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       RCIA NEWS  
 

October 30 marks the Rite of Acceptance and Welcoming! 

Next Sunday, October 30, at the 9:30 AM 
Mass, the St. Thomas More community 
will acknowledge the women and men 
who are exploring the Catholic faith with 
us and who are taking the first step  
toward Christian initiation — leading to 
full membership in our Church. 

Our inquirers include persons who have 
never been baptized, who in the Rite of 
Acceptance will enter the Order of  
Catechumens. This is the first step on the 
path of discipleship, a path which leads 
to the Easter vigil when the catechumens 
may receive the sacraments of initiation: 
Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist. Other inquirers have been validly 
baptized in another denomination and are now studying the Catholic faith; 
with the Rite of Welcoming, they become candidates, who may receive the 
sacraments of Confirmation and the Eucharist when they are ready. 

We hope that you will pray for our inquirers as they take this important step 
toward becoming catechumens or candidates. Please pray for the St.  
Thomas More RCIA team as well. And if you are present at the 9:30 AM 
mass on October 30, please welcome our new candidates and  
catechumens, both by participating in the Rite and by greeting them after 
the mass. Your hospitality is an important part of this Rite, which is a joyous 
moment as we share our Catholic faith with others! 
 
 
 

      STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT WEEKEND 
 
The weekend of November 5th and 6th will be our Annual Stewardship 
Commitment Weekend.  You will receive a letter from Fr. Mark along with 
the 2016 Annual Report and your 2017 pledge card.  The card is for your 
financial, physical service and most importantly your spiritual commitment 
to St Thomas More.  We ask you to prayerfully consider your commitments 
to St Thomas More.  
 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along 
with all the living and dead.  We encourage  
parishioners to say the names of deceased loved ones 
aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do 
so by the presider.  
 
SUNDAY, October 23, 2016 
8:00 AM   Mildred Jacoby † 
   
MONDAY, October 24, 2016 
5:30 PM   George Lyle † 
 
TUESDAY, October 25, 2016   
5:30 PM    Robert Woodland  † 
  
WEDNESDAY, October 26, 2016 
5:30 PM   Jorge Fernandez † 
  
THURSDAY, October 27, 2016 
5:30 PM   Michael Allain † 
  
FRIDAY, October 28, 2016 
5:30 PM   Thomas K. Mathews †  
 
Pray for those who have died:  
Joseph Tchada 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Bee Runnion 
Patrick Gavin 
 
Pray for those recently baptized:  
Victor Ogenedoro Iroro, son of Obaro & Aghogho  
Iroro 
Emerie O'Shields, daughter of Susan & Joe O'Shields 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte 
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  In  
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the 
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one 
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the 
one to be remembered. 
  
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
 

In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the  
narthex.  Parishioners will remember these each time we 
gather for Eucharist.  

 

Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to  
bulletin@stmga.org.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
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PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

JOIN STM PARISH 
We invite you to join our parish community by registering 
as a parishioner.  By registering, you declare your intention 
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by  
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as  
possible, by participating in our parish programs and  
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by 
financially supporting the parish as much as your means 
allow.  By registering, you also enable us to be of greater 
service to you and to your family. 
 
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org 
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. 
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to 
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during 
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during 
normal business hours.  

 BULLETIN DEADLINE 



FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
I have a dream that one day St. 
Thomas More will become a true 
“stewardship parish.”   By this I 
mean a community in which each 
one of us acknowledges that all that 
we have is gift from God; that God 
gives us gifts so that we might share 
what we have with others; and that 
all STM parishioners will generously 
commit through an annual pledge a 
specified portion of what they have received as gift for 
the support of the  
parish and its work. 
 
In my dream, parish leadership, myself included, will  
apply Ignatius’ presupposition that parishioners are  
always acting in good faith, that parishioners have 
pledged all that they can, and that they will make good on 
their pledges. Therefore, barring unforeseen  
developments and extraordinary circumstances, parish 
leadership will not go back to parishioners asking for a 
further gift to support ordinary parish activities.  One  
annual pledge. No more supplemental fundraising.   
 
(To be sure, some second collections are mandated by 
the Archdiocese, but I hope to minimize, if not eliminate 
altogether, second collections initiated by the parish.) 
 
Then, much as parish families budget based on their  
expected annual income, I dream that parish leadership 
will plan the year’s ministries and activities within the  
limits of the total parish pledge. We would fund parish 
ministries out of pledge revenue, and we would only  
attempt what pledge revenue allows. 
 
And I dream that total parish revenue raised through this 
annual pledge would be sufficient to fully fund the  
programs and activities that the parish decides to  
undertake in any one year.   
 
Yes, this is an ideal, and we are not yet there.  Many  
parish programs do occasional supplemental fundraising 
in the course of the year to meet expenses, but I hope we 
can move closer to this ideal as time passes.  
 
In a couple weeks, STM will kick off its annual parish 
pledge campaign.  Each registered parishioner household 
will receive in the mail a copy of the parish’s annual  
report of parish activities for the past fiscal year, a pledge 
card to complete and return, and a letter from me  
encouraging all parishioners to participate in the annual 
campaign by making a pledge:  
 
 
 
 
 

 First, to participate with the parish community in  
Sunday Eucharist as often as possible during the 
coming year, for Eucharist, together with our  
common Baptism, is what makes us a faith  
community;  

 Second, to participate in service activities,  
parish-sponsored ministries and service activities in 
our own neighborhoods during the coming year, for 
our Sunday worship ought to move us to greater love 
and care for our neighbor; and  

 Third, to contribute financially to the support of  
parish life and works as much as one’s means allows 
during the coming year. 

 
At all the Masses on the weekend of November 5-6, I will 
personally ask parishioners to participate in the pledge 
campaign. 
 
Parish leadership is promoting this annual parish pledge 
program as the primary source of revenue for the parish. 
We want parishioners to pledge an annual financial gift 
equal to the value they place on St. Thomas More and its 
work, to know that we will fund parish activities as much 
as possible from the pledge revenue, and to be confident 
that we are doing what we can to minimize further  
solicitations. 
 
In order to give our parish pledge program a better 
chance to succeed, we are asking any parish group or 
activity that needs parish funds to carefully consider what 
resources it needs during the coming year, to participate 
in the annual budgeting process, and to request from the 
parish what that group or activity needs.  My desire is to 
fully fund that group or activity from the revenue raised 
through the pledge.  If we are not yet in a position to 
eliminate all supplemental fundraising among  
parishioners and school parents, we at least want to be 
able to limit this fundraising to what is absolutely  
necessary. 
 
I will continue to depend on the wise and prudent advice 
of the parish Finance Council as we decide together 
whether and how fast to move in this direction.  Above 
all, the Council and I are committed to preserving the  
fiscal health of the parish.  Ultimately, the success of our 
effort to fund parish operations entirely out of general 
parish revenue will depend on parishioners’ generous 
participation in our annual pledge program. STM  
parishioners have a tradition of generous financial  
support of the parish and active participation in parish 
ministries and programs.  I am confident that I can count 
on your continued generosity.   
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Alex Brown at 912-713-2518 or Kirsten Wehner at  
404-579-0130, or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com  
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

RCIA PROCESS AT STM  
The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) process is open 
to those who have never been baptized (or who were  
baptized in another Christian denomination) and would like to 
learn more about the Catholic faith. Participating in the inquiry 
process does not obligate a person to become a Catholic, but 
of course we want to support anyone who does wish to enter 
the Church. If you are interested, please give us a call or 
email.  The RCIA team will respond to you, let you know about 
the program, and answer any questions you might have. The 
RCIA team would like to get to know you before the process 
starts, so please reach out to us. Our inquiry process will run 
Tuesday evenings until the Easter Vigil. Please send any  
inquiries to Michele McHale Pickard mcp@stmga.org or  
404-378-4588 ext 119. 
 
RCIA needs your support! 
Here’s how the STM Community can support the RCIA  
process: 
•  We need parishioners to act as Sponsors — someone to 
walk this journey one-on-one with an inquirer into our  
Catholic faith. 
•  We also need people to be Dismissal Leaders, to help our 
newcomers “break open the Word” (reflect on the Sunday 
readings) during the 9:30 AM Mass (You don’t have to be a 
Bible! All we ask is for you to share your love of Christ with 
others) 
 
If you’re interested, please contact Carl McColman, Fran 
McColman, or Michele McHale-Pickard, by calling the Church 
Office or emailing rcia@stmga.org.  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Sun Oct 23 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 9:30 PM Chapel 

Sun Oct 23 Rosary 10:30 AM Adoration Chapel 

Sun Oct 23 The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM Parish Library 

Sun Oct 23 Youth Choir Practice 4:00 PM Church  

Sun Oct 23 Youth Group Meeting 6:30 PM Mulhern Hall  

Mon Oct 24 Walking with Purpose 7:00 pm Mulhern Hall  

Tues Oct 25 RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library  

Tues Oct 25 RCIA Class 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM  

Wed Oct 26 Bridge has been cancelled 

Sun Oct 30 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 9:30 PM Chapel 

Sun Oct 30 Rosary 10:30 AM Adoration Chapel 

Sun Oct 30 The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM Parish Library 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and 
in need of the community’s prayers and support. The 
anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard at 
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND 

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at ephilips@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard at 
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring 
to be married at St. Thomas More will be required to  
participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to 
your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with  
funeral planning.  
 

LITURGY NOTES 
The Core of the Mass 
One of the most important shifts needed for many  
Catholics to understand the Eucharistic Prayer revolves 
around the Last Supper narrative or institution narrative. 
Because it recalls the historical basis of the Eucharist itself, 
this part of the recalling of God’s wondrous works has  
naturally become central in our awareness. The problem 
comes when we think of this narrative as a kind of magical 
moment of consecration, viewing the recital of the words 
of Jesus as a magical formula that “brings Christ down  
upon the altar.” 
 
We know that Christ is present already in our midst 
through the assembly, the priest, and the word  
proclaimed, so it is not a matter of Christ coming where he 
was not. We do believe, however, that the bread and wine 
are truly changed into body and blood of Christ, and the 
Eucharistic Prayer is the context of the transformation. 
Rather than choosing one moment over the other, most 
theologians today speak of the whole Eucharistic Prayer as 
consecratory. The prayer is an integral act of praise and 
thanks to God proclaimed over the bread and wine, which 
are thus consecrated and transformed into the body and 
blood of Christ. This perspective puts the institution  
narrative in its proper context, seeing it as part of the 
great prayer rather than as magical words. 
From Worshiping Well, by Lawrence E. Mick. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

 
LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  
 

 Confirmation Registration is open!  Registration is online on our website.  Confirmation will be Thursday, February 23, 
2017—please put it on your calendars now!  The required retreat is Sunday, January 15, 2017 at the Ignatius 
House.  The Confirmation Calendar is now on the website.  

 Confirmation Sacramental preparation years have changed for those attending public school or private secular 
schools: 8th & 9th grades are mandatory attendance/participation. All changes can be found on the Youth Confirma-
tion page on our parish website.   

 Just added—Lifeteen Movie Night—Sunday, Oct. 30th after 5:30 PM mass in the youth room.   

 

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 
 

 Oct. 23— Youth Group dinner and combined meeting with Lifeteen in Mulhern Hall—Save Environment Sunday 

 8th Graders — sign up for the 8th Grade “Lean on Me” Retreat  on the parish website.  

 The Operation Shoebox signup for ages 13 years and older is now on the parish website. 

PARISH GIVING 
In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
Oct 8-9 2016 Offertory  $22,082.51 
Online    $  6,939.71  
Total      $29,022.22  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Arturo Fr. Arturo Sosa, SJ, Elected 31st Superior General 
of the Society of Jesus 
October 14, 2016 - Father Arturo Sosa Abascal, SJ, of  
Venezuela was elected the 31st Superior General of the  
Society of Jesus at the Jesuits' General Congregation 36 (GC 
36) today in Rome. Fr. Sosa is the first Latin American Superior 
General of the Society of Jesus, the largest religious order of 
priests and brothers in the Catholic Church. He succeeds  
Father Adolfo Nicolás, SJ, 80, who resigned last week after 
serving as Superior General since 2008. 
 
Fr. Sosa was born in Caracas, Venezuela, on November 12, 
1948. He entered the Society of Jesus in September 1966 and 
was ordained a priest in 1977. He holds a bachelor's degree 
in philosophy from the Catholic University Andrés Bello in  
Caracas, a bachelor's degree in theology from the Gregorian 
University in Rome and a doctorate in political science from 
the Universidad Central de Venezuela. He was provincial  
superior of the Society of Jesus in Venezuela from 1996 to 
2004. Fr. Sosa speaks Spanish, Italian and English and  
understands French. 
 
Prior to his appointment as provincial, he was in charge of the 
social apostolate of the Jesuits in Venezuela, which includes 
the Jesuit network of schools for the poor, Fe y Alegría. He was 
also head of the Centro Gumilla, the Jesuit-run social and  
action research center. 
 
Fr. Sosa, only the 31st Superior General in the Society's 476-
year history, now leads the 16,740 Jesuits worldwide. This  
includes about 12,000 priests; 1,300 brothers; 2,700  
scholastics; and 753 novices. 
 

What does a skeleton order for dinner?  
 

Spare ribs. 
 

JESUIT NEWS 

 



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
The Thanksgiving food drive for DEAM is coming up. 
November is our month for the Food Drive to benefit  
DEAM, the Decatur Area Emergency Assistance.    
 

DO YOU LIKE TO TAKE PICTURES? 
I need pictures of activities that happen at STM for the  
pictorial directory.  So if you see a good shot of an event, a 
service project, or just a group having fun, grab your  
camera or your phone and take a photo and email it to 
Marie at mdiebold@stmga.org.  All photos will be  
appreciated.  Thanks in advance for your help. 
 

MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST  
All women are invited to the MAGNIFICAT PRAYER  
BREAKFAST on Sat., Nov. 5, 2016, from 9:30 AM-12 PM at 
Holy Cross Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta. 
The guest speaker will be Father Augustine Tran. Breakfast 
reservations are $15 and must be made in advance. Please 
mail check, payable to Magnificat Joyful Visitation, by Oct. 
29 to: Dianne Aube, 317 Shire Way, Lawrenceville, GA 
30044. Check-in is at the door for those with reservations 
only. For information call Dianne Aube at 770-375-8817. 
 
 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP HOME RAFFLE    
We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to all who 
bought raffle tickets after the Masses during the weekend 
of September 17/18 and to those who made a generous 
donation to the home. Thank you, also, to the parishioners 
who helped with the raffle after the Masses.  The proceeds 
far exceeded the expectations of our parish! 

The winner of the $50 drawing for the STM participants 
was Patricia Weaver!  At the auxiliary luncheon on  
Saturday, October 8, when the official drawing and silent 
auction took place, the winners came from other parishes 
but unfortunately, not from ours this year, but your  
contributions were put to very good use. 
 

CRAFT EVENT 
Calling all STM crafters. Mark Dec 3rd on your calendar for 
a craft fair in Mulhern Hall.  The fee for a table is $50.00.  
This fee will go to the STM Youth Groups.  If you are  
interested in obtaining a table please contact Marie 
Diebold at 404-378-4588 X 112 or mdiebold@stmga.org. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

RACISM AND JUSTICE –  YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW  

Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory will lead a workshop entitled, Racism and Justice – Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow on  
Saturday, November 5th from 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM at the Cathedral of Christ the King, 2699 Peachtree Road, Atlanta, GA 
30305. The presenters will include two college professors, a trial lawyer, and an immigration attorney, among others. 

Registration is $10 and includes a hot lunch. Due to limited space, we encourage everyone to register early. 

For more information or to register, please contact Deacon Richard Tolcher (rtolcher@archatl.com) or Imelda Richárd 
(irichard@archatl.com). 
 

2016 FORTUNATE AND FAITHFUL FAMILIES RETREAT 

Fortunate and Faithful Families will host their annual retreat, "Invitation to Mercy," for Catholic parents who love and  
accept their LGBT children on Sunday, November 13 at the Chancery of the Archdiocese of Atlanta, 2401 Lake Park Dr., 
Smyrna 30080.  The retreat will begin with check-in at noon followed by Mass, a presentation by renowned Christian  
ethicist and author David Gushee, a parent/priest dialogue, small group sharing, and will conclude with dinner and  
fellowship from 6-7:00 PM.  Suggested donation is $25pp or $40 per couple.  For registration (by November 6 please!) 
visit ffatl.org or call 770-924-3920.   This is an invitation you do not want to miss! 
 

36TH ANNUAL MARIST HOLIDAY TRADITIONS ARTISAN MARKET 

October 29, 2016 from 9:00 AM until 4:00 PM 
*     More than 260 renowned artisans 
*     Artisan Raffle featuring unique handcrafted items 
*     Cooked Goose Café for traditional luncheon favorites including corn chowder and poppy seed bread 
*     Concession Stand for beverages and snacks 
*     Bake Shop for delicious treat to eat and take home 
*     Complimentary shuttle bus service between Marist and Ashford Green Parking Lot 
$5.00 per person 
**No strollers** 
www.marist.com/holidaytraditions 



PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTIONS 

Universal: Centrality of the Human Person 
That each may contribute to the common good and to 
the building of a society that places the human person 
at the center. 
 

Evangelization: Mission to Evangelize 
That by participating in the Sacraments and meditating 
on Scripture, Christians may become more aware of 
their mission to evangelize. 
 

Please consider adding Pope Francis' intentions to your 
own personal prayer this month.   
 
 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES  

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

SOCIAL OUTREACH PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP RESOURCES FOR STM  

PARISHIONERS 
The Church at the Second Vatican Council urged Catholics "to 
animate the world with the spirit of Christianity," and "to be 
witnesses to Christ in all circumstances and at the very heart 
of the community of mankind."  Catholics, the Council  
declared, have a responsibility to form a political community 
that "operates according to the moral order and is at the  
service of the common good."   
 
There are several resources available to STM parishioners as 
you form your conscience on political and social issues and 
decide how to cast your vote responsibly this November.  
Copies of Ignatian Examen for Civic Life are available in the 
pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.  Also, visit the 
Archdiocesan website www.archatl.com and click on the 
"Catholic Life" tab, and then "Faithful Citizenship." There you 
will find the document, Forming Consciences for Faithful  
Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic 
Bishops of the United States. 

PRINCIPAL OF THE YEAR! 

We are so excited to share with you that our very own Mr. 
Jerry Raymond has been named Principal of the Year in the  
Archdiocese of Atlanta by the Office of Catholic Schools.  The 
announcement came last week following the annual  
principal’s retreat.  He will be honored at the Archbishop’s 
Banquet for Catholic Education in January.  However, in  
traditional STM style, we will be celebrating as a school  
community well before then!  We announced this great 
news to the students and staff on our TNN morning  
broadcast at the school.  The cheers filled the school! 

Please join us in congratulating Mr. Jerry Raymond, our  
beloved principal, on receiving such a well-deserved honor. 
 

2017 STM GALA & AUCTION CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS 

The annual Gala & Auction to benefit STM School will be 
held on Saturday, March 11th, 2017.  The theme is “An 
American in Paris”.  If you’re interested in supporting STM 
School while promoting your business, why not become a 
Corporate Sponsor of the event?  Please contact Tom Burns 
at 404-449-3278 or tomburns2209@gmail.com for more 
information. 


