
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
5:30 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         September 1, 2019—22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 

Next training session: 
Sun., Sept. 8   

after noon Mass.  
See page 5 for details. 

 

LABOR DAY MASS  
There will be one Mass  

on Mon., Sept 2nd,  
at 10:00 AM  

 

Waiting for a sign before you become a Catholic? 

THIS IS IT! 
RCIA helps you learn more about Catholicism 

—and prepares you to become a Catholic. 
 

There is no obligation or cost to participate. 
 

RCIA is also for adult Catholics who have  
never been confirmed, but would like to be. 

 
For more information, email rcia@stmga.org. 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Mon., Sept. 2        Annam Joseph † 
Tues., Sept. 3  Gratitude to St. Jude 
Wed., Sept. 4  Gavin Sharpe †                                    
Thurs., Sept. 5  Sr. Brunetta, MC  
Fri., Sept. 6  Tom Graf †  
 

Please pray for those who have died: 
Bob DeSantis  
Judith Laura Seaman, mother of parishioner, James Seaman 
 

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Carol Neese   
 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., Sept. 3   Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM to 3:00 PM—Parish Library  
   Parish Council Meeting—7:30 PM to  9:00 PM—Parish Library   
 
Wed., Sept. 4  Adult Choir Rehearsal—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Church  
   Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Family Room 
   Knights of Columbus 4th Degree rosary, dinner & meeting—7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 
 
Thurs., Sept. 5  Cancer Sewing Group—8:30 AM to 12:00 PM—St. Julie Room 
   Cub Scout Recruiting—6:00 PM to 7:30 PM—Mulhern Hall  
 
Sun., Sept. 8  The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM to 12:00 PM—Parish Library  
   RCIA Open House—10:45 AM to 11:45 AM—St. Julie Room 
   Altar Serve Training—1:00 PM to 2:00 PM—Church    

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  
Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 
Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket 
during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices  
during normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
We are blessed with a terrific staff 
at STM.  Most parishioners may not 
have much direct interaction with 
these staff, so let me introduce 
those staff who do not work in the 
school. 
 
We have two full time staff persons 
doing education and faith formation 
work for our adult parishioners and 
our youth.  Andy Otto oversees all these programs,  
including our marriage prep and baptism prep programs 
and our Bible study programs.  Andy also has primary  
responsibility for our education and faith formation  
programs for adults, while Stewart Voegtlin has primary 
responsibility for our parish youth faith formation  
programs.  Andy and Stewart are assisted by some  
wonderful parishioners: the volunteer catechists who work 
with our younger kids, and the adult volunteers who work 
with our middle school kids and our teens; Edwin and 
Kathleen Link, professional educators who support and 
train our catechists; and Louanne Bachner and volunteers 
Jerry Pendrick and Angela Laughter, who offer Bible study 
to as many as 100 parishioners each week.  Sarah Otto, 
Andy’s wife, mostly works out of Ignatius House, but she, 
with Andy, is responsible for our parish’s prayer and  
spirituality programs. 
 
Joe Messina is our Director of Worship.  Joe is responsible 
for recruiting, training, and scheduling our lectors,  
Eucharistic ministers, ushers, sacristans, and altar servers.  
Joe, along with Brad Meyer, our adult choir director, sees 
that our worship is enlivened by quality singing and  
accompanying music.  Joe also recruits and trains our very 
capable cantors. Because he is perhaps the most visible of 
our staff, Joe is known and loved by all those who worship 
with us. 
 
Mary Ann Brock faithfully staffs our parish nursery Sunday 
mornings during the 9:30 AM and noon Masses.  Mary Ann 
gives a mother’s care and attention to the little ones in her 
charge. 
 
Carl and Fran McColman lead our RCIA program.   
Themselves products of the RCIA process, Carl and Fran 
welcome and guide persons who are seeking baptism or, if 
already baptized in another Christian tradition, full  
communion with the Roman Catholic Church.  They also 
prepare adult baptized Catholics who have not yet been 
confirmed for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Our  
year-round RCIA program depends on a number of  
parishioner volunteers who accompany those to be  
baptized or received into the Church on their faith journey. 
 
 
 
 
 

We don’t have paid staff working in our social justice  
ministry, but three parishioner volunteers capably guide 
this essential parish ministry.  These three parishioners are 
Sarah Otto, Tanya Frazee, and Robert Weaver.  They are 
assisted by a large committee of committed parishioners.   
 
Shelly Stafford is the face of Marbles Media, the vendor 
who handles all our parish communications.  Shelly, of 
course, is a long time STM parishioner.  She is responsible  
for our improved parish communications, including our  
bulletin, our electronic newsletter, our website, our  
Facebook posts, and our occasional email blasts.  If you see 
it or read about it, it probably came from Shelly’s hands.  
 
The parish administrative staff typically does not interact 
with parishioners, at least on a regular basis, but they do 
essential support work.  Carol Palmer is our parish  
Business Manager.  She keeps our parish accounts, pays 
the bills, monitors our contracts with vendors, serves as 
staff to our parish Finance Council, and coordinates with 
our bankers and Archdiocesan financial people.  Carol also 
supervises the other office administrative staff. 
 
Those other administrative staff are Charlotte Collins, 
Corky Pagoria, and Patricia Weaver.  These three women 
are the ones who answer the phones and receive persons 
who come to the parish offices to do business or who have 
questions.  Among other things, they keep the sacramental 
record books, update the parishioner database, handle 
routine correspondence, respond to day-to-day requests 
for information and assistance, and keep the parish  
schedule.  They do all this with exceptional kindness and 
gentleness.  They give our parish a wonderful face. 
 
Finally – but certainly not least – is Todd Hines, our  
Supervisor of Facilities and Grounds.  Todd assumed  
responsibility for all parish facilities two years ago when 
Vince DeSantis retired.  Todd competently and promptly 
does minor repairs, painting, and upkeep, works directly 
with outside contractors, and whatever else is asked of 
him.  He is always available when needed, regardless of  
the day or the hour.  Justin Riviere capably assists Todd.   
 
With a couple exceptions, these persons are compensated 
for their work, but they are as dedicated to and full of love 
for our parish community as any parishioner.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our service. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

SECOND COLLECTION  
Catholic University—The second collection this  
weekend is the annual archdiocesan collection for  
the national university of the Catholic Church in the  
United States-The Catholic University of America in  
Washington, DC.  
 
 

A GIFT ANYONE CAN MAKE   
When a loved one passes away, there is usually an estate 
sale to sell items no one wanted.  The Catholic Foundation 
can manage the estate sale for your family and the  
proceeds can go to the parish endowment fund.  For more 
information, please contact Juliet Greco at the Catholic 
Foundation at jgreco@cfnga.org or 404-497-9440. 

PARISH FINANCES 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC?  
Would you like to become a Catholic? Or simply learn more 
about the Catholic faith? If so, then come to our RCIA Inquirer 
Meetings. The next meeting is September 8 from 10:45 AM until 
11:45 AM in the St. Julie Room. For more information email Fran 
& Carl McColman, RCIA coordinators rcia@stmga.org. 
 

2019 FALL WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY 
Mondays 7-8:30 PM starting September 9th in Mulhern Hall!  
Fellowship with women | Time to slow your pace| Rich lessons from 
Scripture reminding us of intentional living 
Register on the parish website and choose from two inspiring 
programs: The Stories of the Old Testament by Jim Campbell or 
Discovering our Dignity—Women of the Old Testament by Lisa  
Brenninkmeyer. Contact alaughter@comcast.net. 
 

LETTING GO SERIES  
Sep. 5 - Oct. 3, Thursdays, 7:00 PM 
In this 5-week series on letting go, we will explore the deeper 
understanding of decluttering. Utilizing spiritual practices  
including guided meditation, silence, and gentle movement, we 
will explore mindfulness practices to inspire you to declutter 
your home, creating the environment you desire. Each session 
will conclude with an invitation to practice at home what we  
discussed. Presented by Amber Blandford. Registration fee: $25. 
Register at bit.ly/stmadult19  
 

PARENTS’ MORNING OUT 
September 18, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM, Ignatius House  
Work, parenting, family, cooking meals, news consumption, to 
do lists… There are countless reasons we don’t pause and  
refresh. What if we sought the calm within the craziness? God’s 
command of the Sabbath is more than just a day for church. It’s 
a lifestyle that takes the restlessness seriously enough to  
reframe it, to see it differently, to hold onto some things and let 
other things go, to take a breath. This Morning of Reflection will 
allow you the intentional space to retreat so you can return to 
the busyness with new eyes. Register at IgnatiusHouse.org/
registration (click the Days of Reflection tab). Limited childcare is 
available.  
 

IGNATIAN RETREATS AT STM  
In collaboration with Ignatius House, STM will begin offering  
Ignatian style directed retreats beginning this fall. The next  
8-day retreat will be Sept. 29-Oct. 5 ($75). We will also be  
offering the full Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, done over the 
course of 8 months (has specific prerequisites and requires an 
application). Learn more at stmgaparish.org/ignatianretreats  
 

MORE THEOLOGY 
Praying the Eucharist—Sep. 10, 17, Oct. 1, 8 – Tuesdays, 7:00 PM,  
Instructor: Peter Fink, SJ  
Walking Into the World of Jesus—Oct. 8-22, 2019 — Tuesdays, 
7:00 PM, Instructor: Ann Temkin  

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:jgreco@cfnga.org


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

YOUTH GROUP DINNERS NEEDED  
We invite you to provide food for STM Youth's "family dinner" throughout the year. We will eat dinner together every  
Sunday we meet. Dinner is held in Mulhern Hall after the 5:30 pm Mass. All registered STM Youth (grades 6-12), and adult 
chaperones are invited. Sign up on the parish website.  
 

STM IS IN NEED OF ALTAR SERVERS 
Many current servers are moving on to other high school activities, and we currently do not have enough to fill their  
spaces. If interested, please contact Stacie or Sandor Karpathy 404-775-1248 or skarpathy@gmail.com  
 

The first training session of the year will be on Sunday, September 8th, immediately following the noon Mass.   
 

STM CONFIRMATION 
Confirmation registration is now open. You’ll find the registration form, and all pertinent information on the parish  
website. Go to the “Faith Formation” tab, click “Youth Ministry,” select “Confirmation,” and then select “Youth.” A note about 
dates: we have not yet determined dates for our retreat, confirmation rehearsal, or confirmation Mass. As soon as we 
have our final count, we will negotiate a date for the confirmation Mass with the Archdiocese. In all likelihood, the  
confirmation Mass will be held on a Monday evening in late January. This means confirmation rehearsal would be on a 
Sunday evening after the 5:30 Mass. If you have any questions, please reach out to me via email (svoegtlin@stmga.org) or 
phone (parish office: 404. 378. 4588). 
 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR STM YOUTH AND AS ONE FAMILY 
Registration is open for all ages for our new As One Family program. Visit the parish website to register your family and 
make the registration payment (required at the time of registration). Start dates are TBD. Please contact Stewart Voegtlin 
at svoegtlin@stmga.org if you have questions.  
 

STM Youth (Grades 6-12). Fee is $75 per youth. Meets on Sundays twice per month (3:30-5:15 PM for grades 6-8;  
6:30-8:15 PM for grades 9-12). Dinner served from 5:30-6:30 PM.  
 

As One Family (Adults and Children of all ages). Fee is $35 per person aged 5 and older. Meets every other Sunday after 
the 5:30 PM Mass. Includes a meal. Our new whole family catechesis program invites families and individuals of all ages to 
share a meal while reflecting together on the Sunday readings. You can even register if you don ’t have young children! For  
children, this is an alternative option to the traditional RE program.  
 

 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab. youth@stmga.org 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL: HELP WITH TRANSPORTATION 
A St. Vincent de Paul client is desperately in need of a form of transportation.  He has two jobs but no car.  If you have an 
old vehicle that you no longer need, you can help make all the difference for this young man.  If you think you can help, 
please email the STM chapter of SVdP at stm.svdp@gmail.com.    
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY  
The SVdP Thrift Store needs volunteers to staff the store.  If you can spare a few hours or more one day each week to  
volunteer at the store, it would be greatly appreciated.  The store needs cashiers, computer geeks, drivers, delivery people 
and sorters.  We are located at 4871 Memorial Drive in Stone Mountain.  Please contact the store manager, John Schauber, 
678-361-8984.  
 
The monthly meeting for the STM conference of the SVdP will be held on Sunday, September 8th, at 9:30 am in the  
teachers lounge in Mulhern Hall.  Anyone interested in becoming part of this worthwhile ministry is welcome!  
 

DRIVERS NEEDED FOR I CARE MINISTRY  
There are seniors in our church and in DeKalb County who require transportation to and from their medical appointments. 
If you can spare a small amount of time, I CARE, Inc. would be most grateful for your help. I CARE, Inc. is a non-profit  
organization operating out of The Church at Decatur Heights; 735 Sycamore Drive in Decatur. Volunteer drivers provide 
FREE rides to seniors who have trouble getting to and from their medical appointments. For more info, visit  
icareseniors.org, email coordinator@icareseniors.org, or call Ginny Lester 404-512-7394 (STM contact). 
 
 

mailto:skarpathy@gmail.com
mailto:svoegtlin@stmga.org
mailto:stm.svdp@gmail.com
http://icareseniors.org
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YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY (YAM) 

PARISH LIFE 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE—MINISTRY FAIR 

The Ministry Fair will be held in the Narthex after all Masses 
on September 21st and 22nd. 
 

ATTENTION K-4th GRADE 

The Cherub Choir will begin rehearsals Sunday, Sept. 8th  
immediately after the 8:00 AM Mass in the Choir area.  
Interested? Just stop by. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

There will be an Anointing of the sick after the 5:30 PM Vigil 
Mass on Saturday, Sept. 7th. 
 

THANK YOU FROM THE AMERICIAN RED CROSS 
Our most recent blood drive with the American Red Cross 
truly made a difference! STM registered 39 total donors,  
collected 38 pints of blood and recruited 8 first-time donors 
helping to fill the Missing Types.  
 

“Thank you for your gifts of time and support. We truly  
appreciate your generosity. The patients who have benefited 
from the blood collected at your blood drive are beyond 
grateful.” - American Red Cross Red Cross 
 

SEEKING FAMILIES LOOKING FOR ADVENTURE!   
Sleep in the USS Yorktown in Charleston, Pinewood Derby,  
Overnight camping trips, Archery, Fishing, Scout Sunday, 
Fund Raising, Field Trips, Day Camps, Rain Gutter Regatta.  
To learn more about Scouting at STM visit 
www.pack551STM.org or email Pack551cm@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE EATS—SEPTEMBER 4th 
Mulhern Hall from 6:00 – 7:30 PM 
Adults $5.00            Children $2.50  
Menu: Pork BBQ sandwiches, baked beans, homemade  
potato salad, yellow corn, fruit and banana pudding. RSVP  
to Charlotte Collins ccollins@stmga.org or in the Narthex. 
 

HELP WANTED  
Part-time caregiver position needed for Emma, a 22-year-old 
autistic woman living in Decatur near STM. Monday through 
Friday, 3:30 pm -6:00 pm. Caregiver would need a car to pick 
up Emma at the Frazer Center and bring her home. $15 an 
hour. Caregiver would be paid through a fiscal agency, and 
would need to fill out forms with them and take a  
background check. Would also need to write a daily note on 
activities during the care time as part of Medicaid  
requirements. Please contact Phil and Margie Riley at: 
cwempriley@comcast.net,  or leave a message at:  
(404) 373-4781.  
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  
Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is 
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is  
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We 
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child 
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they 
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through 
the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always 
available. Archdiocese security clearance required and  
provided. Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: 
Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 or dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  

 

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT—A JOY-FILLED FAITH: IS IT ALL ABOUT HAPPINESS?  

Sat., September 14, 9:00 AM-3:00 PM  
Join the young adults of the parish for a day at Ignatius House reflecting on how to live a faith 
of joy. The cost is $10 per person and includes a breakfast pastries and a full lunch. Space is 
limited. Contact Andy Otto aotto@stmga.org to register.  
 

ANNUAL YAM SPAGHETTI DINNER  
Sat., September 28, after the 5:30 PM vigil Mass  
Join Fr. Mark and the parish young adults for our annual spaghetti dinner. Learn about  
upcoming events for the year and meet new friends. You may bring your own wine or beer.  
Questions: Contact Andy Otto aotto@stmga.org. 

 

http://www.pack551STM.org
mailto:Pack551cm@gmail.com
mailto:cwempriley@comcast.net


SCHOOL NEWS 

WE LOVE OUR COMMUNITY HELPERS! 
 
 
 
As part of their Community 
Helpers unit, Sergeant John 
Bender of the Decatur  
Police Department visited 
the Kindergarten classes. 
The highlight for the  
students was taking turns 
pushing the buttons for  
the sirens! 
 

 

 

JOYFUL LEARNING! 

 
 
 
How do you make learning 
fun?  With gummy bears  
and the scientific method! 
8th graders designed an  
experiment to test how four 
different solutions affect the 
mass, volume, and density 
of gummy bears.   

 

 

ARCHDIOCESE SEEKS VOLUNTEERS TO SERVE AS TRIBUNAL ADVOCATES  

The Archdiocese of Atlanta is seeking volunteers to serve as Advocates in the Metropolitan Tribunal.  These Advocates will 
assist persons who are petitioning the Tribunal for a declaration of nullity of a previous marriage. Training classes will 
begin on October 14, 2019.   
 
The application for the Tribunal Advocate Training Course is located on the webpage of the Metropolitan Tribunal and can 
be accessed at: archatl.com/offices/metropolitan-tribunal/tribunal-advocates/.  The application deadline for the fall training 
course is September 30, 2019. Contact Joe Tovar, Chief Advocate for the Metropolitan Tribunal, at 404-920-7503 or jto-
var@archatl.com with questions.  
 

L'ARCHE ATLANTA’S 7TH BIRTHDAY BENEFIT AND AUCTION 

Sun., Sept. 8 from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM at Saint Elias Antiochian Orthodox Church 
L'Arche Atlanta invites the greater Atlanta community to join our circle of friends for a night of celebration, love, inspiration, 
community, and mission support. Our Birthday Benefit & Auction features live and silent auctions, raffles, food and drink, 
and stories about L'Arche Atlanta's role as a sign of hope and model of compassionate care and mutual relationship.  
Tickets: $60 each or $550 for a Patron Table. All proceeds benefit L'Arche Atlanta. Purchase tickets by August 23. 
www.larcheatlanta.org   
 

KICKOFF PRAYER SERVICE ("VESPERS") AND DINNER FOR FALL 2019 40 DAYS FOR LIFE 

Sun., Sept. 22 at St. Elias Antiochian Orthodox Church, 2045 Ponce de Leon Ave NE, Atlanta, GA 30307 
Please join in praying for God's blessing upon Fall 2019 40 Days for Life, for an end to abortion, and for all whose lives 
have been touched by abortion or are currently vulnerable to choosing it, that the love of Jesus Christ may triumph. Father  
Gabriel Tannous, pastor, will lead Evening Vespers at 6:00pm followed by a free fellowship dinner at 7:00 PM. All are  
welcome. RSVP for the dinner Atlanta40days@gmail.com by Sept. 15th.     
 

'INVERTING THE PYRAMID’: RE-IMAGINING THE ROLE OF THE LAITY IN TODAY’S CHURCH  

Tues., Sept. 10 from 7:30 PM to 9:00 PM at Candler School of Theology 
What's Next? Lecture Series and Major Catholic Speaker Lecture Event—In the first presentation of our “What’s Next?”  
series, Dr. Richard Gaillardetz will introduce us to key features of Pope Francis ’s bracing, reformist vision for our church. 
This event is free. For more info, visit http://www.aquinas.emory.edu  
 

JESUIT FRIENDS AND ALUMNI SUNDAY  

Save the date for Jesuit Friends and Alumni Sunday, an opportunity for alumni and friends of Jesuit 
schools to share our common bonds through the celebration of liturgy, followed by a reception  
highlighting opportunities for continuing spiritual growth and service to the local and global community. 
www.JesuitsEast.org/AlumniSunday2019 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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