
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
5:30 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         September 29, 2019—26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

LEARN ABOUT THE  

CATHOLIC FAITH 

 

 

See page 4 
for details 

 
 

Thurs., Oct. 3, 2019  
main church 

7:00 PM—Conversation:  
Pilgrimage & Building Trust  

8:00 PM—Taizé Prayer  
Service 

 

 

 

 

 

Sat., Oct. 5th, after the 5:30 pm outdoor Mass 

 

CLOTHING DRIVE  

 

Benefitting  
St. VdP 

October 12-13  

 

STM Youth Invited to Help!  
We are in need of more youth volunteers  

for the picnic. Sign up on the parish website.  



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
  
Monday, September 30        Thomas Mathews †  
Tuesday, October 1  Thresia Parassery 
†Wednesday, October 2  Members of STM                                   
Thursday, October 3  Larry Hogan †  
Friday, October 4  Alfredo Salos †  

 
 
 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 

Mon., Sept. 30  Women's Bible Study—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Mulhern Hall  
  
Tues., Oct. 1   Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM to 3:00 PM—Parish Library  
 

Wed., Oct. 2  S Factor Lunch—11:00 to 3:00 PM—Murphy’s 
   Adult Choir Rehearsal—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Church  
   Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Family Room 
   Knights of Columbus 4th Degree—rosary at 7:00 PM, dinner at 7:30 PM, meeting at 8:00 PM 
   Book Study with Fr. Mark: Introduction to Catholicism—7:30 PM to 9:00 PM—Parish Library  
 
Sat., Oct. 5   Parish Picnic—after the 5:30 PM Mass in the courtyard  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  
Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket 
during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices  
during normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
Last week I traveled to McAllen, Texas, with a group of 22 
priests from several US Archdioceses and dioceses, includ-
ing the Archdiocese of Atlanta.  Our trip was sponsored 
and entirely funded by the Catholic Extension through a 
grant from the Lilly Endowment, Inc. 
 
Catholic Extension helps fund the construction and opera-
tion of Catholic churches and Church facilities in the poor-
est parts of the country.  Since its founding in 1905, the 
Extension has helped build over 12,500 churches in the 
US.   
 
The purpose of our trip was to expose us to the work of 
the churches that the Extension supports in the Diocese of 
Brownsville, the poorest diocese in the country.  All of 
these serve the migrant communities along the Texas-
Mexico border.  The Extension’s hope was that, as we 
gained firsthand knowledge of the Church’s ministry on 
both sides of the border, our own ministry back home 
would be enhanced. 
 
Over the course of three full days, we visited:  
 
 La Posada Providencia in San Benito TX, a facility that 

shelters and cares for migrants who have been  
released from detention by US Immigration and  
Customs Enforcement;  

 La Lomita Chapel in Mission TX, the first church built by 
the Extension in Texas in 1906;  

 the Humanitarian Respite Center in McAllen TX, where 
migrants traveling from the border to other parts of 
the US rest, are fed, given supplies for their journey, 
and receive medical attention;  

 the Fundacion Misericordia, a free medical clinic in  
Reynosa, Mexico, that is funded and operated by the 
Diocese of Matamoros, Mexico; 

 Casa del Migrante, also in Reynosa, which provides shelter 
each night for as many as 120 men, women, and  
children who have either been deported from the US 
and who are making their way back to their home 
countries, or who are awaiting immigration hearings  
in immigration courts across the border in the United 
States; 

 Proyecto Desarollo Humano in Penitas, TX, which supports 
migrant women through a sewing cooperative, a  
community garden, a medical and dental clinic, and a 
second-hand store; and 

 St. Michael Church on the Rio Grande River in Los  
Ebanos, TX, and San Juan Diego Mission in Citrus City TX, 
which is the poorest parish in the poorest diocese in 
America. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Along the way, we had the opportunity to hear the stories 
of migrants from Mexico, Central America, and Africa who 
are fleeing the violence and crushing poverty in their home 
countries and who are seeking safety in the US for  
themselves and their families.  Mothers told us of  
husbands who had been arrested and deported, leaving 
them and their US citizen children to fend for themselves.  
Some migrants told us that they had lost hope of finding a 
place of safety in the United States and planned to return 
home.  Others insisted against all odds that they and their 
children would someday be permitted to enter and remain 
in the United States.  No one whom we met told us that 
they had wanted to leave the home country; they left home 
because they believed they had no choice.   
 
And while eating a breakfast of tacos (real ones), beans, 
and orange juice one morning on the banks of the Rio 
Grande, the local priest told us that, in times past, people from 
both sides of the river would gather on this spot for  
dancing and fellowship.  Now, he said, the river has be-
come a barrier between them. 
 
The trip reminded me of my own work as an immigration 
attorney on behalf of immigrants and refugees for several 
years after my ordination, and I confess to missing that 
daily contact with them and the opportunity to serve them.  
For other priests in the group, it was the first time they 
were able to put a human face on what to that point had 
been simply a political issue to be debated dispassionately.  
That personal contact changed them forever, they said.  
These migrants were good, hard-working people who want 
the same things for themselves and their families that you 
and I want.  As Bishop Daniel Flores, the Bishop of  
Brownsville, told us one evening at dinner, “The Gospel is 
not a book; it is people.  The Gospel is not about rubrics 
and doctrine; it is about taking care of one another.” 
 
But the most significant “take away” for me was that, in  
every facility and mission we visited, it was religious women 
who had built the buildings and who were running the  
programs.  It was religious women almost exclusively who 
were providing the face-to-face care of the migrants.  I 
came home wondering who would care for these people if 
not for the nuns. 
 
I also came home with a renewed commitment to our own 
parish social justice programs.  Our Church and our parish 
can never become a club centered on our own  
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

SECOND COLLECTION  
The second collection the weekend of Oct. 12-13 supports 
the activities of STM’s St. Vincent de Paul Society on behalf 
of the poor in our local area.  
 

The second collection the weekend of Oct. 19-20 supports 
the combination of 3 missions and the local priests, religious 
and lay catechists who provide service to the poor and 
suffering.  
 

A GIFT ANYONE CAN MAKE   
When a loved one passes away, there is usually an estate 
sale to sell items no one wanted.  The Catholic Foundation 
can manage the estate sale for your family and the  
proceeds can go to the parish endowment fund.  For more 
information, please contact Juliet Greco at the Catholic 
Foundation at jgreco@cfnga.org or 404-497-9440. 

PARISH FINANCES 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

RCIA: LEARN ABOUT THE CATHOLIC FAITH; PREPARE 

TO BECOME A CATHOLIC  

It's not too late to participate in the RCIA 
process here at St. Thomas More! We  
accept new inquirers year round, so if 
you'd like to learn more about the  
Catholic Church, and/or are thinking 
about becoming a Catholic, then RCIA might be for you! Any 
adult who is not a Catholic (and Catholic adults who have never 
been confirmed) can participate in RCIA. If you have any  
questions, or wish to enroll, please contact Fran and Carl 
McColman, RCIA Co-directors, by email at rcia@stmga.org.  
 

MORE THEOLOGY 

Walking Into the World of Jesus—Oct. 8-22, 2019 — Tuesdays, 
7:00 PM, Instructor: Ann Temkin. Register at stmgaparish.org/
more-theology  
 

PARENTING IS HARD!  

A mini-series of workshops geared toward parents with children 
of all ages. The registration fee for each workshop is $20.  
Mindful Communication Techniques for Parents—Wed., Oct. 2, 
8:30-10:00 AM or Sun., Oct. 6, 1-2:30 PM 
Presented by Adacelis Perez—In this one-hour and a half  
workshop, Author and Certified Life Coach, Ada Perez shares 
mindful communication techniques to become a more calm 
parent. Stress is no longer reserved for adults. Register:  
bit.ly/stmadult19  
 

TAIZÉ, PILGRIMAGE AND BUILDING TRUST 

Thursday, October 3, 2019 at STM in the main church 
7:00 PM—Conversation: Pilgrimage & Building Trust  
8:00 PM— Taizé Prayer Service 
Join the St. Thomas More Community for a special visit with two 
brothers from the ecumenical, monastic Taizé Community in 
France. The evening will include an introduction to the Taizé 
Community, a conversation, and prayer. For more information 
see the Taizé Atlanta Facebook page or www.taizeatlanta.me.  
 

IGNATIAN YOGA 

Saturday, Oct. 19 from 9-11 AM 
Led by Mark Dannenfelser. $20 fee. Only 25 spaces. Integrate 
the spirituality of St. Ignatius and the practices of yoga and  
mediation. Ignatian Yoga invites participants to reflect on God’s 
presence in their life experiences, connecting mind, body, and 
spirit with a diverse array of old and new practices. 
Register at bit.ly/stmadult19 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:jgreco@cfnga.org
mailto:rcia@stmga.org


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD  
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd has begun for about a dozen three-year-olds. Catechists Patricia Weaver and Katie 
Edelstein invited the children to start their “work” in the atrium. CGS uses a Montessori approach to allow the children to 
discover Jesus, the Good Shepherd. We hope to expand to more children in the future. If you are interested in being 
trained as a CGS Catechist please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH INVITED TO HELP WITH STM PARISH PICNIC 
We invite ten youth to help with the parish picnic on Saturday, October 5. Sign up on the parish website. 

 

DONUT MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We need families to help with donut duty on Sundays! Sign up on the parish website. 
 

Lifeteen & Edge hosts the Donut Ministry on Sunday mornings following the 8:00 AM and 9:30 AM Masses. The money 
raised continues to help fund the cost of chaperones, buses and gas for our mission trips and summer camps. 
 

YOUTH GROUP DINNERS NEEDED  
We invite you to provide food for STM Youth's "family dinner" throughout the year. We will eat dinner together every  
Sunday we meet. Dinner is held in Mulhern Hall after the 5:30 PM Mass. All registered STM Youth (grades 6-12), and adult 
chaperones are invited. Sign up on the parish website.  
 

READERS & USHERS NEEDED 
We invite youth to serve as readers and/or ushers at the 5:30 PM Mass on Sundays. Sign up on the parish website. 

 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab. youth@stmga.org 

 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CLOTHING DRIVE - OCTOBER 12-13  
The collection truck will be open and accepting donations following each of the masses that weekend.   
 
Clothing and household items needed. Our most requested items include clean usable furniture, small appliances and 
kitchenware, toys, clothing and shoes; especially children’s and men’s (even 1 shoe of a pair is accepted, for those with 
prosthetic legs). 

Thank you so much for your generosity! 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR JUST BAKERY  
Just Bakery is a non-profit that partners with refugees on paid job training, professional certification, and a living wage.  Just 
Bakery provides opportunities for its twelve resettled staff members to work towards their long-term economic security 
and well-being while working alongside them to build a more diverse, compassionate, and connected community for all. 
They are currently selling at pop-ups, farmers markets, special events, and faith communities. STM supports their efforts in 
our community by offering their baked goods for sale in the Narthex once per month. Can you (or your high-schooler or 
middle-schooler) help, this weekend and/or another month? Sign up on the parish website.   
 

mailto:aotto@stmga.org


SCHOOL NEWS 

PARISH LIFE 
4TH ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC—SAVE THE DATE! 
Saturday, October 5th after the 5:30 PM Mass 

We will begin with Mass in the courtyard followed by food, 
music and fellowship. The Knights of Columbus will be grill-
ing hot dogs, hamburgers, and veggie burgers. Lemonade 
and water will be provided. BYOB. Please bring your favorite 
picnic side dish to share (serving 10).  
 
YAM will be hosting a cupcake contest! Bring a dozen (or 
TWO) of your best-dressed cupcakes. Live music will be  
provided by parishioner Gus Garay’s band, Spaghetti  
Junction. No need to RSVP. We hope to see you there! 
 

WINE AND PAINT RETURNS  
November 2 at 7pm  
Join parishioner Terresa Ford for an evening of painting and 
sipping. No prior art experience is required and art supplies 
will be provided (as will wine). This event is limited to 20  
people so registration is required. Ages 18+ please. $20  
supply fee. Register at bit.ly/paintstm  

 

 

 

 

THE S FACTOR TOURS HINDU TEMPLE  
The S Factor toured the BAPS Swaminarayan Mandir (Hindu 
Temple) in Lilburn.  They enjoyed hours of beauty and 
peacefulness.  The Mandir is a masterpiece of exquisite  
Indian design and workmanship.  The group also witnessed 
the midday Arti ceremony, an ancient Hindu service, with 
lighted wicks and musical prayer.  It was an awesome  
experience. To round out their day a scrumptious lunch was 
enjoyed at the 1910 Public House. 
 

 

 

 

SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL THROUGH ROCK ‘N’ RUN 

2019! 

This week, our students had a blast running laps to raise 
money for the school in our final Rock ‘n’ Run event! During 
our Rock 'N Run wellness education event and fundraiser, 
students collected donations and learned about health and 
wellness from fitness experts. 

 
 

 

 

 

THERE’S STILL TIME TO DONATE!  100% OF ROCK 

N’ RUN DONATED FUNDS GO DIRECTLY TO THE 

SCHOOL,  
and 10% of those funds go to each child's classroom!  If you’d 
like to make a donation, visit http://
stmrockandrun.dojiggy.com/stmchurch by October 4th.  
God bless! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more School News, please visit: 
https://www.stmga.org/our-school/our-school-feed/ 

 

http://stmrockandrun.dojiggy.com/stmchurch
http://stmrockandrun.dojiggy.com/stmchurch


YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY (YAM) 

4TH ANNUAL ARCHDIOCESE OF ATLANTA GREEN MASS 

Fri., Oct. 4th at 12:10 PM at The Catholic Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, 48 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, SW 
The Archdiocese began celebrating the Green Mass annually in the wake of Pope Francis ’ encyclical, Laudato Si. All are  
welcome to attend and we invite in a special way all those whose work or volunteer activity is connected to environmental 
protection and sustainability. Auxiliary Bishop Bernard E. Shlesinger III will be the principal celebrant.  
 

ATTENTION ST. PIUS X PARENTS OF ALUMNI   

The 1958 Club brings together parents of alumni for fellowship and support of St. Pius X. Please join us on October 11 at 
6:00 PM for the 1958 Club potluck tailgate before the Golden Lions take on Oconee County at 7:30 PM. Bring a dish to 
share and join us near the old softball field. Drinks will be provided. Game tickets can be purchased at the gate.  
Questions? Contact Parent of Alumni Bob Remmes at advancement@spx.org. 
 

ARCHDIOCESE SEEKS VOLUNTEERS TO SERVE AS TRIBUNAL ADVOCATES  

The Archdiocese of Atlanta is seeking volunteers to serve as Advocates in the Metropolitan Tribunal.  These Advocates will 
assist persons who are petitioning the Tribunal for a declaration of nullity of a previous marriage. Training classes will 
begin on October 14, 2019.   
 
The application for the Tribunal Advocate Training Course is located on the webpage of the Metropolitan Tribunal and can 
be accessed at: archatl.com/offices/metropolitan-tribunal/tribunal-advocates/.  The application deadline for the fall training 
course is September 30, 2019. Contact Joe Tovar, Chief Advocate for the Metropolitan Tribunal, at 404-920-7503 or  
jtovar@archatl.com with questions.  
 

CO-RESPONSIBILITY IN CHURCH MANAGEMENT 

Tue, Oct. 15; 7:30 PM-9:00 PM; Emory University Candler School of Theology, Room 252, 1531 Dickey Drive, Atlanta.  
This Leadership Roundtable is dedicated to promoting excellence and best practices in the management, finances and 
human resources development of the Catholic Church in the U.S. The event will be led by Kerry Robinson, global  
ambassador of Leadership Roundtable and member of the Raskob Foundation for Catholic Activities and FADICA 
(Foundations and Donors Interested in Catholic Activities). Contact: visit https://bit.ly/2YA53xC for 
more information.  
 

JESUIT FRIENDS AND ALUMNI SUNDAY  

Save the date for Jesuit Friends and Alumni Sunday, an opportunity for alumni and friends of Jesuit 
schools to share our common bonds through the celebration of liturgy, followed by a reception  
highlighting opportunities for continuing spiritual growth and service to the local and global  
community. www.JesuitsEast.org/AlumniSunday2019 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

ARCHDIOCESE OF ATLANTA SURVEY 

Catholic young adults are invited to share their thoughts and concerns about the Church in a survey sponsored by the 
Archdiocese of Atlanta. This 5-minute survey is open to Catholic young adults, ages 18-39. It will close Oct. 1. To take the 
survey, please visit surveymonkey.com/r/2019youngadult.  
 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC SINGLES CONFERENCE 

Join hundreds of single Catholics from across the country at the 19th National Catholic Singles Conference October 25th-
27th at The Diocese of Nashville Catholic Pastoral Center. The weekend includes talks by dynamic speakers (Sr. Helena 
Burns, Dr. Kerry Cronin, Damon Owens, and David Clayton) as well as music, social events, prayer, food, fellowship and 
more. Space is limited so register now! Enter promo code NASH19 for a $20 discount. For more information and to regis-
ter visit www.NationalCatholicSingles.com.  
 

SAVE THE DATE—FALL EVENTS! 

YAM Biking Trip: Saturday, Oct. 12. More details to come! 
Holy Happy Hour: Wednesday, Oct. 23 at 7pm 
 

mailto:jtovar@archatl.com
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