November 4, 2018—31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon
SCHOOL
404-373-8456

EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

We are Here to Listen
and Take Action.
You Matter. You are Family.
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline

1-888-437-0764

NATIONAL VOCATION AWARENESS WEEK
If you, or someone you know, has ever considered serving God’s
people, the Church, as a Jesuit, then the Society of Jesus invites
you to pray and discern if your passions and desires may lead
you to a life with us. For almost 500 years Jesuits have been
serving the Church as “men on mission.” Through prayer, we
aim to orient our own passions and desires with God’s desires
for the Church and the world. To explore if God is calling you to
serve in Christ’s mission as a Jesuit priest or brother, please visit
our Vocation Website BeAJesuit.org. We are ready to help you to
discern our Jesuit life.

STM GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP HONORING THE VETERANS
The next Grief Support Group will
meet on Monday, Nov. 5th at 7:00
PM in the Family Room.

You are invited to attend the
Veterans’ Ceremony following the
5:30 PM Saturday mass on Nov.
10th. Location will be in the
narthex and outside under the
portico. A short reception will
follow the ceremony

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
Monday, Nov. 5

Fritz Sauckel †
Eleanor Dudasko †

Tuesday, Nov. 6

John Zachary †
Blanche Barton †

Wednesday, Nov. 7

Priests
David Busken †

Thursday, Nov. 8

Reparation of Abortion

Friday, Nov. 9

Andrea Catroppa
Grace Campione †
Theresa Parassery †

Pray for those who are sick:
Lisa Adornetto, sister of Caroline Caudill

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

JOIN OUR PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish
offices during normal business hours.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Fr. Paul Rourke, S. J., Parochial Vicar
paul.rourke@gmail.com
Carol Palmer, Busine ss Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Re ligious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist
pweaver@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie
Whitcomb

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., Nov. 5

STM Grief Support Group—7:00 PM—Family Room
Walking with Purpose—7:00 PM—Mulhern Hall

Tues., Nov. 6

Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library
MORE Youth to XLT—6:30 PM
Just Faith—7:00 PM—Parish Library

Wed., Nov. 7

MORE Eats—6:00 PM—Mulhern Hall
YAM Leadership Meeting—6:30 PM—Family Room
Knights of Columbus 4th Degree Meeting—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Thurs., Nov. 8

Class: Ignatian Foundations—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room
Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Church

Fri., Nov. 9

S Factor Tai Chi—10:30 AM—Church

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…

Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

As election day approaches, we know
that we have not been at our best
during this campaign. Nevertheless, I
hope that parishioners have not
been so soured that they decide to
stay home this election. However
discouraged we may feel by the poor
quality of the present political
discourse, we still have a
responsibility with other citizens to
create a society that respects the
dignity of each individual and serves the common good.
This includes the responsibility to choose civic leaders who
will serve these ends.

A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members
are faring. In a society marred by deepening divisions
between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the
Last Judgment (Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put the
needs of the poor and vulnerable first.

Although the Church and the political community are
autonomous and independent of each other in their
respective fields (Vatican Council II, The Church in the
Modern World, para.76), we also believe that political
authority must be exercised within the limits of the Gospel
(The Church in the Modern World, para.74). Therefore, we
ought to attend to the Church’s rich social teaching as we
decide how to cast our vote. This teaching can be
summarized as follows:
Life and Dignity of the Human Person
The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred
and that the dignity of the human person is the foundation
of a moral vision for society. We believe that every person
is precious, that people are more important than things,
and that the measure of every institution is whether it
threatens or enhances the life and dignity of the human
person. This belief is the foundation of all the principles of
our social teaching.

The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers
The economy must serve people, not the other way
around. Work is more than a way to make a living; it is a
form of continuing participation in God’s creation. If the
dignity of work is to be protected, then the basic rights of
workers must be respected--the right to productive work,
to decent and fair wages, to the organization and joining of
unions, to private property, and to economic initiative.
Solidarity
We are one human family whatever our national, racial,
ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. We are our
brothers’ and sisters’ keepers, wherever they may be. At
the core of the virtue of solidarity is the pursuit of justice
and peace. The Gospel calls us to be peacemakers. Our
love for all our sisters and brothers demands that we
promote peace in a world surrounded by violence and
conflict.
Care for God's Creation
We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of
creation. Care for the earth is not just an Earth Day slogan,
it is a requirement of our faith. We are called to protect
people and the planet, living our faith in relationship with
all of God’s creation.

For more on these seven themes, go to: www.usccb.org. I
also encourage parishioners to use the Ignatian Examen
for Civic Life which can be found either in the pamphlet racks
Each person is not only sacred but also social. How we
in the narthex of the church or at:
organize our society -- in economics and politics, in law and http://ignatiansolidarity.net/ignatian-examen-for-civic-life/.
policy -- directly affects human dignity and the capacity of
individuals to grow in community. Marriage and the family Fr. Mark
are the central social institutions that must be supported
and strengthened, not undermined. We believe people
have a right and a duty to participate in society, seeking
together the common good and well-being of all, especially
the poor and vulnerable.
Call to Family, Community, and Participation

Rights and Responsibilities

The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be
protected and a healthy community can be achieved only if
human rights are protected and responsibilities are met.
Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to life and
a right to those things required for human decency.
Corresponding to these rights are duties and
responsibilities—to one another, to our families, and to the
larger society.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SOCIAL JUSTICE
WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? WELCOMING CHRIST ALL
AROUND US

Sunday, November 11, 3:30-5:30 PM at Mulhern Hall
An educational panel on immigrants, refugees & asylum
seekers. From the global perspective to our local context. How
does our faith call us to serve?

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
3:30 pm – Organization Fair
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
4:00 pm - Panel
The anointing can be given multiple times.
PANELISTS:
Ted Terry, Mayor of Clarkston
BAPTISM
Dr. Marie Marquardt, parishioner and board member of El
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at
Refugio
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
Frances McBrayer, Director of Refuegee Resettlement Services
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign at Catholic Charities
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
Questions? Email: Andy Otto at atto@stmga.org
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

USED CAR NEEDED

One of this year's RCIA candidates at St. Thomas More recently
lost a car during Hurricane Michael. A tree hit the vehicle and
the car was totaled. If you, or someone you know, has an older
car you could donate or sell for a low price, please contact Betsy
Walker at St. Vincent De Paul — stm.svdp@gmail.com, or
678-892-6163.

THE LIGHTER SIDE

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life.

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY

This group meets the First Friday of each month for
5:30PM Mass with prayers afterwards.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTIONS
November 11—STM St Vincent de Paul—The second collection
the weekend of November 10-11 supports the activities of STM’s
St. Vincent de Paul Society on behalf of the poor in our local area.
November 18—Campaign for Human Development—The second
collection the weekend of November 17-18 supports the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) which was founded
to end the cycle of poverty in the US.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

NOVEMBER EDGE & LIFETEEN EVENTS

Thurs., Nov. 8—Bible & Biscuits—7:30 – 8:00 AM.
Thurs., Nov. 15—Adoration in the AM—7:30 – 8:00 AM.
Sun., Nov. 18—EDGE (3:30 PM)/Life Teen (begins with dinner after 5:30 PM Mass).

DECEMBER EDGE & LIFETEEN EVENTS

Sun., Dec. 2—EDGE (3:30 PM)/Life Teen (begins with dinner after 5:30 PM Mass).
Thurs., Dec. 6—Bible & Biscuits—7:30 – 8:00 AM.
Sun., Dec. 16—EDGE (3:30 PM)/Life Teen (begins with dinner after 5:30 PM Mass).
Thurs., Dec. 20—Adoration in the AM—7:30 – 8:00 AM.

EDGE/LIFE TEEN DINNERS

Sign up on the parish website to bring dinner for EDGE and/or Lifeteen.

5:30 MASS VOLUNTEERS

We need Life Teen kids to serve as readers/ushers at the 5:30 Mass! If you’ve never done either, no worries! Just be sure
to meet with the amazing Joe Messina at 5:10, and he’ll give you the low down. Sign up on the parish website.

RCIA NEWS
IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN RCIA!
St. Thomas More's RCIA — the process for adults to learn about Catholicism and to consider becoming Catholic — is now
a year-round program, which means it is never too late to join! RCIA is open to any adult who has not been baptized and/
or who has not been confirmed in the Catholic Church. There is no obligation to join the church, so even if you are just
interested in learning more about the Catholic faith, we hope you'll join us! For more information, please contact the RCIA
Co-Directors, Fran and Carl McColman, by emailing RCIA@stmga.org

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY

Mondays 7:00-8:30 PM
We will be studying Having a Mary Heart in a Martha
World. "With nearly a million copies sold, Joanna Weaver's
popular book shows women how to blend intimacy with
Jesus and service for Him."

THE WORD ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Sundays 10:40-11:50 AM
Join our biblical scholar, Jerry Pendrick, each Sunday
morning to unpack the weekly scripture readings. The
primary focus will be on explaining the literal meaning of the
texts, especially the Gospels. 10:40-11:50 AM in the Parish
Library.

RENEW—SCRIPTURE STUDY

Tuesdays 1:30 PM
Renew - Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner meets every
Tuesday at 1:30 PM in the Parish Library.

ADVENT EVENTS AT STM—SAVE THE DATE!

December 3: Women’s Advent By Candle Light
This year's Advent by Candlelight will be
Monday, December 3 at 7:00 PM. Louanne
Bachner, a beloved Scripture guide to so
many at STM, will offer this year's
reflection. Sign up on the parish website.

December 4: As Joseph Waits
New this year! Men's Advent Prayer and
Dinner at the Rectory, limited spots available.
Sign up on the parish website.

MICHAEL GERSON TO SPEAK AT STM

November 18, 7:00 PM, Main Church
Michael Gerson is a columnist at the Washington Post and
was a top aide to President George W. Bush. He has written
extensively on the place of religion in the public square.
Gerson has been critical of the de-evolution of evangelical
Christianity and its negative influence on the politics of our
current time.

PARISH LIFE
PARISH OFFICE HOURS

On Wednesday, Nov. 7th, the parish office will close at
3:00 PM.

ONE TIME PAYMENTS

Please note that one-time payments made on the parish
website will now be made via PayPal.

LEADERSHIP CRISIS ACTION COMMITTEE

NOVEMBER MORE EATS

Join us November 7th as we welcome the S Factor and a
special Gluten Free Menu:
Pork Loin
Mashed Potatoes
Baked Beans
Apple Sauce
Salad
Rolls
Brownies

Parishioners interested in talking about or working on
STM’s response to the leadership crisis in our church are
THE BOOK OF THE DEAD
invited to attend the next committee meeting on Sunday,
The book will be in the narthex until Thanksgiving Day.
November 11 following the noon Mass in the parish library. Please feel free to inscribe the names of your loved ones
who have died, whether recently or long ago, and
Please contact Monica LaBelle (mla_belle@hotmail.com) or remember during November to pray also for the other
Matthew Busbee (matthew@mbusbee.com) with any
names inscribed. This book will be presented at the
questions or comments about this work.
offertory during each weekend Mass throughout the month
of November.

THE S FACTOR UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Wed
Fri
Fri
Fri
Tue
Mon
Fri
Fri
Tue
Thu

Nov 7
Nov 9
Nov 16
Nov 23
Nov 27
Dec 3
Dec 7
Dec 7
Dec 11
Dec 13

Thu Dec 20

Visit Flannery O'Connor's home "Andalusia"
Tai Chi 10:30 AM
Tai Chi 10:30 AM
Tai Chi 10:30 AM
"Holiday Lights" at Atl. Botanical Gardens
Women's Candlelight Advent Evening
Tai Chi 10:30 AM
Movie night "TBA" 7:00 PM
Auroura Theater's "Christmas Canteen"
Assembly of gift bags for veterans 10:30
AM—St. Julie room
Delivery of gift bags and MARTA cards to VA
hospital

WELCOME TO THE PARISH

Francisco and Anna Barillas
Gale and Robert Barnes
Girum Bekele
Dianne De Jesus
Scarlette Deslate
Freddy and Vanessa Elorza
David and Michelle Geiger
Jennifer Neill
Fred Rodriguez and Suzanne Scully
Miguel and Gabriela Rueda
Peter and Mary Ann Schneider
Christopher and Deanna Siao
Jacob and Michelle Wilkins

SCHOOL NEWS
USE YOUR TAXES TO HELP A STUDENT

Through GRACE Scholars, you can provide financial aid to
students in need by redirecting your Georgia state taxes to
St. Thomas More Catholic School. Without any change in
your state tax bill, you can redirect a portion of your taxes
to St. Thomas More Catholic School, resulting in dollar-fordollar contribution and tax credit. Register online at
www.gracescholars.org by December 15th. Questions?
Contact Ansley Murphey at amurphey@stmga.org.

PLEASE JOIN ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL AS WE
CELEBRATE VETERANS’ DAY!
If you are a veteran, and would like to join us for our
Veterans Day festivities on Monday, November 12th, please

email Emily Carley at emscarley@gmail.com. We will have a
ceremony beginning at 8:30AM, followed by a reception in
Mulhern Hall. We hope you can join us as we thank you for
your service!

FLAG SALES BENEFITTING VETERANS’
EMPOWERMENT ORGANIZATION (VEOHERO.ORG)
Purchase a flag for $2 in honor of a veteran and also have
them represented on the Wall of Honor outside of the
school office. Flags will be displayed on the front lawn
beginning on Thursday, November 1st. Deadline for
purchase is November 5th. Please go to the Parish office to
obtain and return a flag purchase form, along with $2 in
cash or check made payable to the St. Thomas More PTO.
This fundraiser will raise money for the Veterans
Empowerment Organization, which provides assistance to
homeless veterans. Should you wish to donate directly to
VEO, you may do so via the donation button on their
website, veohero.org. Questions? Please email Emily Carley
at emscarley@gmail.com

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)
NOVEMBER EVENTS

Sunday, November 4—YAM Brunch—after 9:30 AM Mass
Wednesday, November 7—YAM Leadership Meeting—Family Room—6:30 PM to 7:30 PM. Do you want to be more
involved at STM and help us plan our upcoming Advent Party? Come to the YAM Leadership Meeting on November 7th
in the Family Room. The meeting starts at 6:30 PM and usually lasts 1 hour. Questions: Email Meg Link at
margaritalink@gmail.com

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR STM'S ADVENT EVENTS!

December 2: YAM's Advent Party
We will meet at the Marlay following the 5:30 Mass. Get ready for trivia! More details to come.
December 3: Advent By Candle Light
This year's Advent by Candlelight will be Monday, December 3 at 7:00 PM. Louanne Bachner, a beloved Scripture guide
to so many at STM, will offer this year's reflection. Sign up on the parish website.
December 4: As Joseph Waits
Men's Advent Prayer and Dinner at the Rectory, limited spots available. Sign up on the parish website.

COMMUNTIY NEWS
MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST FOR WOMEN

Sat., Nov. 10; 9:30 AM-12 PM; Holy Cross Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta. Maria Morera Johnson, author of
books on fearless and feisty women saints whose courage and virtue inspire her, will be the guest speaker at the
Magnificat meal. All women are invited. Cost is $20 per person. Reservations are made in advance. Check-in is at the door.
Online reservations can be made at https://conta.cc/2Du2402. Or send name, address and contact information by Nov. 4
with check payable to Magnificat Joyful Visitation to Debbie DuPont, 315 Rose Court, SW, Lilburn, GA 30047. Contact:
Debbie DuPont at 770-696-6216.

NOVEMBER DAY OF REFLECTION

Nov. 13; 9 AM-3 PM; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700 Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. Kay Satterfield will lead
“Come to Me—A Retreat for Grieving Persons.” Give yourself the space to connect your experience of grief with the gentleness of God’s love for you. This day hopes to provide you with the opportunity to compassionately work through grief
in the light of God’s grace. Contact: 404-255-0503 or register at www.ignatiushouse.org.
We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered
parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire.

FORTUNATE AND FAITHFUL FAMILIES’ ANNUAL RETREAT

Fortunate and Faithful Families’ annual retreat will be held November 18 from noon until 7:00 PM at the Chancery of the
Archdiocese of Atlanta, 2401 Lake Park Dr., Smyrna, GA 30080. The theme COVENANT OF HOPE will be celebrated
through Mass, dialogue and sharing with priests, deacons, parents and families of LGBT children, LGBT Catholics, as well
as representatives from a Catholic high school. FFF is an archdiocesan approved ministry for parents and families with
LGBT members and promotes love and acceptance for all within our Catholic Church. Cost for the day (including dinner)
is $25pp or $40 for a couple. Registration deadline is November 12. For information and registration, go to
https://fortunatefaithfulretreat.eventbrite.com or call 770-924-3920. “HOPE is the confident expectation of what God has
promised and its strength is in His faithfulness.”

ST. THOMAS MORE SOCIETY NOVEMBER BREAKFAST

A Catholic Attorneys’ group, The St. Thomas More Society, is hosting a regular breakfast for Catholic Attorneys to get to
know each other. We meet at 7:30 AM each third Wednesday of the month for about an hour in a casual setting over
breakfast. There is no cost other than paying for your own breakfast. We begin each meeting with a daily prayer using
the iBreviary app. Join us at J. Christopher’s in Midtown at 950 West Peachtree Street (upstairs). Parking is free in the
building (and fairly plentiful). Our November breakfast is on Nov 21st and we hope that you’ll come by and get your
morning off to a nice start. If not, then plan on next month!

CHARLIE BROWNS SPECIAL CHRISTMAS

Saturday, Dec. 1 from 1:00 PM and 4:00 PM. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown.” —Linus. The classic holiday tale that highlights our faith and brings the
family together. Join Lucy, Snoopy, Linus, Charlie Brown and the entire Peanuts gang as they produce their own Christmas
play! For more information go to http://www.spx.org or email spas@spx.org. Monsignor Terry W. Young Center for the
Performing Arts at St. Pius X Catholic High School—Tickets $5.00.

