October 1, 2017/The Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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RECONCILIATION
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Nursery Available during
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

DRAFT STATEMENT ON STM IDENTITY AND MISSION
AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW
“The draft STM Statement of Parish Identity and Mission” is available for
parishioner review. This represents the product of several months of work by
the STM Parish Council and Fr. Mark. Fr. Mark will present this Statement to
parishioners at all Masses on the Weekends of October 8 and 15. Fr. Mark
and the Council encourage parishioners to consider the Statement prayerfully and be prepared to oﬀer feedback. A full text of this draft Statement is
available in the pamphlet racks in the narthex and on-line at:
http://www.stmgaparish.org/latest-news/stm-statement-of-parish-identity-andmission/

SUPERCALIFRAGILISTICEXPIALIDOCIOUS
Mary Poppins is ﬂying in to STM! Chimney Mischief presents The More
Player’s production of Mary Poppins! October 6,
7, 13, 14 at 8 PM, Oct. 8 & 15 at 2 PM in the
Notre Dame de Namur Center. Tickets are $15
for adults and $7 for seniors/children under 12.
This family friendly show tells the story of the
troubled Banks Family and the magical nanny
and chimney sweep who show them anything
can happen if you let it!
The More Players theater ministry is comprised
of parishioners and people from the community,
and participants range in ages from 5-75!
We invite you to join us on this magical
adventure. Please visit stmgaparish.org or call
404-378-4588 for more info.

JESUIT FRIENDS AND ALUMNI GATHERING
The annual Jesuit Friends and Alumni Sunday will be held at St Thomas More
on October 22, with attendance at the 12:00 PM Mass followed by a
reception in Mulhern Hall.
This is an opportunity for alumni and friends of Jesuit
schools to share our common bonds through the
celebration of liturgy, followed by a reception highlighting
opportunities for continuing spiritual growth and service to
the local and global community.
To register for this event: https://sjnen.org/jesuit-alumniand-friends-2017

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.
MONDAY, October 2 Cass Catroppa
Thomas Mathews †
TUESDAY, October 3 Margaret Ewing †
Neil Wojceichowski †
WEDNESDAY, October 4 Victims of Earthquake in Mexico
THURSDAY, October 5 Geoﬀey Vonbosse †
FRIDAY, October 6 Janet Zerner
Pray for those who are sick:
Janet Zerner
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to
add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be
remembered.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon. Oct. 2

Walking With Purpose
7:00 PM Mulhern Hall

Tues. Oct. 3

Renew with Louanne Bachner
1:30 PM Parish Library
RCIA
7:00 PM St. Julie Room
Bridge
2:00 PM Parish Library
Knights of Columbus 4th Degree
6:30 PM St. Julie room

Wed. Oct. 4

Thurs. Oct. 5

Adult Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM Choir Room

Fri. Oct. 6

Mary Poppins—
Poppins—The More Players
8:00 PM ND Gym
Mary Poppins—
Poppins—The More Players
8:00 PM ND Gym
The Word with Jerry Pendrick
10:40 AM Parish Library
Baptisms
2:00 PM Church
Mary PoppinsPoppins-The More Players
2:00 PM ND Gym
Meeting Christ in Prayer
3:00 PM Parish Library
EDGE/Lifeteen Meetings
Youth Room and ND Gym

Sat. Oct 7
Sun. Oct. 8

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation and
Religious Education
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN youth@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

Emails for STM Business Only

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your
intention to participate actively and meaningfully in our
parish by worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as
often as possible, by participating in our parish
programs and ministries, by doing service in your
neighborhood, and by ﬁnancially supporting the parish
as much as your means allow. By registering, you also
enable us to be of greater service to you and to your
family.
The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex
of the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan
and email it to mdie bold@stmga.org, drop it in the
Oﬀertory basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to
the parish oﬃces during normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
Parishes, like corporations and
other organizations, can beneﬁt
from a clear statement of their
purpose and mission. Such a
statement can help hold the
parish together, keep it focused,
and prevent the parish from
being scattered and ineﬀective.

identity as disciples of Jesus, that is, we are those
persons through whom Jesus is alive and active at this
time in St. Thomas More parish. The idea is that, if we
are the Christ in this time and place, we must be doing
what Jesus would do here and now. In other words, our
identity shapes what we do.

The “way of proceeding” is a statement of how we intend
to do things at STM. It expresses the attitudes that
underlie whatever we do. This part of the draft
statement emphasizes the gratitude that prompts our
actions, our strong connection to the larger Church of
However, unlike corporations
and other business organizations, the mission that drives Atlanta and Society of Jesus, our desire to be an inclusive
a Catholic parish is the Gospel of Jesus. A parish mission community, our desire to work together as true companstatement that is based on the Gospel can help prevent ions and colleagues, and our desire to do all that we do
the parish from becoming too centered on disconnected “for the greater glory of God.”
programs or ﬁnances.
The “Parish Ministries” section describes what we intend
to do well into the foreseeable future. This section is
With this in mind, the Parish Council and I have been
meant to serve as a guide to parishioners, especially
working through much of the past year on a draft
Statement of Parish Identity and Mission for St. Thomas parish leaders, as they decide what ministries to
More parish. The process we have used in our work has undertake from among an almost inﬁnite number of
been based in a common Ignatian-style prayer. We have possibilities. The guide is broad enough to allow ﬂexibilimagined how Jesus views STM – what delights him, and ity, but speciﬁc enough to provide guidance.
what saddens him. We have tried to be attentive to what Parishioners will note that there is nothing controversial
Jesus would have us do in his name.
here; it focuses us and reminds us what committed
Catholics should be doing most everywhere.
STM parishioners may remember engaging in a similar
exercise several months ago when we did an Examen
For instance, the statement declares that Sunday
prayer together at all the Masses. Parishioners prayed to Eucharist is at the center of our parish life, and that we
see ourselves with the eyes of Jesus. They then recorded will celebrate Sunday Eucharist in ways that encourage
what they saw in ourselves on index cards and forward- the “full, active, and conscious participation” of all parished these cards to the Council. The Council then took
ioners; that we as a parish are committed to teaching
what parishioners had written and incorporated this
and promoting the practice of Ignatian prayer and
feedback into its own thinking.
spirituality, and that this spirituality should inform all that
we do; that we must always be about building up our
The Council and I now have a draft STM Identity and Mis- parish community in ways that include all members, with
sion Statement for parishioners to review. The full text
special attention to parishioners in need; and that we
of the Statement is available on-line on the STM website need to be substantially oriented outward to the
(www.stmgaparish.org). Hard copies of the Statement are community around us, rather than turned in on
ourselves.
in the pamphlet rack in the narthex of the church. In
place of the homily, I will present the draft Statement at
all the Masses the weekends of October 8 and 15. Paper Once we adopt this Statement of Identity and Mission –
or some variation on it – the Council and I hope that it
copies of the Statement will be in the pews on those
weekends. The Council and I invite your feedback either will hold us together and set us on a common path. But
this can happen only if we allow it to make a claim on
in writing (there is a place for comments on the paper
each of us and to shape how we participate in our parish
copies in the narthex) or in public gatherings after the
community. I encourage you to spend some time with
Masses on those weekends.
this draft Statement. Pray over it and provide feedback
When you read the draft Statement, you will see that it is to me and the Council.
divided into three sections: 1) a mission statement, 2) a
Fr. Mark
statement of “Our Way of Proceeding,” and 3) a statement of what we intend to do as ministry.
The “mission statement” is meant to be a brief
declaration of who we understand ourselves to be. The
draft statement prepared by the Council emphasizes our

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”
FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
MASS OF HEALING: Wed., Oct. 11 7 PM
Cathedral of Christ the King, 2699 Peachtree Road, NE,
Atlanta.
The Archdiocese of Atlanta invites those who have been
hurt by the Church in any way to participate in a Mass of
Healing with Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory presiding.
A reception will follow in Kenny Hall. Sponsored by the
Archdiocese of Atlanta Victim Assistance Program.
Contact: Sue Stubbs at 404-920-7554 or
sstubbs@archatl.com.

DECATUR-AREA EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE
MINISTRY
If you would like to volunteer with DEAM, please go to
our website: www.de amde catur.org or call
Karen Johnson at 404-373-9283.

LITURGY NOTES
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING A LITRUGICAL
MINISTRY, PLEASE CONTACT JOE MESSINA AT 404-378-4588
X120 OR JMESSINA@STMGA.ORG

PARTICIPATION IN GRACE. TRINITY, AND LITURGY
Holy Mother Church clearly aﬃrms the role within
worship of the entire liturgical assembly (bishop, priest,
deacon, acolytes, ministers of the Word, music leaders,
choir, extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, and
the congregation.) Through grace, the liturgical assembly
partakes in the life of the blessed Trinity, which is itself a
communion of love. In a perfect way, the Persons of the
Trinity remain themselves even as they share all that they
are. For our part, “we, though many, are one body in
Christ and individually parts of one another.” The Church
urges all members of the liturgical assembly to receive
this divine gift and to participate fully “depending on their
orders [and] their role in the liturgical services.”
Within the gathered assembly, the role of the congregation is especially important. “The full and active participation by all the people is the aim to be considered before
all else, for it is the primary and indispensable source
from which the faithful are to derive the true Christian
spirit.”
Participation in the Scared Liturgy must be “internal, in
the sense that by it the faithful join their mind to what
they pronounce or hear, and cooperate with heavenly
grace.” Even when listening to the various prayers and
readings of the Liturgy or to the singing of the choir, the
assembly continues to participate actively as they “unite
themselves interiorly to what the ministers or choir sing,
so that by listening to them they may raise their minds to
God.” In a culture which neither favors nor fosters meditative quite, the art of interior listening is learned only with
diﬃculty. Here we see how the liturgy, though it must
always be properly enculturated, must also be countercultural.”
Participation must also be external, so that internal
participation can be expressed and reinforced by actions,
gestures, and bodily attitudes, and by the acclamations,
responses, and singing. The quality of our participation in
such sung praise comes less from our vocal ability than
from the desire of our hearts to sing together of our love
for God. Participation in the Sacred Liturgy both
expresses and strengthens the faith that is in us.
Our participation in the Liturgy is challenging. Sometimes,
our voices do not correspond to the convictions of our
hearts. At other times, we are distracted or preoccupied
by the cares of the world. But Christ always invites us to
enter into song., to rise above our own preoccupations,
and to give our entire selves to the hymn of his Paschal
Sacriﬁce for the honor and glory of the Most Blessed
Trinity.
The Latin Church Members of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119; Edge & Life Teen contact: teens@stmga.org Religious Education contact mcp@stmga.org

Religious Education (RE):
2nd grade parents: did you miss the meeting with Fr. Mark about First Eucharist? Listen to a replay on the website!

EDGE:
If you are an 8th grader in a non- Catholic school and wish to Conﬁrm in your 10th grade year, you are required to be
registered and active in youth group. Register here: http://www.stmgaparish.org/middle -school-youth-edge/
Next meeting is 10/1.

LIFETEEN: Lifeteeners Take the poll!
Small Group preferences: https://goo.gl/forms/UnrcKIuLqn1m6YSB2
Interested in a leadership position in Lifeteen? Join the LTLC. http://tinyurl.com/yaz944nb
If you are a current 9th or 10th grader in a non- Catholic school. You are required to be registered and active in
Lifeteen in order to Conﬁrm in 10th grade. Register here: http://www.stmgaparish.org/life -teen/

PARISH BABYSITTING—OCTOBER 28TH
The youth groups will provide babysitting for your youngsters as a fundraiser for our mission trips and summer camp. This is
for children who are 2 years to 10 years old. We will watch your children from 5:30 PM-8:30 PM. Pick-up is 8:30 prompt!
DROP OFF AND PICKUP IS IN MULHERN HALL
The cost is $20 for one child, $30 for 2 children, $40 for 3 or more children. http://tinyurl.com/ybo9x5ge

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)
NOVEMBER SERVICE EVENT
Join us on November 11 for a Thanksgiving service event with Open Hand Atlanta.
Spots are limited so RSVP today!
RSVP: email Emily Giese at ekgiese@gmail.com
When: November 11, 11-3 PM
Where: 181 Armour Drive NE Atlanta, GA 30324
(get directions here or meet in the STM back parking lot to carpool)

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT
From Here to There: Life on the Move with Christ – November 4, 9 AM-3 PM
How do we ﬁnd stability in life in the midst of transition? How do we keep faith central
when so much is calling for our attention? Find time to reﬂect on these questions
with your peers at this year’s YAM retreat on the beautiful grounds of Ignatius House
in Sandy Springs. Contact aotto@stmga.org to register ($10 fee).

PARISH FINANCES
AUGUST 2017

ESTATE PLANNING
When you are doing your estate planning, please
consider a planned gift to St. Thomas More Parish and
School or their respective endowment funds. It is a
wonderful way to acknowledge the place of your parish in
your personal and family life.
Contact Matt Kirk at mkirk@tplq.com if you would like
additional information on this program.

SECOND COLLECTION
The second collection for October 14-15 will be for the
STM Chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
INVITATION AND THANKS
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cancer Home will be hosting their annual luncheon and silent auction raﬄe on Oct 7th at
St Peter Chanel Church in Roswell. If you would like to attend or for more information contact Betty Griﬃth at
404-377-2551.
A special THANK YOU to St Thomas More for the generous donation of $1600 to the Cancer Home this year in lieu of
selling raﬄe tickets.

SAVE the DATE WORLD FOOD DAY - October 16th
World Food Day is an important day every year for us to remember the one out of nine people worldwide who do not
have enough to eat. As you know, ﬁghting hunger is about more than ﬁlling plates. It’s about ﬁlling futures with resources
and resilience. The Farm Bill, which Congress is considering for reauthorization, is one way that Catholic Relief
Services provides these futures.
This October we’re inviting you to honor World Food Day by taking action with Catholics Confront Global Poverty
http://www.confrontglobalpoverty.org to help us nourish change with a strong, future-facing Farm Bill.

ServeHAITI
You are all invited to ServeHAITI’s annual fundraiser to be held Saturday, October 7, 2017 at 7:00 PM at Atlanta City
Hall. The evening will include cuisine, cocktails, a silent auction and a Haitian artisan market along with music by Bogey
and the Viceroy.
For more information or to get tickets please go to www.se rve haiti.org Tickets will also be available at the door.

PARISH LIFE
SUNDAY NURSERY

NEITHER SNOW NOR RAIN….

Every week, , twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool (including all 4 yr
olds, some of whom may be enrolled in Religious Educ.,
held between the 9:30 & noon masses) The Nursery is
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your
child(ren) join us each week! You can focus on mass
while they have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available; Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

Hurricane Irma may stopped the mail but not our intrepid
oﬀertory counters. Thank you ladies for service “above
and beyond.”

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY SPAGHETTI DINNER

DONATIONS
Please DO NOT LEAVE unsolicited donations in the
narthex.

Fr. Mark cooked his special spaghetti with sausage. The
young adults supplied good conversation and fun. It was a
great evening.

If you have clothes, toys, etc, take them to the
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store located at
4871 Memorial Dr,
Stone Mountain, GA 30083.
Phone is 404-292-4102 or www.svdpatl.org
Thank you for your cooperation.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in the STM chapel Monday through Saturday from
9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.

THE WORD WITH JERRY PENDRICK —ADULT BIBLE STUDY
St. Thomas More Parish’s Sunday morning adult Bible study (The Word) has resumed. Please join us each week as we
read and discuss the Sunday Mass readings. 10:40–11:50 AM in the Parish Library.

RENEW—TUESDAY SCRIPTURE STUDY
A weekly Bible study with Louanne Bachner Tuesdays at 1:30 PM-3 PM in the STM parish library has resumed.
For additional info, contact Andy Otto at 404-378-4588 X124

WALKING WITH PURPOSE—STM WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Fellowship and Faith at a 22 session Bible Study entitled Ke e ping the Balance . Monday, 7:00—8:30 PM Mulhern Hall.
Sign up at http://tinyurl.com/y8lndgkq

STM COFFEEHOUSE– UPCOMING “END OF LIFE” SERIES
October 15 - Estate Planning for Your Legacy (Parents encouraged to attend!)
Matt Kirk will discuss the value of Wills, Trusts, and Powers of Attorney for people of all ages and asset levels. These
documents are more necessary and often simpler than you might think! Come learn how to protect your family and provide yourself with peace of mind.
Oct. 22, 29, Nov. 5 – Mini-series: End of Life Issues (Estate Planning, Elder Care, End of Life, Advance Directives)

RCIA
It's not too late to join the RCIA class that began in September! This class is for any adult who is not a conﬁrmed Catholic,
and is interested in learning more about the Catholic faith and/or becoming Catholic. Please email the RCIA co-directors,
Carl and Fran McColman, at RCIA@stmga.org, for more information.

UPCOMING AT IGNATIUS HOUSE—REGISTER AT: http://ignatiushouse.org/
3-Night Silent Retreat: My Soul Magnifies The Lord - A Retreat About Mary
Directed by Rev. Peter Fink, S.J.

October 5-8

Christ Renews His Parish: Alumni Retreat - October 13-15
Have you been on a CRHP retreat in the past? Revisit your experience on this alumni retreat, "Knowing, Loving, and
Serving Christ Beyond the Mountaintop”. Register at IgnatiusHouse.org.

Pondering the Questions of Jesus (Women’s Retreat) - October 20-22
The Gospels record many questions that Jesus asked His disciples. During this retreat, we will reﬂect upon some of these
questions, consider the implications each one has for us, and ponder our personal response to them. Register at
IgnatiusHouse.org.

SCHOOL NEWS
WE ROCKED, WE RAN, WE GOT FIT AND WE HAD FUN!!!

A huge thank you to Bridget Elliott, Lani House and all the parent volunteers for
making Rock and Run 2017 a huge success! The kids learned about ﬁtness, eating
healthy and encouraging others to do the same. Another
great STM example of "Doing More"! On top of all that we
reached our goal of $50K+ in pledges! This money will go
directly to the PTO to support the school with additional
classroom resources.
Thank you to everyone who contributed in any way!

