September 24, 2017/The Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org
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404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
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678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM

STM PARISH PICNIC
COME ONE – COME ALL
Please join your STM family at the Parish Picnic to be held
Sept 30th. We will begin with Mass in the courtyard at 5:30 PM,
followed by food, music and fellowship. The Knights of Columbus
will be cooking up hot dogs, hamburgers, and veggie burgers.
The Young Adult Ministry will be in
charge of desserts and the EDGE &
LIFETEEN groups will be helping
with set up. We are asking for
families to bring a dish to share
and ask that the item you bring is
in a disposable container.
A to D favorite potluck salad (example Jell-O salad, fruit salad)
E to K favorite potluck dishes (example baked beans, mac &
cheese, deviled eggs, etc.)
L to N favorite fruit dish
O to Z
favorite chips and perhaps dip)

MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
Nursery Available during
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

STM CONTRIBUTES TO HURRICANE RELIEF IN SOUTH GEORGIA
STM has made a contribution of $2,500 for hurricane relief in the Diocese of
Savannah (southern Georgia) through Catholic Charities. This donation was
possible because of STM parishioners’ generous contributions to the STM
oﬀertory collection which ﬁnances parish outreach eﬀorts of all kinds. If
parishioners want to supplement this parish gift with a gift of their own, we
suggest you go to https://catholiccharitiesusa.org/ and make your donation.
100% of your gift goes for hurricane relief.
STM made a similar donation to Catholic Charities/Texas for hurricane relief
in the Houston area several weeks ago.

STM COFFEEHOUSE– THE LANDSCAPE OF CATHOLIC EDUATION IN
ATLANTA—SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1ST
Are you a parent curious about the various Catholic education options in
Atlanta? Join us for our next STM Coﬀeehouse. Bill Garrett, president of Cristo
Rey Jesuit High School, will discuss the various choices and speak about how the
Cristo Rey model compliments them.
October 1 after the 9:30 AM Mass in the St. Julie Room.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.
MONDAY, September 25 Alexei Kosygin †
TUESDAY, September 26 Charles J. Seibal †
WEDNESDAY, September 27 Elizabeth and Cecelia H. †
THURSDAY, September 28 John Spann †
FRIDAY, September 29 Thomas Mathews †
Pray for those who are sick:
Rob Skehan
Anne Lewis
Pray for those who have died:
Jeanna Suggs
Pray for those recently baptized:
Julia Camp, Graham Webster, Judson Harris, Hank
Dundon, Eliyana Micheal
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to
add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be
remembered.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE youth@stmga.org
LIFETEEN teens@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon. Sept . 25

Tues. Sept. 26

Walking With Purpose
7:00 PM Mulhern Hall
Knights of Columbus
7:00 PM Youth Room
Renew with Louanne Bachner
1:30 PM Parish Library
RCIA
7:00 PM St. Julie Room
Mandatory Conﬁrmation Parent/
Teen Meeting
7:00 PM Mulhern Hall

Thurs. Sept. 28

Adult Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM Choir Room

Sat. Sept. 30

STM Parish Picnic
6:30 PM Courtyard
The Word with Jerry Pendrick
10:40 AM Parish Library
Meeting Christ in Prayer
3:00 PM Parish Library
EDGE/Lifeteen Meetings
Youth Room and ND Gym

Sun. Oct. 1

Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

Emails for STM Business Only

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your
intention to participate actively and meaningfully in our
parish by worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as
often as possible, by participating in our parish
programs and ministries, by doing service in your
neighborhood, and by ﬁnancially supporting the parish
as much as your means allow. By registering, you also
enable us to be of greater service to you and to your
family.
The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex
of the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan
and email it to mdie bold@stmga.org, drop it in the
Oﬀertory basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to
the parish oﬃces during normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
A longtime parishioner
approached me before Sunday
Mass a couple weeks ago and
said that another parishioner
had just asked him why
Archbishop Gregory had brought
the Jesuits to St. Thomas More.
The implication of the question
was that the inquiring person
was unhappy with the Jesuits for
being here and the Archbishop
for sending them.
I am certainly aware that some in the parish have not liked
all that we Jesuits have brought to STM, and I know that
some families have left STM for other parishes. On the
other hand, I also know that many new families have come
to STM since our arrival a little more than a year and a half
ago, presumably because they like what they see here. I
know that some families have reduced their Oﬀertory gifts,
possibly to express their unhappiness, while others have
increased their annual gift. This is the normal “sorting out”
process that happens whenever pastors change.
Neither Fr. Pat nor I were involved in the conversations
between the Archbishop and our religious superiors about
our coming to STM, but we did speak with Auxiliary Bishop
Talley (who has since left Atlanta to lead a diocese in
Louisiana) and got from him a sense of Archbishop
Gregory’s thinking.
I know that the Archbishop has been trying to bring Jesuits
to Atlanta for some time. For whatever reason, my
superiors did not think that past times and circumstances
were right for us, and they declined the invitation. Those
times and circumstances have since changed, and my
superiors accepted Archbishop Gregory’s invitation to send
Jesuits to STM. From my superiors’ point of view, Pat and I
were part of a larger on-going Jesuit investment in Atlanta.
We joined other Jesuits already at work at Ignatius House,
the Jesuit retreat center in Sandy Springs, and at Cristo Re y
Atlanta High School, which opened a little more than three
years ago. My superiors believed that the Atlanta area was
underserved by the Society of Jesus, and he welcomed the
opportunity aﬀorded by Archbishop Gregory to increase
our presence.
For his part, Archbishop Gregory wanted what the Jesuits
could oﬀer to the Church of Atlanta. He clearly believes
that our presence here is good for the Church of Atlanta.
Certainly he wanted us to oﬀer more widely the Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius and the distinctive spirituality that is
based on them. He wanted his people to be exposed to
our preaching and our way of evangelizing. I know that
Archbishop Gregory wanted the people of Atlanta to have
another option when choosing a parish, and he believed
that a Jesuit-sponsored parish would be such an option. In
other words, he wanted something new and diﬀerent here,

not just for the parishioners of STM, but also for the larger
Archdiocese of Atlanta.
Why STM and not some other parish? That I can’t answer.
I simply don’t know. I do know that Fr. Pat and I - and now
Fr. Rudy – have found STM to be generally receptive ground
for our preaching, our Ignatian way of praying, and our
Jesuit understanding of God, the Gospel of Jesus, and the
Church.
Shortly after our arrival at STM back in February, 2016, I
suggested in the 3/6/16 bulletin what parishioners might
expect of us in the areas of liturgy, preaching, prayer and
spirituality, and outreach to the poor and other disadvantaged. Since then, Fr. Pat and I, with the full support of the
STM Parish Council, have set about making that happen.
We have tried to preach the Gospel faithfully and forcefully,
challenging parishioners with its words. We have tried to
orient the parish more outwardly through interfaith activities with other Decatur area churches and greater outreach
to the poor and sick and other needy of Atlanta and
beyond. We have tried to expand our faith formation
programs to our youth and adults alike and to give them a
more “Jesuit” ﬂavor. Parishioners tell me that they have
seen a diﬀerence at STM since we arrived.
As I have reported here several times over the last several
months, the Parish Council and I have been working on a
Statement of Identity and Mission that will clearly establish
our self-understanding as a Jesuit-sponsored Catholic
parish and will set us on a particular way into the future.
Parishioners participated in this work through a common
examen prayer during all the Masses this past spring. In that
examen, parishioners prayerfully looked at STM through the
eyes of Jesus to see what he sees, and shared the results of
their prayer with me and the Council. We have incorporated that feedback into a subsequent draft Statement.
Sometime in the next 30 days, I will present that latest draft
of this Statement of Identity and Mission to parishioners for
further feedback. The Council and I haven’t decided how to
do this yet, but we will do so in a way that assures broad
parish involvement.
That some are unhappy with what the Jesuits have brought
to STM, even to the point of leaving the parish, is a source
of sadness to me, Fr. Pat, and many STM parishioners. But
we will continue to try to be responsive to what the
Archbishop and our Jesuit superiors have asked of us.

Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”
FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)
NOTE: CHANGE IN TIME FOR YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
PRAYER GROUP
The YAM Prayer and Support Group date and time has
changed. Please note that the YAM Prayer and Support
Group is now going to be on Sundays at 6:30 PM in the
Family Room following the 5:30 PM mass.
For questions about the prayer group, please contact
Frances (fcd.work@gmail.com).

NOVEMBER SERVICE EVENT
Join us on November 11 for a Thanksgiving service event
with Open Hand Atlanta. This nonproﬁt provides healthy
meals to Atlantans, and we'll be packing produce baskets
for community members who are chronically ill or
homebound. Spots are limited so RSVP today!
RSVP: email Emily Giese at ekgiese@gmail.com
When: November 11, 11-3 PM
Where: 181 Armour Drive NE Atlanta, GA 30324
(get directions here or meet in the STM back parking lot
to carpool)

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTION
The second collection for October 14-15 will be for the STM
Chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

LITURGY NOTES
SEPTEMBER IS LITURGICAL MINISTRY MONTH—
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING, PLEASE CONTACT JOE
MESSINA AT 404-378-4588 X120 OR
JMESSINA@STMGA.ORG
THE COMMUNION RITE WITHIN THE MASS
The service of extraordinary ministers ﬁts into the
overall structure of the Mass. Within that framework, ministers can ﬁnd the spiritual heart of their service to the people
of God. We begin Mass with the Introductory Rites that oﬀer
praise to God and express contrition for our sins. We then
hear God’s voice in readings from Scripture, and we hear
Christ speak to us in his own words in the Gospel The Homily
applies these texts to our lives, and we – the priestly people –
oﬀer the Universal Prayer (or Prayer of the Faithful) for the
Church and the world.
In the Liturgy of the Eucharist, the gifts of bread and
wine are brought to the altar together with our oﬀerings for
the Church and the poor. These are symbols of ourselves,
signs of our desire to oﬀer our very lives up to God for transformation. During the Eucharistic Prayer, the Holy Spirit
transforms the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of
Christ, as the Church makes her great act of thanksgiving.
Although the priest says most of these words by himself, all
the priestly people join with him in silent prayer, making this
oﬀering to God.
The Eucharistic Prayer usually follows several steps.
It begins with a dialogue between the priest and the people, in
which we proclaim our desire to give thanks to God. In the
Preface we hear the reasons why we give thanks at this Mass.
The Preface may praise God for something relating to the
current season (liturgical time) or feast. All sing the “Holy,
Holy, Holy” uniting our voices with the choirs of heaven. The
priest continues to give reasons for our thanksgiving, and
then asks the Holy Spirit to change the bread and wine into
the Body and Blood of Christ. The priest narrates the story of
the Last Supper, repeating the words of Jesus, “This is my
Body,” “This is the chalice of my Blood.” All sing an acclamation.
The priest proclaims the Death and Resurrection of
Christ, and he oﬀers this sacriﬁce to God. He prays for the
Holy Spirit to come upon the people gathered in faith. He
makes petitions for the living and the dead, and he oﬀers a
ﬁnal acclamation of praise, which refers to Jesus Christ:
“Through him, and with him, and in him, / O God, almighty
Father, / in the unity of the Holy Spirit, / all glory and honor is
yours, / for ever and ever.” All respond, “Amen.” Almost all
Eucharistic Prayers follow this basic structure.
The Communion Rite begins with the Lord’s Prayer, a
sign of your communion as brothers and sisters under a
common Father. The rite may continue with a Sign of Peace,
in which we express the unity we all share in Christ. Then, at
Holy Communion, we become one with Christ and with one
another. We eat his body broken and drink his blood poured
out for the life of the world. The Mass concludes with a
blessing and dismissal.
The entire Mass leads up to the distribution of Holy
Communion. It is then that extraordinary ministers perform
their service. This point of the Mass is dear to the heart of
every Catholic.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Contact Mrs. McP EDGE 404-378-4588 x 119 Edge—youth@stmga.org Life Teen contact: teens@stmga.org

Religious Education (RE):
2nd grade parents: did you miss the meeting with Fr. Mark about First Eucharist? Listen to a replay on the website!

EDGE & Lifeteen:
Next Service Sat is 9/30 for the parish picnic.
http://tinyurl.com/yc8k489z

EDGE:
If you are an 8th grader in a non- Catholic school and wish to Conﬁrm in your 10th grade year, you are required to be
registered and active in youth group. Register here: http://www.stmgaparish.org/middle -school-youth-edge/
Next meeting is 10/1.

LIFETEEN: Lifeteeners Take the poll!
Small Group preferences: https://goo.gl/forms/UnrcKIuLqn1m6YSB2
Interested in a leadership position in Lifeteen? Join the LTLC.
http://tinyurl.com/yaz944nb
If you are a current 9th or 10th grader in a non- Catholic school. You are required to be registered and active in
Lifeteen in order to Conﬁrm in 10th grade. Register here: http://www.stmgaparish.org/life -teen/
Next Lifeteen meeting is 10/1

CONFIRMATION: URGENT INFORMATION
If you are a current 10th grader in any school & you are wishing to Conﬁrm with the 10th grade class you MUST be
registered by Sept 26th . The Required for Conﬁrmation teen & parents meeting with Fr. Mark is on
Tuesday Sept 26th at 7 PM in Mulhern Hall . Register here:
http://www.stmgaparish.org/liturgyhttp://www.stmgaparish.org/liturgy-andand-worship/conﬁrmation/

MISSION TRIP SCHOLARSHIPS

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
JESUIT FRIENDS AND ALUMNI GATHERING
The annual Jesuit Friends and Alumni Sunday will be held at St Thomas More on October 22, with
attendance at the 12:00 pm Mass followed by a reception in Mulhern Hall. This is an opportunity for
alumni and friends of Jesuit schools to share our common bonds through the celebration of liturgy,
followed by a reception highlighting opportunities for continuing spiritual growth and service to the
local and global community.
To register for this event: https://sjne n.org/je suit-alumni-and-friends-2017

September 27, 7 PM - Breaking the Stained-Glass Ceiling: Exploring the Role of Women Deacons in the Catholic
Church Our Lady of Assumption - 1350 Hearst Drive NE, Atlanta, GA 30319
Pope Francis has appointed a commission to explore the possibility of women deacons in the Catholic Church. This
discussion will be an interactive dialogue to explore the historical evidence of women deacons in the early church as well
as current discussions for and against such a large change in the Catholic faith.

RELICS OF ST. PÍO AT HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH
The relics of St. Pius of Pietreclina (“Padre Pío”) will be at Holy Spirit Catholic Church, on Tuesday, October 3 as part of a
U.S. tour on the occasion of his 130th birth anniversary and the 15th anniversary of his canonization.
Holy Spirit is located at 4465 Northside Drive, NW, Atlanta, 30327.
Veneration will be from 9:00 AM – 6:50 PM.
The Mass in Honor of St. Pío, celebrated by The Most Reverend Wilton D. Gregory, Archbishop of Atlanta, will take place
at 7:00 PM.

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AT CHRISTO REY
Christo Rey Jesuit High School is seeking adult volunteers for the 2017-2018 Mentor Program. This is a one year commitment
that kicks oﬀ on September 30, 2017. For more information and a link to the mentor program application, please go
to http://www.cristoreyatlanta.org/Volunteer/Mentor-a-Student

INVITATION AND THANKS
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cancer Home will be hosting their annual luncheon and silent auction raﬄe on Oct 7th at
St Peter Chanel Church in Roswell. If you would like to attend or for more information contact Betty Griﬃth at
404-377-2551.
A special THANK YOU to St Thomas More for the generous donation of $1600 to the Cancer Home this year in lieu of
selling raﬄe tickets.

WELCOMING OUR NEIGHBORS
With the hope of continuing to build and strengthen interfaith connections, some members from the planning
committee from last year's 9-11 Interfaith Memorial Service, joined by new people from the community, set to work
again. We wanted to oﬀer an aﬃrming event that could build relationships, and "Welcoming Our Neighbors" became the
theme. Faith leaders and storytellers from Baha'i, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Islamic, Jewish, and Sikh faiths came to
share their traditions and stories about welcoming people. Immigrants from Sudan, Liberia, and India shared stories of
their journeys to America. People assembled hygiene kits for distribution to homeless people in Atlanta. A singer with
her beautiful and powerful voice encouraged us all to ﬁnd the hero within ourselves. All of us together--people from all
walks of life and many faiths--after prayer, panels, stories, community service, and song, joined together to share a
potluck meal and conversation. The food was bountiful and tasty, the conversation enlightening.
We are grateful to STM for providing such a large (and air conditioned!) space for the event and to all the parishioners
who helped out so hospitably!

US BISHOPS AND JESUIT PROVINCIALS SPEAK OUT AGAINST THE TERMINATION OF DACA
The United States Bishops and Jesuit Provincials have expressed dismay at President Trump’s recent decision to
terminate the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). The bishops and the provincials have spoken out
repeatedly in recent years in favor of comprehensive immigration reform that balances the right of nations to secure
their borders and the fundamental right of all men and women to have access to the means of providing for the
well-being of themselves and their families.
The full texts of the bishops and provincials statements are at: http://je suits.org/ne wsws -detail?TN=NEWSdetail?TN=NEWS-20170905104805
and https://justiceforimmigrants.org/statements/usccbhttps://justiceforimmigrants.org/statements/usccb-presidentpresident-vicevice-presidentpresident-committeecommittee-chairmenchairmen-denouncedenounce-administrationsadministrationsdecisiondecision-endend-dacadaca-stronglystrongly-urgeurge-congresscongress-ﬁndﬁnd-legislativelegislative-solution/
Parishioners wishing to take further action in support of the “childhood arrivals” can click on: http://cqrcengage.com/
jesuit/app/onestep--writejesuit/app/onestep
write-a-letter?0&engagementId=380873.
Archbishop Gregory recently spoke out in opposition to President Trump’s decision to end the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program (DACA). Go to
https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2017/09/archbishophttps://georgiabulletin.org/news/2017/09/archbishop-wiltonwilton-d-gregorysgregorys-statementstatement-endingending-dacadaca-program/ for the complete text of Archbishop Gregory’s statement.

HOLY HOUR AND MOVIE NIGHT
A Holy Hour for Life will take place on Monday, October 2nd from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM at Saint Brigid Catholic Church.
The night will include a powerful post-abortive testimony about the mercy of God. Saint Brigid is also hosting a movie
night to watch the documentary ﬁlm Liberating a Continent: John Paul II and the Fall of Communism on Saturday, October 14th at 6:30 PM. The evening costs $10 and includes a dinner at 6:00 PM catered by Shane’s Rib Shack. Reservations
are due by October 11th can be sent to Cathy at re spe ctlife .saintbrigid@gmail.com.

DECATUR-AREA EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE MINISTRY
If you would like to volunteer with DEAM, please go to our website: www.de amde catur.org or call Karen Johnson at 404373-9283.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in the STM chapel Monday through Saturday from
9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.

THE WORD WITH JERRY PENDRICK —ADULT BIBLE STUDY
St. Thomas More Parish’s Sunday morning adult Bible study (The Word) has resumed. Please join us each week as we
read and discuss the Sunday Mass readings. 10:40–11:50 AM in the Parish Library.

RENEW—TUESDAY SCRIPTURE STUDY
A weekly Bible study with Louanne Bachner Tuesdays at 1:30 PM-3 PM in the STM parish library has resumed.
For additional info, contact Andy Otto at 404-378-4588 X124

WALKING WITH PURPOSE—STM WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Fellowship and Faith at a 22 session Bible Study entitled Ke e ping the Balance . Monday, 7:00—8:30 PM Mulhern Hall.
Sign up at http://tinyurl.com/y8lndgkq

STM COFFEEHOUSE– UPCOMING SERIES
Oct. 15, 22, 29, Nov. 5 – Mini-series: End of Life Issues (Estate Planning, Elder Care, End of Life, Advance Directives)

UPCOMING AT IGNATIUS HOUSE—REGISTER AT: http://ignatiushouse.org/
Day of Reflection: Praying The Beatitudes Wednesday, October 4th

Directed by Carl McColman

The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12) are the heart of the Sermon on the Mount, so they are central to Jesus's message of
radical love, mercy and forgiveness. With plenty of time for silence and prayer, we will reﬂect on the Beatitudes together,
looking at how these wisdom teachings can bring joy and purpose to our lives today.

3-Night Silent Retreat: My Soul Magnifies The Lord - A Retreat About Mary
Directed by Rev. Peter Fink, S.J.

October 5-8

“In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a
man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary.” This retreat will focus on the role of Mary in
our life today. She is the woman who brought Jesus into the world. She has been named Mother of God, Mother of the
Church, our Mother. She has a special place in the history of salvation. Mary is the most perfect of our race, one who is
our counsel, our guide, our comfort and our strength. Listen to her presence in our scriptures. See her on-going presence in the Church. Let her be for you what she was for Jesus, faithful, caring, and loving. In Ignatian terms, let her bring
you to Jesus and then with Jesus take you to the God whom Jesus calls Abba.

PARISH LIFE
“SUNDAY NURSERY

JOB OPENINGS:

Every week, , twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool (including all 4 yr
olds, some of whom may be enrolled in Religious Educ.,
held between the 9:30 & noon masses) The Nursery is
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your
child(ren) join us each week! You can focus on mass
while they have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available; Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR
STM has an immediate opening for a part-time Religious
Education Coordinator.
Coordinator This position reports to the
Director of Youth Faith Formation and is responsible for
coordinating all facets of the department, as well as the
recruitment and training of all volunteer teachers and aides.
This position is responsible for PreK 4 yr. old through Grade
5 faith formation including sacramental preparation for First
Holy Communion and First Reconciliation. Also responsible
for planning and executing vacation bible school one week
during the summer. Must be a self-starter with excellent
interpersonal skills, communication, Microsoft Oﬃce and
organizational skills. This person must be fully committed to
the teachings of the Catholic Church and an active, practicing
Catholic in good standing. If interested, please email your
resume to mcp@stmga.org.

“LIFE” STATUE REPAIRED
The “Life” statue has been repaired and replaced in its
proper place in front of the parish oﬃces. The statue had
been slightly damaged by vandals several weeks
ago. Thank you Todd Hines (STM’s Superintendent of
Buildings and Grounds), Cate Miller (a STM School art
teacher), and STM School students Claire Burns, Lucy
Burns, and Claire McMann for making the repairs.

BECOME A BAPTISM MENTOR PARENT
Has your child been baptized in the last year or two?
Consider becoming a mentor parent(s) for the parents of
children to be baptized into our community, oﬀering
support, sharing your experience, and answering any
questions throughout the process. Minimal time
commitment required. For more information please
contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org.

