September 3, 2017/The Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

HEAD OF US BISHOPS SPEAKS OUT AGAINST RACISM
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Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, President of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops, has called on all people of goodwill to join in
prayer and unity today in response to the recent violence in Charlottesville,
Virginia. He said:
"We stand against the evil of racism, white supremacy and neo-nazism.
We stand with our sisters and brothers united in the sacriﬁce of Jesus, by
which love's victory over every form of evil is assured. At Mass, let us oﬀer a
special prayer of gratitude for the brave souls who sought to protect us from
the violent ideology displayed (recently). Let us especially remember those
who lost their lives. Let us join their witness and stand against every form of
oppression."

STM COFFEEHOUSE
STM Coﬀeehouse - Catholicism, Americanism, and Religious Liberty: A
Church and Culture in Tension
Dr. William S. Cossen will discuss
how the idea of freedom and
liberty in the United States has
changed over time and how
Catholics have played critical roles
in shaping these concepts.
September 10 in the St. Julie Room after the 9:30 AM Mass.

MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
Nursery Available during
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

(BEGINNING SEPT. 17
AT 3 PM)
As a child, you were taught how
to pray. Now that you are an
adult, you have probably
outgrown some of the ways you prayed as a child. So just how do
adults pray? Come and see for yourself. Meeting Christ in Prayer is an
engaging eight-week guided experience on Ignatian prayer.
No experience praying with others is required! Are you ready to commit
to deeper prayer? Information session is September 17. Contact Andy Otto
(aotto@stmga.org) to sign up.

ON LABOR DAY, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH,
DAILY MASS WILL BE AT 10:00 AM

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
MONDAY, September 4 Thomas Mathews †
TUESDAY, September 5 Carlosvictor Ganzon Sibayan †
WEDNESDAY, September 6 Stephen DiNapoli †
THURSDAY, September 7 Katherine Boyd Brooks †
FRIDAY, September 8 Robert O’Dwyer †
Pray for those who are sick:
Joanne Geiger
Pray for those who have died:
Paul McVey
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to
add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be
remembered.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues. Sept. 5

Renew with Louanne Bachner
1:30 PM Parish Library
Wed. Sept. 6 Bridge
2:00 PM Parish Library
Knights of Columbus—
Columbus—4th Degree
6:30 PM St. Julie Room
Thurs. Sept. 7 A2 Adoration in the AM
7:30 AM Chapel
1st Thursday Touch Rugby
7:00 PM STM Field
Adult Choir Rehearsal
7:00 Pm Choir Room
Sat. Sept. 9

YAM Prayer Group
9:00 AM St. Julie Room
Baptism Class
10:00 AM Parish Library
Sun. Sept. 10 Baptisms
2:00 PM Church
STM Coﬀeehouse
10:30 AM St. Julie Room
The Word with Jerry Pendrick
10:40 AM Parish Library
EDGE/Lifeteen Meetings
3:30 PM Youth Room and ND Gym
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JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your
intention to participate actively and meaningfully in our
parish by worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as
often as possible, by participating in our parish
programs and ministries, by doing service in your
neighborhood, and by ﬁnancially supporting the parish
as much as your means allow. By registering, you also
enable us to be of greater service to you and to your
family.
The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex
of the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan
and email it to mdie bold@stmga.org, drop it in the
Oﬀertory basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to
the parish oﬃces during normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor
The end of summer always
brings a ﬂurry of activity at STM.
The usual increased pace is
magniﬁed this year by a
substantially increased parish
investment in education and
faith formation programs
oﬀered here at STM and at
Ignatius House Retreat Center.
The increased investment was
mostly in the form of the Andy
and Sarah Otto, jointly hired by STM and Ignatius House
to teach and promote ways of praying that are rooted in
the Jesuit traditions. One upcoming program that Sarah
will direct is Meeting Christ in Prayer.
Prayer This is an 8-week
program designed to expose interested persons to
distinctively Ignatian ways of praying. The program is
oﬀered at STM and begins Sunday, September 17, with
an introductory session from 3 PM to 5 PM. Contact
Andy Otto for more information at: aotto@stmga.org.

coﬀee with a person who is particularly knowledgeable
in a topic of general interest. The ﬁrst such coﬀeehouse
is next Sunday, September 10, after the 9:30 AM Mass
(roughly 10:45 AM) in the Julie Room. The topic for this
ﬁrst conversation is Catholicism, Americanism, and
Religious Liberty. The topic is timely as religious liberty is an
issue of concern to the US Catholic Bishops, and it is a
topic one reads about in the daily newspapers.
Dr. William Cossen, an STM parishioner with a doctorate
in American Church History, will lead the conversation.
Our hope is that this time slot, sitting between the two
most heavily attended Sunday Masses, will prove to be
convenient for most parishioners, especially those
whose children participate in the Religious Ed program.
Coﬀeehouse conversation topics scheduled for later this
fall include The Landscape of Catholic Education in
Atlanta, with Bill Garrett, the president of Cristo Rey High
School-Atlanta (October 1), and a mini-series on “end of
life” issues (October 15, 22, and 29).

In addition to these programs being oﬀered at STM,
Ignatius House Retreat Center is oﬀering two retreats
during the month of September: Love’s Movement: From
Self-Care to Service,
Service September 22-24, led by Sarah Otto;
I strongly encourage STM parishioners to participate in Selfand When God Recalculates My Journey (How to Choose
this program. Most parishioners probably have had
the Right Path), September 29-October 1, led by
little exposure to Ignatian forms of prayer. Indeed, a
Maureen Hunt. For more information on these, or to
major part of the Archbishop’s charge to the Jesuits in
giving us this parish was that we teach and promote the register, go to: www.Ignatius House.org and click on
“register.” Both these retreats happen over a weekend.
practice of Ignatian prayer. You can get more
See how important a weekend away can be for you and
information on this program by emailing Andy Otto at:
your relationship with God.
aotto@stmga.org.
The women who participated in last year’s Walking with
Purpose program, an extended Scripture study program
and fellowship speciﬁcally for women, will be happy to
know that we are oﬀering the program again this year.
This is a wonderful program, and it has enjoyed broad
parish support. The ﬁrst session met last Monday, but it
is not too late to join the group. The program convenes
on Mondays at 7:00 PM in Mulhern Hall. Sign up at:
http://tinyurl.com/y8lndgkq.
Two other Scripture study programs that STM parishioners know well are continuing. These are The Word,
Word with
Jerry Pendrick on Sunday mornings at 10:45 AM, and
Renew,
Renew with Louanne Bachner on Tuesday afternoon at
1:30 PM. Both programs take place in the parish library.
No need to sign up in advance.
My hope is that parishioners will be able to participate in
at least one of these three Scripture study programs.
One can hardly get too much Scripture.
Something new this year is a Sunday morning coﬀeehouse.
house The idea is for parishioners to gather in a more
relaxed, informal setting to have a conversation over

Check out one or more of these oﬀerings during the
month of September. I am conﬁdent that you will feel
more connected to Jesus and your brothers and sisters,
and more excited to be a member of our Catholic
community.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

PARISH FINANCES

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
atto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”
FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

SECOND COLLECTION
The second collection for September 23-24 will be for the
Archdiocesan St. Vincent de Paul Society.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY PRAYER GROUP
SATURDAY 99-10 FAMILY ROOM
Contact Frances for more info: fcd.work@gmail.com

THIS MONTH IS LITURGICAL MINISTRY MONTH—IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING, PLEASE
CONTACT JOE MESSINA AT 404-378-4588 X120 OR JMESSINA@STMGA.ORG
LITURGY NOTES—THE MINISTERS AT MASS
It takes quite a few people to celebrate Mass well. In larger parishes, there can be as many as 40 or 50 people ministering (If you count the choir). In smaller parishes, the number is usually far smaller. “To minister” means “to serve.”
So all of these people serve the community, helping them worship well.
Priest Celebrant-This
is the priest who presides over the celebration of the Mass. Sometimes, at what is called a conCelebrant
celebrated Mass, there can be more than one priest.
Acolytes or Altar Servers–
Servers Assist the priest in the celebration of the liturgy during Mass.
Lector-This
is the person who reads the ﬁrst two reading. There can be two lectors: one for the ﬁrst reading, one for
Lector
the second. In some parishes, this person also leads the responsorial psalm.
Cantor-This
is the leader of song. This person leads the hymns, acclamations, and frequently the responsorial psalm.
Cantor
Music Director-This
person is in charge of all the music in the parish. Frequently, this person is also the choir
Director
director or organist.
Musicians-These
Musicians
people play the various instruments that accompany the music for the Mass. Choir members are
also ministers.
Ushers-These
people greet the community as they arrive for Mass. They try to be sure that everyone is comfortably
Ushers
seated. They take up the collection at Mass.
Sacristan-This
person works before Mass, making sure that everything that is needed is where it belongs.
Sacristan
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist-These
ministers assist at Communion. In some parishes they are part of the
Eucharist
procession.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Contact Mrs. McP EDGE 404-378-4588 x 119 Edge—youth@stmga.org Life Teen contact: teens@stmga.org

2017-2018 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES
NO RE classes on Sunday, September 3rd
Religious Education enrollment for 4yr old preschool-5th grade ends on 9/10/17
http://www.stmgaparish.org/parish-school-of-religion/

2nd grade parents: There is a MANDATORY Parent only meeting in the Church with Fr. Mark, Sunday Sept 10th right after
the 9:30 Mass
Please note: the following are at capacity: 4 yr old’s : you will be put on a wait list
1st grade : 4 open slots. PLEASE NOTE: If you wish to have your child receive 1st Reconciliation and 1st Eucharist in
2nd grade, you must be either registered and attending class or registered in the home school option.
nd
2 grade: your child must be in their second year of formation in class or approved home-school program in order to
receive 1st Reconciliation and 1st Eucharist in 2nd grade.
rd
3 grade: at capacity: ask about homeschooling options
4th grade: at capacity: ask about homeschooling options
CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
All STM parish 10th graders: Conﬁrmation sign up is now open! You must register and pay fees ONLINE before 9/22 in
order to Conﬁrm this year.
http://www.stmgaparish.org/liturgy-and-worship/conﬁrmation/
Conﬁrmation Calendar is on the parish website. The two retreats (10/29/17 & 1/21/18 1-7 PM) are MANDATORY for
Conﬁrmation/ no exceptions. Conﬁrmation this year is Jan. 29th, 2018.

Mandatory Parent Teen meeting: Tuesday September 26th 7 PM Mulhern Hall
LIFETEEN REGISTRATION IS OPEN!

Please note: If you are in 9th or 10th grade and NOT attending a Catholic school, you must be active & registered in
LIFETEEN in order to Conﬁrm with your 10th grade Conﬁrmation class. http://www.stmgaparish.org/life -teen/
September meeting dates:
9/10 & 9/17 7 PM-8:30 PM in the youth room
Youth Mass @ 5:30, youth dinner in Mulhern 6:30-7 PM
LIFETEEN summer camp interest:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-lifeteen1
CHWC mission trip interest sign up coming soon!

EDGE
Time to indicate your preference for summer camp: http://www.signupge nius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-edge8
If you are an 8th grader NOT in Catholic school, you MUST be active & registered in EDGE (2 YEARS) in order to receive
Conﬁrmation in 10th grade! Register before 9/10/17 if you want the youth group year’s T-shirt!
http://www.stmgaparish.org/middle-school-youth-edge/
September EDGE meeting dates: 9/19 & 9/17 3:30-5:15 PM sign in at the gym lobby!
Youth Mass 5:30 PM optional youth dinner 6:30-7 PM
Mission trip interest dates coming soon!

YOUTH
GROUP
LAUNCHES
We swam, munched, celebrated Mass, then ate & swam
some more! Thanks Fr. Dennis, Maggie & CORE!

PARISH LIFE
SUNDAY NURSERY

MORE EATS RETURNS SEPTEMBER 13TH

Every week, twelve months a year,
year our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your
child(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while
they have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed
through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities
always available. Archdiocese security clearance required
and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-999915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

6:00—7:30 PM Mulhern Hall Adults $5.00 Children $2.50
Chicken Pot Pie
Steamed Broccoli
Raspberry Walnut Salad, Mixed Grapes
Rolls, Dessert Bars

BECOME A BAPTISM MENTOR PARENT

JOB OPENINGS:

Has your child been baptized in the last year or two?
Consider becoming a mentor parent(s) for the parents of
children to be baptized into our community, oﬀering
support, sharing your experience, and answering any
questions throughout the process. Minimal time
commitment required. For more information please
contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org.

THE S FACTOR SPECIAL SERVICE PROJECT
Marta Breeze cards will be received until Sep 19th.
We're asking you to put $10 on the card so homeless
veterans will have the ability to get to the Center for rehab,
medical care and counseling. Cards may be purchased for
$2 at the Decatur Marta Station kiosk and brought to the
parish oﬃce by Sep. 19th.

SOCIAL TOUCH RUGBY GAME THIS THURSDAY
For more info contact JP & Lucy O'Donoghue
(jpandlucy@gmail.com).

THE S FACTOR SEPTEMBER ACTIVITIES
7
15
15
19
21
22
28

Thurs
Fri
Fri
19
Thurs
Fri
Thurs

Lunch at Pea Ridge
Tai Chi class
Movie Night "Moonlight"
Last day for Marta Breeze cards
Delivery of coats and Marta cards to VA
Tai Chi class
Tour Margaret Mitchell House

New families and individuals are invited to enjoy a
complimentary meal. RSVP via phone 404-378-4588, email
ccollins@stmga.org or at the signup board available in the
narthex this weekend

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR
STM has an immediate opening for a part-time Religious
Education Coordinator.
Coordinator This position reports to the
Director of Youth Faith Formation and is responsible for
coordinating all facets of the department, as well as the
recruitment and training of all volunteer teachers and
aides. This position is responsible for PreK 4 yr. old
through Grade 5 faith formation including sacramental
preparation for First Holy Communion and First
Reconciliation. Also responsible for planning and
executing vacation bible school one week during the
summer. Must be a self-starter with excellent
interpersonal skills, communication, Microsoft Oﬃce and
organizational skills. This person must be fully committed
to the teachings of the Catholic Church and an active,
practicing Catholic in good standing. If interested, please
email your resume to mcp@stmga.org.

SPECIAL NEEDS MINISTRY
Do you have a family member with special needs seeking
religious education? Does your family member have
needs that prohibit them from fully participating in the
sacraments, mass, or parish events? We would love to
help them succeed in these areas. Please contact Julie
Siler or Michele McHale-Pickard to let us know how we can
support their needs. Julie Siler: 404-285-3886 or
jes76@bellsouth.net

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
STM MAKES DONATION FOR HURRICANE RELIEF
STM has made a donation of $2,500 to Catholic Charities USA for hurricane relief in Texas. This gift was made possible
by your generous support of STM through your Oﬀertory gifts.
We encourage parishioners who wish to supplement this STM gift to donate to Catholic Charities USA on-line at: https://
catholiccharitiesusa.org/. Click on the “donate to hurricane relief” button at the top of the CCUSA home page.

DECATUR-AREA EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE MINISTRY
Thank you STM for the very successful food drive to beneﬁt DEAM. If you would like to volunteer, please go to our
website: www.deamdecatur.org or call Karen Johnson at 404-373-9283.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL BLUE MASS SET FOR SEPTEMBER 8
The Archdiocese of Atlanta will celebrate its third annual Blue Mass for all public safety oﬃcials and ﬁrst responders on
Friday, September 8th at 10:00 a.m. This Mass will be held at the Cathedral of Christ the King, 2699 Peachtree Road, NE,
Atlanta. Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory will be the celebrant. All STM parishioners are invited to attend the Mass to pray
and show appreciation for those who serve and protect the public.

SAVE THE DATE– OCTOBER 22, 2017 JESUIT ALUMNI MASS
Jesuit Alumni Friends and Family Mass held at 12:00 Noon at St. Thomas More. More details to come.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in the STM chapel Monday through Saturday from
9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.

UPCOMING RETREATS AT IGNATIUS HOUSE
Sept. 13—
13—Day of Reﬂection—
Reﬂection—Praying the Beatitudes—
Beatitudes—Directed by Carl McColman
The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12) are the heart of the Sermon on the Mount, so they are central to Jesus's message of
radical love, mercy and forgiveness. With plenty of time for silence and prayer, we will reﬂect on the Beatitudes together,
looking at how these wisdom teachings can bring joy and purpose to our lives today.
Carl McColman is a contemplative Christian author, speaker, and retreat leader based in Clarkston, GA. He is a professed
lay associate of the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers, GA, and he co-directs the RCIA program at St. Thomas More
Parish in Decatur, GA with his wife, Fran. His books include The Big Book of Christian Mysticism, Answering the Contemplative
Call, and Befriending Silence.
Sept. 2222-24 - Love’s Movement: From SelfSelf-Care to Service—
Service—Directed by Sarah Otto
We often neglect the important proposition in the great commandment: Love your neighbor as yourself. But for service
to be sustainable, we have to take care of ourselves.

REGISTER AT www.ignatiushouse.org
THE WORD WITH JERRY PENDRICK —ADULT BIBLE STUDY
St. Thomas More Parish’s Sunday morning adult Bible study (The Word) has resumed. Please join us each week as we
read and discuss the Sunday Mass readings. The primary focus will be on explaining the literal meaning of the texts,
especially the Gospels. 10:40–11:50 AM in the Parish Library.

RENEW—TUESDAY SCRIPTURE STUDY
A weekly Bible study with Louanne Bachner Tuesdays at 1:30 PM-3 PM in the STM parish library starting September 5th.
For additional info, contact Andy Otto at 404-378-4588 X124

WALKING WITH PURPOSE—STM WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Fellowship and Faith at a 22 session Bible Study entitled Ke e ping the Balance . Monday, 7:00—8:30 PM Mulhern Hall.
Sign up at http://tinyurl.com/y8lndgkq

STM COFFEEHOUSE– UPCOMING TOPICS
Oct. 1 - The Landscape of Catholic Education in Atlanta with Bill Garret, President of Cristo Rey
Atlanta Jesuit
Oct. 15, 22, 29 – A mini-series on End of Life Issues (Estate Planning, Senior Care, Grief and
Pastoral Care)

RCIA CLASSES ARE STARTING SOON! SEPTEMBER 5TH
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic? Would you like to learn more about the Catholic faith? If so, then we invite
you to participate in our RCIA class, which begins meeting on Tuesday, September 5, 2017!
RCIA is speciﬁcally for people who are not Catholic, and either want to become a Catholic or at least want to learn more
about the Catholic faith. There is no obligation to become a Catholic, and no charge for the course. For those who wish
to become Catholic, RCIA prepares you to receive the sacraments of initiation. This program is designed to focus not
only on the teachings of the Church, but also on the spirituality of Catholicism.
If you are interested in RCIA, or just want to learn more, please contact the RCIA Directors, Fran and Carl McColman, by
emailing rcia@stmga.org or calling 404-375-1611. Thank you, and God bless!

SCHOOL NEWS
STM
STUDENTS
ENJOYING
THE ECLIPSE

