October 29, 2017/The Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

STM IDENTITY AND MISSION AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW
SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun. 9:00—12:00 Noon
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
Nursery Available during
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

Parishioners can ﬁnd hard copies in the pamphlet racks in the narthex.
Electronic copies are available on-line.
Send Fr. Mark and the Council your comments via email at:
mhorak@stmga.org.

RE-DIGNIFYING THE BODY:
FOUNDATIONS IN CATHOLIC TEACHING
Monday, November 6 at 7 PM, in Mulhern Hall
The human body can be reduced or diminished in a hypersexualized
and ageist culture. How do we reclaim
the dignity of the human person,
a fundamental Catholic social teaching?
This presentation hopes to re-orient and
re-aﬃrm how we envision the body in a
world that is often quick to discard,
reduce, or instrumentalize it.
FREE CHILDCARE available: contact Andy
Otto at aotto@stmga.org.
Our presenter, Cory Andrew Labrecque,
PhD, is Associate Professor of Theological
Ethics and Bioethics, and the inaugural
Chair of Educational Leadership in the
Ethics of Life in the Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies at the
University of Laval in Quebec City, Canada. Previously, Dr Labrecque
served as the Raymond F. Schinazi Scholar in Bioethics and Religious
Thought, and the Director of the Master of Arts in Bioethics Program at
the Center for Ethics at Emory University.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST, ALL SAINTS DAY, IS A
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
Mass Schedule
10/31 Vigil Mass 5:30 PM
11/1
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM (Bus will pick up seniors)
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND, ALL SOULS DAY
(not a Holy Day of Obligation)

Mass 5:30 PM

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
MONDAY, Oct 30 Thomas Mathews †
TUESDAY, Oct 31 Johannes Darmawan †
WEDNESDAY, November 1 Members of STM
THURSDAY, November 2 Lidia Espino †
FRIDAY, November 3 Linda Drury † & Myles Miller †
Pray for those who have died:
Pura Nova, Terry Walters
Pray for those who are sick:
Thomas Mathews, Melissa Mathews
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to
add a name to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be remembered.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon. Oct. 30
Tues. Oct. 31

Walking With Purpose
7:00 PM Mulhern Hall
Renew with Louanne Bachner
1:30 PM Parish Library
RCIA
7:00 PM St. Julie Room

Wed. Nov. 1

Bridge
2:00 PM Parish Library

Thurs. Nov. 2

Adult Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM Choir Room
Rugby
7:00 PM Field

Fri. Nov. 3

S Factor
7:00 PM St. Julie Room

Sat. Nov. 4

Baptism Class
10:00 AM Parish Library

Sun. Nov. 5

The Word with Jerry Pendrick
10:40 AM Parish Library
Meeting Christ in Prayer
3:00 PM Parish Library
CoﬀeeHouse
10:30 AM St. Julie Room
STM Life Groups
1:15 St. Julie Room
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pearl@stmga.org
Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
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Joe Messina, Director of Worship
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JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your
intention to participate actively and meaningfully in our
parish by worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as
often as possible, by participating in our parish
programs and ministries, by doing service in your
neighborhood, and by ﬁnancially supporting the parish
as much as your means allow. By registering, you also
enable us to be of greater service to you and to your
family.
The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex
of the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan
and email it to mdie bold@stmga.org, drop it in the
Oﬀertory basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to
the parish oﬃces during normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
Guest Columnist
Fr. Rudy Casals, S.J.
Hospital Work
Three weeks into my
chaplaincy training at
Georgetown University
Hospital in Washington D.C,
I was paged to a patient’s
room. It was my overnight
shift in the hospital. In
comparison to the hustle and
bustle of the day, the hospital felt eerie and empty at
night. As I got to the ﬂoor, I was relieved to see several
nurses working at the nurse’s station computer, their
faces illuminated by the glow of computer monitors.
“The family wanted a priest,” was all they could tell me.
Before entering the room I said a silent prayer. I had
spent the past three weeks preparing myself emotionally and spiritually for this. In my left hand I carried the
green prayer book carefully bookmarked to the
appropriate page. In my mind, I had rehearsed my
introduction to the patient’s family and friends a
thousand times. Now, I stood outside the door of the
room at the end of the hall. I felt the awkward
nervousness that accompanies wearing a Roman
collar and looking like a priest, while not yet a priest.
This was it. It was my last chance to turn back towards
the nurse’s station, and dial the emergency number
and call for a real priest.
“We are so glad that you are here. He just died,” they
said. The wife and daughter of the patient looked
relived and grateful to see me. I could not stand the
risk of disappointing them, and adding to their
suﬀering. Despite all my preparation and training, I
blurted out “I’m not a priest.” They looked puzzled,
and said “That’s OK. We just need someone to read
the prayers for the commendation of the soul.”
Scrambling to recover, “of course,” I replied. I opened
the book and began to read. My voice was halting and
slow. Their responses to the prayers sounded clear
and ﬁrm. By the time I ﬁnished the grief was plain on
my face. The wife began to reassure me “It’s alright, he
lived to be 92 and it was a good life…” As they went
on, I felt embarrassed. They were now caring for me!
This was not exactly a good start for a ministry that I
was sure God had called me to do.
As former Naval Oﬃcer—known for driving a warship
well under pressure—turned Jesuit, I was drawn to

chaplaincy through the kindness of military chaplains
who helped me during my most diﬃcult times in the
Navy. When I was seventeen, waiting in line for my
ﬁrst military haircut a chaplain just came up to me
and started talking to me. I don’t remember what he
said, but I remember thinking “nice guy”, and feeling a
bit relieved to have a friendly face as I charged into
bootcamp. I also remember the chaplain’s great care
in delivering the news of my grandmother’s death
while stationed in Japan over seven thousand miles
from my family. Now, as a priest, I am inspired to provide the same type of help to people in their darkest
moments.
I admit that it is hard to know what to say in these
situations; what’s helpful in one situation may not be
helpful in the next situation.
Sometimes, a prayer from the heart is most needed,
other times, when words fail, we borrow the Church’s
words found in rites and rituals.
Each hospital room is a world, and each person a
mystery. And sometimes, despite your best eﬀorts,
you wind up caring for each other in these situations.
I hope to continue learning and growing by accompanying you, the parishioners at St. Thomas Moore,
through the joys and the hopes, the griefs and the
anxieties of life here in Decatur. Becoming a priest
has been one of the greatest joys of my life. It is a
pleasure to be sharing with you.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.

LITURGY & WORSHIP
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist
in the STM chapel Mon thru Sat from 9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.
To become a scheduled guardian, please contact :

LITURGICAL SIGN-UP DAY
Please stop by the table in the narthex to sign up to
become a Lector, Eucharistic Minister, Altar Server, or
Sacristan. For more information, contact Joe Messina at
jmessina@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 x120.

ALL SAINTS AND ALL SOULS DAY
Wednesday, Nov. 1, All saints Day, is a Holy day of Obligation
Mass Schedule 10/31 Vigil Mass 5:30 PM
11/1 9:00 AM (School Mass); 12:15 PM
6:00 PM (Bus will pick up seniors)
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND, ALL SOULS DAY
(not a Holy Day of Obligation) Mass 5:30 PM

PARISH FINANCES

MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”
FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)
YOUNG ADULT RETREAT
From Here to There: Life on the Move with Christ –
November 4, 9 AM-3 PM
Find time to reﬂect on these questions with your peers at
this year’s YAM retreat on the beautiful grounds of Ignatius House in Sandy Springs. Contact aotto@stmga.org to
register ($10 fee).

NOVEMBER
SERVICE EVENT
Join us on Nov. 11
for a Thanksgiving
service event with
Open Hand Atlanta. Spots are limited so RSVP today!
RSVP: email Emily Giese at ekgiese@gmail.com
When: November 11, 11-3 PM Where: 181 Armour Dr NE
Atlanta, GA 30324

#IGIVECATHOLIC
Did you know that #iGiveCatholic is the ﬁrst ever day of
Catholic Giving in our nation? We at St. Thomas More are
excited to be part of this new tradition! Support our parish
beginning Tuesday, Nov. 28th from 12:01 AM to 11:59 PM at
iGiveCatholic.org. All donations collected during this 24 hour
period of giving will beneﬁt our youth mission trip scheduled
for summer of 2018. Please visit https://igive catholic.org/ for
more information.

SECOND COLLECTION
The second collection on November 4—
4—5 will be in support
of the Archdiocese of Atlanta Seminarians. We are blessed in
this archdiocese with men who are responding to a call for
priestly service to the people of God. Though this generous
gift of God is a blessing for this Archdiocese, it does pose a
challenge to us. These men need both our ﬁnancial support
and our prayers. Please give generously to the Archdiocesan
Seminarians’ Collection next weekend.
The second collection on November 1111-12 will be to
purchase ﬂowers for our Christmas liturgies.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119; Edge & Life Teen contact: teens@stmga.org Religious Education contact mcp@stmga.org

EDGE:
EDGE APOSTLES Do you have what it takes to lead?
Advisory board: http://www.signupge nius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-edge13
Required fund raiser for mission or summer camp: donut duty:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094cadad23a02-201718
Youth dinners: Each family is expected to supply dinner one time during the school year.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054fa4a72ba13-sunday1/2074376

LIFETEEN:
Do you have a desire to lead?
LTLC wants you! www.SignUpGe nius.com/go/20F0D4AA8AC2CA46-lifeteen2
Youth Dinners: Each family is expected to supply dinner one time during the school year.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054fa4a72ba13-sunday1/2074376
IF you are going on Mission trip: Required fund raisers for CHWC mission trip
donut duty: http://www.signupge nius.com/go/805094cadad23a02-201718
Monthly babysitting: You are required to participate in monthly babysitting once during the school year:
Oct: http://www.signupge nius.com/go/20f0c49a4a922ab9-fundraising6

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Nov. 5,12 - Classes

SCHOOL NEWS
ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL
SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
St. Thomas More School will host an Open House for the parents of all prospective students in
Kindergarten through 8th Grade on Sunday, November 12, 2017 2:00 -3:30 PM
Come see for yourself what puts a smile on our students’ faces and hear about our traditions
and values. You’ll have the opportunity to meet our Faculty and Staﬀ and learn more about how
we can provide your child with a faith-ﬁlled and academically challenging education.

School Tours will be held on November 14 & 16, and November 28 & 30
at 8:15 AM and 9:15 AM For more information, contact Eileen Maron by phone at
404-373-8456 or by email at EKM@stmga.org.
STM is celebrating over 65 years of excellence in education!
STM School students participated in Field Day activities
throughout the campus on Friday, October 23rd.

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
STM AIDS MINISTRY
The STM AIDS Ministry is looking for volunteers to prepare and serve dinners at the Gift of Grace House, run by the Missionaries of Charity. Meal coverage is on Sundays and Thursdays. We are also gearing up to spread some holiday cheer
at Jerusalem House! For more information, please contact Jen Dalmy, je ngosse tt@gmail.com

PARISH LIFE
SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, , twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months – preschool (including all 4 yr olds,
some of whom may be enrolled in Religious Educ., held between the 9:30 & noon masses)
The Nursery is available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have
your child(ren) join us each week! You can focus on mass while they have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed
through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available; Archdiocese security clearance required and
provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE FOR DEAM
November is the month for our big, annual Food Drive to beneﬁt DEAM, the Decatur Area Emergency Ministry. We are
celebrating our 40th anniversary on Nov. 15th. STM is one of 21 local churches who support this valuable ministry to
our neighbors in need. The items we need most are: grape or strawberry jelly, canned greens, soup of any kind, small
boxes of Jiﬀy corn bread mix. We always need toiletries BUT we welcome all contributions.
For more information, please contact Mary Moore (404-378-3264) or www.de amde catur.org

WELCOME TO ST. THOMAS MORE
Micheal and Helena Adane
Walter and Sarah Aﬁeld
Brendan and Melissa Andrew
Thomas and Cathy Caul
John and Rebecca Cayangyang
Willard and Meghan Davidson
Taylor and Madeline Dawsey
Mary Evans and Geoﬀrey Kamau
Melissa Fishbein
Erin Fitzpatrick

Alienor Gilchrist
Julie Gipe
Emily Glaser
James Grimes
Joann Harry
Michael and Ji-Young Lee
Zachary Leitgeb
Susan Maloney and Alden Henderson
Brooke Miers
Gino and Joy Miraglia

Robin Murphy
Sunny and Christy Onyeabor
Lisa Presti and Matthew Hodgson
Emily Rakoczy
Leslie Richardson
Michael and Kimberly Stittsworth
Callie Tabor
Richard and Nina Taylor
Nina Witkofsky
James and Kristen Woodrum

CHANGE IN DATE—MORE EATS
Change in date for November—More Eats will be held on Nov 8th in Mulhern Hall.

CHANGE IN DATE—NOVEMBER CANCER SEWING GROUP
Change in date for November—The Cancer Sewing Group will meet on Nov 9th in the St. Julie Room.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
RE is looking for an additional lead teacher and aide for the 2nd grade. Contact Mrs. McP (mcp@stmga.org) if you feel
called to this important ministry!

SOCIAL TOUCH RUGBY GAME NOW TWICE A MONTH
Every 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month at 7 PM at St. Thomas More School playing ﬁeld.
Drinks afterwards at the Marlay down the road. All levels of ﬁtness and teens to seniors welcome.
No prior experience playing Touch Rugby is needed! Guaranteed fun! For more info contact JP & Lucy O'Donoghue
(jpandlucy@gmail.com).

PLEASE JOIN ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL AS WE CELEBRATE VETERANS DAY!
If you are a veteran, and would like to join us for our Veterans Day festivities on Friday, November 10th, please email
Emily Carley at emscarley@gmail.com. We will have a ceremony beginning at 8 AM on the front lawn, followed by a reception
in Mulhern Hall. After the reception, we invite you to visit the classrooms and talk to the students about your time in
the military. We hope you can join us as we thank you for your service!

FLAG SALES BENEFITTING TOP DOGG K9 FOUNDATION:
Purchase a ﬂag for $2 in honor of a veteran. Flags will be displayed on the front lawn beginning on Wednesday,
November 1. Names of the honored veterans will also be displayed in the narthex. Please go to the Parish oﬃce to
obtain and return a ﬂag purchase form, along with $2 in cash or a check made payable to the St. Thomas More PTO. If
you have more than one veteran to honor, please send in multiple forms (one check is okay). Deadline for purchase
is Monday, November 6. This fundraiser will raise money to help train a service dog for a disabled veteran through the
Top Dogg K9 Foundation located in Lilburn. In addition, a web based donor box is available if you’d like to make an
additional donation to the organization. Use the link below to make an online contribution.
https://donorbox.org/stthomasmore

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
RCIA NEWS: THIS SUNDAY WE CELEBRATE THE RITE OF ACCEPTANCE AND WELCOMING!
This Sunday, October 29, at the 9:30 AM Mass, the St. Thomas More community acknowledges the women and men who
are exploring the Catholic faith with us and who are taking the ﬁrst step toward Christian initiation — leading to full
membership in our Church.
Our inquirers includes persons who have never been baptized, who in the Rite of Acceptance will enter the Order of Catechumens — the ﬁrst step on the path of discipleship, a path which leads to the Easter vigil when the catechumens may
receive the sacraments of initiation: Baptism, Conﬁrmation, and the Eucharist. Other inquirers have been validly baptized in another denomination, and who are now studying the Catholic faith; with the Rite of Welcoming, they become
candidates, who may receive the sacraments of Conﬁrmation and the Eucharist when they are ready.
We hope that you will pray for our inquirers as they take this important step toward becoming catechumens or candidates. Please pray for the St. Thomas More RCIA team as well. And if you are present at the 9:30 Mass on October 29,
please welcome our new candidates and catechumens, both by participating in the Rite and by greeting them after the
Mass. Your hospitality is an important part of this Rite, which is a joyous moment as we share our Catholic faith with
others!

NOTE CORRECTED DATE—
STM PARISH WOMAN'S ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT
It’s that time of year again! Advent by Candlelight year 3!
Monday, Dec 4th, 77-9 PM Sign up link will be forthcoming! It will be hosted this year by Sara Otto. you can reach her:
sotto@ignatiushouse.org

STM COFFEEHOUSE - NOVEMBER 5
Advance Care Planning from a Catholic Perspective: An Act of Love and A Spiritual Practice
Do your loved ones know how you want to be cared for if you are incapacitated? Advance care planning is the process of
establishing a health care surrogate, living will and/or advance care directives. This Coﬀeehouse will help you to
complete these documents in light of the life-giving teachings of the Catholic Church. Aside from the practical necessity
for these documents, your advance care planning will be of comfort to your family in a time of stress and the process
can also act as a spiritual practice—reorienting one to the most important things in life. St. Julie Room, after the
9:30 AM Mass.
ARE YOU SEEKING FRIENDSHIPS AND A SPACE TO EXPLORE YOUR FAITH?
In January we will be introducing STM Life Groups, small Christian communities that will
meet in people’s homes for a period of 10 weeks. Life Groups will be a sacred space to
pray and share about the questions of faith and life. They will most importantly build
fellowship, friendships, and vulnerability with one another. Groups can vary in theme or
demographic (social justice, scripture, men, women, couples, parents, young adults, etc.).
Stay tuned for more in the coming months.
Become a Life Group facilitator and help our community grow together. Small group
facilitation experience not required! Training will be provided. Contact Andy Otto
(aotto@stmga.org) to learn more or attend an info session:
• Sunday, November 5, 1:15 PM in the Julie Room

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
CATHOLICS AND LUTHERANS TO GATHER FOR SHARED PRAYER
The year 2017 marks the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation led by Martin Luther and the nailing of his
95 Theses on the doors of Wittenberg Cathedral in Germany. “That they may be one,” these words of Jesus are an
ecumenical imperative to pray and work together for the Church’s unity. Therefore 2017 represents for Catholics and
Lutherans a privileged occasion to live the faith more authentically, in order to rediscover the Gospel together, and to
seek and witness to Christ with renewed vigor. In the spirit of prayer and thanksgiving, repentance and common witness,
Catholics and Lutherans and others of good faith are invited to gather in The Cathedral of Christ the King (2699
Peachtree Road, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30305) on Tuesday, Oct. 31st at 7:00 PM.
Lutheran Bishop Julian Gordy of the ELCA Southeastern Synod will join Archbishop Wilton Gregory for a special
ecumenical service “Common Prayer – From Conﬂict to Communion, Lutheran-Catholic Common Commemoration of the
Reformation in 2017” created by the Pontiﬁcal Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity and the Lutheran World
Federation. A reception will follow in Kenny Hall.
For questions or further information, please contact Fr. Paul Burke at (404) 904-2843.

