September 16, 2018—24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon
SCHOOL
404-373-8456

EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM

Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role that
each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith and being
witness to the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all to
rededicate themselves to this mission as a community of faith. ~ USCCB

CARDINAL KURT KOCH TO CELEBRATE MASS AT STM
Cardinal Kurt Koch from the Vatican will celebrate Mass
at St. Thomas More on Thurs., Sept. 20th, at 5:30 PM. All
are welcome to attend.
Cardinal Kurt Koch will also be giving a lecture about
interfaith and ecumenical efforts in our world today on
Tues., Sept. 18, 2018 from 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM ; Glenn
Memorial at Emory University. See page 7 for details.

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

We are Here to Listen
and Take Action.
You Matter. You are Family.
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline

1-888-437-0764

3RD ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC—SEPTEMBER 29!

We will begin with Mass outside in the courtyard at 5:30 PM. The Knights
of Columbus will grill hot dogs, hamburgers and veggie burgers, the
Young Adult Ministry will hold a cupcake contest (bring a dozen or two
of your favorite cupcakes to enter) and music will be provided by the
band Spaghetti Junction! All non-seniors please bring your favorite side
dish to share (serving 10) and feel free to bring your own beverages
(lemonade and water will be provided).

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

Mon., Sept. 17

Sr. Helen O’Leary †

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org

Tues., Sept. 18

David Wells †

Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org

Wed., Sept. 19

Evelyn Brereton †

Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org

Thurs., Sept. 20

Friedrich Syrup †

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

Fri., Sept. 21

Beverly Piehl † and Joseph Fulginiti

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org

Pray for those who have died:
Dryden Barnes, mother of parishioner Paul Larson

Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org

Pray for those recently baptized:
Ian Michael Patrick

Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

Patricia Weaver, Receptionist
pweaver@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org

JOIN OUR PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish
offices during normal business hours.

Emails for STM Business Only

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie
Whitcomb

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., Sept. 17

Walking with Purpose—Women’s Bible Study—7:00 PM—Mulhern Hall

Tues., Sept. 18

Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library
RCIA—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room
Just Faith—7:00 PM—Parish Library

Wed., Sept. 19

Bridge—2:00 PM—Parish Library

Thurs., Sept. 20

Bible & Biscuits—7:30 AM—Chapel

Sat., Sept 22

Merton Group—11:00 AM—St. Julie Room

Sun., Sept. 23

The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library
African Fellowship—11:00 AM—Youth Room

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…

Last weekend after all the
Masses, Fr. Paul, Fr. Pat, and I and
members of the STM Parish
Council listened to more than 50
parishioners express their
concerns regarding the Church’s
sexual abuse crisis and cover-up.
Nearly all participants insisted
that the Church structures and
culture that enabled the cover-up be reformed and
that those responsible for the cover-up be identified
and held accountable. Sadly, few of those who spoke
seemed hopeful that anything significant would
change. I sensed a widespread feeling of
powerlessness among those present.
It is true that lay people, even most clergy, do not
hold positions from which they can meaningfully
influence Church policy. Our ability to effect change
is undoubtedly limited. Nevertheless, I take hope in
knowing that history is full of examples of
marginalized people uniting to bring about
fundamental change in unjust systems. Accordingly, I
encourage all STM parishioners to speak
courageously for what you want for our Church. It is
your right as baptized Christians. I will not tell you to
be silent.

I also urge you parishioners to work together and to
speak as one. It would be very unfortunate, not to
mention unhelpful, if parishioners’ response to this
crisis becomes fragmented. Your voices will more
likely have effect if you speak not simply as
individuals, but as a parish in the Archdiocese of
Atlanta. The process of finding common ground and
speaking as one – the process of discernment, if you
like – takes time and hard work. But your
effectiveness requires that you work together. I have
asked the Parish Council, the lay governing body in
the parish with acknowledged authority, to take
responsibility for coordinating a parish response by
taking the lead in this project. The Council has
agreed.
I have also asked the Parish Council to make it their
first priority to engage in a broad conversation with
STM parishioners in hopes of coming to a better
understanding of the nature and causes of sexual
abuse of minors and how existing Church structures
and culture might have enabled this abuse and its
cover-up. After due discernment, I asked the Council
to propose to the Archbishop specific and concrete
actions designed to change these structures and this
Archdiocesan culture. Further, I asked the Council to

also propose to me as pastor what we might do at
STM to create a faith community more like what they
would want of the larger Church.
I have suggested that the Council make use of several
faithful and knowledgeable lay persons who are also
members of the parish in their work. I specifically
referred to the Council Dr. Susan Reynolds, a
parishioner and faculty member in the Candler
School of Theology at Emory University, and Dr. Marie
Marquardt, scholar-in-residence at the Candler
School of Theology. Both of these women have
offered to serve as consultants to the Council. The
Council has agreed.
Incidentally, a particularly promising idea that came
out of last weekend’s listening sessions was that our
Parish Council engage and coordinate with other
parish councils in the Archdiocese for greater impact.
I think this is a terrific idea. I hope the Council adopts
this suggestion.
Since the level of trust and confidence in the clerical
leadership of the Church appears to be very low at
this time, the call for reform must come from the lay
members of the Church. Fr. Paul and Fr. Pat and I will
stand with you, but you, not we, will be in the lead. I
am confident that this impulse to reform the Church
is of the Spirit. If we move forward prayerfully and
with love and respect, we can be sure that this is of
the Spirit.
Watch and listen for further communications from
the Parish Council.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MAKING OUR VOICES HEARD
We encourage parishioners may want to write letters to certain
Church officials expressing their concerns about the present
sexual abuse and leadership crisis in the Church. These are
some possibilities:
Archbishop Christophe Pierre
Apostolic Nuncio to the United States
3339 Massachusetts Ave. NW
Washington DC 20008
Cardinal Daniel DiNardo
President, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
3211 Fourth Street NE
Washington DC 20017-1194
Archbishop Wilton Gregory
Archdiocese of Atlanta
2401 Lake Park Dr. SE
Smyrna GA 30080
For suggested content for your letters, parishioners might go
to: https://www.thesienaproject.org/

SOCIAL JUSTICE

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life.

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY

This group meets the First Friday of each month for
5:30PM Mass with prayers afterwards.

Last week members of our social justice committee met with
Clarkston Mayor Ted Terry about how our parish can support
his efforts with refugees. Stay tuned for educational and
advocacy opportunities you can get involved in!

JUSTFAITH: BE THE CHANGE. (MAHATMA GANDHI)

JustFaith is an inspiring and energizing, small-group program of
JustFaith Ministries that invites participants to live more simply
and compassionately. Through engaging reading, thoughtprovoking dialogue, relationship building around today's issues,
and engagement with Catholic social teaching, you'll share a
journey of faith that invites you to consider how you can "be the
change" in our world. We will be offering the JustFaith program
on Tuesdays 7-9:30 PM, at STM beginning Sept. 18th. If you
would like more information, contact Richard Parry at
rparry@agnesscott.edu. If you would like to register for
JustFaith, visit https://tinyurl.com/stmjustfaith.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTION
October 7—The second collection the weekend of October 6-7
supports the activities of STM’s St. Vincent de Paul Society on
behalf of the poor in our local area.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

BIBLE & BISCUITS

Divine Reading returns to STM on 9/20 from 7:30 AM-8:00 AM. Meet in the Youth Room! We’ll enjoy some Chic-Fil-A
biscuits (while they last) and work through Lk 7:36-50!

EDGE/LIFE TEEN DINNERS

Families, we need your help! Please band together to bring dinner for Edge/Life Teen this semester! Sign up on the parish
website!

EDGE AND LIFETEEN ADULT VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED

Contact Stewart Voegtlin at svoegtlin@stmga.org, or by phone, church office: 404 378 4588 ext 119; cell 404 309 4809.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
THE WORD ADULT BIBLE STUDY

STM WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY

RENEW—SCRIPTURE STUDY

STM COFFEEHOUSE

Join our biblical scholar, Jerry Pendrick, each Sunday
morning to unpack the weekly scripture readings. The
primary focus will be on explaining the literal meaning of the
texts, especially the Gospels. 10:40-11:50 AM in the Parish
Library.

Mondays 7:00-8:30 PM starting September 10th
We will be studying Having a Mary Heart in a Martha
World. "With nearly a million copies sold, Joanna Weaver's
popular book shows women how to blend intimacy with
Jesus and service for Him." Register on the parish website.

Renew - Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner meets every Join us after the 9:30 AM Mass in the St. Julie Room for a
Tuesday at 1:30 PM in the Parish Library.
chat with a local expert on various themes and topics while
enjoying a cup of joe.
JOIN A LIFE GROUP
Upcoming schedule:
Every week small faith communities gather in people’s
September 23 - The Jesuits and Women in the Japanese
homes as a way to cultivate their faith and form new
Missions, with Dr. Haruko Nawata Ward
community and friendships. Consider joining a Life Group!
October 14 - Vatican II and Women’s Religious
At each gathering you will join in some sort of meal, reflect, Congregations, with Louise Milone
share, and pray with your fellow group members.
Enrollment is open. You can register here: bit.ly/
lifegroups2019 This fall we will have two groups. Contact
aotto@stmga.org if you have questions.

MORE THEOLOGY

Dignity for All: Foundations of Catholic Social Teaching
Learn about the riches of the Church’s teaching on
approaching social concerns that affect human dignity.
9/26, 10/3, and 10/10 — Wednesdays, 7:00 PM
Instructors: Mary Priniski, OP & Robert Weaver

MICHAEL GERSON TO SPEAK AT STM

November 18, 7:00 PM, Main Church
We are pleased to announce that Michael Gerson will be
Registration is required and can be found on the parish website. speaking at STM in November. Gerson is a columnist at the
Washington Post and was a top aide to President George W.
Bush. He has written extensively on the place of religion in
the public square. Gerson has been critical of the
de-evolution of evangelical Christianity and its negative
influence on the politics of our current time.

IGNATIAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM

Couples preparing for marriage are invited to join this new
program. Couples will meet one evening per week for four
weeks. This program includes presentations from witness
couples and tools and practices to help marriages For more
information and to register please contact Andy and Sarah
Otto at aotto@stmga.org.

PARISH LIFE

A PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCH

ANNUAL 4TH DEGREE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MASS

Heavenly Father,
In every age, you have been our refuge.
Yet again and still, we stand before you
asking for your protection on your holy Church.

All members of the Fourth and Third Degree and their
families are invited to attend the annual mass scheduled at
St Thomas More Church at the 5:30 PM Mass on Saturday,
September 22nd. Pews will be reserved. Please bring a dish
to share at the potluck dinner in the St Julie Room after
mass. RSVP by Sept 20th to philipstephens@outlook.com
and tell him the number attending and what dish you will
be bringing.

A SERVICE OF LAMENT AND HOPE

Join us on Monday, September 24th at 7:00 PM for a Taize
prayer service of lament and hope. In this service grounded
in scripture, silence and song, we will gather as the body of
Christ to name our feelings of anger, disillusionment,
sadness, and confusion in the wake of the most recent sex
abuse scandal. Lament is a long standing tradition in our
Church and when used in the context of prayer allows us to
encounter the transformative Spirit of God. This will be a lay
-led service and we are delighted to have Dr. Susan
Reynolds, Assistant Professor of Catholic Studies at Candler
School of Theology, preaching.

CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulations to parishioner Danny Rockecharlie who
recently completed the Knighthood (3rd) Degree. Danny
has now achieved " full knighthood" in the Knights of
Columbus. Well done, Brother Danny.

For the victims of abuse and their families,
pour out your healing and your peace.
For the Bishops of this country,
continue to inspire their decisions,
and guide them with your Spirit.
For the thousands of good and faithful priests,
who have followed your call to serve you and your people
in holiness, sustain them by your grace.
For the faithful who are angry, confused,
and searching for answers,
embrace them with your love,
restore their trust,
console them with your clear Gospel message,
and renew them with your sacraments.
We place our Church in your hands,
for without you we can do nothing.
May Jesus, our High Priest and true compass,
continue to lead her in every thought and action to be an instrument of justice,
a source of consolation,
a sacrament of unity,
and a manifestation of your faithful covenant.
Grant this through that same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

SCHOOL NEWS
STM SCHOOL FACULTY AND STAFF RETREAT AT
IGNATIUS HOUSE
st

On August 31 , our
STM School faculty and
staff spent a renewing
day at the Ignatius
House Jesuit Retreat
Center. The retreat
offered a sacred place
and an opportunity to
encounter God as well
as to spend some
down time with our
STM family in a
peaceful setting.

PRAYER FOR PEACE

On September 7th, STM School joined Catholic schools all
across the Archdiocese of Atlanta to pray for peace in honor
of St. Peter Clavier.

ROCK N’ RUN FUNDRAISING AND WELLNESS EVENT
CONTINUES!

Faculty members on retreat.

STM School is enjoying the wide variety of fitness experts
visiting our school to share their knowledge with students
during PE classes. We’ve enjoyed martial arts, Irish Dancing,
yoga and more! Rock n’ Run culminates September 28th with
students running as many laps as they can to raise money
for the school. 100% of funds donated go directly to the
school, and 10% of those funds go to each child's classroom! If
you’d like to support our school, we invite you to pray for the
health and welfare of our school, our students and our
teachers. If you’d like to make a donation, please visit
http://stmrockandrun.dojiggy.com/stmchurchdonations.
God bless!

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)
UPCOMING EVENTS


September 22: Young Adult Fall Day Retreat—9:00 AM - 3:00 PM. 3 Key Questions
for Discernment. $10 registration. Breakfast and lunch included. Contact Andy
Otto aotto@stmga.org.



October 17: Holy Happy Hour with Marie Marquardt. Loving Our Immigrant
Neighbors: Exploring the immigration crisis through the lens of faith. George’s Bar
& Restaurant at 7:00 PM. Appetizers will be served.

COMMUNTIY NEWS
TOWARD FULL COMMUNION: HOPES, ACHIEVEMENTS, OBSTACLES, AND CHALLENGES

Tues., Sept. 18, 2018 from 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM ; Glenn Memorial at Emory University
Join the Aquinas Center at Emory University for a lecture event featuring Cardinal Kurt Koch of the Vatican as he examines
interfaith and ecumenical efforts in our world today. Cardinal Koch serves as President of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity and President of the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jewish Community.
His lecture will elaborate on his Vatican positions, discuss his commitment to ecumenical dialogue, and provide insights
from Pope Francis on interfaith endeavors. Tickets are free. Registration required. Reserve your seats at
aquinas.emory.edu.

BINGO AND DINNER

Thursday, September 27, 2018 at All Saints Catholic Church 2443 Mt Vernon Rd, Atlanta GA 30338. You are invited to
dinner and bingo in our Social Hall. Bingo starts at 7:30 PM and doors will open at 6:30 PM. We will be serving a red,
homemade Marinara sauce, over pasta with either sausage or meatballs.

CAN WE DO JUSTICE AND LOVE MERCY IN POLITICS?

American Religion, Inequality, and Populism—Noted Washington Post columnist and commentator E.J. Dionne will present
a lecture at Candler School of Theology on September 27 at 7:30 PM at the Glenn Memorial Church. Visit
bit.ly/dionneregistration to register.

MARRIED COUPLES

Want to put "the works" back into your marriage, and not just rely on faith to make it work? The next Weekends are
September 28-30 and November 16-18. You can get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling
678-242-WWME.

POST ABORTION HEALING RETREAT

Has Abortion affected your life? Have you lost a child, grandchild, or sibling through abortion? Is there a deep sense of
loss in your life because of abortion? There is no grief like that of unspoken grief. You are not alone. Post Abortion
Treatment and Healing (PATH) is here to help. PATH will be facilitating a Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend retreat, October 1214, 2018. This weekend retreat helps women and men who are struggling with the grief of abortion find peace and inner
healing. Jesus is waiting with open arms for you to come to him for healing. For more information call Jody at
404-717-5557 or visit www.healingafterabortion.org

IGNATIUS HOUSE JESUIT RETREAT CENTER

Retreats Change Lives – Encounter God on a Silent Retreat
Consider taking the much-needed time for yourself, be open to an encounter with Jesus…
here in the silence of Ignatius House. Sitting high atop the shores of the Chattahoochee
River, many spaces, indoors and out invite one to a sacred place of quiet and peace. Retreat Dates this fall based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola include Sept.
20-23 – Sept. 28-30 – Oct. 5-7 – Oct. 12-14 – Oct. 26-28 – Nov. 1-4.
Look for these dates on our website IgnatiusHouse.org for more information or call us at
404-255-0503
We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House.
Scholarships may be available for registered parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire.

