-life activities. One strong advocate of that  
approach, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin, the late archbishop of  
Chicago, lamented it was wrongly used in that way. But the misuse 
of a principle does not invalidate it. 
 
In fact, the point of the consistent ethic of life is not that we should 
focus on other issues instead of abortion, but that our witness for 
social justice and in defense of all life is strengthened when we 
base it clearly and consistently on the recognition of the dignity of 
every human life at every stage. 

No less a person than St. John Paul II, in his encyclical “The  
Gospel of Life” (Evangelium Vitae), pointed to several “life issues”  
beyond abortion, invoking the Didache , one of the most ancient 
Christian texts outside the Bible, which dates to the first century. 
The Didache (which means “teaching” in Greek) not only  
inveighed against abortion but also condemned those who “show 
no compassion for the poor” and who “do not suffer with the 
suffering.” 
 
In his encyclical, John Paul highlighted not only “the ancient threats 
of scourges of poverty, hunger, endemic disease, violence and war 
but also “new threats.” Evangelium Vitae joined with the Second  
Vatican Council in “forcefully condemning” practices that are 
“opposed to life itself.” 
 
The long list often surprises people, but it is a reminder of the 
breadth of human life and the many threats to it. 
 

…any type of murder, genocide, abortion, euthanasia, or willful 
self-destruction, whatever violates the integrity of the human 
person, such as mutilation, torments inflicted on body or mind, 
attempts to coerce the will itself; whatever insults human  
dignity, such as subhuman living conditions, arbitrary  
imprisonment, deportation, slavery, prostitution, the selling of 
women and children; as well as disgraceful working conditions, 
where people are treated as mere instruments of gain rather 
than as free and responsible persons; all these things and  
others like them are infamies indeed. 

 
Today we could add even more to St. John Paul’s list. The threats to 
human life in all its diversity grow with each passing year. 
 
Perhaps it is time to expand our understanding of what it means to 
be pro-life. During the Georgetown University conference, I met 
many thoughtful people who proposed other ways of framing the 
discussion: “Whole Life,” “One Life,” “Every Life.” These may be some 
helpful ways forward. 
 
What would help even more than a new label is for all of us to care 
for every life. For the refugee advocate to care passionately about 
the unborn. And for the pro-life marcher to care passionately 
about the migrant. We should care for all life. 
 
Because, as our faith teaches, as I have learned, and as I believe, 
every life is sacred. 

SCHOOL NEWS 
TOGETHER AGAIN (KINDA) FOR 1ST SCHOOL MASS 

Last Friday, it felt 
wonderful to be 
celebrating our 
first school mass 
together.  That’s 
to say that we 
were together in  
spirit, even 
though we were 
not together 
physically.   
Father Mark  
conducted mass 
in the church 
while our  

students participated via livestream in the classrooms or at 
home. Although we missed gathering, it was an awesome  
opportunity for parents to participate with their child in mass 
no matter where they both were!    
 

MUSIC TEACHER OPENING 

St. Thomas More  
Catholic School is a  
National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence 
and an AJC Top #5 
Workplace 2020. We are 
accepting applications 
for a certified Music 
teacher for the 2020-
2021 school year. This is 
a fulltime position and 
offers a competitive 
salary and benefits. St. Thomas More offers a drug-free  
environment and is in full compliance with federal statutes for 
non-discrimination in its employment practices.  If you are  
interested in teaching in a wonderful faith-based community 
setting, please send a cover letter and your resume to Kim  
Kissell at kkissell@stmga.org. 
For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news  
 

 

mailto:kkissell@stmga.org
https://www.stmga.org/news/


L’ARCHE ATLANTA’S 8TH BIRTHDAY BENEFIT & AUCTION 
Join L’Arche Atlanta, a faith-based nonprofit that serves adults with developmental disabilities, for its virtual benefit  
auction.  Bidding begins on Tuesday, September 8 for over 30 items from local business. The week will culminate with a 
virtual storytelling event & live auction featuring vacation rentals and once-in-a-lifetime experiences on Sunday, September 
13 at 5:00 PM. It’s free to register! Register by September 3 and join us for the live event to be entered in a drawing for a 
$300 auction credit. All purchases and donations support L ’Arche Atlanta, as we transform lives by building community 
among people with and without disabilities. Register at larche8.givesmart.com or text larche8 to 76278. Questions? Email 
Megan Denton at megan@larcheatlanta.org. 
 

CONVERSATIONS WITH A MONK  
Sat, Sept. 5; 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM; sponsored by the Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit. The online retreat will feature 
Brother Mark. Contact: retreat house at 770-760-0959 to register.  
 

WISDOM OF CHRISTIAN IMAGINATION  
Sat, Sept. 12, 9:00 AM and Sun, Sept. 13, 10:30 AM; sponsored by the Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit. “The Lord of 
the Rings” and “The Chronicles of Narnia” are masterpieces of fantasy literature. Both authors were committed Christians, 
and the writings are filled with spiritual insights and mystical wisdom. Reflect on the timeless guidance that remains  
relevant to followers of Christ today. Both days are virtual retreats. Contact: retreat house at 770-760-0959 to register.   
 

FAITH TO FACE FEAR & ANXIETY   
Monastery Virtual Retreat: Saturday, September 26 
Two Parts: 10-11:30 AM and 2- 3:30 PM 
We can feel frozen in fear or overwhelmed with anxiety in these uncertain times. Unpacking anxiety with faith can provide 
clarity and vision, enabling us to overcome worry and focus on a better tomorrow. Suggested donation to the Monastery: 
$30-$45. Reserve your spot today! Retreat@trappist.net or 770-760-0959. 

“EVENING FOR LIFE” FUND-RAISING EVENT 
Pregnancy Aid Clinic (PAC) invites you to its annual “Evening for Life” fund-raising event, with this year’s theme being 
“Courageous Love,” on Sunday, September 27th, at 6:30 p.m. The content-rich program will feature the Archbishop of  
Atlanta, The Most Reverend Gregory John Hartmayer, OFM Conv., internationally-acclaimed, pro-life speaker, Stephanie 
Gray, nationally-recognized speaker and best-selling author, Dr. Allen Hunt, and much more...This will be a fully digital,  
live-streamed online event. Register now to get full access to an evening of our inspiring speakers, offering hope,  
affirmation, and encouragement in our work to protect life. All registered parties will be invited to the live-streamed event. 
On-line Silent Auction will be opening soon. Visit www.pregnancyaidclinic.com/love2020.html for more info. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

PARISH NEWS        
MULHERN KITCHEN IMPROVEMENTS  

Archbishop Hartmeyer has given his final approval to STM to 
proceed with the expansion and renovation of the kitchen in 
Mulhern Hall.  We expect work to begin on this $450,000 
project in early October and to be completed before  
Christmas. 
 

NEW AT STM! TAI CHI CLASSES 

Beginning September 12, 2020, STM parish is offering a  
4-session pilot of a Tai Chi Based Wellness activity that will 
be assessed for continuation and modification as desired. 
Sign up is not necessary, but letting the instructor know of 
anticipated attendance at least one hour before class is  
appreciated. Emailbeltramijohnf@gmail.com or call  
404-593-7477. Questions? Contact Brian McMichael, STM 
Athletic Director, BMcMichael@stmga.org 

 

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP IS SET 
The membership of the STM Parish Council is set for the 
coming year.  Present Council members nominated and Fr. 
Mark approved the appointment of three new members: 
Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small.  Sujad, 
Terresa, and Elizabeth join returning Council members  
Steve Siler, Cass Catroppa, Mesrak Nadew, Juliette Johnson, 
Paul Blackstone, and Chris Marquardt. 
 

We thank Anh Phillips, Mary Swartz, and Chris Harvey who 
completed their service on the Council. 
 

The Parish Council advises Fr. Mark on matters of substance 
relating to the mission and identity of the parish and its  
progress in accomplishing its mission. 
 

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS! 
Christina Caruso & Chris Messina, Linda Chapla, Vincent & 
Rosemary Cummo, John Danze, Carole Grant, Mary Hart, 
Anne Hillgartner, Judy Hsu, Yadira O'Farrill-Garcia, Allison 
Porter, Jamie & Nicole Stamant, and Kimberly Wahler 

http://www.larcheatlanta.org
http://larche8.givesmart.com
mailto:megan@larcheatlanta.org
mailto:Retreat@trappist.net
mailto:beltramijohnf@gmail.com
http://www.stmgaparish.org/latest-news/tai-chi-based-wellness-activity-at-stm/BMcMichael@stmga.org


RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
You are invited to participate in RCIA this year! RCIA is 
for all non-Catholic adults who want to explore the  
spirituality and wisdom of Catholicism, and/or who 
would like to be received into the church through the 
Sacraments of Initiation. RCIA is also for adult Catholics 
who have not yet been confirmed. There's no obligation 
or cost to participate. We will be meeting via Zoom on 
Tuesday evenings (exact dates and times TBD). If you are 
interested or have any questions, please email RCIA  
Directors Fran and Carl McColman at rcia@stmga.org. 
You can fill out the registration forms on our website, at 
www.stmgaparish.org/RCIA  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 or visit  
stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: Baptism classes are  
suspended for now. Links to the registration form and 
the safety protocols are available under Baptisms on the  
website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream the vigil and 9:00 AM 
weekend Masses and all weekday Masses for  
parishioners who do not wish to or who are not able to 
return to Mass. stmgaparish.org/livestream 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

September 6—Catholic University of America  
September 20—Archdiocesan St. Vincent de Paul  
Society  

DONATE TO STM  
Sign up for online giving or donate via PayPal: stmgaparish.org/
giving  
 
Or mail your check to:  
STM Catholic Church  
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave  
Decatur, GA 30030-2951 
 

BENEFIT YOUR PARISH WITH A GIFT OF AN IRA   
A simple way to give a gift to your parish is with an IRA rollover.  
If you are over 70 ½, you can make a direct transfer from your 
IRA to the parish endowment fund, and this would not be taxed 
or counted as taxable income.  Contact Juliet Greco at the  
Catholic Foundation to learn more at 404.497.9440 or 
jgreco@cfnga.org  Visit www.cfngalegacy.org for information 
about creating your estate plan.   

 

 
 

PARISH FINANCES 

ST VINCENT DEPAUL VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES 
There are a number of CONTACTLESS ways for you to help  
people in your own community during this unusual time. St. 
Vincent DePaul volunteer activities follow CDC and Diocesan 
safety guidelines.  They are coordinated through Hands on  
Atlanta and are open to the public. Visit the parish website to 
see a list of upcoming activities (look under “Latest News” on 
the home page). 
 

OUTDOOR SERVICE DAY: SEPTEMBER 12! 
Pope Francis has invited Catholics to celebrate a month-long 
"season of creation" this September. The social justice  
committee invites you to celebrate by getting outside and  
volunteering in a socially distant, outdoor service day on a 
beautiful 8 acre property with Out of Darkness, an anti-
trafficking ministry of Atlanta Dream Center. The property is at 
their safe house for women escaping sex-trafficking. Jobs will 
include: raking, picking up limbs, improving walking trails,  
adding tranquility benches, planting flowers to continue  
making this a safe and beautiful respite for women. For more  
information and to sign up, visit bit.ly/OutdoorServiceDay. 

 

 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

mailto:rcia@stmga.org
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SCHOOLNEWS 

ADULT FAITH 
FALL 2020 WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY AT STM 
Mondays at 7-8:30pm, starting September 14 
At the beginning of this pandemic, Pope Francis stressed that Catholics need to draw upon the creativity of the Spirit in 
order to find ways to connect as a faith community at home. So be it virtually or socially distanced gatherings in backyards, 
women’s bible study will still meet! Community is where we belong and it is time that we return. We hope you will join us 
on Mondays—please invite friends! There are two options of study! To register or learn more, see the parish website for 
more details.  
 

FAITH & CITIZENSHIP: CATHOLICS IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE  
Thursdays, September 10, 17, 24 – 7:15 PM 
As the November election approaches, learn about the Church's teaching on social justice issues such as race, healthcare, 
migration, life and human dignity, and care for creation, and how those teachings are applied in public and political life. 
Facilitated by parishioners Sr. Mary Priniski, OP and Robert Weaver. Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith. 
 

WE GON’ BE ALRIGHT, BUT THAT AIN’T ALRIGHT: ABOLITIONIST TEACHING AND THE PURSUIT OF  

EDUCATIONAL FREEDOM 
Sunday, Sept. 27, 7:30 PM 
Dr. Bettina Love will discuss the struggles and the possibilities of committing ourselves to an abolitionist goal of  
educational freedom, as opposed to reform, and moving beyond what she calls the educational survival complex.  
Abolitionist Teaching is built on the creativity, imagination, boldness, ingenuity, and rebellious spirit and methods of  
abolitionists to demand and fight for an educational system where all students are thriving, not simply surviving. Limited 
Space! Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.  
 

HEALTH CARE DELIVERY SYSTEM, ACCESS, AND POPULATION HEALTH IN USA  
Sunday, Oct. 11, 7:30 PM  
In 2019, the United States spent about $11,100 per person on healthcare, which is the highest healthcare cost per capita 
across wealthy countries. Healthcare in USA costs 17% of the GDP. The significantly higher healthcare spending didn't 
translate into better population health outcomes. The United States actually performs worse in some common health  
metrics like life expectancy, infant mortality, maternal mortality, and unmanaged diabetes. In a time when Americans are 
faced with high morbidity and mortality due to COVID-19, join a presentation and discussion on the health care delivery 
system, access, and population health in our nation. Presented by parishioner Mesrak Nadew, MD, MSc. Register at 
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  
 

THURSDAY IGNATIAN GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION 
Thursdays, 12:00 PM (Live on Facebook) 
Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming Sunday gospel reading. Every Thursday at 12pm, Andy Otto will lead 
you through a live guided prayer using the Ignatian tradition of contemplation, engaging your imagination. Tune in live this 
Thursday at 12:00 PM on our Facebook page: facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/  
 

TOWARD A CONSISTENT ETHIC OF LIFE: PROTECTING HUMAN LIFE & CARING FOR CREATION 
Saturday, October 3, 7:30 PM 
Since Cardinal Joseph Bernardin introduced the concept in the 1980s, Catholics in the United States have been discerning 
optimal ways to promote a consistent ethic of life. Most recently, Pope Francis has highlighted care for the natural environ-
ment — an urgent concern that complements the existing priorities regarding the protection of human dignity at every 
stage of life. Fr. Thomas Massaro, SJ, professor of moral theology at Fordham University, joins us as we together explore 
the full range of public issues that appeal to the consciences of Catholics today. Visit stmgaparish.org/ethicoflife  
 

WHAT IS GOD'S WILL? –  A WORKSHOP ON IGNATIAN DISCERNMENT  
Tuesdays, October 13, 20, 27 – 7:30 PM  
The most difficult decisions are not choosing between good and evil, but discerning between good choices! This workshop 
will lay out all the tools of Ignatian discernment and invite participants to bring their own decisionmaking “case studies” for 
the group to grapple with. We will study Ignatius’ foundation for all life decisions, examine his famous Rules for the  
Discernment of Spirits, and explore various methods of bringing our decisions to prayer. Participants will be equipped with 
tools to discern future decisions more confidently. $10 fee. Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.  
 

STM YOUTH (6TH-12TH) REGISTRATION  
STM Youth will begin the year fully virtual. Meetings, held via 
Zoom, will focus on one of the week's lectionary texts. We'll 
consider each reading in context, and in light of current 
events. First meeting is Sunday, September 6. Register on 
the parish website (go to Faith Formation, Youth Ministry).  

STM CONFIRMATION (10TH-12TH) REGISTRATION  
The Sacrament of Confirmation is celebrated in the 10th 
Grade. If your child plans to make their confirmation this 
year, please register on the parish website (look under Faith 
Formation, Youth Ministry). Questions? Please contact  
Stewart Voegtlin at svoegtlin@stmga.org. 

YOUTH FORMATION 
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