October 21, 2018—29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon
SCHOOL
404-373-8456

EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

We are Here to Listen
and Take Action.
You Matter. You are Family.
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline

1-888-437-0764

CHANGE IN ADORATION HOURS
See page 6 of the bulletin for an important
notice from Fr. Mark about the change in
adoration hours.

IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN RCIA!
See page 5 of the bulletin for details.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
Monday, Oct. 22
Tuesday, Oct. 23
Wednesday, Oct. 24
Thursday, Oct. 25
Friday, Oct. 26

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org

Daniel Simon Velez †
Fritz Reinhardt †
Steve Schulte †
Jevon Lemke †
David Cassidy †
Thomas Mathews †

Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

Pray for those who have died:
Madge Deems

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org

Pray for those who are sick:
Alice Bush
Felipa Chavarria
Diane Waicosky

Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

Patricia Weaver, Receptionist
pweaver@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

JOIN OUR PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish
offices during normal business hours.

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie
Whitcomb

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., Oct. 22

Walking with Purpose—7:00 PM—Mulhern Hall

Tues., Oct. 23

Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library
RCIA—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room
Just Faith—7:00 PM—Parish Library

Thurs., Oct 25

S Factor Day Trip—Booth Western Museum
Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Church

Fri., Oct. 26

S Factor Tai Chi—10:30 AM—Church

Sat., Oct 27

Merton Group—11:00 AM—St. Julie Room

Sun., Oct. 28

The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
This weekend, “Time and Talent
Sunday,” we are promoting
parishioner participation in STM’s
many ministries. Thanks to those
staff and parishioners who had a
hand in this promotion, and thanks
especially to parishioners who
express a desire to get more
involved.
I too encourage parishioners to
commit to greater involvement in parish-sponsored
ministries. Some ministries are especially suited for family
participation, like our Christmas Giving Tree, while others
are perfect for adult individuals, like our ministry to the
hospitalized and the homebound. Some are highly visible,
like our liturgical ministries of lector, Eucharistic Minister,
altar server, cantor, choir member, and usher. Other
parish-sponsored ministries are not so well known, like
Martha’s Ministry, which provides a light lunch for grieving
families after funerals; and the Cancer Sewing Group,
whose participants makes bandages and absorbent pads
for the residents at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Home for
low income, terminally ill cancer patients. Some parish
ministers serve our younger members, like the catechists
in our Sunday morning religious education program and
our Edge and LifeTeen programs, while others attend to
our older parishioners, like our SFactor group.
In addition to these ministries that STM directly sponsors,
there are many others that other organizations sponsor
but which STM supports with volunteers and/or financial
contributions. Some that are better known at STM are the
Gift of Grace House, a residential program staffed by the
Missionaries of Charity for women in transition; the
Decatur Emergency Assistance Ministry (DEAM), a local
interfaith organization that provides for the poor in the
Decatur area; Habitat for Humanity, which builds low cost
housing in the Atlanta area; and Birthright, which cares for
pregnant women in distress who have chosen to give birth
to their child. Other organizations that STM supports and
that may not be so well-known include: Jerusalem House,
which provides housing and other care for persons
suffering from AIDS; Hagar’s House, a local shelter for
women and their children; I Care, Inc., a local non-profit
which provides transportation to medical appointments
and shopping for seniors and other persons who lack
transportation options.
Check our parish website under the “Outreach” and “Parish
Life” tabs for more information on these and other
opportunities for service.
Parishioners who want to become more engaged in the life
of STM can also participate in the faith formation and
prayer programs that STM offers most every week. These
do not necessarily involve service to persons in need, but
they do represent opportunities to engage with other

parishioners in social, prayer, and continuing education
activities. Examples include our three weekly Scripture
study programs, including one specifically designed for
women; our occasional Sunday morning CoffeeHouses
during which parishioners can learn and converse about
different issues and topics of general and specialized
interest; and our more challenging adult education and
faith formation programs, like “More Theology” and “Just
Faith” and presentations by nationally known speakers, like
Fr. James Martin, S.J., and Michael Gerson, the Washington
Post religion and politics op-ed writer. Parishioners can
also participate in programs offered by our close partners
in ministry, including Ignatius Jesuit Retreat House and the
Aquinas Center and the Candler School of Theology, both
at Emory University.
Of course, parishioners do not need to engage in
parish-sponsored or even parish-supported works to be
faithful disciples of Jesus. Every parishioner undoubtedly
has multiple opportunities to care for persons in need
within one’s own family, within one’s workplace, and within
one’s own neighborhood. No one can say that only work
done within a Catholic organization is the work of Jesus.
Indeed, any care for needy brothers and sisters and any
activity that broadens one’s mind or deepens one’s
relationships with others is Gospel work.
As a follow-up to “Time and Talent Sunday,” parishioners
will speak at all the Masses on the first two weekends of
November about their experiences at STM and how STM
has been good for them and their families. They will be
encouraging the rest of us to commit to greater
engagement with and support for STM during the coming
year. Please listen carefully and respond generously.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

SOCIAL JUSTICE
CATHOLIC CHARITIES USA THANKS STM PARISHIONERS

Anthony Sciacca, Chief Development Officer for Catholic
Charities USA has written to thank STM parishioners for the
$3,000 contribution STM made to support hurricane relief
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
efforts in the Carolinas. Mr. Sciacca wrote: "Your kindness has
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to an extraordinary effect on the lives of those who have been left
with little."
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL THANKS STM PARISHIONERS
The anointing can be given multiple times.
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Dear STM Family
Since July 2018, through your generous donations, we assisted thirty
- four of our neighbors, including many families and veterans, with
vital rental, utilities and food assistance. Our goal is to assist those
who are trying their best to provide for themselves and their families
but have experienced unusual and often unexpected financial
hardships.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION

It is not unusual for the conference to hear back from those we have
assisted, and one recently wrote in part, “Thank you for bringing my
mortgage up to date! That was abundantly kind and you are greatly
appreciated!!!” It is important to us to share these words with you
because without your donations, this work would not happen. It is
that simple.

To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

Moving forward, with regular bulletin updates, we pledge to keep
you informed and involved in our work. Please know that there is an
open invitation to you to become a part of this ministry. Email us
at stm.svdp@gmail.com

FUNERALS

MEALS NEEDED FOR HAGAR’S HOUSE

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life.

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY

This group meets the First Friday of each month for
5:30PM Mass with prayers afterwards.

Sincerely,
Members of the STM Vincentian Conference
Hagar’s House is a program of the Decatur Cooperative Ministry
that offers an emergency night shelter and support services to
homeless families with children. The residents' evening meal is
provided by members of the various churches and
organizations throughout the metro area including St. Thomas
More. We are scheduled to serve meals from October 22- 27
and are in need of volunteers. If you are interested in cooking
and serving a meal with 1-2 other parishioners for
approximately 25 residents, please send an e-mail to Teresa
Perella – tlperella@gmail.com and Lauren Hoade –
lghoade@gmail.com. Your email address will be added to a list
of volunteers and you will get additional information on how the
ministry works and how to sign up to serve.

CANCER SEWING GROUP TO MEET

The Cancer sewing group will meet November 1st at 9:00 AM in
the St Julie Room to sew pads for the Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Cancer Home. No special skills needed.

PARISH FINANCES
October 21—Latin America/East Europe/World Missions. This
collection supports the combination of 3 missions and the local
priests, religious and lay catechists who provide service to the
poor and suffering.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

EDGE AND LIFETEEN SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION

Register for Camp Hidden Lake (EDGE only) and/or Camp Covecrest (Life Teen only). EDGE Summer Camp at Camp
Hidden Lake – Dates: June 10-June 15. $100 non-refundable deposit due by Monday, October 15. Life Teen Summer
Camp at Camp Covecrest – Dates: June 17-22 $100 non-refundable deposit due by Monday, October 15

CAMP HIDDEN LAKE/CAMP COVECREST DEPOSIT

If you have registered for either Hidden Lake or Covecrest, and have not paid your deposit, please do ASAP! You can pay
on our website.

EDGE/LIFE TEEN DINNERS

Want to provide food for hungry kids? We’ve got you covered. Sign up on the parish website!

5:30 MASS VOLUNTEERS

We need Life Teen kids to serve as readers/ushers at the 5:30 Mass! If you’ve never done either, no worries! Just be sure
to meet with the amazing Joe Messina at 5:10, and he’ll give you the low down. Sign up on the parish website.

RCIA NEWS
IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN RCIA!
St. Thomas More's RCIA — the process for adults to learn about Catholicism and to consider becoming Catholic — is now
a year-round program, which means it is never too late to join! RCIA is open to any adult who has not been baptized and/
or who has not been confirmed in the Catholic Church. There is no obligation to join the church, so even if you are just
interested in learning more about the Catholic faith, we hope you'll join us! For more information, please contact the RCIA
Co-Directors, Fran and Carl McColman, by emailing RCIA@stmga.org

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY

Mondays 7:00-8:30 PM
We will be studying Having a Mary Heart in a Martha
World. "With nearly a million copies sold, Joanna Weaver's
popular book shows women how to blend intimacy with
Jesus and service for Him."

THE WORD ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Sundays 10:40-11:50 AM
Join our biblical scholar, Jerry Pendrick, each Sunday
morning to unpack the weekly scripture readings. The
primary focus will be on explaining the literal meaning of the
texts, especially the Gospels. 10:40-11:50 AM in the Parish
Library.

RENEW—SCRIPTURE STUDY

Tuesdays 1:30 PM
Renew - Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner meets every
Tuesday at 1:30 PM in the Parish Library.

MICHAEL GERSON TO SPEAK AT STM

November 18, 7:00 PM, Main Church
Michael Gerson is a columnist at the Washington Post and
was a top aide to President George W. Bush. He has written
extensively on the place of religion in the public square.
Gerson has been critical of the de-evolution of evangelical
Christianity and its negative influence on the politics of our
current time.

PARISH LIFE
LEADERSHIP CRISIS ACTION COMMITTEE

Parishioners interested in talking about or working on
STM’s response to the leadership crisis in our church are
encouraged to attend the next meeting:



Sunday, October 28, following the noon Mass in the
parish library
Please contact Monica LaBelle (mla_belle@hotmail.com) or
Matthew Busbee (matthew@mbusbee.com) with any
questions or comments about this work.

FR MARK CELEBRATING MASS

NOTICE FROM FR MARK REGARDING
ADORATION HOURS

Over the past few weeks, there have been at least four
separate incidents involving intruders in the church who
have either done some minor vandalism, stolen money and
other items, or frightened persons praying in the chapel or
waiting in the narthex. The last incident, which occurred
two weeks ago about 2:00 PM, resulted in the arrest of at
least one person. To my knowledge, most, if not all, of
these incidents happened on weekends outside of Mass
times when no staff were present on the property.
I have consulted with the Parish Council about this, and
there seems to be a consensus that it is not good to leave
the church open outside of Mass times and during those
times when no staff is on site. Accordingly, with the
Council's approval, I have decided that the church will be
locked on weekends and holidays except during Masses
and any special service or event, e.g., a wedding or funeral.
In other words, the church will be open whenever there is
Mass or some other service or event scheduled and
whenever the parish business offices are open.
I know this is disappointing for you and others who want to
use the chapel on weekends, but I am concerned for the
safety of persons, especially elderly persons, who might
find themselves alone in the building after hours when no
staff are present.

Fr. Mark celebrating the Eucharist,
surrounded by our parish children.

ARCHBISHOP ANSWERS IMPORTANT QUESTIONS
FROM PARISHIONERS

MORE EATS NEWS

More Eats welcomed YAM (Young Adult Ministry) at the
October dinner. Join us November 7th as we welcome the S
Factor.

Archbishop Gregory has published written responses to
several questions regarding the Archdiocese's efforts to
prevent the sexual abuse of children. These responses are
published in the October 4 issue of the Georgia Bulletin.
The Bulletin is available to parishioners in a hard copy or on
-line. The Archbishop will answer additional questions in
forthcoming issues. Visit georgiabulletin.org for more
information.

COFFEE AND DONUT MINISTRY NEWS

There will be no coffee and donuts Sunday Oct 28th due to
the School Open House.

SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed
through the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer
opportunities always available. Archdiocese security
clearance required and provided. Questions? Contact our
Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 or
dmabrock@bellsouth.net.

YAM members enjoying a meal at the October More Eats.

SCHOOL NEWS
FEAST OF FRANCIS OF ASSISI AND THE BLESSING
OF THE PETS
Amongst barks and meows, Father Mark blessed the many
varied pets of the 4th graders on Monday, October 8th.
Mass was celebrated in the morning, so in the afternoon,
4th graders paraded their pets before the Blessing of the
Pets. It is an event anticipated for years by the younger
students!

PLEASE JOIN ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL AS WE
CELEBRATE VETERANS’ DAY!
If you are a veteran, and would like to join us for our
Veterans Day festivities on Monday, November 12th,
please email Emily Carley at emscarley@gmail.com. We will
have a ceremony beginning at 8:30AM, followed by a
reception in Mulhern Hall. We hope you can join us as we
thank you for your service!

FLAG SALES BENEFITTING VETERANS’ EMPOWERMENT ORGANIZATION (VEOHERO.ORG)
Purchase a flag for $2 in honor of a veteran and also have
them represented on the Wall of Honor outside of the
school office. Flags will be displayed on the front lawn
beginning on Thursday, November 1st. Deadline for
purchase is November 5th. Please go to the Parish office
to obtain and return a flag purchase form, along with $2 in
cash or check made payable to the St. Thomas More PTO.
Make sure to fill out the information for the veteran(s) that
you wish to honor and provide us with a non-returnable
photo, if you have one. This fundraiser will raise money for
the Veterans Empowerment Organization, which provides
assistance to homeless veterans. Should you wish to
donate directly to VEO, you may do so via the donation
button on their website, veohero.org. Questions? Please
email Emily Carley at emscarley@gmail.com

COMMUNTIY NEWS
ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL CHORUS CONCERT, OCTOBER 25TH!

The St. Pius X Women’s and Men’s Chorus Ensembles will present their Fall Concert on Thursday, October 25th at 7:00
PM. The Concert will feature a variety of music ranging from the Baroque Period to Folk to Contemporary Pop.
Accompanying the Chorus will be SPX Assistant Band Director, Mr. Ian LaBreck, on trumpet. Enjoy a wonderful evening of
music while supporting the arts in our Atlanta Archdiocese School. Performance at Monsignor Terry W. Young Center at
St. Pius X Catholic High School. For more information go to our website: http://www.spx.org/SPAS.

‘REPAIRING THE WORLD’ PROMOTES CATHOLIC, JEWISH RELATIONS

All are invited to a community-wide conversation on Repairing the World: Finding Unity in our Diversity, featuring Sister
Mary Priniski, O.P., Ph.D and Rabbi Bradley Levenberg. Thurs., Oct. 25, 2018 at Holy Spirit Catholic Church. Visit ajc.org/
atlanta/repairingtheworld2018 to register.

FUNDRAISING EVENT

On Saturday October 27th the Knights of Columbus Assembly 172 will be sponsoring a fundraising event for Will &
Rebecca Dupree. This family lost their home, cars and all personal belongings in a recent fire. Rebecca’s father is an
active member of the Knights of Columbus. The dinner/fundraiser will be held at Holy Cross Parish Hall. (3175 Hathaway
Ct, Atlanta, 30341) The dinner will be Spaghetti, sauce without meat, meatballs, mac and cheese (for kids), salad, garlic
bread, and desserts. Soda, water, wine & beer available. Adults $10.00 - Children 12 and under $5.00. All proceeds will
be given to the family. We urge all Knights of Columbus to come to the aid of this family via prayers, by attending the
dinner or donations can be sent to The Dupree Family, 3678 Pine St, Atlanta, GA 30340.

ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

St. Pius X Catholic High School invites you to attend our annual Open House on Sunday, November 4, 2018 from 1:00 to
4:00 PM. The Open House will feature presentations by President Chad Barwick, Principal Steve Spellman, and Director of
Admissions Aaron Parr at 1:00, 1:45 and 3:00 PM. In addition to campus tours offered by our Student Ambassadors, you
will have an opportunity to enjoy fine arts performances and visit with academic departments and athletic team
representatives. Open House is designed for prospective students, their families, and those in the Catholic community
who wish to become familiar with the Catholic mission at St. Pius X. It is a fabulous day. Please join us! St. Pius X is located
at 2674 Johnson Road, NE Atlanta, Georgia 30345. For more information, visit www.spx.org. Domini Sumus. We are the
Lord's.

