September 9, 2018—23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon
SCHOOL
404-373-8456

EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM

“In the past clerical power came from the laity, the
'unlettered,' who submitted to the authority of the priest, as
if submitting to the power of God. In the future ecclesial
power will come from the community of gathered persons
who will be set free by the power of God within; who will
resist patriarchy in all forms, who will rise up in a new
church concelebrated by women and men, inclusive of all
gender types, all races, all languages, all colors, all broken
and divorced hearts, all those in search of healing, mercy
and compassion; a church that will empower the present
for a new future of life. 'The days are coming,' says the
Lord, 'when I will raise up a new church which will not
deceive as a finished church but as the unfolding of My Life
in an unfinished universe. For my work is loving the world;
the Living Christ is still coming to be.'“
- Sr. Ilia Delio, OSF
Sr. Ilia Delio, OSF, is a professor of theology at Villanova University.
She holds a doctorate in theology from Fordham University and is
the author of a number of books.

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

We are Here to Listen
and Take Action.
You Matter. You are Family.
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline

1-888-437-0764

3RD ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC—SEPTEMBER 29!

We will begin with Mass outside in the courtyard at 5:30 PM, followed by
food, music and fellowship.
The Knights of Columbus will grill hot dogs, hamburgers and veggie
burgers, the Young Adult Ministry will hold a cupcake contest and music
will be provided by the band Spaghetti Junction! See page 6 for details.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
Mon., September 10

Francis & Miriam †
Eleanor Dudasko †

Tues., September 11

Madeleine Gauthier †

Wed., September 12

Helio A. Martinez †

Thurs., September 13

Robert Perez †

Fri., September 14

Frank A. Collins †

Pray for those who are sick:
Dryden Barnes, mother of parishioner Paul Larson
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist
pweaver@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

JOIN OUR PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish
offices during normal business hours.

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie
Whitcomb

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., Sept. 10

Knights of Columbus —7:00 PM—St. Julie Room
Walking with Purpose—7:00 PM—Mulhern Hall

Tues., Sept. 11

Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30PM—Parish Library
RCIA—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room
YAM Leadership Meeting—7:00 PM

Thurs., Sept. 13

Fall in Love, Stay in Love Marriage Prep—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Sun., Sept. 16

The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library
Lifeteen Meeting—6:30 PM dinner in Mulhern Hall with pickup at 8:30 PM from
the Youth Room.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
Four points this week:


Parishioners should not for a
moment presume that, after an
initial round of apologies and
promises, we will let your calls for
real reform in the Church go unaddressed. We are taking several steps to see that this does not
happen.

First, on September 5, I met with the STM Parish Council
(members are listed on the STM website at: http://
www.stmgaparish.org/about-stm/st-thomas-more-parishcouncil/). The primary purpose of the meeting was for the
Council members to relate to me what they have seen and
heard in the parish these past two or three weeks. After
hearing them out, I asked the Council to continue this
conversation through the coming year, considering what
we as a parish can do to make STM more like what they
want of the larger Church. I asked the Council to make use
of the knowledge and experience of several lay
parishioners who not only have advanced theology
degrees, but also have a manifest love for the Church and
a desire for real reform within the Church community. I
asked the Council to think broadly and boldly, and to push
the limits even though they may suspect that some of what
they want for STM may be beyond local parish control. I
look forward to hearing what the Council proposes. I
promise to work with them and with you to make STM
more reflective of the Christ who is alive and active in us.
Second, after all the Masses this weekend (September 8-9),
I and members of the Council will remain in the church to
listen to the concerns of any interested parishioner. This
will not be a time for me or the Council to talk, but rather
for us to listen.
Third, that we are holding these “listening sessions” this
weekend does not mean that we are not still expecting
Archbishop Gregory to come to STM to hear our concerns
and hopes for the Church. In fact, I have invited him to
STM, and he has indicated his desire to be with us. He
simply is not available until the end of this month at the
earliest. I fully expect him to visit STM as soon as his
schedule allows.
Fourth, a few parishioners have suggested that we
schedule a “lament” prayer service. The idea of such a
service is that we – and I particularly, as pastor and a
member of the Church’s clerical leadership – publicly pray
for forgiveness and demonstrate repentance. I am
receptive to this idea, for it is essential that we move
forward in sync with the Spirit, responsive to the Spirit’s
voice more than our individual voices.

Out of these four actions, I expect further specific and
concrete actions to come to light. We will move forward
with what seems promising.
In the meantime, I encourage parishioners to remain
faithful, but insistent. Let us do whatever we do and say
whatever we say with love for the Christ who dwells in our
Church community, mindful that he chose to live with and
break bread with the worst of sinners.


Our Religious Education, Edge, and LifeTeen programs
resume this week after the summer hiatus. Each of
these programs is in service to our young children and
teens to help them grow in and live out their faith
within the community of the Church.

My request of our Faith Formation staff and our catechists
and youth leaders is that their work with our children and
youth is not so much to convey information about God and
the Church as it is to help them encounter the person of
Jesus and to seek a deeper, more intimate relationship
with him.


We have contracted with hired a local locksmith to
change the many locks and other access controls to
parish buildings. Over the years, locks and the keys
necessary to open them have multiplied to the point
that no one – with the possible exception of our
maintenance staff - knows what key opens what door.
Furthermore, at this point, no one on staff knows who
inside or outside of the parish has keys to parish buildings.

In making these changes to the locks and other access
controls, our intent is to simplify parish operations and to
enhance security without unduly limiting access to parish
facilities by those who need it.
There may be some stumbles as we adjust to this new
arrangement. In the meantime, parishioners with keys to
parish buildings should remind our administrative office
staff so that we can make sure you are able to access to
parish buildings and can carry on your ministry.


I encourage parishioners to let Church leaders know
your concerns regarding the present leadership crisis
in the Church. We have listed some possibilities on
page 4 of this bulletin.

Keep the faith.

Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

CHURCH OFFICIALS CONTACT INFO
We encourage parishioners may want to write letters to certain
Church officials expressing their concerns about the present
sexual abuse and leadership crisis in the Church. These are
some possibilities:
Archbishop Christophe Pierre
Apostolic Nuncio to the United States
3339 Massachusetts Ave. NW
Washington DC 20008
Cardinal Daniel DiNardo
President, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
3211 Fourth Street NE
Washington DC 20017-1194
Archbishop Wilton Gregory
Archdiocese of Atlanta
2401 Lake Park Dr. SE
Smyrna GA 30080
For suggested content for your letters, parishioners might go
to: https://www.thesienaproject.org/

SOCIAL JUSTICE

MATRIMONY

THE S FACTOR SERVICE PROJECT

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY PROJECT
The Ignatian Spirituality Project, ISP, is a nationwide ministry
sponsored by the Jesuits to give spiritual retreats to homeless
men and women in recovery. This is an active ministry in the
Archdiocese of Atlanta carried out by volunteers and in
collaboration with Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center.
Volunteers are needed for days of reflection, overnight retreats,
drivers and other tasks. Contact: Sarah Otto at
sotto@ignatiushouse.org for information on volunteering.

HOME MASSES

JUSTFAITH MINISTRY: CATHOLIC

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life.

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY

This group meets the First Friday of each month for
5:30PM Mass with prayers afterwards.

The S Factor is collecting $10 MARTA cards for homeless
veterans. Deadline is Sept. 12th. Cards may be dropped off at
the office or mailed to St. Thomas More, 636 W Ponce de Leon
Ave, Decatur Ga 30030, Attn: The S Factor.

JustFaith is a program of JustFaith Ministries that invites
participants to live more simply and compassionately, and to
respond to the needs of the world. This small group program
will help you explore today’s issues through the lens of your
Catholic faith, engage in dialogue around those issues, and
formulate a personal/group response. We will be offering the
JustFaith program on Tuesdays 7-9:30 PM, at STM beginning
September 18th. If you would like more information, attend an
informational meeting on Sunday, September 9th 10:45-11:30
AM in the parish office workroom, or contact Richard Parry at
rparry@agnesscott.edu. If you would like to register for
JustFaith, visit https://tinyurl.com/stmjustfaith.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTIONS
October 7—The second collection the weekend of October 6-7
supports the activities of STM’s St. Vincent de Paul Society on
behalf of the poor in our local area.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

BIBLE & BISCUITS

Divine Reading returns to STM on 9/20 from 7:30AM-8:00AM. Meet in the Youth Room! We’ll enjoy some Chic-Fil-A
biscuits (while they last) and work through Lk 7:36-50!

EDGE/LIFE TEEN DINNERS

Families, we need your help! Please band together to bring dinner for Edge/Life Teen this semester! Sign up on the parish
website!

LIFETEEN ADULT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Contact Stewart Voegtlin at svoegtlin@stmga.org, or by phone, church office: 404 378 4588 ext 119; cell 404 309 4809.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
THE WORD ADULT BIBLE STUDY

STM WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY

RENEW—SCRIPTURE STUDY

STM COFFEEHOUSE

Join our biblical scholar, Jerry Pendrick, each Sunday
morning to unpack the weekly scripture readings. The
primary focus will be on explaining the literal meaning of the
texts, especially the Gospels. 10:40-11:50 AM in the Parish
Library.

Mondays 7:00-8:30 PM starting September 10th
We will be studying Having a Mary Heart in a Martha
World. "With nearly a million copies sold, Joanna Weaver's
popular book shows women how to blend intimacy with
Jesus and service for Him." Register on the parish website.

Renew - Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner meets every Join us after the 9:30 AM Mass in the St. Julie Room for a
Tuesday at 1:30 PM in the Parish Library.
chat with a local expert on various themes and topics while
enjoying a cup of joe.
JOIN A LIFE GROUP
Upcoming schedule:
Every week small faith communities gather in people’s
September 9 - Healthy Living for Your Heart, with Dr. Renato
homes as a way to cultivate their faith and form new
Santos
community and friendships. Consider joining a Life Group!
September 23 - The Jesuits and Women in the Japanese
At each gathering you will join in some sort of meal, reflect, Missions, with Dr. Haruko Nawata Ward
share, and pray with your fellow group members.
October 14 - Vatican II and Women’s Religious
Enrollment is open. You can register here: bit.ly/
Congregations, with Louise Milone
lifegroups2019 This fall we will have two groups. Contact
aotto@stmga.org if you have questions.

MORE THEOLOGY

MORE Theology is a series of St. Thomas More classes on
topics that affect us as Catholics, including theology, church
history, spirituality, liturgy, and church teaching.
This program will help parishioners gain a deeper, clearer
understanding of what Catholics believe and why we
believe. We encourage your participation.

MICHAEL GERSON TO SPEAK AT STM

November 18, 7:00 PM, Main Church
We are pleased to announce that Michael Gerson will be
Registration is required and can be found on the parish website. speaking at STM in November. Gerson is a columnist at the
Washington Post and was a top aide to President George W.
Bush. He has written extensively on the place of religion in
the public square. Gerson has been critical of the
de-evolution of evangelical Christianity and its negative
influence on the politics of our current time.

IGNATIAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM

Couples preparing for marriage are invited to join this new
program. Couples will meet one evening per week for four
weeks. This program includes presentations from witness
couples and tools and practices to help marriages For more
information and to register please contact Andy and Sarah
Otto at aotto@stmga.org.

PARISH LIFE
3RD ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC

FR. PAUL ROURKE JOINS STM

The Knights of Columbus will grill hot dogs, hamburgers,
and veggie burgers. Lemonade and water will be provided.
Feel free to bring your own favorite beverage. All
non-seniors please bring your favorite side dish to share
(serving 10). We would very much like to give our senior
cooks the night off!

Archbishop Gregory and Fr. Bob
Hussey, S.J., the Jesuit Provincial,
have sent Fr. Paul Rourke, S.J., to
serve at STM from now till the end
of December. Fr. Paul, the youngest
of four boys, was born and raised
in St. Louis, Missouri. He graduated
from Georgetown University and
the Washington University School
of Law. After working for a few
years in law and public policy, he
entered the Jesuits in 2000. He did
philosophy and theology studies in
New York, Philadelphia, and Rome, and he was ordained a
priest in June 2010. Just before coming to STM, Fr. Paul
served as Catholic Chaplain and Director of Campus
Ministry at the Georgetown University Law Center. Please
welcome him!

YAM will be hosting another cupcake bake off! Bring a
dozen (or TWO) of your best-dressed cupcakes.
Join us in being kind to Mother Earth and bring reusable
plates for your family and label all serving dishes. No need
to RSVP.

Music will be provided by the band Spaghetti Junction!

CARDINAL KURT KOCH TO CELEBRATE MASS AT
ST THOMAS MORE
Cardinal Kurt Koch from the Vatican will
celebrate Mass at St. Thomas More on
Thurs., Sept. 20th, at 5:30 PM. All are
welcome to attend. Cardinal Kurt Koch
serves as President of the Pontifical
Council for Promoting Christian Unity
and President of the Pontifical
Commission for Religious Relations with
the Jewish Community.

STM HOSPITAL MINISTRY
STM needs volunteers to minister to the patients in Emory
Hospital and DeKalb Medical Center. If you would like to
visit the sick, pray with them, and offer them Eucharist,
contact Richard White at rwhite7072@mindspring.com.
STM hospital ministers typically visit Emory on Thursdays
and Sundays, and DeKalb on Saturdays.

SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed
through the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer
opportunities always available. Archdiocese security
clearance required and provided. Questions? Contact our
Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915
or dmabrock@bellsouth.net.

SCHOOL NEWS
ROCK N’ RUN IS OFFICIALLY IN FULL SWING!

For 4 weeks in September, STM School focuses on health
and fitness awareness with our Rock 'N Run fundraiser and
wellness education event. A wide variety of fitness experts
visit our school and share their knowledge with students
during PE classes. Rock n’ Run culminates September 28th
with students running as many laps as they can to
raise money for the school. 100% of funds donated go directly
to the school, and 10% of those funds go to each child's classroom! If you’d like to support our school, we invite you to
please pray for the health and welfare of our school, our
students and our teachers. If you’d like to make a donation,
please visit http://stmrockandrun.dojiggy.com/
stmchurchdonations. God bless!

WE’VE GOT SPIRIT; YES, WE DO! WE’VE GOT STM
SPIRIT; HOW ‘BOUT YOU!?
Through school spirit, our students are part of something
exciting and unique. At STM, we love promoting our school.
It encourages a sense of identity and community bond
between fellow
students,
faculty,
parishioners
and staff alike.
Join us in
showing your
STM pride!

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)
UPCOMING EVENTS


September 22: Young Adult Fall Day Retreat—9:00 AM - 3:00 PM. 3 Key Questions
for Discernment. $10 registration. Breakfast and lunch included. Contact Andy
Otto aotto@stmga.org.



October 17: Holy Happy Hour with Marie Marquardt. Loving Our Immigrant
Neighbors: Exploring the immigration crisis through the lens of faith. George’s Bar
& Restaurant at 7:00 PM. Appetizers will be served.

COMMUNTIY NEWS
2nd HALF OF LIFE CAN BE THE BETTER HALF—MONASTERY RETREAT SEPTEMBER 14-16

Midlife begs the question, "Is there more to life than this?" This retreat will help us recognize and respond to that deep
but subtle longing, and surrender to God's loving call – a call into ordinary life enriched with love, meaning and purpose. It
is never too late to discover the "more" in life! Contact Patti at the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers for a
reservation: 770-760-0959 or retreat@trappist.net

WAY FOR MEN RETREAT

Sept. 14-16; Carmel Retreat Center, Hoschton. The Way for Men is a three-day retreat for adult male survivors of abuse
offered by the Archdiocese of Atlanta’s Victim Assistance Program. Registration deadline is Thurs., Sept. 6. Contact: Sue
Stubbs at 404-920-7554 or sstubbs@archatl.com for more information.

TOWARD FULL COMMUNION: HOPES, ACHIEVEMENTS, OBSTACLES, AND CHALLENGES

Tues., Sept. 18, 2018 from 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM ; Glenn Memorial at Emory University
Join the Aquinas Center at Emory University for a lecture event featuring Cardinal Kurt Koch of the Vatican as he examines
interfaith and ecumenical efforts in our world today. Cardinal Koch serves as President of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity and President of the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jewish Community.
His lecture will elaborate on his Vatican positions, discuss his commitment to ecumenical dialogue, and provide insights
from Pope Francis on interfaith endeavors. Tickets are free. Registration required. Reserve your seats at
aquinas.emory.edu.

CAN WE DO JUSTICE AND LOVE MERCY IN POLITICS?

American Religion, Inequality, and Populism—Noted Washington Post columnist and commentator E.J. Dionne will present
a lecture at Candler School of Theology on September 27 at 7:30 PM at the Glenn Memorial Church. Visit
bit.ly/dionneregistration to register.

HAVE YOU STARTED YOUR CURSILLO?

The Cursillo method takes a Christian beyond a passive belief in God to a daily interaction with God and His people,
helping one to become more committed in Christ. A Cursillo weekend is not simply a retreat, but rather the beginning of a
person’s life-long growth as a Christian. If you are interested in deepening your faith and growing in Christian
community, Cursillo may be just what you’re looking for.
The Cursillo Journey begins with a three-day weekend experience which invites Catholics to dive deeper into the well of
our faith and personally connect with God’s unlimited love. The Atlanta Archdiocese Cursillo weekends will be held at the
Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers. Weekends begin Thursday evening and conclude Sunday afternoon. (Men, Oct 47: Women Oct 11-14.
If you are interested in attending a Cursillo Weekend, please contact Anthony and Kimi Nettuno (406-579-9535,
nettuno44@gmail.com ) or Larry Ruder (678-293-6315, lruder@msn.com).

POST ABORTION HEALING RETREAT

Has Abortion affected your life? Have you lost a child, grandchild, or sibling through abortion? Is there a deep sense of
loss in your life because of abortion? There is no grief like that of unspoken grief. You are not alone. Post Abortion
Treatment and Healing (PATH) is here to help. PATH will be facilitating a Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend retreat, October 1214, 2018. This weekend retreat helps women and men who are struggling with the grief of abortion find peace and inner
healing. Jesus is waiting with open arms for you to come to him for healing. For more information call Jody at
404-717-5557 or visit www.healingafterabortion.org

