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  STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT WEEKEND 
Your letter from Fr. Mark should soon arrive in your mailbox. Please take some 
time to read the 2016 Annual Report.  Also, complete the 2017 pledge card and 
bring it to mass on our annual commitment weekend, which will be November 5th 
and 6th.  Your financial donation supports the administration and upkeep of the 
church, provides religious education for adults and children, many activities like the 
music and liturgy program and also allows opportunities to help those in need.  We 
ask you to prayerfully consider your commitments to St Thomas More. 
 

    FEED THE HUNGRY - VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
So that we might be able to offer food and drink to hungry persons who 
come to our parish door, we are asking parishioners to prepare individual 
and family-sized bagged lunches and deliver these to the parish offices for 
distribution as needed.  We need several bagged lunches to start this new 
program.  If you are interested in helping, pick up an empty bag in the  
narthex after Mass this weekend (there are only a limited number of bags 
available) and follow the instructions that are attached to each bag. 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along 
with all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to 
say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the 
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.  
 
SUNDAY, October 30, 2016 
8:00 AM  Unborn † 
   
MONDAY, October 31, 2016 
5:30 PM   Johannes Darmawan † 
 
TUESDAY, November 1, 2016   
5:30 PM   The members of STM    
7:00 PM   The members of STM 
  
WEDNESDAY, November 2, 2016 
5:30 PM   The members of STM 
7:00 PM   All Souls Mass  
  
THURSDAY, November 3, 2016 
5:30 PM   Filip Dovkovic 
  
FRIDAY, November 4, 2016 
5:30 PM   Eleanor Dudasko †  
 
Pray for those who have died:  
Mary Kay O'Malley 
Damien Schaefer 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Jeanmarie Chudzik 
 
Pray for those recently baptized:  
Phillip Bruno Bialek, son of David & Stephanie Bialek 
Ella Katrine Kornegay, daughter of Michael and  
Victoria Kornegay 
Anthony Mark Sirigano, son of Matthew & Rachel  
Sirigano 
Joseph Ray Lanier, son of John & Chantel Lanier 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Col-
lins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  In order to 
add a name to these lists, you must be either the person 
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be  
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to 
be remembered. 

The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be men-
tioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General Interces-
sions and will be published in the parish eLetter and bulletin 
as  soon as  possible after we receive the request. 
 

In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the  
narthex.  Parishioners will remember these each time we 
gather for Eucharist.  

Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to  
bulletin@stmga.org.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 
 
Shelly and Shon Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators  
rcia@stmga.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

JOIN STM PARISH 
We invite you to join our parish community by registering 
as a parishioner.  By registering, you declare your intention 
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by  
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as  
possible, by participating in our parish programs and  
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by 
financially supporting the parish as much as your means 
allow.  By registering, you also enable us to be of greater 
service to you and to your family. 
 
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org 
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. 
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to 
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during 
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during 
normal business hours.  

 BULLETIN DEADLINE 



FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
As election day approaches, we 
know that we have not been at our 
best during this campaign.   
Nevertheless, I hope that  
parishioners have not been so 
soured that they decide to stay 
home this election.  However  
discouraged we may feel by the 
poor quality of the present political 
discourse, we still have a  
responsibility with other citizens to create a society that 
respects the dignity of each individual and serves the 
common good.  This includes the responsibility to choose 
civic leaders who will serve these ends.   
 
Although the Church and the political community are  
autonomous and independent of each other in their  
respective fields (Vatican Council II, The Church in the 
Modern World, para.76), we also believe that political  
authority must be exercised within the limits of the  
Gospel (The Church in the Modern World , para.74).  
Therefore, we ought to attend to the Church’s rich social 
teaching as we decide how to cast our vote.  This  
teaching can be summarized as follows: 
 
Life and Dignity of the Human Person 
 
The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred 
and that the dignity of the human person is the  
foundation of a moral vision for society. We believe that 
every person is precious, that people are more important 
than things, and that the measure of every institution is 
whether it threatens or enhances the life and dignity of 
the human person.  This belief is the foundation of all the 
principles of our social teaching. 
 
Call to Family, Community, and Participation 
 
Each person is not only sacred but also social. How we 
organize our society—in economics and politics, in law 
and policy—directly affects human dignity and the  
capacity of individuals to grow in community. Marriage 
and the family are the central social institutions that must 
be supported and strengthened, not undermined. We 
believe people have a right and a duty to participate in 
society, seeking together the common good and  
well-being of all, especially the poor and vulnerable. 
 
Rights and Responsibilities 
 
The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be 
protected and a healthy community can be achieved only 
if human rights are protected and responsibilities are 
met. Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to 
life and a right to those things required for human  
decency. Corresponding to these rights are duties and 
responsibilities--to one another, to our families, and to 
the larger society. 

 
 
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 
 
A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members 
are faring. In a society marred by deepening divisions 
between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of 
the Last Judgment (Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put 
the needs of the poor and vulnerable first. 
 
The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers 
 
The economy must serve people, not the other way 
around. Work is more than a way to make a living; it is a 
form of continuing participation in God’s creation. If the 
dignity of work is to be protected, then the basic rights of 
workers must be respected—the right to productive 
work, to decent and fair wages, to the organization and 
joining of unions, to private property, and to economic 
initiative. 
 
Solidarity 
 
We are one human family whatever our national, racial, 
ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. We are our 
brothers’ and sisters’ keepers, wherever they may be. At 
the core of the virtue of solidarity is the pursuit of justice 
and peace. The Gospel calls us to be peacemakers. Our 
love for all our sisters and brothers demands that we 
promote peace in a world surrounded by violence and 
conflict. 
 
Care for God's Creation 
 
We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship 
of creation. Care for the earth is not just an Earth Day 
slogan, it is a requirement of our faith. We are called to 
protect people and the planet, living our faith in  
relationship with all of God’s creation.  
 
For more on these seven themes, go to: www.usccb.org.  
I also encourage parishioners to use the Ignatian Examen 
for Civic Life which can be found either in the pamphlet racks 
in the narthex of the church or at:   
ignatiansolidarity.net/ignatian-examen-for-civic-life/. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 

 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Alex Brown at 912-713-2518 or Kirsten Wehner at  
404-579-0130, or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com  
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

RCIA PROCESS AT STM  
The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) process is open 
to those who have never been baptized (or who were  
baptized in another Christian denomination) and would like 
to learn more about the Catholic faith. Participating in the 
inquiry process does not obligate a person to become a 
Catholic, but of course we want to support anyone who does 
wish to enter the Church. If you are interested, please give us 
a call oremail.  The RCIA team will respond to you, let you 
know about the program, and answer any questions you 
might have. The RCIA team would like to get to know you  
before the process starts, so please reach out to us. Our in-
quiry process will run Tuesday evenings until the Easter Vigil. 
Please send any inquiries to Michele McHale Pickard 
mcp@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 ext 119. 
 
RCIA needs your support! 
Here’s how the STM Community can support the RCIA  
process: 
•  We need parishioners to act as Sponsors — someone to 
walk this journey one-on-one with an inquirer into our  
Catholic faith. 
•  We also need people to be Dismissal Leaders, to help our 
newcomers “break open the Word” (reflect on the Sunday 
readings) during the 9:30 AM Mass (You don’t have to be a 
Bible! All we ask is for you to share your love of Christ with 
others) 
 
If you’re interested, please contact Carl McColman, Fran 
McColman, or Michele McHale-Pickard, by calling the Church 
Office or emailing rcia@stmga.org.  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Sun Oct 30 Rosary 10:30 AM Adoration Chapel 

Sun Oct 30 The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM Parish Library 

Mon Oct 31  Walking with Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern Hall  

Tues Nov 1 RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library  

Tues Nov 1 RCIA Class 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM  

Wed Nov 2 Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library 

Thurs Nov 3 Joy of the Gospel book study  7:00 PM 

Fri Nov 4 S Factor Movie Night 7:00 PM St. Julie Room 

Sun Nov 6 Rosary 10:30 AM Adoration Chapel 

Sun Nov 6 The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM Parish Library 

Sun Nov 6 STM School Open House 2:00 PM 

Sun Nov 6 Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and 
in need of the community’s prayers and support. The 
anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard at 
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND 

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at ephilips@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard at 
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring 
to be married at St. Thomas More will be required to  
participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to 
your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with  
funeral planning.  
 

LITURGY NOTES 
This coming week we celebrate the Solemnity of All 
Saints, remembering all the saints known and unknown 
to us who enjoy the glory of heaven. In the Gospel  
account on this day we hear the Beatitudes, which are 
guidelines for true joy and the attainment of sanctity in 
our Christian lives. We hear how to live lives of holiness 
so that we may attain happiness in this life, but even 
more happiness in the next life as we strive to likewise 
be numbered among all the saints in heaven. 
  
The day after All Saints we observe the Commemorate 
the Faithful Departed (All Souls). 
 
All Souls’ Day is unique on the liturgical calendar. Neither 
a solemnity nor a feast, this commemoration outranks 
other feasts and even takes the place of a Sunday in  
Ordinary Time (should this commemoration fall on a 
Sunday). Prayer for the dead the reaches deep into our  
human history, and it has been our custom from the 
earliest days of the church. The belief that our prayers 
can be of assistance to the dead is a treasured tenet of 
our Catholic faith. We profess it every time we recite the  
Nicene Creed: I look forward to the resurrection of the 
dead / and life of the world to come. 
From Sourcebook for Sundays and Seasons by LTP  
Publications 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

 
LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  
 

 Confirmation Registration is open!  Registration is on the parish website.  Confirmation will be Thursday, Feb. 23, 2017—
please put it on your calendars now!  The required retreat is Sunday, Jan. 15, 2017 at the Ignatius House. The  
Confirmation Calendar is on the website.  

 November Lifeteen dinner and meeting is Nov. 6th & 13th from 6:30 - 8:30 PM.   

 XLT – Tuesday, Nov. 8th at All Saints. The signup link is on the parish website. 

 Girls and Guys bible study for EDGE and Lifeteen signup links are now available on the parish website. 

 

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 
 

 The Operation Christmas Child Shoebox signup for Nov. 22 for ages 13 years and older is now on the parish website. 

 Adoration in the AM — Nov. 3. 

 Next EDGE dinner and meeting is Nov. 6th from 6:30 - 8:30 PM. 

 XLT and Girls and Guys bible study signup links are on the parish website. 

PARISH GIVING 
In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
Oct. 15-16 2016 Offertory $ 15,636,.76 
Online    $ 12,414.71  
Total      $ 28,051.47  
 

 

SECOND COLLECTION NOTICE 
The second collection on Nov. 5-6 will be in support of 
the Archdiocese of Atlanta Seminarians. We are blessed 
in this archdiocese with over 40 men who are respond-
ing to a call for priestly service to the people of God. 
These men need both our financial support and our 
prayers.  

 

 

ATTENTION:  For those with their college age family  
members.  I spoke with the company and Re:Member  
Directory has extended our schedule.  They will be taking 
photos on Friday Nov 25 and Saturday Nov 26th.  Stop by 
the parish office to make your appointment. 
 
If you need to cancel or reschedule your photo  
appointment you will need to contact the company at  
866-557-2253. 
 
If you haven't signed up to have your photo taken for the 
new parish directory, it is not too late!  You will receive a free 
(totally free) 8 x 10 photo.  Please come into the parish 
office to make your appointment for your photo. The office 
is open from 9 AM to 4 PM Monday thru Friday and from 9 
AM to noon on Sunday.   The dates for the photos are the 
weekdays will be scheduled from 2:30 to 9 PM.  The  
remaining dates for photos are Nov. 11th, 21st, 22nd and 
25th. 
 
Saturday dates are Nov.12th, 19th and Nov. 26th from 
10:00 AM to 4:30 PM.  We are using the Re:Member  
Directory Company.  Please remember, if you want to add  
multi-generational or additional family photos, book an  
adjoining additional time slot.  Also please allow at least an 
hour for your session and possibly longer if you are doing 
multi-generational photos. 
 
Any questions? Contact Marie at mdiebold@stmga.org or 
call 404-378-4588 X 112 

 

PARISH REMINDER 

 

Q: Why is Superman’s costume so tight? 

A: Because he wears a size “S”.  



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 
THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE FOR DEAM  
The food drive to benefit DEAM (Decatur Area Emergency 
Assistance Ministry) is during the month of November. St. 
Thomas More is one of 21 local churches who support this 
valuable ministry to our neighbors in need. The Pantry 
items we need most are: cans of beef stew; soups of any 
kind, especially chunky chicken, cream soups, and hearty 
soups; pasta sides such as hamburger helper, suddenly 
salad, etc.; 1 lb. packages of yellow rice; 1 qt. packages of 
dry milk; toilet tissue; bar soap; deodorant; toothpaste. For 
more info, contact Mary Moore mshmoore37@gmail.com
   

HELPERS NEEDED 
The changing of the missals will take place Tuesday,  
Nov. 22nd at 11:00 AM. If you are able to help, please  
contact Joe Messina at 404-378-4588 X 120 or  
jmessina@stmga.org 

ENHANCE YOUR LANGUAGES SKILLS 

Are you interested in enhancing your Spanish while helping 
others learn English? We are looking for people who would 
be interested in tutoring English and would get Spanish 
lessons in exchange. Please contact Patricia Derrico  
patriciaderrico@gmail.com for more information.  
 

MEDICARE OPEN ENROLLMENT 

Oct. 15th - Dec. 7th 
Sign up now to review your Medicare options for 2017 
This is a FREE service for all parishioners, family and 
friends! 
*      What are the NEW plans for 2017? 

*      Are you in the best plan for you? 
*      Compare your existing plan to all new plans being 
offered for 2017. 
Call to schedule your review: 470-210-4411 

 

SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS MASSES 

The Solemnity of All Saints is a Holy Day of Obligation. 
Masses will be celebrated according to the following  
schedule: Monday, Oct. 31st 5:30 PM in the Church.  
Tuesday, Nov. 1 9:00 AM School Mass, 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM. 
 

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE 

Fr. Mark, Fr. Pat and the parish of St. Thomas More invite 
you to attend our annual Mass of Remembrance when we 
will remember the faithful departed of the last year.  The  
Mass will be celebrated on Wednesday, Nov. 2 at 7:00 PM. 
 

KNOW MORE: 2016 ELECTION INFO SESSION 

Join us on Wednesday, Nov. 2, at 7:00 PM in Mulhern Hall 
for a non-partisan information session about 2016 election 
issues and initiatives that will be on the November ballot.  
This session will cover a wide range of topics, including the 
electoral college and how it works, local ballot initiatives, 
roll off voting, and proposed local and State legislation. 
 
The conversation will be led by STM parishioner, Tracy Hart 
who’s research and academic areas of interest include 
American political institutions, the American presidency, 
political theory, and American civil religion. 
 
If you would like to attend and have a specific question  
related to the upcoming election, please email your  
question in advance to Tracy at:  harttracyd@gmail.com 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

PARKINSON’S DISEASE SUPPORT GROUP 

A Parkinson's Disease (PD) support group meets the second Monday of the month at North Decatur United Methodist 
Church, 1523 Church Street, Decatur. Share PD resources, exercise classes, and mutual support. For more information, 
contact Marian at: 404-293-9504. 
 

MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST  

All women are invited to the MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST on Sat., Nov. 5, 2016, from 9:30 AM-12 PM at Holy Cross 
Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta. The guest speaker will be Father Augustine Tran. Breakfast reservations 
are $15 and must be made in advance. Please mail check, payable to Magnificat Joyful Visitation, by Oct. 29 to: Dianne 
Aube, 317 Shire Way, Lawrenceville, GA 30044. Check-in is at the door for those with reservations only. For information 
call Dianne Aube at 770-375-8817. 
 

ALL SOULS DAY OF REFLECTION 

Wed., Nov. 2; 9:00 AM -3:00 PM; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700 Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. Plan to spend a 
day in prayer and reflection for all those near to your heart that have gone home to the Lord. There will be times of  
silence and rest, a meal, and beautiful grounds to wander. Contact: 404-255-0503 or www.ignatiushouse.org to register.  
 
 



PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTIONS 

Universal: Centrality of the Human Person 
That each may contribute to the common good and to 
the building of a society that places the human person 
at the center. 
 

Evangelization: Mission to Evangelize 
That by participating in the Sacraments and meditating 
on Scripture, Christians may become more aware of 
their mission to evangelize. 
 

Please consider adding Pope Francis' intentions to your 
own personal prayer this month.   
 
 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES  

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

SOCIAL OUTREACH PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP RESOURCES FOR STM  

PARISHIONERS 
The Church at the Second Vatican Council urged Catholics "to 
animate the world with the spirit of Christianity," and "to be 
witnesses to Christ in all circumstances and at the very heart 
of the community of mankind."  Catholics, the Council  
declared, have a responsibility to form a political community 
that "operates according to the moral order and is at the  
service of the common good."   
 
There are several resources available to STM parishioners as 
you form your conscience on political and social issues and 
decide how to cast your vote responsibly this November.  
Copies of Ignatian Examen for Civic Life are available in the 
pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.  Also, visit the 
Archdiocesan website www.archatl.com and click on the 
"Catholic Life" tab, and then "Faithful Citizenship." There you 
will find the document, Forming Consciences for Faithful  
Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic 
Bishops of the United States. 

 
Visit archatl.com/catholic-life/faithful-citizenship to 
watch a new video series that serves as a tool to 
help Catholics prepare in this election season. 

STM EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 

We are pleased to announce that Andy Scantlebury was 
chosen by his peers as the 2016 STM Employee of the Year. 
Mr. Scantlebury will be recognized at the Archbishop’s  
Banquet for Catholic Education on January 28, 2017.  Mr. S, 
as he’s lovingly known at STM, is an exemplary teacher who 
inspires and motivates his students to strive for excellence 
in everything that they do. Congratulations Mr. Scantlebury! 
 

2017 STM GALA & AUCTION CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS 

The annual Gala & Auction to benefit STM School will be 
held on Saturday, March 11th, 2017.  The theme is “An 
American in Paris”.  If you’re interested in supporting STM 
School while promoting your business, why not become a 
Corporate Sponsor of the event?  Please contact Tom Burns 
at 404-449-3278 or tomburns2209@gmail.com for more 
information. 
 

UPCOMING SCHOOL EVENTS 

11/6 – Veterans Day tribute / School Open House Reminder 
11/13 – Bake Sale      
11/20 – Bake Sale 
11/27 – Principal’s Coffee Talk 
 

 

 


